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EXTRACTS 


FROM 


THE TRAVELS OF PIETRO DELLE VALLE, 
IN PERSIA. 


~~ 


THE AUTHOR’S PREFACE. 


I HAD flattered myfelf that Mr. Schipano, a very learned man, and my particular 

friend, would have taken the trouble of adjufting the collection of letters he had 
received from me at different places, in which I gave him a fketch of the particulars of 
my travels; he having promifed to digeft my crude accounts into a conneéted and 
hiltorical fhape, fo as to forma perfeét book of them. Had he had leifure to dilate on 
them as they required, and put them in regular order, they would have afforded a 
much more finithed prodution, in point of elegance and inftruétion, than from under 
my hands. 

That this did not take place, I impute rather to the numerous occupations of my 
friend than any coolnefs towards me ; and poflibly the exceffive abundance of matter 
with which my long letters were furcharged, tended to prevent his reduction of them 
into any proportionate body. On myfelf, therefore, has devolved the care of hinder- 
ing my extenfive travels from going without the reward more honourable than interefted, 
of meeting the public eye, and of preventing the world itfelf from being deprived of the 
profit and pleafure deducible from them. 

The mere recital made by me publicly in the Academy of Humorifts at Rome, fhortly - 
after my return from the Levant, was infufficient to fatisfy either myfelf or thofe who 
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read it; feeing that however juft my defcription of the matter I detailed, I could in a 
difcourfe of no more than a few hours, but flightly and imperfeGly expatiate on the 
fubftance. Much have I defired to fee thefe relations ina more perfect form, and 
more regularly difpofed in refpeé to the various matter, that they might fo be better 
adapted to the inftruétion of the ftudious; this, however, to me would have been a 
labour as tedious as difficult, on which account, to fave toil, as advifed by my friends, 
T have: refulved on prefenting them to the public in the fame shape of epittolary detail 
in which they were communicated to Mr. Schipano at Naples; and, notwithitanding 
Thad neither the patience or inclination on the fpots whence I wrote to take copies of 
them, I have had the good fortune of finding the whole of my letters complete, not one 
having been loft that 1 had addreffed to my friend, who had favoured a number of 
perfons of honour with copies of them, both at Naples and Rome, folicitous of them 
after hearing them read as amufing and gratifying to curiofity. ; 

Either ] am deceived, or they are now given much ameliorated and more correct 
than in the original, as I have been ftudiou; of amending every fault of language or 
orthography with which they were replete ; of retrenching in many places light and 
frivolous circumftances relative individually to myfelf, which I had candidly and 
frankly related to a confidential friend, but without intention of publithing to the 
world. 

In lieu of thefe frivolities retrenched I have fubftituted matter effential to the fubjects, 
either omitted in hurry or fuperficially treated, with intention of amplifying upon them 
at leifure on fome future occafion. My friends have generally conceived, in unifon with 
me, that this form of letters is beft calculated to pleafe the reader, as much from its 
novelty (the familiar ftyle being rather unufual for hiftorical matter) as from the frank. 
nefs and candour natural to the character of epiftles ingenuoufly conceived and void of 
deceit. In them will be difcerned that naked and fimple truth, which in writing I have 
ever been anxious to difplay. 

Of this defcription do I prefent them to the reader ; and fhould they prove acceptable, 
my gratification will not be trifling; yet if the reverfe be the cafe, he will poffibly 
excufe the weaknefs of an author who has done his beft. If not wholly ungracious, 
he will have fome refpect for my intention of {tudying as much as poffible to attain per- 
fection. J have further to add, that in compofing thefe letters I have not fought a pure, 
choice, and elegant Tufcan ftyle, fuch as might ferve as a model for other writers, or an 
authority to be confulted as a fpecimen of the manner of the moft excellent orators and 
hiftorians ; on the contrary, I have compofed them in my paternal tongue, the Roman, 
and the ordinary dialeét, without the affectation of piquing myfelf on the delicacy of the 
ftyle, conceiving I effet enough in giving them that polite and ingenuous turn which 
is fought in familiar correfpondence. If, however, the terms and ftyle fhould fail to 
pleafe my reader; if he thould fail of difcovering that depth ‘of erudition he may 
require, let him refleét that my condition of life, my profeffion exa&t of me as a duty to 
be more delicate of doing well than of relating things with nicety. And in cafe I fhould 
be fo ugfortunate as to produce in thefe letters nothing which may accord with his 
fancy, let him confider at leaft, that in writing them I had no objet of framing a fource 
of entertainment for him, but merely of gratifying by their perulal, a friend who would 
receive them with delight. Now, therefore, on prefenting them to‘the public, it is 
not to one particular place alone, not to the prefent generation that I give them, 
buit to all the world, and to fucceffive ages : fo that if any thing fhould be diftaftcful ace 
cording to the judgment of the public in one quarter, let it in compaffion reflect, that 
in other countries it may be gracioufly received by other perfons, and in other times. 
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I claim excufe rather than condemnation for having ftudied to fatisfy the tafte of 
different parties, not only in the prefent but in future ages, for not having confined 
myfelf to one corner of the globe, fuch as Naples or Italy, and for being defirous of 
fhewing myfelf to the world, the chief parts of which, by my long travels, have become 
fufficiently familiar to me to juftify my affumption of the title of a citizen of the world, 
as fuch to its various nations I with my life and aétions to be known, 


LETTER 1 


Conftantinople, 134 Aug. 1614. 
I DO not merely imagine, I feel certain, that it will gratify you to hear from me at 
this place, and fee me fulfil with pleafure what I confider a duty — imparting a 
defcription of my voyage. I fhall not repeat the account of my journey from Rome to 
Naples, and fhipment thence to Venice, but proceed to tell you, that on the 8th of June 
T departed early in the morning from Malamoco, in the Grand Dauphin, a Venetian 
galleon, mounting forty-five guns, and well provided. 

On board we had, among five hundred perfons, a ftrange medley, both male and 
female, confifting of foldiers, failors, merchants and travellers, of various religions 3 
Catholics, heretics of different fects, Greeks, Armenians, Turks, Perfians, Jews, 
Italians of different provinces, Frenchmen, Spaniards, Portugueze, Englith, Germans, 
Flemings and others. The fingularity of the affemblage would have made it more 
agreeable, had it not been for the inconvenience arifing from fo great a number com- 
preffed in fuch little fpace. 

An infectious diforder was the refult, and of twenty or thirty which were daily afflitted, 
Death failed not of his tythe. Among the number taken off were two travellers of diltinc. 
tion ; fortunately neither my fervants or myfelf had occafion for the remedies of the mifer- 
able barber-furgeon on board ; a man whofe appearance was fo little prepoffeffing, that I 
fhould have been loth to have fuffered him to feel my pulfe even in perfect health, left 
T fhould receive a diftemper. Before we could hoift fails, in order to clear feveral thoals, 
we were towed for an hour by twenty-three barks of eight oars, as large as feluccas, 
each commanded by a good-looking man, lightly clad, with fo much {kill and fuch 
cheerful and accordant notes, as much delighted me. 

At length the fails were fet, the fea perfeetly calm, but the wind fo adverfe as to 
oblige us to traverfe frequently the whole breadth of the Adriatic; fo often indeed, that 
we paffed backwards and forwards from the fhores cf Italy to thofe of Sclavonia, at leaft 
five-and-twenty times, ere we reached the narrow mouth of this fea, coafting occafion- 
ally on either fide. I tenderly faluted, in paffing the thores of the kingdom of Naples, 
mindful of the friends it contained. When clear of the gulph, we got on with more 
eafe, having wider fea-room, the wind yet continuing adverfe. 

On lofing fight of Italy, the firft land we difcovered was the mountains of @imera, 
anciently called Ciraunian. : 


Unde iter Italiam, curfus breviffimus undis. En. lib. iii. 507. 


We laid for feveral hours at the foot of thefe mountains, which, from my affection for 
the poet who defcribes them, I regarded with delight ; thence we coafted the fhores of 
Epirus, where I noticed before we arrived at Corfu, the port of Chaonia and the town 
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of Butrinto, which {till retains the very ancient name, a little disfigured by the corrup- 
tion: of language. The fight.gf it brought to my memory the tears and Jamentations 
of Andromache, and the honors paid by her to the manes of her hufband ; 


Ante urbem, in luco, falfi Simoentis ad undam. 4Ein, lib. iii. 302. 


I faw this river, and viewed with pleafure thofe fpots, anciently the abode of the: 
alliesof the Trojans. While gratified with the imagery which the fcene before me 
raifed in my mind, our veffel arrived at the port of Corfu; about which the Venetians, 
on rocks which frown defiance, have conftruéted fome very {trong fortrefles. 

We entered the port on the eve of the feftival of St. John, a day of great rejoicing at 
Naples, but different then with us; a furious wind arifing juft after our entering the 
port, which drove us from our anchors, and but for the fkil] of the mariners, would ° 
have thrown us on the breakers; they faved us, but the-fea all day continued to run fe 
high, that I was unable to go on fhore till the next. Then I had an opportunity of vifiting 
the town, which is fmall, and has little to recommend it ; the country about it, however, 
is beautiful. 

“We remained here four days, on each of which I went on fhore to obferve whatever 
was curious, treated always with much kindnefs by Signior Fabio Aronio, an officer 
there, and a countryman of ours, fleeping at night on board. The only thing I found 
remarkable was the fortrefs, defended by nature more than art, and impregnable. 
Here the body of St. Spiridim is preferved fo perfe€tly, that although he lived in the 
time of the firft council, his flefh appears yet lively and frefh, that of his leg when 
touched, rifing again from the prefflure. Here alfo lives a man reputedly of the race of 
Judas; whether this be true or falfe (it is denied by himfelf) I know not ; I however, 
remember a fervant of ours who had refided at Corfu, affirming that fome of his race 
{till exifted there, and that a houfe was pointed out as one which he inhabited. 

Corfu was an unlucky port for us; juft after raifing anchor we were encountered by 
a hurricane, and dropping a fail, feveral failors were injured; upon this occafion we 
again ran great rifk of being driven on fhore, but were refcued by the people of a galley 
who faw our danger ; and, on the fame day, from thenegligence of a Jewefs, part of the 
rigging caught fire ; our people were prompt at extinguifhing it, or we might, in midft 
of water have been a prey to the flames. Hence we proceeded towards Zante the more 
pleafantly, from our having landed one hundred and fifty foldiers at Corfu, together 
with feveral merchants, which left us more room. On this courfe I faw the Venetian 
cruizers, the {pot on which a great naval battle had been fought, and had Opportunity 
of noticing Leucate, Nerito, Samos, the rocks of Ithaca, and the two Cephalonize, called 
by Virgil the Laertian kingdom ; I did not however fee Dulichium, which with Samos, 
poflibly formed a part of its domains; neither did I meet with elucidation on the fub- 
je& of that Apollo, dreaded by mariners. * 

At one after midnight we anchored in the port of Zante; where I landed early ii 
the morning. Zante no longer deferves the title of the woody. The ifland poffeffes 
no morgany forefts ; its foil is unrequiting and barren, and the town of a fimilar name 
is rath@long, forms a kind of amphitheatre towards the fea, and is commanded by high 
hills at the back, much refembling thofe which furround Meffina ; its buildings however, 
like thofe of Corfu, bear more fimilitude to huts than houfes; I did not go to exa- 
mine the fortrefs, it being fituated at a great elevation, and poffefling nothing to recom- 


* 





In fhades, befide gp real Simois’s waves 
Fronting the town. 
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mend it to notice. Seventeen Venetian gallies weighed anchor before us + and here 
we received news of the Turkith fleet laying at Navarin ithe neighbourhood, and that. 
the Neapolitan gallies had fhortly before lek that port. 

From Zante, where we remained four days, we bent our courfe to Scio, where we- 
arrived by fix in the eyening. On the way, the firft obje€t I faw was the Strophades,, 
no more the habitation of the harpies, but of forty or fifty monks, called Caloyers, who. 
protefs the Greek faith, and live an innocent and happy life, f equeftered from the world. 
Their monaftery built in the largeft of the iflets, of which I only faw the exterior,. 
is handfome; and wears the appearance of a {trong citadel to intimidate pirates. Thefe 
good monks are benignant and Kind to an extreme, making a practice of fending out. 
a boat with provifions to every veffel that paffes. Yo us they brought out vegetables 
and fruit, which we thought the more delicious from the engaging and affectionate - 
manner in which they were tendered. According to them, thefe iflands are very fertile, 
and repay abundantly the diligence and care ufed in their cultivation, yielding every. 
delicacy peculiar to the climate. They informed me alfo, that they have an excellent 
cool fpring, which with certainty they have afcertained proceeds under the bed of the- 
fea from the Morea, not fixty miles diftant, articles being thrown up by it which could: 
come from no other quarter. On taking leave, we prefented them fome tokens of our - 
gratitudws and quitting the Strophades on our right, we purfued our courfe towards. 
the Morea, coafting that part of it inhabited by a fierce and warlike nation, called now: 
the Magorates. ‘This is a free people, notwithftanding it be partially fubjec to the: 
Turks, and is frequently at war with them ; retaining much of the fpirit of its ancient. 
inhabitants. I remarked in this country the fites of many of its ancient cities. Sparta,. 
which is now but an infignificant little town.;. Argos, and Mycene, which ftill exiit, bur. 
greatly diminifhed of their former {plendor ; and the ifland Cytherea, or Cerigo, confe. 
crated to Venus, and celebrated in the numerous fables related of that goddefs. We- 
paffed through the narrow channel which feparates this ifland from the continent, and 
being obliged to traverfe frequently, owing to contrary wind, if afforded me the 
means of obferving a number of iflands and curious places, fuch as Milo, Antimilo,. 
Falconera, fo called from the number of falcons with which it abounds, Perrapello,. 
Maurocaravi, Hydra, fo denominated from feven large rocks which furround if, 
St. Giorgio del’albero, Egine, Zia, Andro, and farther beyond thefe,Thino, Micone, and 
Delos, facred to Apollo. On the left, on terra firma, after pafling the gulp of Corinth, 
at the extremity of which is fituated Parnaflus, we left Napoli di Romagna, and the illuf-- 
trious city of Athens, which Ubeheld at a diftance from the-deck; and thirty miles . 
farther the Cape of Columns, fo named from a famous building fuftained by a:number 
of pillars, poffibly a veltige of Athenian architecture, and, from its neighbourhood, pre- . 
fumptively within the dominions of Athens, but which the common people attribute 
to Alexander. . . 

Still farther on we coafted along the iflind of Negropont, feparated from. the conti- 
nent by a {pace of no greater length than a bridge ; and laftly, that of Scio, near which, 
notwithftanding we were clofe upon it, we were obliged to remain three days before we 
could make the port, on account of the unfteadinefs of the wind, which conftantiy @ered, 
and drove us to different parts of the channel which feparate it from the continent of 
Natolia’; at length, we caft anchor in a fheltered.fituation, but eighteen miles from the 
town of the fame name. . 

While there, Signior Vincent Juftinian, learning that Iwas on hoard, cae with 
horfes and boats, accompanied by Signior Bernggd Grimaldi, to take me to his houfe., 
Accordingly, on the 18th of July I landed with them on this ifland, defervedly called 
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the delight of the Archipelago, and garden of Greece, as from our landing at a con- 
fiderable diftance from the #8wn I had full room to obferve. We travelled during the 
whole day through fields producing the mattic-tree, about which the country psople 
had already cleared the ground for gathering the gum, and in fome places had begun 
making incifions in the bark for it to exude. This tree is the common lentifk. It is 
worthy of remark, that one half of the ifland, th=t on which this tree grows, is ftony 
and almoft barren ; and the other half whereon there are no trees of this defcription, is 
amazingly produdtive, yielding delicious grapes, trees which afford excellent fiade, and 
abounding altogether incharms. One diftri€t in particular excelsin beauty the whole ; 
this furnifhes a wine of exquifite flavour, called Homer’s wine, from the fpot of its 
growth being deemed either the birth, or burial-place of that poet. 

We journied along at our leifure, in order the better to notice different fpots extremely 
well populated ; and in the evening flept at a very handfome farm-houfe, called a tour, 
poffibly the beft in the ifland. It belongs to the Sultanefs-mother, but is hired of her 
by Signior Juftinian, whofe fon entertained us hofpitably through the night. In the 
morning we departed for the town, crofling the plain, about three or four miles in 
extent, and covered with fimilar farms, and a number of the moft delightful gardens, I 
learnt that the inhabitants built thefe houfes as places of refuge from the plague. We 
entered the town by noon. I took up my abode with M. Dupuy, the French conful, 
who expected me, and wifhed to keep me conftantly in his houfe to avoid the danger I 
might incur from fome new ediéts, which prohibited any foreigner not belonging to a 
nation in alliance with the Porte, cither entering or travelling in the countries dependent 
on the Grand Signor. Mindlefs of thefe, however, of which I was.well aware before I 
left Italy, I perfifted in my defign of travelling, trufting to good management for fur. 
mounting every danger and difficulty. 

I refided nine or ten days at Scio much gratified. The town is large and handfome, 
that, however, on account of its charming pefition rather than its buildings. I {peak 
of the fuburbs, where all the Chriftians at prefent refide, none being permitted even 
to enter the caftle, which is that which, previous to its adoption for a fortrefs, was the 
town; the Turks hving in continual miftruft, fince the period that the Tufcan gallies 
attempted to take it by furprize. The population of the citadel and fuburbs amounts 
to from twenty to twenty-five thoufand fouls. The fortrefs is peopled and guarded by 
native Turks alone. It is reported to be much more elegant, as well in its ftreets as 
buildings, than the lower town, ‘The ifland is reputed ninety miles in circumference. 
‘Though this country be fubject to the Infidels, as much tranquillity and freedom exift 
here as in any place whatfoever ; the inhabitants {pending their time in finging, dancing, 
and gallanting the ladies, not only during the day but through the night, as well in the 
ftreets till four or five o’clock in the morning ; in fhort, I paffed my time here fo gaily, 
that had I remained longer 1 fhould have killed myfelf with excefs of pleafure. 

Juftly does Belon defcribe the inhabitants of Scio as courteous and obliging ; it is 
impoffible to {peak too highly of them. Through my friends, and the knowledge I had 
of thgir language, [ made numerous acquaintance, and had as much familiarity with the 
ladies asI could defire : they are not only handfome but graceful, although their drefs 
was not tomy fancy. It confilts for the head-drefs of a fort of cap, taftefully worked 
with green, blue, and red filk intermixed, which covers the chief part of their hair, and 
moft of their forehead, in a manner certainly deftrutive of the gracefulnefs of the counte- 
nance, ‘and their boddice is fo fhort that the waift is not where nature has marked it, but 
much higher, fearcely below their bom, and going under the fhoulders, which much 
difguifes the elegance of their fhape. Their lightnefs and agility, however, are con{pi- 
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cuous enough, not only in their walking but in dancing, in which they make very pleaf- 
ing fteps. ‘Their thoes are pretty, and fancifully made ofyvelvet. 

_ While thus amufed, our veffel came round to port. Looking out one evening I faw 
fhe was making ready for fail, and that it was requifite for me to hurry on board, which 
I did, angry with the pilot for depriving me fo foon of fo much entertainment, in exchange 
for expofure to the mercy of the waves and contrary winds, which prevailed for a week, 
in fuch a degree as to occafion much difficulty in making any good port. During all 
this time I only faw the ifland of Egnufi, where we interred one of our crew who died. 
Continuing our courfe, we left Lefbos on the right, and Lemnos and Imbros on the left, 
with Mount Athos, called likewife the holy mountain, in the diffance. At length, on 
Sunday, 3d Auguit, early in the morning we anchored under the ifland of Tenedos, 
but far from the city, at the mouth of the channel which feparates it from the continent, 

“near to Troy, Finding myfelf fo nigh this famous fpot I felt pity powerfully awakened 
in me, and difpatched my faithful fervant Thomas to provide a boat to carry me on 
fhore, that I might fee the ruins of that famous Troy, 

genus unde Latinum, 
Albanique patres, atque altae mania Rome *. ZEx, lib. i. 10. 

After my man had departed, our large veffel was enabled to get nearer to the place ; 
and the next day I embarked in the forenoon on board an eight-oared boat, fteered by 
a Turk, witha crew of Greeks, together with Thomas and Lawrence, two feryants I 
brought with me from Italy. I then took my leave of my companions on board the 
galleon, for company’s fake taking with me three Caloyers my friends, a Francifean monk 
of Conftantinople, and a French merchant, with his fervant, each defirous as well as 
myfelf of beholding the remains of the much celebrated ‘Troy. «Thad the preeaution, 
however, to leave on board the good Tumifk, hermit Brother, André, to take care of my 
baggage to Conflantinople. He had already travelled feveral times to Jerufalem, and in. * 
tending to go thither again was ities me by Cardinal Crefcentio at Priéfi, in whofe 
diocefe he dwelt, as one who might be ufeful to me as a faithful and expert companion on 
my voyage. We reached the fhore in lefs than an hour, which I kiffed with reverence 
and affection, mindful of our anceftors who came thence, and colleéted-fome {mall 
pieces of thefe ancient ruins, which I ftill preferve. I traverfed the country with pleafure, 
and found objects worthy of remark in greater abundance than I fufpected, from the 
numker of modern works conftruéted on the ruins of the old, 

Ardently curious as I was, I flighted the caution given me by thofe who talked wf 
the aflemblage of banditti in thefe unfrequented fpots, and travelled for a couple of 
leagues in hopes of meeting with fomewhat curious. Troy from my obfervations was 
built on the fea-fhore oppofite to Tenedos, precifely as defcribed by Virgil, between two 
capes, the one now called Cape St. Mary, the other nearer to Conftantinople, the 
Cape of the Janiffaries, which was formerly the port of Sigeum. ‘'Thefe capes form 
the extremity of the country, called after its ancient name, the Troade. Some miles 
from it Mount Ida ferves as a kind of epaulement to the town, and is vifible from fea ; 
T recognized it without difficulty at dawn by the words of the poet, 


Jamque jugis fumme furgebat Lucifer Idx 
Ducebatque diem +, 


* Whence rofe our Latin race 


Albanian fires, and Rome’s high towering walls, 
+ And now o’er Ida’s fummit, Lucifer 
Rifing lead on the mom, 


% 
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.“Yhe country about Troy to the niountains is full of gently floping eminences of ‘no ' 
‘height ; it is not barren, but. abounds in herbs and flowers, particularly wild thyme ; 
that it produces nothing elfe, I am fatisfied is owing alone to want of culture. No freth 
water is to be found for nearly a league ‘from the town, for as to the rivers Hanthus 
and Simois, I could not difcover them near any of the inhabited {pots ; their beds are 
moftt likely a league diftant, as I fhall hereafter notice. A little beyond Ida, about two 
days journey off, is another mountain, called by Belon the Olympus of Phrygia ; it did 
not, however, appear to me as reprefented by him, fo high as Mount Cenis; I might, 
however, ‘be deceived by the diftance. ; 

I difcovered a mole of ancient conftruétion on the fea-fhore, diftinguifhed as fuch by 
the pillars round which the eables were faftened to hold fhips ; thefe pillars, which are 
of marble, owing to the corrofive nature of the fea air and the lapfe of time, have entirely. 
loft their polifh. This mole ferved formerly as a rampart to fome port or dock, at’ 
prefent nearly filled with fands ; in ita little falt water ftill lodges and formsa kind of marfh 
leaving a froth on the circumjacent borders, of which falt is made. I found likewife 
Several traces of columns, of dimenfions not inferior to thofe of the Rotunda at Rome. 
‘Near were two columns thrown down, one of them broken was thirty of my feet in 
length. In different other places I difcovered columns laying on the ground, with large 
pieces of marble of different forts, and handfome marble tombs, the blocks fix inches in 
thicknefs, poffibly the refting places of the brave warriors who died in defence of ‘Troy. 
T faw likewife an aqueduct large enough to allow of a man walking ere. This I 
judged to be rather a fewer than a conduit for pure water, it being pretty deep in the 
ground, and ftretching towards the fea, level, with the waves. I noticed another alfo of 
fimilar ftruture, but of greater fize, being large enough to allow of a coach being 
driven in it, and when I entered its mouth I took it fora bridge; it was, however, 
neither.a bridge nor an aqueduét ; it is ftated to projett confiderably in land, and may 
poflibly be that fubterraneous paffage by whigh Andromache paffed, defcribed lib. it. 
458 et feq. of the Aneid — ; 

et pervius ufus 
‘Tetorum inter. fe Priami, poftefque reli&ti 
A tergo ; infelix qua fe, dum regna manebant, 
Szpivs Andromache ferre incomitata folebat, 
Ad foceros, et avo puerum Aftyanatta trahebat *, 

The fucceffive ruins alfo of numerous large houfes, towers, and. temples, are fill 
to “be feen, among which I recognized fome remarks noticed by Belon and otherss 
‘which I imagine -he had not feen, as well as two Latin infcriptions, that I obferved 
ainutely, not mentioned by that author, which evidently eftablifh the fact of this city 
having been rebuilt and repeopled by the Roman Emperors. A mile and a half from 
this {pot I difcovered a palace which may be that of Hium, or, as believed by the inhabi-° 
tants of the country, of more modern ftrudiure. It was, however, certainly fome royal 
palace or fortrels, the walls being all of marble, and from 25 to 30 palins in thicknefs, 
the porticoes and towers large, and every thing correfponding with the abode of majefty. 
Belon fpeaks of the remains of a large tower, which, as he imagined, ferved for a light 


a 





and a gallery 

Between the tents of Priam and the walls 

By which, while yet the empire flood, ofttimes 
The unfortunate Andromache was wont 
Without attendants; to rejoin her friends 

Aud lead Aflyanax to fee his fire, 
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Yhoufe; I faw one fimilar, but it appeared to me too far diftant from the fea to ferve 
for that purpofe, and feemed rather the watch-tower defcribed by Virgil, whence the 
city of Troy was difcernible, as well as the Grecian flect. 1 diftinguifhed no more 
than one of thofe cifterns built of black ftone, fo frequently mentioned by Belon ; I tafted 
of the water it contained and found it good and cool. ‘The whole of the ground on which 
the city ftood, if one may judge by its remains, occupied a {pace of feveral miles in 
‘circumference and muft have contained an immenfe number of inhabitants, At the 
fight of thefe ruins, on refleétion that the fpot beftrewed with them was once covered 
with magnificent ftreets and fuperb palaces ; that a frightful folitude now reigns, where 
the bufy hum of men was heard; and that in lieu of gardens and well-tilled fields one 
fees but a frightful and barren wildernefs ; the mind is oppreffled with melancholy, 
and contemplates with pain the vanity of human purfuits, the nullity of human 
grandeur. 

Night now was drawing on; and fatisfied with what I had feen on this fhore we 
got on board our galley; and with fome difficulty, from the wind being in our face, 
reached the town of Tenedos by two o’clock in the morning, where I flept at the 
houfe of a very courteous Greek lady, and in the morning examined the country about, 
which exaétly correfponds with the defcription given of it by Virgil, fave that the town, 
and its territory, is plentifully inhabited ; and that it is a place of trade and great refort 
for fhipping. “One thing that appeared to me fingular in the ifland was the drefs of 
the Chriftian women, which was fimilar to that of the inhabitants of the Troade, dif. 
fering from that of the European Greeks, and beingreputedly of great antiquity. 

I departed in the evening to go to the two caftles, but being driven back by con- 
trary wind was: detained for two days ; when failing along the fhore of the Troade’ I 
meta Greek, who pointed out to me between two hills a valley, through whieh flowed 
among the herbage a ftream, which the inhabitants fay is the Xanthus. It is not that 
river which paffes through Lycia but rather the Scamander, for it has its fource in Mount 
Ida, unites with the other ftream the Sigois, and difcharges itfelf where defcribed into the 
fea, and is the only one in the whole country. It is called by the people the river of 
the Troade, as Ida, the mountain of the Troade. I was defirous of feeing its courfe ; 
but the wind, more refolute than myfelf, drove me back to Tenedos, where I waited for 
better weather to the gth of Auguft, on which day I departed anew, and in about twenty 
hours I arrived at the Cape of Janiffaries, the ancient port of Sigeum, famous for 
the burial of Hecuba, Queen of Phrygia, according to Julius Solinus, where 1 landed to 
obferve the ruins of the cattle or town, noticed by Belon. é 

"This place at prefent is inhabited by a few Greeks, difperfed over the mountain, having 
thcir-dwellings.contiguous to the ancient edifices. At the foot of the mountain are fome 
fprings of excellent water. After diligently obferving every thing worthy of notice 1 
embarked, and the fame evening arrived at the {pot where the Xanthus, joined by the 
Simois, difembogues itfelf. Without having fetn I could fearcély have credited thefe 
rivers being fo {mall ; they are almoft wholly dried up in fummer, and in winter are 
not to be recognized again from their abundance of water. According to the relations 
of the country people, veffels enter the mouth and proceed ten miles up the river; and 
1 myfelf faw a thip of moderate fize, faid to have come from anchoring in it.’ At night 
we laid to under the land, and in the morning entered the ftreight which feparates Europe 
from Afia, where there is as {trong a tide as at Meflina, but differing from that in its 
regular flux and reflux. We had the tide againft us, and found we could make more 
way by dragging our veffel along the fhore than by ufing our oars, reaching thus by 

-eleven in the forenoon Abydos, the birth-place -of the-unfortunate Leander. . Here I. 
4anded, and dined witha Turk, the vice-conful for foreign Franks, who fhewed me 
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reat civility. Hence I faw Seftos on the oppofite fide, which with Abydos, about 
fait a league apart, are known by the denomination of the two caftles. Here I dif- 
miffed the galley, and in the evening took a boat to tranf{port me to Gallipoli, where I 
arrived at dawn of day, repofing myfelf for a fhort time at the houle of a monk of 
the order of St. Francis, who atted as vice-conful for all the European: nations. The 
monk not being at home, a Greek fervant of his received me and prepared me a bed. 
I flept here till awakened for dinner ; after which I walked about the town till dufk, and 
remained there the whole of the next day, that I might obferve it at leifure. 

It is a large place, and extremely well peopled ; its houfes are built low, in the Turkith 
manner, without any windows looking on the f{treets, the materials of which. they are 
built being only earth and wood. In the trading-ftreets, which are numerous, the 
houfes have a number of {mall windows, like thofe in the roofs of ours in Italy, to admit 
light and refrefhing air, and extremely requifite in fo hot a climate. At Gallipoli I 
took another boat to reach Conftantinople, {topping at various places on the way, as we 
coafted along the fhores of Thrace, to notice any thing worthy remark. We paffed 
by feveral towns and villages, which we difcerned without approaching. them as we 
failed pleafantly up the channel. ‘The names of thefe were Aradifa, Miriofito, a {mall 
town, and Rodofto, oppofite to which we laid to during the night, diftinguithing its 
houfes and lights. The other places at which we landed were the city of Periftafi 
Chora, an archiepifcopal fee, where I dined at{the palace of the Archbifhop of Heracleum. 
The city comprifes rains of handfome buildings, bearing infcriptions, which I copied ; 
and what appears fingular to me, in poffeffion of a Greek Caloyer, I was fhewn a book 
upon the ancient decifions of the Rota of Rome. Another day I dined at Siliurea or 
Seliurea, likewife an archiepifcopal fee, where I faw fome churches and modern edifices, 
together with the ruins of others more ancient. wo 

At length on the 15th of Auguft, Aflumption-day, I arrived at Conftantinople, highly 
delighted with the whole of my voyage, notwithftanding the fatigue I had endured,. and 
fuffered but trivially from fea-ficknefs. ; 

The ftrength of our veffel difmiffed all apprehenfion from pirates, of which we were 
met with by none, although under fufpicion occafionally at fight of ftrange fails, when 
we prepared for combat, and, as I knew well the ftrength of our fhip, an engagement 
would have been to me anamufement. I met with Signior Crefcentio Crefcentii very 
opportunely, juft before his departure, and had fome converfation with him. Iam lucky 
alfo in arriving at a time when the city is nearly free from the plague, it prevailing 
infinitely lefs than laft year, fo little indeed that there is no danger. ; 

We have in this part an obliging nobleman, Achilles de Harlai Baron de Saitty, the 
French ambaffador, as learned as he is polite, who infifts on my refiding at his hotel, and 
thews me infinite kindnefs. The air at his abode is delightful and the fociety charming. 

You may if you pleafe write to me under cover to Signior Francefco Crefcentio, 
Remember me with friendfhip ftill, you as well as Signior Coletta, and may you enjoy 
as much happinefs and content as I do. Humbly and tenderly do I falute you both. 





Our traveller, after refiding fome time at Conftantinople, defcribes his voyage to Egypt, 
touching at Co and Rhodes afterwards examining feveral parts of. that country 
proceeds to Paleftine, traverfes Syria to Aleppo, journies thence t6. Daniafeus, and acrofg 
the defart to Bagdad ; as however more recent accounts of the:yatious.countries through 
which he paft have appeared, we fhall omit this part.o rk, and accompan 
him to Perfia ; an empire little known, and of which:his ption {till poffelfes the 


charm of novelty. a : 
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PIETRO DELLE VALLE’3 TRAVELS IN PERSIA, 1 


LETTER I.—From persia. 


° Hijpaban, v7th March 161 1D 
T AVAIL myfelf of the occafion of fending this exprefs to Italy on matters of pufinefs, 

to communicate to you as fuccinétly as poffible, a detail of my travels from Babylon to 

this city. ; ‘ 

As 1 advifed you of my intention in my letters from Bagdad of the 2 3d of December, . 
in the laft and of the 2d of January, in the prefent year, I departed thence .on the 4th 
of the laft-mentioned month, in the manner I fhall defcribe, ane 

The Perfians now at war with the Turks, having made irruption into the province of 
Bagdad fhortly before Chriftmas, and entirely devaftated thetown of Mendeli, the Bafhaw 
in order to oppofe them, and prevent the recurrence of fimilar violence, ‘difpatched an 
army again{t them, of from feven to eight thoufand men, This ftate of warfare aéted as 
an interruption to trade to fuch a degree that merchants, efpecially if inhabitants of 
Bagdad, no. longer dared to travel for fear of the enemy. However, as Bagdad cannot. 
fubfift without the provifion it draws from Perfia, the Bathaw, notwithftanding the 
great loffes he had fuftained, {till notonly permitted the intercourfe of caravans, but 
folicited the departure of the traders, under affurance of protection, and gave them every 
facility in his power, particularly as the public good was not lefs concerned in this than. 
his private. intereft ; the caftom dues upon various articles producing him annually a 
confiderable fum. For my part defirous of fetting out on my journey, and fearing 
nothing from the Perfians, they being in friendthip with us, t fecretly perfuaded a 
captain of Perfian muleteers then at Bagdad, to obtain a paffport from the Bafhaw 
for himfelf, his people, and whatever merchandize he chofe 3 advifing him as abfolutely 
neceffary, to hire one of the Chiaoux of the Bathaw as an efcort, as far asthe frontiers, 
to a as a reftraint on the licentioufnefs of the foldiery. ; 

The captain’s application had all the fuccefs I could with ; and finding myfelf by 
this means, fecure in traverfing the Turkifh'territory, I made due preparation for my 
departure. On this occafion, feveral relations and friends of Magame Maani *, my {poufe, 
vifited us and paffed the evening at my houfe, where, as iggffual with theut on fimilar 
occafions, they had fires kindled in the court, over which the‘children amufed themfelves 
in leaping, as is praétifed in Rome on the feftival of St. Peter and St. Paul. This 
ceremony was attended with a fingularity. A number of young ladies of the part 
lighted each a wax candle at thefe fires, which, after carrying till they were. tired, 
they placed in fconces, fuffering them to burn throughout the night, and taking efpe- _ 
cial care to prevent their extinguifhing, as fuch an accident would be deemed ominous 
for her to whom the taper might belong, either foreboding her not getting a hufband, 
or fome fuch misfortune. 

The next day we were on the point of departing, but, as I had defcribed myfelf to 
be the fon of a Venetian merchant well known in that country, trading to Orinus, end 
the Bafhaw had made ftriét enquiries refpeéting me, indicating fufpicion, notwithftan- 
ding the Franks be allowed this commerce, I was apprehenfive of: meeting with fome 
embarraffment, or being detained; therefore, without faying any thing further of my 
intention, I fuffered the muleteers and thofe who accompanied them to leave the city 
without me, and, as is cuftomary, to repair beneath the walls of the cattle, and after 


* A Babylonian lady, reprefented by Signior della Valle as a model of perfection, as well for the beauty 
ofher perfon as her acquirements and virtues, to whom he was betrothed at Bagdad, and who accom- 
‘panied him through great part of his travels, m 
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the cavalcade had been duly infpetted by the officers of the cuftoms, underftandiig 
that on the evening of the 4th of January (new ftile) they were about to commence 
their journey, I difpatched, by littleat agime, in the courfe of the day, the greater 
part of my equipage, and in the evening filed off my people by different ftreets of the 
city, leaving it -mylelf after funfet, without changing my drefs, under pretence of 
taking an airing on the banks of the Tigris. Without the gates, on a very fine plain, 
I faw from fixty to feventy ‘Turks extremely well mounted, belongiug to the Bathaw, 
who were amufing therafelves, galloping, crofling cach other, darting fticks ; an enter- 
tainment common with them as well as in Spain, called in the latter cquntry, the game 
of canes *; I was much pleafed with their dexterity, {topping fome time to admire 
them, but night drawing on they withdrew from the lifts, and I, after the city-gates 
were clofed, to. join my companions; when, by two o’clock in the morning, having 
loaded the mules with our luggage, we efcaped from the Turks with fuch fecrefy, 
that even the Chiaoux who accompanied us knew nothing of our junction with the 
caravan. 

We travelled all night long, mounted on mules and horfes of the country, which are 
very {wift; and whofe {peed we put to the proof, apprehenfive that the Bafhaw might 
repent of his civility towards us, and difpatch fome of his people to ftay our progrels : 
fo that by day-break we arrived at the Diala, a river that empties itfelf into the ‘Tigris, 
and which, owing to there being no more than one boat to waft us over, we were em- 
ployed till noon in crofling. ‘This Diala I deem the ancient Gyndi, which Cyrus, 
angered at the lofs of one of his facred horfes, divided into three hundred and fixty 
channels, according to Herodotus in his Clio, fo that his army forded it on his expe- 
dition againft Babylon. After pafling the Diala we encamped on its banks, judging 
ourfelves fufficiently diftant from Bagdad, and remained there till midnight, in the 

‘ neighbourhood of a village called Beherus. At that tine the fignal “ to horfe” being 
given, we purfued our courfe as quickly as before. The country from Babylon is flat 
and marfhy in places, chiefly a delart, as cultivated fpots are unfrequent, not owing how- 
ever to the barrennefs of the foil, as was evident from the myriads of wild plants and 
herbs it produced. ” 

The fixth day of our march we -paffed firft a town calle Pechie 3 afterwards another 
denominated a city, on account of its extent; and again Sheravan, under which the 
Turks from Bagdad were encamped, and where they held council whether they fhould 
advance, poflibly fearful of inconveniencing the Perfians, but more probably from fear 
of being worfted.. We afterwards pafled another town called Harounie, from a certain 
haroun, clofe to which we encamped for the night, but were much troubled by thieves, 
who came gallopping up to rob us as we flept ;_ many thus loft part of their property, 
and fomething of little confequence was ftolen from my tent. This, however, being 
perceived by my painter, he kept watch, and on the thieves coming a fecond time, he 
fired and wounded one, which afterwards kept me free from depredation. Theenext day, 
afigr paying fome duties, we continued our journey, traverfing certain mountains, 
entirely bare, even of the leaft herbage, afterwards a fimilar plain, and in the evening 
erected our tents under a place called Kizil-rabat, the laft under the dominion of 
‘furkey. ‘This part is inhabited and commanded by one Ahmed, or Muhammed Bey; 
the chief of a number of Curds, and holds his poffeflions in perpetuity of the Grand 
Signior, on condition of his protecting the country from the incurfions of the Perfians. 


* Seea defcript’o; of thisanufement in the account of the diverfions of the cout in Bourgoanne’s Picture 
of Modern Spain. 


5 Curdiftan, 
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Curdiftan, or the country of the Curds, feparates Turkey from Perfia, and is in 
breadth from ten to twelve days journey, but in length is of great extent, ftretching from 
the province of Babylon, or Chufiftan, to the Perfian Gulph towards the fouth, and on 
the north above Nineveh, between Armenia and Media, almoft to the Euxine. It is. 

"a {trong country and difficult of accefs, being full of mountains, branching from Mount 
Taurus, which pervade Afia, and terminate as before obferved at the Perfian Gulph, 
as if nature intended it as a natural rampart between two empires; as now thofe of 
Perfia and Turkey, and formerly thofe of Rome and the Parthians. The ancient name 
of this country I am unable to difcover, or whether it was in old times known under any 
general denomination. From its northern extremities iffued the Carduchi, who, as 
related by Xenophon in his admirable book on the wars of Cyrus, annoyed him fo much 

in his retreat as to oblige him to tread back his fteps. 

The idiom of the people of this country is peculiar to themfelves, differing from that 
of their neighbours, whether Arab, Turk, or Perfian, having, however, moft affinity 
with degenerate Perfian. Many of the people live in tents, and wander from place 
to place with their flocks ; but the chief, the beft informed, and moft refpectable, dwelt 
in towns. They are fubject to different lords, to whom they render homage as.vaflals ; 
fome to the Turk and fome to the Perfian, according to their contiguity to the one or 
the other ; while others again of the moft noble of different degrees of grandeur and 
authority maintain themfelves as independent. Among them, fome fuch as the Prince 
of Bettis, can bring into the field from ten to twelve thoufand horfe, while others again, 
the Bey I have cited for example, can produce fearcely three thoufand. The more 
powerful do not render homage after the manner of vaffals to their lords with us, but 
merely profefs to live under the proteétion of one or other of the two monarchs, and, as: 
is common with our petty Princes of Italy, change mafters according to circumftancesi 
Thelefs powerful are not only vaffals, but do not poffefs the right of devolving on their 
children the governments they fill, fatisfied with holding them during their life. Their 
drefs refembles that of the Perfians and Turks, but is coarfe. Their women go abroad 
freely unveiled, and converfe familiarly with foreigners as well as natives. Their religion 
is the Mohammedan of the fect of Ali or Omar, according as they depend on Perfia or 
‘Lurkey; in their faith however they vary from other Muffulmen, by whom they are 
confidered as heretics, retaining certain fuperftitions peculiar to themfelves. In fome 
parts of their province, fuch as in Gezira, a city of Mefopotamia, fituated in an ifland 
of the Tigris under the government of a Curd, and in the mountains called ‘Tor, by the 
Chaldeans, where to this day the Chaldee tongue is fpoken, the Curds reign indepen- 
dently and with abfolute power. Among thefe people are a number of Chriftians, 
Neftorians, or Jacobites, who fight in the armies of their Princes. But let us return 

_ to Kizil-rabat. We departed thence the 8th of January at day-break, after payingefome 
fmall tribute, and quitting this territory, entered-upon a country formerly fertile and 
inhabited by the Turks, but entirely wafted by the Perfians in their laft wars with the 
Turks, and made a complete defart: for here it is held, and with reafon, that there can. 
be no fafer rampart againft invafion, than by making a wildernefs of the counwy ber- 
dering on a kingdom, as the fmall number of people that can traverfe it at a time, from 
being obliged to take provifion with them, can effect but little injury ;. and-the paffage 
is rendered impracticable to large bodies, who would perifh: in the attempt of hunger.. 
Hence, where wide defarts feparate two adjoining kingdoms, the inhabitanis of the fron- 
tiers are much releafed from apprehenfions on account of the cnemy. 

‘The fame day we forded ariver of confiderable breadth and difficult to pafs, notwith-. 
flanding it was near its fource ; it was. the fame river we had crofled before, that is :o 
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fay, the Diala. The following night we paffed in the country, by the fide of a rivulet, 
and on the fucceeding day came to a large place in ruins and abandoned, called Cafrt ‘ 
Shirin, or the palace of Shirin. Shirin, in the Perfian language, fignifies {weet ; and is 
alfo a proper name for either man or woman. A Princefs of this country had that 
appellation, who became the wife of Chofrou, to whom poflibly this city belonged, and 
whofe amours form the fubje& of a fine poem, ftill fubfifting. “On leaving Cafri Shirin 
we difcovered, in the evening, a large body of Perfian cavalry, commanded by one 
Cafiim Sultan, governor of the frontiers, who -had been pillaging and facking Mendel. 
I was delighted at feeing them, confidering myfelf now delivered from the Pharifees : 
and the advanced guard, on the look out as I fuppofe, upon feeing approached us, and 
on my difcovering myfelf as a Chriftian, concealment now being ufelefs, they all flocked 
about, and happy was he who could get neareft me to make tamafcia, that is to fay, 
his remarks on fomething new before his companions, the Perfians being exceedingly 
fond of novelties. They accompanied me for the {pace of fome leagues with much 
politenefs, converfing in the Turkifh language, which is as much in efteem in Perfia 
as the country-tongue itfelf, and continually ufed in converfation at court, in the army, 
and by people of quality, although all the public acts be iffued in the Perfian dialeét ;: 
the greater part of the nation, even the women, being thus acquainted with both. ‘This 
cuftom arifes from the kizilbafhi, or the chief foldiery, which are numerous, and even 
moft of the nobles in. the country being originally ‘Turks, who have preferved their 
native language in its genuine purity, and being more mafculine and nervous, it is wfed 
even-by the King, the Perfian being a foft and tender language, belt fitted for the fair 
fex and poetry. . ~ 

"Thefe Per an cavaliers had no other arms than bows and arrows, and a curved fey- 
miter, fuch as was deemed by Xenophon, an experienced captain and good foldier, the 
belt adapted for cavalry. By their not having any other arms, I conjectared them to be 
alight company, feeing they are not deftitute in the main army of lances, match-firelocks, 
and other inftruments of war. They, however, all fight on horfeback ; their horfes are 
fmall, hardy, made as well for fwiftnefs as fatigue, and require little food. We fhewed 
‘them, among other things, our arms, and excited much furprize by the celerity and eafe 
with which we managed our mufkets with {pring locks, which they much admired ; con- 
fefling that with fuch weapons we fhould bea match for four times our number of 
them. ‘Taking their leave at length they continued their road, while for our part, to 
benefy by the water, we paffed the night on a fpot contiguous to the fame river we had 
croffed, and feveral inhabited villages ; whence the Curds, both men and women, 
reforted to our camp, loaded with provifion of different kinds, which we purchafed, 
fuch as milk and piftachio nuts, with the fhell yet green, quantities of which grow in 
Curdiftan, and other fimilar articles. 

On the tenth day we had to pafs fome {mall mountains, in order to obtain forage 
for our cattle; and in the evening arrived near a fmall ftream called Tenghi Imaun, 
below a town belonging to the Curds, called Tenghi Conagh), that is to fay, a frefh 
refting-place, where we paffed the night. Here it was I metamorphofed myfelf, leaving 
amy Syrian to affume the Perfian coftume; and defirous of being deficient in nothing, 
J fent for a barber from the village, who with much ceremony, curtailed me of my long 
and famous beard a /a Turgue, which with great inconvenience I had fuffered to grow 
ever fince I left Conftantinople, having my face and chin clear, and preferving my 
whifkers alone on the upper lip, as worn by the King of Perfia. In fhort, I was fo 
much transfigured that fuch ac knew me in Turkey would have had difficulty in recog- 
nizing me. Madame Maani, however, who knew nothing cf my intention, upon 
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feeing me, was angry in extreme, at the little regard I had for-my chiefornament. I 
did all I could to appeafe her, and at length fucceeded, telling her how neceffary it 
was to accommodate onefelf to the ufages of the country through which we travelled ; 


for the firft time during our progrefs ; the cold however was fupportable, 

On the eleventh day it was late before we fet off, having waited to dry our tents, 
which, hardened and frozen during the fall of fhow, were difficult to fold, we notwith. 
ftanding reached betimes the foot of a high mountain which we had to pafs, near a caftle 
called Lethiver, newly conftruéed on that fpot for the fecurity of the frontier in which 
the Cafumfultan, before noticed, refided at the time, with about five hundred of his 
foldiers, the refidue being difperfed in different places on the confines. We refted here 
the whole of the twelfth day, as well to Bive repofe to our cattle before we crofled the 
mountains, as becaufe it is a common practice for the caravans to halt here fome time, 
and make a prefent to the Sultan, to whom not only many towns and villages are fub. 
je but likewife a number of Curds, who wander about the mountains, Here, for two 
nights, we endured much from extreme cold, accompanied by a furious wind, which 
rendered the tent-pegs and cords for faftening them almoft ufelefs, On the fucceeding 
day we croffed the mountain, entirely covered with fnow, by which we were much 
incommoded all the way to Hifpahan, not, indeed, by that which fell from the clouds. 
but what had already fallen on the road. Its fhining white much affecting the eyes, 
we had recourfe to an expedient adopted ona fimilar occafion by Xenophon, covering 
them with a black crape, which ferved in fome meafure as a proteGion, : 

We took refuge early in the evening in a theltered fpot in the mountains, where we 
had the good fortune of meeting with an uncovered Portion of ground on which to pitch: 
our tents, and fleep in the day. Near this place among the precipices was.a {mall town. 
inhabited by Curds, called Kieren, wherice a number repaired to our caravan, accord. 
ing to cuftom, with a quantity of provifions. Madame Maani was curious of feeing 
their houfes; and as they appeared to be at no Sreat diftance, we went thither on 
foot, accompanied by fome of thofe females of the country, who had vifited us. with 
their merchandize. “We arrived there at night, and a civil man having inftra@ed us 
that a certain Kanum Sultan, the lady of the place and feveral other circumjacent. 
villages, was in the town, Madame Maani wifhed to pay her a vifit. The fame perfon 
who happened to be the fteward of her houfe, led us thither; where we were received with 
the greateft kindnefs imaginable, Madame Maani by the Kanum Sultan, and mytfelf by. 
her brother, her hufband being abfent on fome employ, to which he had been appointed 
by the King. We were defirous, as it was late, ar taking our leave, but this they, 
would not allow, ere we had previoufly fupped ; when the women by. themfelves, we 
men in a feparate apartment, were regaled with different viands. ‘The bread, as I 
yemarked, throughout all Curdiftan and frequently in Perfia, was light and excellent, 
confilting of flat cakes, very white and well baked: the hands ferved, however, in liew 
of either {poons, knives, or torks, according to the cuftom of Perfia. The meat was not of 
the beft quality ; but the friendly manner in which we wer€ treated, and the extreme 
urbanity of our hofts, made it a feaft for Sardanapalus or Heliodorus, Nor did their 
civility finith here ; after receiving the handfomeit compliments onour departure from the 
Kanum Sultan, on whichoccafion her brother interpreted the Curd language into Turkith, 
he abfolutely infifted on accompanying us back, together with fome of his fervants. 

Madama 
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‘Madame Maani by thefe fent to the Kanum Sultan in return a bafin full of fruit and 
{weetmeats of various kinds, and other little articles not to be met with in thefe countries, 
together with a profufion of perfumes and fcented powders, 

On Saturday, the fourteenth day of our journcy, after having fcaled a very irkfome 
mountain, we encamped in a beautiful and fpacious meadow, furrounded by feveral 
finall hills divided from each other, rifing in various quarters, and forming one of the 
pleafanteft profpedts I remember to have ever feen. The neareft town, which was on the 
fummit of the loweft mountain, whence rolled a confiderable fircam, was called Haroun- 
abad, that is to fay, the colony of Haroun, called otherwife by corruption Harinava, 
On the following Sunday we fet off, according to cuftom, more than three hours before 
dawn, and notwithtanding the quantity of fnow with which we were almoft conftantly 
loaded, we travelled over a confiderable fpace, not halting even at a {pot where the 
caravans ufually do, but proceeding much farther to a {mall rivulet near a village called 
Mahidefer. On the Monday, for us a very unpleafant day, on account of the fnow 
continually falling, accompanied by wind and rain, we took up our lodging in a fmall 
town built on a bridge, under which a river flows, called Kara Sou, or black water : the 
place being called in Perfian Puly Shah, and in Turkith Shah-kioprefi, words of fimilar 
import, fignifying the King’s bridge. Unwilling to repofe on this occafion under our 
tents, we had an opportunity of afcertaining the kindnefs and obliging manners of the 
jnhabitants of Curdiftan, being treated by our hoft with every thing comfortable in an 
apartment kept pleafantly warm by a large fire. 

[ noticed here one matter which I deem worthy of mention, not as regarding Curdi- 
ftan alone, but the whole of Perfia, even in the moft confiderable houfes. They kindle 
‘their fires not under a chimney, as is ufual with us in fire-places, but in a kind of oven 
called tinnor, abovt two palms from the ground, formed of avafe of burnt clay, in 
which they place burning coals, charcoal, or other combuttible matter, which quickly 
lights. After this, they place a plank over the oven in thape of a fmall table, which 
they cover entirely, {preading over it a large cloth which extends on all fides to the 
ground, over a part of the floor of the chamber. By this contrivance the heat being 
prevented diffufing itfelf all at once, it is communicated infenfibly, and fo pleafantly 
throughout the whole apartment, that it cannot be better compared than to the effect of 
a ftove. Perfons at their meals, or in converfation, and fome even fleeping lay on the 
carpets round this {mall table, fupporting themfelves againft the walls of the apartment 
‘on cuthions kept for the purpofe, which likewife ferve for feats in this cggantry, the 
tinnor being fo placed as to be equally diftanc from the fides of the roo..; by this 
means, thofe to whom, the cold is not unpleafant put their legs only under the cloth, 
others who feel it more fenfibly their hands and the reft of their body ; fo that a mild 
and penetrating warmth diffufes itfelf agreeably over the whole body without any 
injury to the head, as I have repeatedly experienced. OF the excellence of this 
contrivance I am fo fully perfuaded, that I am refolved on adopting it when I fhall 
return to Italy. Thofe who feel no neceffity for additional warmth, or whe are faffi- 
ciently warmed, by throwing afide the cloth, feel no other temperature than that of the 
apartment itfelf, which is heated to a pleafant degree. The fmoak from the coals is 
conveyed by means of a pipe from the oven under ground, and by means of another 
communicating with the grated bottom of the fire, it is fupplied with air. In certain 
parts where nicety is lefs regarded than in great houfes, fuch as the villages of Curdi- 
ftan, they cook their meat at and bake their cakes on a flat fheet of iron laid over the tennér 


jn little more than an inftant of time. In other parts, where the bread is made thicker, 
shay ufo avensc. 
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On Tuefday the 17th of January, as is ufual at this period, we were much incom. 
moded by extremely cold winds, accompanied by froft and fnow. We hoped to pafs 
the night of this day at a caravanferai, that is to fay, the palace of the caravan, anfwer~ 
ing to a khafe in Arabic, fituated a long day’s journey before us, and about it a number 
of {mall houfes have latterly been conftruéted ; this place is called Sker-neu, or New 
Town. We reckoned, I fay, on fleeping at this caravanferai, but on arrival found 
not only the whole place, but likewife all the furrounding villages occupied by a cara- 
van, confifting of two thoufand fix hundred camels; the number of people travelling 
with it was fo prodigious, that notwithftanding every houfe was filled, many were con- 
ftrained to lodge beneath their tents. Seeing this, we no longer loft any time, but 
encamped on a {pot where there was leaft fhow, and that moft trodden. We lighted 
fires, but found it impoflible to fleep, owing to the cold and the wind, which threatened 
not only to blow down our tents, but even to carry away our beds and bedding. Neft 
icd dur, however, as the Turks fay, this is @ trifle ; inconvenience patt is forgot. Our 
fufferings were great, but, whether owing to the excellence of the air, or other caufes, 
notwithitanding I was frequently expofed without covering to a humid atmofphere, the 
cold and the fnow, for a length of time together, I felt not the leaft injury in confe- 
quence ; being even lefs fubject to colds than I was wont in Italy, where a fimilar expoe 
fure would afluredly have brought me to death’s door. Yet why do I {peak of myfelf ; 
a man who, although of weak habit, am inured to hardfhips ; even my Maani, a young 
and delicate lady, brought up in a warm country, with fuch tendernefs that the wind: 
was never fuffered to “ vifit her face too roughly ;”” my Maani bore with the cold, 
bore with the comfortlefs damps, and was not ill in confequence. Here, however, I 
muft make a remark, Generally, notwithftanding my head has been fhaved, I have 
been accuftomed to fleep without any cap; in confequence of the cold I was induced 
to wear a napkin faftened round my head, by which I became afflicted with a catarrh 
that lafted until I laid afide my napkin. This I deem the more fingular, from my con- 
Rantly wearing a turban during the day, and my fleeping booted and in my clothes, well 
covered, at night. 

We quitted Sker-neu on Wednefday, having as long a journey to make as on the 
preceding day, but with more favourable weather, it ceafing to fnow. We reached. 
Séhénay, or Sahanay, in the evening, a large town inhabited promifcuoufly by Perfians 
and Curds; where, it being of extent, we found accommodation in the houfe of fome 
Perfian ladies who {poke the Turkith language ; and, in order to reft our horfes, 
extremely fatigued by their marching through the fnow, we halted here the whole of 
Thurfday. This place is the extremity of Curdiftan and the beginning of Perfia, at 
leaft, if the general ufe of the Perfian language be the criterion ; any other I could 
not difcover, finding none capable of pointing out to me diftin@tly the borders; for kere 
the people are ufed to call each province by the name of the a@ual governor; as in 
Turkey, on the contrary, a nobleman is called by the name of the city over which 
he prefides. 

‘The Friday following we took up our abode at a large town called Kienghievér, 
Here I began to obferve the great fuperiority of Perfia over Turkey, as well in the 
good difpofition as the number of its inhabitants; the excellent culture of the lands; 
and numerous other circumftances, in which Perfia is little inferior to Chriftendom. 
We no longer now had any occafion to pitch our tents, finding every where caravanferai, 
built either by different Kings or individuals. The accommodation they afford is gra- 
tuitous ; it is nly thelter : fome of thefe inns have apartments, while others have only 
piazzas, with which the people of the country are fatisfied. For my part, defirous of 
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comfort and neatnefs, I always avoided them, lodging when poffible in private houfes, in 
which I was more at my eafe, fora trifle of extra expence. In Kienghievér we found a 
very meat and handfome houfe, and were provided with many different forts of fruit, 
fuch as pomegranates, apples, and freih grapes ; a matter which exceedingly furprifed 
me in fo cold a country, then almoft wholly buried in fhow. Saturday we travelled a 
great way, commencing our journey at midnight; and, after paffing through numerous 
villages, halted at a large town called Saad-abad, or the colony of Saad. ‘This was the 
native place of our muleteers, to pleafe whom, ‘notwithflanding we were impatient to 
be gone, we were obliged to remain for three days, lodging in their houfes. On Wed- 
nefday the 2 5th of January, we afcended a very high mountain, defcending with great 
facility owing to the excellence of the road, notwithftanding it was covered with a 
quantity of fnow. We afterwards paffed feveral other villages, arriving at night at-a 
town called Zaga, or Zagan, and the next day by noon reached Hamadin, where our 
caravan finifhed its courfe, the muleteers being engaged to conduét us no farther. Here 
I hired a houfe, and remained for feveral days, as well to make my obfervations on the 
city, as to lay in neceffaries for the remainder of our journey. 

Hamadan is a very large and well populated city, and one the moft frequented of any 
in Perfia. Its buildings are ruftic, as well as the drefs of its inhabitants. Its gardens, 
however, of which there are a number interfperfed among the houfes and in the public 
fquares, are ornamental, nor is the vine a ftranger ; the Perfians, notwithftanding they 
be Mahommedans, drinking freely and without fcruple of its exhilirating juice. In this 
city merchandize of every defcription is to be found, whether of provifion or for cloath- 
ing, and all the ftreets in which thefe are fold, called bazars, are arched over, a common 
practice throughout Perfia. We met-with great quantities of fruit here, with many kinds 
of which we regaled ourfelves, fuch as apples, pomegranates, grapes, and the like ; this to 
me was furprifing, feeing the cold was fo intenfe that liquors froze even in our cham- 
bers. Hamadan is the refidence of a Khan, to whom feveral Sultans are fubordinate, as 
well as a number of circumjacent villages: the nature of thefe diftin€tions I fhall explain 
as I proceed. We met with great civilities in this city, and were waited upon on the very 
evening of-our arrival by the Daroga, or governor, who commands in the abfence of 
the Khan, the latter being with.the army. - Thinking to entertain me, he. brought 
with him fome women-fingers, but as 1 was extremely fatigued, and had already retired 
to the ladies, more difpofed for fleep than diverfion, 'deputed one of my people to repre- 
fent me, and ftate that I was indifpofed ; he doing the honours at a collation prefented 
according to the cuftom of the.country. ; 

This was not, however, the only inftance of politenefs: {traw and oats being fo farce 
here as fometimes not to be had for money, Scheich Ahmed Bey, one of the principal 
inhabitants, a perfon I-had even never heard of, fent me a prefent of thefe articles for 
my horfes, On another occafion he invited me, with Madame Maani and her ladies, to 
dine with him. Here, however, it is fit I fhould make a remark. 

The Perfians, who are extremely liberal of prefents, expect a return of at leaft an 
equivalent value. Iam told even that where their courtefy has not been followed by 
fuch an acknowlegement, thcy have been hurt even to tears, and required reftoration. 

I fhall give you a defcription of the entertainment: afforded us, which, as all are con~ 
duéted with the fame ceremony, even thofe given by the King, will ferve as a general 
picture of their cuftoms and forms on fuch occafions. In the firft place, Ahmed Bey 
fent a horfe elegantly caparifoned for Madame Maani, which fhe mounted after the 
fafhion of the country, fitting aftride; but in-her Babylonian drefs ; the fervant who 
brought leading the horfe, (fuch being the mode in this city) and fome of her waiting, 

women 
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women in her fuite on foot. We followed her fhortly after, and, on our arrival, were 
met in the court by the mafter of the houfe, who introduced us into an apartment on 
the ground-floor, their houfes being built wholly of one {tory to prevent the labour of 
an afcent. ‘The apartments, however, do not as with us communicate one with another, 
but each has a feparate entrance. Each houfe has a diftin& room for each purpofe; a 
hall for reception of vifitors, a fleeping room, another for {toring provifions, and feveral 
for the mafter and women, thofe of the miftreffes apart from the fervants’. ‘The apatte 
ment into which we were introduced was fquare and fmall, covered with a carpet, the 
walls white and unadorned, the roof a dome of a capricious fancy, ornamented with 
Arabefk paintings. It was heated mot by an oven, after the manner of the Curds, but 
by a fire-place, around which, clofe to the walls, thofe were feated who had been invited, 
and had arrived before me. Of the number was the Daroga, whofe name was Nazar 
Bey, near to whom, as the moft honourable place, I was feated with two of my people, 
that is to fay, Alexander and the painter. ‘There were there three female mufictans 
with inftruments. One of thefe had feveral ftrings, but bore no refemblance to our 
lutes or guitars ; others were tambourines of a larger fize, more melodious, and better 
made than thofe which are ufed by young ladies in Italy. Thefe finging-women are 
very amufing, and on fimilar occafions are hired to divert company; one of them, 
called Filfil, (an Arabic word fignifying pepper,) was much careffed and treated with 
great civility, notwithftanding fhe was both old and ugly, merely on account of her 
being one of thofe who occafionally appeared before the King. The floor of the room 
was covered in many parts with fruit, fuch as pomegranates, pears, Brapes, chick-peas 
falted, of which they keep good ftores, piftachio-nuts, and the like, of which the guefts 
ate when they pleafed. ‘They were feated on théir legs in the middle of the chamber 
between the various difhes, while two young pages, apparently flaves, furrounded by 
bottles of wine, were employed in filling certain filver cups, in the thape of thofe {poons 
with which one eats foup, but fmaller, and prefenting them round to the company 
without any falver. The two cups, one on each fide, changed hands inceffantly, but 
in regular order going about, fo that the laft having finifhed, the firft received it again. 
Yet, notwithftanding the number of thefe Sipo, I doubt if the quantity drank was fo 
much as is taken by a Fleming or a German at a fingle meal, particularly as-I noticed 
none furprifed with wine. 

As for me, who drink none, as they knew, I was excufed, only once taking coffee, 
to which I am very partial, particularly when very warm. According to the religious 
cuftom of the Perfians, which perfeétly agrees with the defcription in holy writ of the 
freedom enjoyed at the banquets of Ahafuerus, none were entreated to drink againft 
their inclination, as is ufual in northern countries, but when fatiated, each paffes the 
cup. This batch of drinking and eating fruit continually was very irkfome to me, but 
much more fo the cuftom of fitting crofs-legged upon our heels, which, however, is 
indifpenfible, extending the legs being confidered an intolerable mark of incivility ; add 
to this, the filence maintained was far from agreeable to me; no other converfation 
pafling at thefe feafts than in whifpers with thofe immediately near to you. The female 
muficians, however, confoled me in a degree ; thefe fung various airs in ihe Perfian 
language, as well fitting as dancing, and accompanying their voice with their inftrus 
ments in a very pleafing manner. ‘Their dances, which are voluptuous, lefs fo, indeed, 
than thofe of the Egyptians, much refemble the voleros of the Spaniards, but their 
gefticulations with the arms appeared to me void of grace; and their uncouth drefs, 
which is very tight and faftened by a band which goes under their haunches, was-il} 
adapted for the difplay of their harlequinifm. I did not comprehend their fongs, ag 1 
am yet a novice in the Perfian, the language in which-theyfung, I diftinguithed, how. 
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ever, the frequent occurrence of Shah Abbas, the name of the King, and conceived 
thence that they were eulogies of that Prince, who, indeed, is held in fuch veneration by 
his fubjects that they fwear by his name; and when they with you well, frequently 
exclaim in Turkith, Shab Abbas murandi vir sin; “ May Abbas the King be kind to 
you ;”? anfwering to our God blefs you. 

Thefe diverfions, and the coilation, lafted till the beginning of night, when, inftead of 
fweetmeats being handed round, as is cuftomary at a royal or princely entertainment, 
the wine and fruit was difplaced. A fofa was then fpread on the ground, that is to fay, 
a large painted cloth, which covered the whole of the floor. On this two fervants 
knecling, handed round in order to the different guefts feated near the walls of the 
room eight large difhes of pildd, made of rice ahd meat, each of different flavour and 
varioufly feafoned. Upon the cloth, in different places, feveral large flat cakes are laid 
pyramidically between the difhes, the fervants waiting on the guefts, who were fo feated 
in the midft of the difhes, as that without change of place three or four could commo- 
dioufly help himfelf from each difh. They ufe no napkins, but in lieu wipe their hands 
on large handkerchiefs of painted linen, embroidered with filk or gold, fufpended from 
the waift. In this inftance the Perfians are lefs nice than the Turks, but fo prevalent 
is this cuftom, that it is followed even by the King. Some wooden fpoons were placed, 
however none but we Europeans ufed them, the Perfians always ufing their fingers and 
hand alone in eating, curving their fingers dexteroufly to ferve as ipoons; a practice 
which to us feemed indelicate and coarfe. : 

After the pili was removed, water was ferved for wafhing the hands, which they ufe 
warm in fummer as well as winter, to clean the hands the better ; they fent likewife to 
our fervants who were at home fome difhes of the piliié, which had not been touched, 
faying it was but right they fhould participate in the feaft, 

While thus regaled the ladies were entertained in a feparate apartment, and the 
finging-women who ate with us repaired to them at intervals to divert them ; for, not- 
withftanding thefe females be of very loofe morals, they yet are admitted as aétreffes 
into the fociety of ladies for their diverfion. ‘The feaft being ended, the guelts retired. 
I was one of the laft to depart. It was late, and night had fet in ; and, when about to 
leave, the matter of the houfe not only offered to conduét me home with all his fer- 
vants, but even wifhed to prefent me with feveral very handfome horfes, and many 
other things, which, however, with much gratitude I declined. 1 omitted to flate to 
you, that in the morring before I paid him a vifit, not being ignorant of the ufage of 
Perfia, as an acknowledgment for his prefent to me, I fent him a packet of nick-nacks 
from Italy, partly eatables, and part ornaments ; neither did I forget the Daroga. 

Perfia 1s every where inhabited, and on its roads travelling is unaccompanied with any 
danger ; this kingdom, unlike Turkey, being gntirely free from highway robberies, 
the diftris being made refponfible for the fecurity of travellers pafling through them. 
On this account, being tired of the caravans, I refolved on travelling by myfelf. How- 
ever, before my departure, as it got wind, feveral perfons determined on accompanying 
me, but each travelled as he lifted. For me, I gave orders not to hurry away fo foon 
in the morning, defirous of enjoying fleep till fun-rife. 

After pafig the whole of the day in packing and weighing my baggage, the charge 
for its tranfport being according to weight; fatisficd with having begun our journey, 
after travelling for an hour, I ftopt at a town or village called Gaurfin, or the land of 
Guebres, where I paffed the night in the apartments of a very large fpacious caravan- 
ferai. Orientals, whether they travel, or are on their way to jom the army under a 
chief, never make much progrefs the firft day ; in order that every one may commo- 


dioufly join the bedy at the appointed place, as well as that if any thing fhould have 
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been forgot, or be wanted, time may be afforded to obtain it; an ancient cuftom prac- 
tiféd by Cyrus, as related by Xenophon. 

On Saturday I lodged at the caravanferai of a fmall village, and on Sunday noticed 
animmenfe number of farms ; on one of which was a royal ftud confilting of five thoufand 
horfes. We took up our abode at night in the houfe of a nobleman, in a large town 
called Dizava, but {pelled Diz-abad, fignifying the colony of Diz. On Monday I 
reached Saru, a large town, ftopping at a private houfe. I obferved here, as well as in 
other towns of Perfia, that the doors of the houfes were very {mall, and of marble, 
which open and clofe in the fame manner as thofe of the fepulchres of the Kings of Jeru- 
falem: they are, however, of rather, clumfy conftruétion. Tuefday I remained all day 
at Saru, to fuffer thofe who accompanied me to go before, on account of the inconve- 
nience I experienced from their arriving at the various places before me, owing to their 
monopolizing the oats for their cattle, Wednefday I made a very fhort journey, 
flopping at a {mall village called Eibeig-abad, where the hottefs, in fpite of my incli« 
nation for fleep, was abfolutely refolved on diverting me till midnight with mufic, fongs,. 
and dances, by a woman with little to recommend her, being dirty in herfelf and her voice 
cracked and hoarfe, and fome little boys who difplayed much tafte and gracefulnels,. 
One of them among the reft, dreft to fuit the fubje&, danced and fung in charaéter 
of a woman in labour, and was fo diverting as almoft to kill us with laughter. On 
‘Thurfday we arrived in the evening at a capital houfe, in a large town, called Sheh. 
rackird. On Friday at Enghevin, a word fignifying, a place for carpets, there being 
here a confiderable manufactory of that article. We received repeated vifits. here, an 
were continually amufed with the converfation of very handfome women, but in particular 
that of a Kanum aga, fo civil and fo agreeable, that at her inftances we were induced, 
to remain here the whole of the next day, fhe inviting Mad. Maani to take a bath, 
and fhewing her every kindnefs imaginable. In the mean time there was no want of mufic,. 
finging, and dancing, in the houfe. 

On Sunday we croffed a mountain very tirefome to pals, owing to the rapidity of 
the acclivity, and the depth of fnow, and in the evening reached Charavend, a large 
town, in which we met with pleafant fociety, and were vifited by ladies of great beauty. 
On Monday, after a long and tedious journey, we halted at Gil-paigan, where we: 
arrived late in the evening. This city refembles Hamadan, but is fmaller; its name 
fignifies a theath for the roots of rofes: we paffed entirely through the. middle of the 
city, from one extremity to the other, night not having yet fet in, and took up our 
lodging in a caravanferai, not yet entirely complete, but of elegant ftru€ture. We 
were but ill-accommodated here ; however,’ not finding any provifion in the place, and: 

being without means of obtaining any from without on account of the latenefs of 
the hour. Tuefday we arrived at Onifcion, where we pafied the night at the houfe: 
of fome very civil, beautiful, and gallant ladies, one of whom called Aga bibicé,. bit- 
terly bewailed her hard fortune in being united to a hufband, too far advanced in yearsy, 
and was fo melancholy as much to excite my compaffion, Our muleteers,, who now 
were near their home, in order that they might pay it a vifit, pretending their cattle 
were fatigued and required changing, left us, with a promife of returning fhortly.. 
‘They delayed their return, however, till Friday afternoon: in confequence, notwithf{tand. 
ing it was late, I ordered the mules to be laden, and to punith them, took. up abode 
in a wretched caravanferai at the extremity of the village, but at fome diftance from 
where we were. On Saturday by night we reached a caftle, fituated ona high and: 
rugged rock, of very difficult accefs. It has, I learnt, two different names, Rahmet- 
abad and Khiuneiran: but finding a more convenient lodging, werefted at abath ina 
room: 
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ain under a fmall dome, where fuch as chofe to bathe undrefs and drefs them- 
felves. ; 

In the evening at leaft five-and-twenty females, led by the lady of the governor of the 
caftle, came to make tamafcia. The curiofity of the Perfians is indeed furprizing, yet not 
lefs fo their hofpitality, which is ftill the fame as related by Philoftratus, in his life of Apol- 
Jonius, Even with the King it is enough you fhould declare yourlelfa foreign traveller. 
A certain Auguftin monk, refident at this court for the court of Spain, related to me, that 
the King one day giving an entertainment toa Prince of Tartary, who had lately arrived 
there, and cuftom making requifite he fhould pull off the boots hé wore, on walking on the 
‘carpets with which the floors are covered, the fervants were direéted to pull off his boots ; 
but as he could not eafily fupport himfelf on one leg, while they pulled the boot from the 
other, the King himfelf held him up on the occafion ; and noticing the Portugueze monk, 
who was prefent, to appear furprized at his condefcenfion, as well as others, who were by, 
he looked at him with a {mile, and being of extreme ready wit, made ufe of a proverb of the 
country, which, however, is taken from Homer : Metrimanez choda: —a gueft, aman 
from God. 

To return to my travels. On Sunday the rgth of February, we arrived in the eve: 
ning at a fpot fo well peopled as to deferve rather the name of a city than a town or 
village, called Dehhé, or Deha, and paffed the night in a very neat, nay, elegant apart- 
ment. On Monday we flept at an old caravanferai almoft in ruins, in midft of a coun- 
try deferted on account of the unwholefomenels of its water ; the name of this canton 
is Alei. On Tuefday we madea long day’s journey through a fimilar country, repof- 
ing at a caravanferai as miferable as that of the preceding evening, at a place called 
Chialifiah. Here I found a fervant difpatched to me by the Carmelite friars, who had 
waited for me there for three days. ‘Thefe friars refide at Hifpahan on the part of His 
Holinefs, and, in confequence, are highly refpeGted by the King ; and, as I had advifed 
them by letter of my intention of feeing them fhortly, they informed me by this exprefs 
of what had taken place between them and one of the King’s minifters, refident in Hif. 
pahan as Vizier. ‘They, as well as feveral others, had informed him of my arrival; 
and knowing that I came in quality of the King’s vifitor, being fo perfuaded by the 
friars, and, moreover, that I wasa Roman, and Beigzade or noble, he determined 
on fetting out to meet me, and paying me the firft vifit at my houfe, in which he would 
not fail to be copied by the principal perfons of the city ; but he was diffuaded from 
his intention by the good fathers, at my requeft, who reprefented to him that I con- 
fidered I fhould be wanting in the refpeét due to fo great a King, in making parade 
in a city dependent on him, before I had had the honour of being prefented, and that 
I fhould be entirely fatisfied by his doing me the favor of appointing apartments for* 
me. My anfwer gratified the Vizier, who informed me he fhould have to dread His 
Majefty’s difpleafure, had he been deficient of thewing me every attention. He accord- 
ingly alligned me a houfe of honour, belonging to the King, and deftined for the 
reception of foreigners ; which being communicated to me on Wednefday, 22d Febru- 
ary, after difpatching fome of my people before me, to acquaint the fathers of my 
arrival, I entered Spaubawn, as the city is called, although it be {pelt Hifpahan ; the 
initial vowel being left out before the S, as we are accuftomed with thofe of the Spa- 
nifh words, with an § preceded by E. 

On. arriving at Hifpahan I dedicated the firft days to paying my devoirs to the 
Carmelite friars, as fubmiffive and obedient to the Pope as they are to the King, refpe@- 
able men, of great liberality, in whofe fociety I felt myfelf extremely happy. Living yet 
incoguito, -I had to refolve on what plan to follow. At firft I thought of fetting out 
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immediately to join the King, then from thirty to forty days’ journey diftant, on the 
frontiers of the Turks and Georgians, with whom he was at war; but receiving intelli- 
sence, that if the difference with the Turks were not altogether adjufted, a ceffation of 
hoftilities had taken place ; and that the King, after vifiting the frontier towns, would 
certainly arrive in a litile time, to receive certain embaffadors from the King of Lahor, 
of, as he is called, the Grand Mogul, I have changed my intention, and await his return 
in Hifpahan. By this exprefs I forward to my friends in Rome and Conftantinople, 
diretions to remit me wherewithal to bear my expences, here as well as onthe reft 
of the travels I project: their anfwers, if not from Italy at leaft from Conftantinople, 
T expeét will find me in this city ; and intend, whatever be my reception on the part of 
the King, to remain here till after the month of Auguft, and amufe myfelf with the 
enjoyments which Hifpahan affords. 

This city is very large, handfome. and well peopled, fo much fo that in all the Eaft 
I have met with none which excel it; for notwithftanding in point of fituation 
Conftantinople certainly furpaffes, in many other points it falls fhort of Hifpahan. 
Hifpahan itfelf, that is to fay, the {pace contained within its walls, is nearly as large as 
Naples, but three other quarters adjoining it, have lately been begun under direc. 
tion of the King; one is the New Tauris, inhabited already by the colony tranf. 
ported from that place ; the King however has given this quarter the name of Abbase 
abad: another is the New Chiolfa, peopled wholly with very rich Armenian mer- 
chants, brought from various parts on the frontiers, that they might not be expofed to 
the ritk of his lofing them as fubjeéts by any future wars, for the better defence of his 
kingdom devattating the borders, and bringing their inhabitants to cultivate lands 
affigned them in the heart of Perfia; thus fecuring thefe people, who contribute not 
only to the grandeur, but alfo to the opulence and beauty, of the city of Hifpahan, 
the principal abode of His Majefty, and a city in which, if we may je e from the mule 
tiplicity of ftru€tures continually ereGting, and the great expence lavifhed upon it, the - 
King exceedingly delights. ‘The third quarter is that in which dwell the Guebtes, or 
idolaters and infidels ; and by the place it is apparent that Shah Abbas means to con: 
net the whole of thefe with Hifpahan, the works for the purpofe being: carried on with 
incredible energy. When complete I conceive that the circuit of. the whole will be 
fuperior to that of Conftantinople or Rome. 

‘The buildings, generally fpeaking, are fuperior to thofe of Conftantinople, but not fo 
lofty. On the ealtern part of the city the houfes are handfome and well conftructed, 
but particularly the bazars ; thefe are elegant, fymmetrical, very large, with piazzas, 
and built according to the niceft rules of architeQure. In thefe all kinds of merchan. 

adize are to be found conveniently difpofed for fuch as with to buy or barter. There 
are alfo a number of caravanferai for the accommodation of ftrangers, well built, ftill bet- 
ter furnifhed, and {pacious ; and as the revenue from them is confiderable and lucra- 
tive to the King and individuals to whom they belong, they take efpecial care to have 
them folidly conftruéted, and kept in good repair. 

They have no mofques in this city comparable to the five of fix in Conftantinople’; 
but to make amends, they have two curiofities not to be equalled either in Conftanti- 
nople or any city in Chriftendom. 

‘The one is the Meidan or the grand {quare that fronts the Royal Palace. It is fix 
hundred. and ninety of my paces in length, and two hundred and thirty broad, orna. 
mented entirely round with moft elegant-arched porticoes, of the niceft fymmetry, their 
ureglarity not being interrupted by any ftreet. Thefe porticoes, over which balconies 
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are conftruted with large windows, are fo many fhops in which different articles of 
merchandize are expofed. I can affure you that this grand fucceffion of -fymmetrical 
buildings has fuch a fine effect, and delights the eye fo much, that notwithftanding 
the houfes of the fquare of Navona be more lofty and magnificént, from its want of 
fimilarity, and other recommendations poffefled by the Meidan, even that fquare muft 
yield it the palm. A large rivulet, or rather a fmall river, running in a direét line with 
the quays which border it on each fide, flows inceffantly round the Meidan near to 
the porticoes, watering in a very agreeable manner each quarter of the fquare: jutt 
above the level of the water of the ftream a handfome pavement of {tone is laid on one 
fide for the convenience of people on foot, while on the other, next to the piazzas, are a 
number of fine trees, planted in a line at regular diftances from each other, and of equal 
height, whence I conclude that, when in afew days they fhall put on the drefs of {pring, 
nothing can be more delightful than the profpect they muft afford. The middle of the 
f{quare confifts of fand : it is confequently always dry, and extremely fuitable for exhi- 
byions of horfemanthip. 

The gate of the King’s palace is on one of thefe noble fronts, about two-thirds down 
its length. It is rather pretty than magnificent or fuperb. A little below is the Lady’s 
Gate, not yet finifhed. Oppofite to that of the King, on the other fide, is a mofque, 
with a beautiful portal and dome of a kind of porcelain, fancifully painted. On one 
fide the foundations of a new mofque have been begun, on which the workmen are 
barely employed ; and from the other, towards the bazars, you have a charming per- 
fpedtive, correfponding with the mofque, with two galleries raifed on-porticoes. Hither, 
every night, muficians repair, who play on martial inftruments ; fome after the Turkith, 
others in the Perfian manner: the mufic of them is highly grateful to the ear, and yet 
fo powerful, that it is diftin@ly heard over all the fquare, notwithftanding its vaft fize. 

The other curiofity is an immenfe ftreet, at prefent out of the city, but which, when 
the four quarters become conneéted, will join them exaétly in the middle ; it is from 
two to-three miles in length, and twice the breadth of that of Ponte Molle at Rome. 
At the head of this ftreet, on the fide of Hifpahan, a fmall fquare houfe is built, in form 
of a pavilion, furrounded by balconies and windows, enriched with paintings and 
numerous ornaments, exprefsly for affording from its high fite a profpcét of the whole 
length of the ftreet. There is a communication between this place and the Royal 
Palace by means of a corridor, Two walls of equal height form the two fides of this 
ftreet: and within the walls are the King’s gardens, which every one is allowed to 
enter, and eat of the fruit of infinite forts which they contain, by making a trifling pre- 
fent to the gardener, On each fide the ftreet, at regular intervals, and oppofite to each 
other, are entrances into the gardens, with {mall lodges for the convenience of fuch as ., 
chufe to reft and refrefh themfelves with fruit. The number of thefe gates, with talte- 
ful frontifpieces, is confiderable, and gratify the eye exceedingly by the exactitude of 
their properties and fymmetry. Without as well as within the walls trees are planted 
the whole length, of equal height, in a direét line and at equal diftances, the verdure of 
which relieves while it- charms the fight. In addition to this, in the courts of the 
largeft and handfomeft houfes, are proportionate canals, without parapets, of different 
forms : the water which fupplies thefe flowing nearly level the length of the ftreet, in 
a bed of flone, leaving on each fide fufficient {pace for horfe and foot paffengers. In 
many of thefe refervoirs are fpouting fountains, and where there are acclivities, cafcades, 
which delight the ear with their murmur. The ftreet itfelf is paved in the middle, and 
next the walls with {mall ftones, not inconvenient for the paffenger either on foot or 
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on horfebagk, and the interval between the pavements on cach fide is planted with 
flowers and fhrubs, which in fpring muft needs be incomparably grateful, as well from 
their beauty as their fragrance. : 

‘The river which flows along the middle of the ftreet is very broad but not deep ; it 
is forincd by a number of {mall ftreams, which fall from the neighbouring mountains, 
and afterwards again it divides into many rivulets, which lofe themfelves without pro- 
eceding to the fea, or dilemboguing any where. Over this river is a bridge built of 
brick, broader than that at Rome, and three or four times as long. It is of fingular 
form, with porticos and galleries on the fides in lieu of parapets, which ferve as a pro- 
menade both above and below, the latter under cover, the upper not : but what pleafe me 
moft, are the walks on level with the water, built on large piers of ftone, which traverfe 
the double rows of arcades, and which in fummer muft be delightful, at once fhady and 
cool, while the ear is charmed by the murmur of the waters falling from a cafcade cons 
ftructed on purpofe in this {pot, and forming a very agreeable profpeét. Beyond the 
bridge the {treet continues the fame, lined with walls, trees, houfes, gardens and refé. 
voirs ; the houfes and gardens, however, no more belong to the King, but individuals 
of quality, who, to enjoy the beauty of the fite, have con{truéted them here, each emu. 
lous of excelling his neighbour in the clegance of them. 

This {treet terminates in a large garden called Hazar-gerib, fignifying it to contain a 
thoufand gerib, a certain meafure of land; the garden and the fireet itfelf, however, is 
otherwife called Chiahar-bagh, or four gardens ; that being the number here formerly, 
now reduced to the one I mention. You afcend to this garden by fteps, but of fo 
little height and fo broad, that you may go up them on horfeback. ‘This garden con- 
tains nothing but fruit-trees planted in lines, and fo low that perfons on horfeback, and 
even thofe on foot, may readily gather them as they go along. This garden belongs to 
the King, but is open to all, and produces fuch abundance of fruit as to enable all 
the inhabitants of the town, who frequently refort hither, to lay in ftore. Lach kind of 
fruit grows in feparate fquares by itfelf; figs in one fpace, peaches in another, pears ina 
third, and fo on. In it are alleys as long as the eye can reach, croffing each other; 
others of the length of the {treet bordered with cyprefs. At the extremity, on the moft 
eminent fpot, is a large ftream, beyond which is a wall, which enclofes the whole. A 
number of large ftrects, fcarcely fecond to this in beauty, crofs the city in different parts ; 
thefe it will be needlefs to defcribe, what I have mentioned being fufficient to give an 
idea of the Chiahar-bagh, and thew it truly royal and magnificent; and placing it much 
before the Del popolo at Rome, or the Poggio Reale at Naples, the ftreet out of 
Genoa, or the Monreale at Palermo. 

This city poffeffes other curiofities which are not marvellous, but for their fingularity 
deferve notice. Among thefe a minar, or tower, whence the hour is proclaimed to the 
people at the King’s ftables, to call to prayers. This minar is built entirely of the heads 
of wild goats and other animals killed in one general hunting-match, given either by the 
prefent King or fome of his family, and exhibits a remarkable fpecimen of the whim. 
fical fancy of the Perfians, in which charaéteriftic, I underftand, none excel His Majefty 
himfelf, the number of inftances he has afforded in proof of this being fufficient to fill 
a volume ; fome of them on a future occafion I fhall communicate. In addition to this, 
the firft hall of the royal palace, where the King ulually receives ambaffadors or guetts, 
and in which he entertains and holds conference with them ; I fay the firft hall, becaufe 
the palace where the King refides is diftant at the bottom of the garden ; and into this, 
according to the cuftom of the Princes of the Eaft, very rarely is any one admitted ; but 
in the grand {quare, the Meidan, over the gate of the firft entrance, there is a pavilion, 
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which, as I before have noticed, is rather pretty or handfome than magnificent. This 
is the building deftined for the purpofes I have obferved. When the King comes 
hither it is always on horfeback, through a wide alley between two rows of very high 
walls, reaching from the gate of entrance to the palace where-he refides. The utmoft 
reverence is fhewn to the gate of entrance, fo much fo, that no one prefumes to tread 
on a certain ftep of wood in it fomewhat elevated, but, on the contrary, people kifs it 
occafionally as a precious and holy thing. ‘To the apartments over the entrance you 
afcend by a narrow ftaircafe, which does not pleafe my fancy. ‘Thefe confift of a {mall 
room in the middle on each ftory, of which there-are feveral, furrounded by fmall anti- 
chambers: on the fide fronting the Meidan, and that oppofite to it, are fmall balconies 
after their manner, to allow, while feated on the floor, a profpect of the neighbourhood. 
There are in this place fo many apartments, cabinets, and paflages conducting to them, 
that I was affured by the parties, there were no Jefs than five hundred doors in the 
heufe, although fmall, in this particular refembling the rooms themfelves. 

The beauty of this houfe confifts in its walls, which are enriched with gilding from 
the ceiling to the floor, with excellent miniature paintings in various colours, with dark 
ornaments, which have a very fine effet, and the more fo, the walls being of a fhining 
white, refembling fatin. The domes likewife are loaded with decorations, gilding, rich 
colours, fculpture, and alti-relievi, in different compartments, and without confufion ; 
and are well worthy our imitation in Italy. 

On the walls of the different apartments are pafinels at intervals, on which various 
figures are painted, but as they are unacquainted with hiftory or mythology, all their 
pictures are reprelentations of men and women, either fingle or together, in lafcivious 
pottures ftanding, drinking with bottles and cups in their hands; fome overcome with 
wine and flecping, others reeling, in fhort, difplays of the votaries of Venus and Bacchus. 
Among thefe, moftly dreft in the coftume of the country, are fome with hats, intended 
to reprefent Europeans, apparently defigned to intimate that Perfians are not the only 
ones addiéted to wine. ‘Lhefe figures, notwithftanding they be painted in extremely 
rich colours, are badly drawn, the painters of the country being far behind ours; fF 
was in confequence apprehenfive of lofing mine, if the King fhould chance to learn 
his merit. 

I had yet to fee the Guli-ftaun, or garden of rofes, but defer vifiting it until in 
perfection. No one when the King is prefent is fuffered to view the apartments of the 
palace ; now, however, that he is away, individuals fuch as ourfelves are fecretly admit- 
ted. In it I noticed the workmen very bufy, altering and completing the works not yet 
finifhed. On days of ceremony alone certain perfons are admitted to converfe on bufi- 
nefs with the Shah. Others who do not enter ride on horfeback before the palace, wait- 
ing for the King’s appearance, who every day rides out alfo on horfeback into the middle 
of the Meidan, when fometimes he amiules himfelf in converfing with each individual ; 
at others exercifes his horfe backwards and forwards on the fquare ; at others again, 
liftens to any one who wifhes to addrefs him, Occafionally he has refrefhments 
brought him into the middle of the {quare. Now he takes an airing in a different part, 
accompanied by his courtiers ; at other times, and moft frequently, he rides by himfelf 
among the bazars, to fee what is pafling. 

In Hifpahan, befides lions, tigers, and other fimilar animals which are common, I faw 
three elephants, a prefent to the King from India ; they were but fmall. The manner of 
their guiding and punifhing them isexiraordinary. They ufe for this purpofe a ftick pointed, 
with iron at one end, with which the keeper pricks them, and at the other with a 
crooked piece of iron, with which he tickles the infide of the ear, or fcratches them be- 
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tween the ears, without {paring the flefh. I fhall now proceed to deferibe the country 
of Perfia; its inhabitants, manners ; its military, and officers. mee 

The country in the neighbourhood of Hifpahan is fertile and the atr temperate, not- 
withftanding its inequality, it being a mixture of vales and mountains, not connected but 
ftanding feparate ; fo that frequently a very lofty and rocky mountain rifes in midft of 
a beautiful and extenfive meadow. 

The inhabitants of Perfia are of feveral defcriptions. They confift, firftly, of ftrangers 
-of various countries, who refort thither to traffic, of whom the Indians are the moft 
numerous; among thefe fome Banyans, chiefly from the Guzurat, which formerly belonged 
to the King, but is now dependent on the Grand Mogul ; of thefe a part profefs Ifamifm, 
the religion of the King of Lahor, fovereign at this time of the greateft part of India ; 
while the others are Gentiles adoring numerous idols. ‘The religion of the Perfians is 
alfo various. Some are Gaurs, or Guebres, and are faid, on account of the extraordinary 
care with which they preferve it, to adore fire; however, as I proceed I fhall be more 
diffufe on their head. I thall only juft remark, that thefe are the defcendants of the 
ancient Perfians who lived in the time of Alexander; but having fuffered materially by 
the wars waged by different fovereigns againit them, they are now reduced to a handful 
of people, difperfed through three or four of the cities of Perfia, of which Hifpahan is 
one, where they live feparate in one of the quarters I have defcribed, which is to be united 
to Hifpahan, and render it a capital city comprized of four fo near to each other as only 
to be feparated by the breadth of the beautiful ftreet, the Chiahar-bagh, and the river 
which croffes it. The difpofition of them is as follows: Hifpahan lays north of the 
river and eaft of the ftreét ; on the oppofite fide of the ftreet, on the weft, is Abbas- 
abad. On the fouth fide of the river, in the angle oppofite to Abbas-abad, is Chidlfa, 
and adjoining this and oppofite to Hifpahan is Gabr-abad, inhabited by the Guebres, 
the Gentiles I have juft mentioned. 

There are, moreover, Chriftians of different feéts; Syrians, Georgians in muth greater 
abundance, and an infinite number of Armenians. Thefe latter are extremely rich, 
carrying on ‘moft of the commerce of the country, particularly that with Turkey : 
befides thefe the Mahometans, who may be ranked in two different clafles, the one 
common and general, called properly Agemi, or Agiami: thefe are Mahometans 
defcended from the ancient Perfians, who changed their religion with their govern- 
ment, and are likewife called Tat, that is, a vaffal and cowardly race ; the other Kizil- 
bafhi, comprifing the foldiery and the nobility, who are now in high efteem. Agem 
is the general name for the empire of Perfia ; Farfiftaun, or Parfiftaun, whence Perfia 
is derived, denoting regularly no more than a province, although by acceptation it be 
ufed in common with Agem for the whole. The Kizilbafhi come originally from 
Turkey, and fubdued and governed the country for a long time with abfolute fway, 
until the afflumption of the empire by an aneeftor of His prefent Majefty. This pera 
fonage, the forefather of Shah Abbas, was by origin an Arab of the race of Mahomet, 
who becoming powerful by means of the Turkith foldiery, and tired of fubmiffion to 
their fovereigns, by acquiring the reputation of a faint, and, laftly, by confirming himfelf 
in the efteem of all by new opinions which he introduced into the law, he deprived the 
Turks of their fway, but did not difqualify them from the ufe of arms, or the manage- 
ment of affairs under the will of the Kings v:ho have fince ruled. 

Hmael Sofi, which was the name of the firft King of this dynafty, having a number 
of followers among the ‘Turcomans, who adopted the tenets of this difciple of Ali, in 
order to diftinguifh his fectaries, gave the Turks who fought under his.banners a red cap 
to wear under their turban, furmounted by a knot with twelve {mall plaits about it, in 
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remembrance of the twelve defcendants of Ali, whom they revere as their apoftles, and 
the chiefs of theix fet. Thefe defcendants are called by the title of Imami, fignifying 
fovereign pontiff of the faith. This fe€t was called Sonnites, and reigned under the {pe- 
cious and fuperb name of Califs, that is to fay, fucceffors of Mahomet in fpiritual as 
well as temporal affairs; preferving their empire for a long time, firft in Damafcus and 
afterwards in Bagdad. 

To his Turkith followers Ifmael gave the name of Kizilbathi, that is to fay, red heads, 
on account of the cap in which he dreft them; and entered Perfia, then much divided, 
As at this time it was parted into many figniories, whofe chiefs were perpetually at war, 
he found it no difficult tafk to make himfelf mafter of the whole. From this Ifmael the 
reigning Prince defcends in a direct line, and among his other titles is called Sheich zadi, 
or fon of the Scheich, that is to fay, of that man fo much renowned for fandity. On 
fome folemn occafions, I underftand it is ufual for the King himfelf to wear this red cap, 
called tag, or crown, which is a mark of the wearer belonging to the army, and of 
nobility. : 

The Kizilbathi are likewife of two forts. The one the heirs of their predeceffors, 
who inherit from father to fon the dignity and rank of their fires in the army, the other 
occafionally appointed by the King, whofe fubjeéts or flaves of whatfoever nation they 
may be, if eftabliffied in the country and enrolled among the Kizilbathi, become thereby 
naturalized and ennobled, they and their pofterity. Sometimes alfo His Majetty, as a 
token of his efteem for a foreigner, makes him a Kizilbathi, by beftowing on him the . 
tag, this, however, is rarely the cafe: in fifteen years, that a gentleman {peaking to 
me on the fubject had refided in the country, he had known but once of fuch an occurs 
rence, in the inftance of Sir Robert Shirley, who received this honour upon his going 
as ambaffador from the court of Perfia to Rome. 

All the Kizilbafhi bear the title of Bey, or lord, but their captains, commanding 
moftly a hundred men, are called Luzbafhi, or chief of a hundred. Thefe Luzbafhi 
are inferior to Sultans. In Turkey this title fignifies King, but in Perfia a general of 
an army, or commandant of a city, or fome ftrong place. A Khan is lord over feveral 
of thefe Sultans; this name is alfo that which Kings affume among the Turks, but 
with the Perfians it anfwers to Viceroy, or governor of a province, poffeffing, however, 
abfolute authority, and nominating at pleafure all the officers under him as well civil as 
military, fubje€t to no other orders of the King in his province than what regard the 
number of his people to be drafted for war, or matters relative to the ftate. Among the 
Sultans there are likewife fome of the moft powerful, although the number of thefe be 
fmall, who, acknowleging no fuperior jurifdiétion of a Khan, depend immediately on 
the King. All thefe officers hold their appointments at the will of the King; in Perfia, 
however, according to ancient cuftom, they are feldom difplaced from caprice when 
they do their duty, but when removed it is ufually to aflume fome higher ftation as a 
reward for their fervices. 

‘The King in general grants the dignity of Khan to a fubjeét not for his life alone, the 
children moft frequently inheriting, fo that there are families in which this dignity has 
defcended for two hundred years, whence their fubje€ts lock on them rather as their 
true and legitimate lords than as officers of the King, or minifters of the flate. TI under- 
fland, however, that the prefent King is difpofed to annihilate this cuftom, on account 
of thefe gentlemen being too abfolute in their diftri€ts, as he experienced at the begin. 
ning of his reign. Except, however, the government of provinces, cities, and large 
towns, the children inherit from their parents whatever they poffefled; but as a token of 
fabmiffion and dependence, the fe on the death of his father, gives a declaration to 
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the King of what the deceafed died worth, as well in moveables as immoveables, when, 
in cafe of any thing pleafing His Majefty, he takes it, and leaves the reft. If, on the 
contrary, the condudt of the defun& fhould have been defective and treacherous to the 
ftate, confifcation then enfues, and the King takes all. 

Perfia has a number of thefe Khans, fome more powerful than others. The moft 
eminent is that of Shiras, the metropolis of Perfia Proper, fituated about twelve leagues 
from the {pot where ftood the famous city of Perfepolis, demolifhed in a drunken bout 
by Alexander, and the refidence of the Magi, who followed the ftar to Bethlehem? in 
order to adore Chrift, capital of the province of Fars; its peculiar government is very 
large, extending to the fea of Hormouz, fome days’ journey from Hifpahan, 

‘The Khan can fend twenty-five thoufand horfe into the field ; and his province. as I 
am affured by people converfant in the matter, is of much greater extent than Portugal. 
In Hifpahan, the capital of Irak, Cafbin, a principal city alfo of Irak, and in fome other 
confiderable citics there is no Khan, thefe places being royal cities. In thefe the King 
has his palaces, furnifhed with flaves, women, and every requifite ; this, on account of 
his refiding rarely for any length of time at one place, and the inconvenience attendant 
on journeying with a large train. He takes pleafure in travelling occafionally with only 
two or three attendants, excellently mounted ; their horfes journeying with fuch {peed 
as to perform in the fpace of five or fix nearly thirty days’ journey. On this account, 
he has conftantly fome of thefe horfes ready faddled and bridled in his flables, the hour 
or even minute of his departure being ever uncertain. 

It is now, however, time to turn from public matters to my own concerns. On Sun- 
day 12th of March, Father John, the vicar-general of the Carmelites, availed himfelf of 
the departure of a courier, who left this place for the camp where the King is, to inform 
the King’s fteward of the houfehold, or Mehimandar, of my arrival, and that I remained 
at Hifpahan, waiting for intelligence whether His Majefty was on his return, or, if not, 
where I might A him. We fhall, no doubt, have an anfwer to this letter, which will 
determine my ftay or departure hence. 

On the fame day I was vifited by two ladies of quality, Chriftians of the Georgian 
church, refident in Hifpahan. ‘hey poffeffed confiderable property in their own 
country, but owing to the fuddennefs with which the army of Abbas, confifting of one 
hundred thoufand men, fell upon their eftates, they had no time to efcape, as did Tri- 
muraz Khan ; but following the example of a relation of theirs, a governor, they fur- 
rendered themfelves to the King. Preferving themfelves ftedfa{t in their faith, they 
fhut themfelves out from the bounty of the King, and, having fold all their flaves and 
property for fubfiftence, are reduced to accept of the eleemofynary aid of the monks 
who refide here. Touched by their misfortunes and noble demeanor, we became much 
attached to them. The natives of the country whence they come have ever been fanious 
as good foldiers; the country itfelf, I underftand is beautiful, and much refembles the 
fineft parts of Lombardy. 

I find an inconvenience in keeping Lent here, owing to the want of fifh in the few 
and very {mall rivers which Perfia can boaft, and the diftance of the fea in any part 
from Hifpahan, The Mediterranean being fixty, the Perfian Gulph thirty, and ihe 
Cafpian Sea twenty days’ journey diftant. The fifh we eat at prefent comes from the 
Cafpian, and (perhaps on account of there being no other) appears to me excellent ; 
when, however, we may without fcruple eat meat, we fhall fare extremely weil, thera 
being here of all defcriptions in abundance. In Hifpahan, where living is dear, for a 
piaftre of Spain (the money moft in efteem throughout all the Eaft) you have fiver 
fix fat pullets; but on the road when travelling, in feveral places the fame {um paid 
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for provender for the mules and horfes, and food for four-and-twenty perfons we had 
with us, As for fruits, it may fuffice to tell you that we are now living on moft ex- 
cellent melons, and have been for this month paft, whether owing to the care with 
which they are preferved, their being fown late, or of a different fpecies I know not ; 
yet from the excellence and purity of the air or the drynels of the earth fuiting and 
preferving them, they are eaten here all the winter, and at that period are of a moft 
‘delicious flavour. 

*At the drug fhops, I have found a matter fold here under the name of Hamama, of 
which I fend you a fpecimen, I do not however conceive it to be the amomum we looix 
for ; of the larger cardamom alfo, which I was folicitous of meeting with, underftand- 
ing it much refembled the amomum, I fend you a parcel. Whethewit be the amomum 
as I conceived or another fpecies of cardamom unknown to us, I am fatisfied there is 
none of the fort in Italy, as it is not to be procured in Turkey, and is very 
rare here. It poflibly may be dear; I fhall however obtain as much of it as poffible. 
There are herea thoufand other drugs from India, Cathay, and other places ; as, how- 
ever, Lam not a connoiffeur in this article, and have nobody who can give me informa- 
tion on the matter, I know not how to make a collection. 

In the packet, you will likewife find a fmall branch of a fhrub, which inflead of 
Jeaves or flowers, as you will diftinguifh, produces filaments of a lightifh green colour, 
which yields a very refrething liquor held as a fovereign remedy for alleviating the 
heat of fevers; in addition it is of a very grateful fmell. It is called bidmifk or the 
mufk fallow, owing to its refemblance in fragrance to mufk and its being deemed a 
{pecies of willow. 

The day of the vernal equinox, called here Neu rouz, or new day, is one of great 
feftivity in Perfia. On this day, mutual prefents are made, and gifts are tendered on 
the part of dependants to their fuperiors, and of the whole kingdom, and the minifters 
to the King ; every one appears in new dreffes, feafts are given, and greater freedom, 
and more diverfions reign than on other occafions, the country about the town being 
all alive from the number of parties enjoying themfelves. Thefe entertainments con- 
tinue for feveral days; and in thefe the Indians participate, ereéting tents in the courts 
of the caravanferai, where they pafs the night in finging and dancing. The 
aftronomers here, if I miftake not, differ from us in the afcertainment of the 
day of the equinox, but as it is not yet come, I fhall be better able to fpeak of this 
hereafter. Aftronomy is fo well known in Perfia, that there is not a foldier in the 
army, however ignorant he may be, but without confulting the tacuim, or almanac, he 
wears at his breaft, can readily tell what conjunétion or oppofition of planets occur on any 
particular day, and is equally prompt at other matters. ‘The King is conftantly attended 
by a judicial aftrologer, and undertakes nothing ere he has firft confulted him. Thofe 
among this people alfo who prefer the peaceful mufes to the noify god of war 
poffels much genius, and produce enchanting compofitions. Among thefe are 
many of great nobility, and even of Royal blood, who are ftyled Mirza, that is to 
fay, fons of Princes; and thefe are the real nobility of Perfia, although degraded 
for policy’s fake, and neither foldiers or Kizilbafhi. They delight much in ftudy, 
and compared with the reft of orientals are very learned, yet not equally fo with 
our men of intelligence. 

Methinks I have faid and written a great deal, the fhort time of my refidence here 
confidered, and the little knowlege of the country I have hitherto acquired. I fhall 
conclude, therefore, begging you not to wonder at the confufion of my letter, as I 
have written precipitately as the matter flowed ; I hope neverthelefs that the information 
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it affords may be ferviceable, as from the evidence I have had of your genius, Iam 
aware that it will not be difficult for you to extraét order from the chaos of my writing, 
and give it a new and more regular form. 

Hifpahan, March 17, 1619, 

It efcaped my memory to mention two things, with which it is fit you fhould be 
made acquainted, the one, that the title of Kizilbafhi is common not only to the 
foldicrs and: nobles, but, in common with Fars and Ajem, to the country itfelf; ites 
however more in ufe among the ‘Turks and foreigners than the natives themfelves ; 
the other, that in Perfia, by a particular and very ancient privilege, liberty of opinion 
is allowed to all, egch following the religion his confcience dictates, and living as he 
pleafes under proteétion of the law. Hence each nation has a difting@ quarter of 
refidence as I have defcribed of Hifpahan. Moreover they are allowed to adminifter 
juftice according to their own laws in civil as well as criminal cafes, the courts of His 
Majelty having fcarcely any jurifdiGtion over them. This right indeed is fo pre 
valent at prefent, that not only diftin@ nations but even ambafladors of Princes, the 
King’s guefts, and others of fimilar defcription, exercife a fimilar authority, not only 
over their own fervants, but alfo over thofe who may be fubject to them only for a 
time. The priors of convents enjoy the fame privilege. 

I mutt further remark that whatever be the crinie of an individual who flies for res 
fuge from juftice to the palace of the King, it is a facred afylum, At prefent there is a 
man of quality whom the King was defirous of putting to death for fome ftate treafon ; 
but being quick enough to enter the palace (although if he made but a ftep without 
the gate, he would inftantly be put to death without further procefs) he is fecure 
from every violence. None is refufed admittance to the palace, but on paffing the 
threfhold, which he kiffes, as I have before remarked, he has claim of protection, 
This threfhold in fhort is in fuch veneration, that its name of Aftané is the denomi« 
‘nation for the court and the Royal palace itfelf. Thus by adding the term doulet, or 
profperity, Aftane y doulet means the court of profperity. The palace is alfo called 
Doulet chané, the houfe of profperity. 

Here, likewife, it may be proper I fhould mention that the prefent King has inftituted 
corps of infantry called fufileers, as better adapted than cavalry for befieging and de. 
fending fortreffes: thefe, however, have no red knot, and are not Kizilbafhi or gentle. 
men, and are commanded by captains. Of thefe, at prefent, there are fome in all 
his dominions, and in every province. They do not, however follow the army, as its 
march is too rapid for their accompaniment. 


Letter the fecond of Pietro delle Valle combats the objections raifed by Signor 
Schipuno again{t compiling an account of his travels; and a difcourfe intended to be 
delivered by him to the Academy of Humourifts, not being material to the defcription 
of Perfia, it has been omitted, 


LETTER UL 


’ 3 Hifpaban, December 8, 1617. 
IN my preceding letters from this city of the month of March laft, I defcribed to 
you my journey hither from Bagdad, and fo much of the curiofities of Hifpahan, and 
matters in general refpecting Perfia, that at prefent I have little information to atiurd 
you. I promifed in one of thefe to give you on fome future occafion more particulars 
refpeCling the Guebres, A few days ago I vifited their new city, the pofition of which 
T have 
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T have before defcribed. It is called the Guebriftun ; or the place of the infidels. Ir 
is well built, the ftreets very wide, ftraight, and much handfomer than thofe of 
Ghidlfa, having been conftructed fince them with more experience and attention : 
none of the houfes however have more than a ground floor, and all are deftitute of 
ornament, correfponding with the poverty of their inhabitants, and differing from 
thofe of Chidlfa, which are magnificent. ‘fhe Guebres follow no trade, but earn their 
livelihood by ruftic occupations with much labour and fatigue. ‘hey wear all the 
fame kind of drefs, and of the fame colour, that of cement made of brick-duft. 

Thefe people bear great refemblance to the Perfians of the prefent day, but are 
coarfely built; they wear a round cap generally white, without any mixture of colours, 
of a fanciful fhape like that of the modern Perfians: they do not however like thefe 
fhave the cheeks and chin, but fuffer their beard to grow hke the Turks, and wear their 
hair long like women, precifely in the fame manner as their anceftors are reprefented 
to have done by Herodotus. The women likewife drefs all alike ; their coftume how- 
ever more refembles that of the Arabs or Chaldeans. than the Perfian; it much re- 
fembles the frock ufually worn with us by pilgrims, but without any girdle or collar, 
Their drefs is improved by a veil which they wear over the head, of a greenifh yellow. _ 
This is very long and wide, of the fame fafhion as thofe worn by the Arabian and 
Chaldee women, which, covering the face, they fuffer to float in the wind, as low as the 
waift, and hang down to the ground behind. In the ftreets they go with their face 
uncovered, differing in this refpect from the Mahometans. 

According to what I gathered from one of their fe€t, a fimple and uninformed being, 
they havea diftinét language, varying, as well as the characters, from the Perfian of the 
prefent day ; I was however unable to learn from him whether or no like the Latins 
they write from left to right, nor any particulars concerning their facred fire. He told 
me, however, that they pray three times a day, at fun-rife, noon, and fan-fet ; that they 
adore one Supreme Being, creator of all things vifible and invifible ; and on my ftating 
that we had a dire contrary opinion of their belief, «* How?” faid his wife, who was 
ftanding by : “ Gracious God! we not know thee. Make me thy facrifice ! (a common 
expreffion with them) Who ever faw thee, or knows how thou exifteth?”” Whence 
I conceive them not to be idolaters as they are reprefented. They acknowledged indeed 
that they revered the fun and moon as angels, but of inferior degree. ‘They deteft 
Mahomet, looking on him as an impoftor, and his followers as infidels; nor call them- 
felves Guebres, as termed by the Mahometans, but Behen-din (of the true faith). They 
have great abhorrence of frogs, tortoifes, crabs, and other fimilar animals, which they 
fay infect water, and kill them whenever they find them; probably land-infects alfo and 
vermin, fuch as ferpents, ants, and the like; in this conforming with the practice of the 
Magi, as related by Herodotus. They do not burn their dead, but place them upright 
with their eyes open, in which pofture they leave them to decay, or be devoured by 
crows. I fhall endeavour, on fome other occafion, to obtain more ample information 
refpecting this people. 

Four things curious enough in themfelves I have remarked while in Hifpahan. 
The firft, the practice of the people here on the occafion of the total eclipfe of 
the moon on the 16th of Augult Jaft. Upon this event, the whole population got on 
the flat roofs of the houfes, rending the air with their noife and fongs, and the found of 
brafs pans, either to frighten the animal about to devour the moon, or to ftrengthen her 
in her fuiferings in paffing through a door or very narrow paffage. Similar fuper- 
ftition exifts in Turkey, but here I was furprized at finding the people {fo ignorant, 
learning prevailing here much more than in Turkey. " 

The 
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The fecond, I noticed in vifiting Huffein culi Mirza, a near relation of the King, . 
and defcended according to report.in even a more direét line from Ali. and Mahomet 
than even His Majefty himfelf. In his Divan-Chané, that is to fay, the hall that-ferves 
for an.audience-chamber and eating-room when ftrangers are invited, was a recefs as is 
common in all grand houfes, the palaces of the King not excepted; the Divan Chané is 
generally in fome low ftory, yet commanding a view either of gardens or courts, and 
1s open in front like our galleries or porticos: in the recefs I fpeak of, their vidtuals 
is cooked in the prefence of the guefts, with the greateft nicety and cleanlinefs imagin- 
able, without any fire, fmoak, or dirt of any defcription common to kitchens, difguft- 
ing the eye. Oppofite to the entrance is this recefs, which is a broad and long niche, 
refembling a {mall tribunal in our churches, lined all round from top to bottom, and 
the floor entirely covered with varnifhed fhining- tiles of different colours, on which 
are reprefented with much tafte either figures or very handfome and well-painted 
flowers; the walls of the hall are alfo covered with tiles of fimilar defcription, but only 
to the height of about three feet, for guefts to lean apainft fitting on carpets. The walls 
in the Eaft being bare-of furniture, on the floor of the recefs are {mall openings, pur- 

_ pofely left for large dithes or other fuitable veffels to be placed upon, in which the 
victuals is cooked; the fire to heat them is undex, ground, but fo difpofed as to allow 
avent for the fmoak as well as the flame, which is invifible in the apartment; and not- 

-withftanding this, over thefe holes their meat is extremely well cooked, and even roafted, 
or rather baked. Amid thefe holes:rifes a {mall fountain of pure water, which ferves for 
cleanfing the meat, and afterwards ‘runs off by two canals which are concealed, and 
takes away every {pecies of filth, fo that the moft delicate eye can receive no offence. 

This mode of cooking in prefence of the party invited’ is lefs, I believe, for the 
convenience itfelf, than a precaution againft poifon. Owing to an apprehenfion ef 
attempts of this kind, is it, in my opinion, that the King does fo many things which 
ignorant people tax as whimfical and unworthy of Majefty; fuch for example as cook- 
ing for hirafelf, which is common with him, particularly the fith or game he has himfelf 
caught or killed. On {uch occafions, he will diffeét the animal he has deftroyed with the 
greateft nicety. feparating with fo much epicurifm the daintieft morfels, as to colle& no 
more from the carcafe than a pound in fmall flices, which he feafons with different in« 
gredients that are grateful to his palate, and makes of it when cooked a moft hearty 
regale. At other times’ he will dine im the ftreets from cooks’ {hops wherever any 
grateful odour falutes him from the fteaming kitchens. In this he is not particular, 
many individuals, on account of the fuperior cooking at thefe fhops, being ferved from 
them with their meals. Again, in riding along His Majefty will enter a houfe, and 
dine on whatever the family may have provided for itfelf. . 

The third matter worthy of remark is an annual folemnity in memory of the death 
of Ali, which is celebrated on the 21ft of the month Ramadhan, on which occafion 
there are two proceffions by two of their congregations, each of them accompanied 
by a great part of the city, anda number of the nobles of the kingdém when’ in the 
city, the King even follows in either the one-or other of them. The firft rank in the 
proceffion is filled by a number-of horfes covered with ornaments peculiar to the 
country ; on their faddles are trophies of bows and arrows, fwords, and fhields; and 
on the pummel of the‘faddle, a turban reprefenting the armsof Ali. Thefe are followed . 
by a number of colours, pikes and lances of extraordinary length, with bandroles, fup- 
ported with difficulty by the men who carry them on ee thefe, fo long that the 
weight of the end caufes them to bend, are poflibly meant to reprefent part of the a 
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of Ali, and defignate his immenfe bulk. Afterwards follows a bier, and fometimes a 
number of biers, of black velvet, and covered with trophies of various arms, offenfive 
and defenfive, raifed very high and furmounted with tufts of feathers and other fimilar 
decorations. Thefe biers are accompanied by a number of fingers, with cymbals, 
gongs, and fifes, with which they make the air refound, leaping about inceffantly, and 
roaring out with all their might in a moft hideous manner. People of quality go on 
horfeback in the proceffion, the mob, which is extremely numerous, on foot. 

This proceflion marches round the Meidan or great fquare, which I have before 
defcribed and {tops for a while before the Royal palace, and again before the principal 
molque oppofite; whence after certain prayers each repairs to hishome. ‘The Vizier of 
Hifpahan on the one part, and the King’s treafurer on the other, appear on the {quare, 
each attended by a number of cavaliers, who clear the way of the crowd. It is their fpecial 
care alfo to prevent quarrels between the two proceffions on account of precedence, 
which fometimes happen, and terminate in the lofs of lives. 

The fourth object I have to notice is the Feaft of Rofes, which lafts the whole time 
of their remaining in bloom, During this period you fee nothing but dancing to the 
found of various inftruments in all the public places, by night as well as by day, and 
aa regaling themfelves with coffee. A number of young children alfo in the coffee. 

oufes difplay their agility in a loofe and lafcivious manner, and run about the ftreets 
in the neighbourhood of the Meidan, attended by others carrying flambeaux and chans 
deliers full of lighis, who featter rofes on all they meet, receiving money in return, . 
In other parts men and women repair without the city, where they take refrefhments, 
and amule themfelves with throwing rofes at each other. ‘This feaft of rofes appears 
to me a remnant of the ancient feftivities held in honour of Flora, in the fame feafon 
of the year. : 

As for the temperature of the air in this country, both the heat and cold are very 
tolerable, notwith{tanding, in the open funfhine, the warmth far furpafles that of Italy. 
The cold is never very intenfe, although in the months of January and February, the 
only ones of winter, there falls a quantity of fnow. It rains fo feldom, that, from the 
time of my arrival up to December, I have never remarked more than once a few drops 
in the beginning of autumn. Owing to this drynefs, and the mild and refrefhing breezes 
which frequently prevail, the air is incomparably pure and falubrious ; whence nobody 
retires to clofe apartments to fleep in the fummer, (that is from May to September,) 
but take repofe on the floor of their houfes, without any counterpane of mats, as is 
ufual in the reft of Afia, and feveral parts of the Archipelago, or any other covering what- 
foever, but wholly expofed to the open air. Others, however, not inclined to rife with 
the lark, retire to the Divan-chané, fronting their courts or gardens. 

The drynefs and natural fterility of the earth, which contains a quantity of nitre, 
exacts of the hufhandman confiderable care and abundance of manure. In this country 
they ufe indifferently the dung of cattle and men, and fuch is the demand for the latter, 
that inftead of its cofting any thing to have privies emptied, the fervants receive a 
handfome compenfation from thofe who take away the foil. From the drought and 

_requifitenefs of water, great pains are taken to obtain it, and bring it from confiderable 
diftance for irrigating the lands ; by which means, and by the addition of compoft, the 
frudtifying influence of the fun produces almoft every thing in this climate. If any 
thing be wanting produced in other countries, it is lefs owing to the ignorance of the 
inhabitants, or the want of value for fuch articles on their part, than the incapacity 
of the amended foil or the climate to yield them. Above all the delicate or delicious 
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fruits which grow in this country, that which in my efteem excels the reft is a kind 
of apricot, called by the Perfians, to diftinguifh it from other fpecies, by a mixed 
word half Arabic half Perfian, tokhm efk-fhems, fignifying fun’s feed. 

Melons here are caten nine months out of the twelve, and are of an exquifite favour ; 
grapes all the year round; of thefe there is a fpecies called chifkmitk, of a greenith 
colour, cblong, and without ftones. This, either frefh or dry, is delicious, either by 
itfelf or mixed with their different difhes, particularly pilio. " Here is likewife found 
a certain fort of pulfe called. mafk, unknown in Italy, and excellent : it is of a greenifh 
colour, not much larger than lentils, not fo flat, more refembling a pea in dhape, but 
not of equal fize. = 

As | have nothing further to write to you of matters relative to Perfia in general, 
I fhall give fome account of my individual affairs, knowing as I do that they will not 
be indifferent to you. Firft, then, 1 enjoy good health, am fomewhat leaner than for- 
merly, of which I know not the caufe; it is not occafioned by the heat, for it agrees 
with me, not to over exercife ; for I have been almoft idle for ten months back. Is it 
owing to my being married? I cannot think fo; for when much more plump than at 
prefent, I was not lefs the fervant of the ladies. Poffibly it may be owing to the dif- 
ferent food. Hifpahan becomes wearifome to me in the abfence of the court and all 
the nobility, notwithftanding its beauties and population; and were it not for the 
converfation of {ome among the good fathers which has kept me alive, I fhould furely 
have died of the f{pleen. 

However, thank God, Iam on the eve of leaving it to join the King, wherever he 
may be, and for the purpof: have already provided myfelf with tents, horfes, camels, 
carriages, and other requifites; fince I as fhall have to follow the army, I muft carry my 
houfe with me 4 /a Scythe, and be provided with horfes to’ harnefs to the carriages at 
an inftant’s notice, either by night or day. Ihave therefore a chain of cack (a 
chain confifts of feven) but am fearful as my baggage is weighty thefe will fearcely 
Suffice. I have chofen them ofa Perfian race, on account of their being belt fitted for 
fatigue ; hardy, and capable of enduring the winters of Armenia, where ufvally the 
army encamps. ‘The camels of Perfia differ from thofe of Egypt, Arabia, Turkey, 
or any other country ; are ftronger, larger, and have more hair on the neck and legs. 
Ttake but four faddle-horfes with me, which will be fufficient for myfelf and thofeJ 
moft regard ; as for war-horfes and horfes of parade, I shall meet with them on the {pot, 
fuperior and cheaper than any I can purchafe here. All that I wait for now is the 
making of certain dreffes, and horfe accoutrements, which I mutt take with me hence. 
All my liveries are complete ; they are red and yellow, and will I truft appear novel 
and extraordinary at court, as it is not ufual to drefs fervants in this manner ; I may 
thus fet a fafhion eventually, as the Perfians are greatiniitators. The King, as I have 
before noticed, has long been apprized of my arrival, and I underftand from the Auguftin 
monk and the Englith refident returned from court, (whither the latter had gone for 
the Royal decifion on a difference between hinvelf and the Portuguefe refident,) that 
Wis Majefly made many enquiries refpe€ting me and fignified that he was impatient 
to fee me. . 

Enough of my preparations; I muft now proceed to give you a defcription of the 
folemn facrifice of the camel, at which I was prefent out of curiofity a fhort time ago. 
‘The firft day of the Little Bairane or Mahometan Fafter, called likewife the Bairane del 
Curban, or of the facrifice in commemoration of the facrifice of Abraham. It fell 
this year on the gth of December. The Mahometans are accuftomed to make facri- 
fice of a number of vidtims on this occafion, on the 10th day of the moon in their 
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twelfth month, called by them Di’l hadjé and kill feveral lambs in their own -houfes, 
part of which they eat;-and give the reft to the poor; but in the principal cities, or 
wherever the King happens to be; a camel is facrificed, the Perfians reputing the 
animal flain by Abraham in lieu of his fon, whom they fay was Ifhmael and not Haac, 
to have been a camel, and not a ram as ftated in f{cripture. The Turks, however, read 
the text after our manner, and ridicule the facrifice of the camel. : 

.The ceremony of the facrifice of the camel is.as follows. Three days previoully; a 
female. camel is led all over the city crowned with flowers, fuch as violets, and many 
fimilar fil] in bloom, together with different herbs, among which I noticed a branch of 
the pine, accompanied by a great concourfe playing on cymbals and fifes. A mulla, or 
doétor of the law, follows, who at intervals chants their confeffion of faith and certain 
prayers. The people as fhe'paffes by pull off hair from her, which they preferve as 
a relic. : ; 

On. the third day, which is ufhered-in with the found of trumpets, cymbals, and other 
inftruments, particular prayers, and where poflible, by difcharges of ‘artillery. ;. after. 
prayers, all the nobility, and the King, if he be on the fpot, together with the people,'a 
mingled mafs of all defcriptions, fome.on foot and others on horfeback, repair without 
the city.  In'Hifpahan, the place where the ceremony is performed, isa large {quare or 
efplanade, full two miles from the gates. Here a large circle is formed, the inner rows 
of which are. occupied by the nt diftinguifhed perfons, in their richeft and moft 
fuperb dreffes ; all the people being habited in their beft. Here they wait the arrival 
of the vi@tim, which is firft conducted round the town again in the manner before de- 
fcribed. Before the camel a lance is carried, or rather a zagay, handfomely mounted 
with fteel at the end, with which fhe is to be flain. As foon as fhe arrives at the deftined © 
{pot, fhe is driven into the circle, and furrounded by a number of the people refident 
about Hifpahan, as well as others, After placing her in the pofture requifite, one of 
the moft confiderable perfonages prefent, (this year Haider Sultan, captain of the gate . 
of the King’s haram,) magnificently dreffed and covered with ornaments, takes the lance, 
and, as fhe lays on the right fide, back-handedly pierces her through the heart. Imme- 
diately the people about throw themfelves upon the victim, and with fwords, knives, 
hatchets, or any other cutlery they may have, feparate it into a thoufand pieces; the 
mob,.armed with bhidgeons, difputing for participation. After the divifion, in deter- 
mining which cudgel-logic is of much more efficacy than oratory, the mob tumultu- 
oufly return to their various homes. 

Part of the fléfh of this animal is cooked and eaten with great devotion, the reft falted 
and: preferved: throughout the year, is regarded. as a remedy for all kinds of infirmities. 
The head-was fent to the King, the quarters are diftributed all over the city and: the 
various villages adjotuing, the number of which within a circle round Hifpahan of from 
twelve to fifteen: miles is more than a thoufand. . 

On account of the abfence of the court, few people of high rank were prefent ; the 
number was confined: to the Vizier of Hifpahan the prime minifter, Haider Sultan 
before-mentioned, and Melek Bey, who likewife is Melek Ettigiar, or king of the 
merchants. ; 

Lala Bey the great treafurer was to have been prefent, but receiving orders from the 
King, he departed from Hifpahan fome days before. He invited mé to accompany him, 
but as my doing fo would have fubje€ted me to many ceremonial inconveniencies, I 
excufed myfelf on account of not having every thing ready, which.was.actually the fact. 
I begged of. him, however, to leave one of his fervants with me to efcort me on the road, 
whole prefence may do me credit, and be of fervice to me. 


The 


PIRTRO. DELLE VALLE'S TRAVELS IN PERSIA: 49 


‘The Vizier likewife has promifed to furnith me with a letter of credit, and engages 
for my being well received by the governors and officers of the cities and towns through 
which I thall have to pafs. From appearance, therefore, no more than one thing -will 
be wanting to me, and that a companion of my own country, to take part in my adven- 
tures, and fhare my pleafures.. You muft know I have no one any longer about me 
from Italy, or even from Europe, having been obliged to rid myfelf of the only two T 
had, the one a Venetian whom I engaged at Aleppo, the other a Flemifh painter. My 
prefent houfehold confifts of Afiatics entirely, among which one old man as major domo, 
and haram kie’ kaifi, or keeper of the women ; one Armenian Chriftian as a harbinger, 
and three Chaldeans, one a cook, another a running footman, and the third as yet 
without an office. : 
The King has already taken up his winter-quarters, and although yet uninformed of 
where, I expect to-find him in Mazanderan, a province which makes a part of Hircania, 
or rather Media, in a certain city on the Cafpian Sea, which he has lately caufed to be 
built, called Ferhabad, a word compofed of Arabic and Perfian, and fignifying colony 
of gladnefs. The King is much delighted with this city, and takes a pleafure’ in 
augmenting and giving it every. poffible embellifhment. ‘It already is confidered as 
the metropolis of that province ; furpafling by much every other in reputation and 
randeur. ° , 
We fhall, therefore, dire& our courfe to Hircania, and vifit the Cafpian Sea, whence 
I fhall-not fail to write to you. I kifs your hands. ong 


In the third’ letter, of which the preceding is an extra, much extraneous matter 
occurring, either relative to India, gathered from the accounts of others, hiftorical relas 
tions generally known, or communications of a perfonal nature not interefting to the 
reader, they, as well as many repetitions, are omitted in the tranflation. ; 


LETTER IV, 


From Ferhabad the beginning of May 1618, © 
: : and Caxvin the 25th July following. 
SHORTLY before my departure from Hifpahan, I addrefled a letter to yous. in 
which I gave an exact account of my travels. up to that time. As I am, conftantly 
mindful of the promife I made you, I fhall continue to relate occurrences as they, hap- 
pen, detail my progrefs through the countries I vifit, and the curiofities I meet with, 
‘With this view I have to inform you, that on the 3oth of December laft,- while yet at 
Hifpahan, the Mahometans perceiving the new moon on the previous evening (the 
beginning of their day, after the manner of the Jews).began to celebrate the firit day of 
the month Muharrem, the beginning of their new year, the 1027th of the Hegira, that 
is to fay, the fight of Mahomet from Mecca to Medina, on account of his. being igno- 
minioufly.driven thence for introducing his new opinions and. falle religion. In confe- 
quence,*this day was the firft of the Athur, or the ten, during which the Perfians give 
public and authentic demonftrations of their regret for the death of the unfortunate 
Hoffein, the fon of Ali and Fatima the daughter of the Propher. 
This Huffein, canonized by the Mahometans and. acknowleged by the Perfians as 
the true Iman and fovereign chief. of their fe€t, and from whom the prefent Kings of 
Perfia boalt of being defcended, was attacked on his way by. thole of the oppofite fac- 
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tion, and, together with from feventy to eighty of his followers, was maffacred in the 
defarts of Arabia at a place called Kirbula:, where he is interred. His fepulchre is fill 
in high veneration, and his death bewailed with certain ceremonics. During the Afhur 
nothing is heard but lamentations, moft of the people wearing black, a colour they 
never affume at any other time. No one during this period either fhaves or bathes, and 
all {crupuloufly follow the prefcriptions of the Koran, abftaining from every kind. of 
fenfuality, all pleafures, and all diverfion. Many of the poorer jort are accuitomed to 
bury themfelves up to the mouth,in the ftreets, covering their heads with a vate, over 
which earth is depofited, and remain thus from dawn till funfet, and even during part 
of the'night, other poor perfons fitting by the while, and afking alms of paffengers. 

Others again run naked about the ftreets, with only their privities concealed with a 
piece of black cloth or facking of a dark colour, their flefh daubed over with fhining 
blacking, fo as to refemble as many devils. ‘Thefe are accompanied by others painted 
red, in token of Huffein dying covered with blood, and colle@ively they fing in a 
mournful ftrain the praife of Huflein, and defcriptions of his martyrdom, beating tine 
with two pieces of wood or ribs of certain animals, which produce a melancholy found, 
and dancing all the while in mid{t of the crowd. Sometimes they unite with mounte- 
banks, felling their theriaca, thus gathering money from the fpeétators, 

Every day at noon one of their mulla, of the race of Mahomet, repairs to the {pot 
where thefe exhibitions go forward. This mulla is not called an emir, as at Conftanti- 
nople, nor a fherife, as in Egypt, but from an Arabic word feidi or monfieur. This 
mulla, then, dreft on this occafion in a green turban, of which colour it is never 
worn by the Perfians at any other time, mounts an elevated pulpit, where feated in 
midft of a number of people, men as well as women, either on the floor or very low 
feats, he recites a panegyric on the virtues of Huffein, and defcribes the manner of his 
death ; exhibiting occafionally to the people, extremely attentive to what he fays, certain 
figures reprefenting the circumftances to which he alludes, and endeavouring to excite 
their commiferation and tears. This coremony is likewife copied in the moiques, and 
the moft public parts of the ftreets, which are adorned and illuminated for the purpofe : 
the audience all the while bathed in tears, fighing and moaning, beating their breafts 
and difplaying the greateft affliction, frequently repeat with much expreflion of agon 
thefe laft verfes of one of their poetic monodies, Va Huffzin! Shah Huféin! Alas 
Huffein ! the Shah Huffein ! ‘ 

On the tenth day, the day on which the murder was effected, there are proceffions 
in every quarter of the city, refembling thofe on the commemoration of the death of 
Ali, with fimilar ceremonies, except thofe on a certain camel three or four young children 
are placed in panniers, in memory of thofe of the defun& who were thrown in prifon, 
finging mournful ditties. There are likewife biers covered with black velvet fur. 
mounted by the tag. On fome even are a green turban and afword. The trophies, 
fimilar to thofe in the proceffion for Ali, are carried on the heads of men, who dance 
inceffantly to the founds of cymbals and gongs, turning continually as they dance, and 
keeping time with much grace. The country people from the neighbourhood accom. 
pany the train with cudgels, to ufe where occafion againft thofe in other proceffions 
whom they may chance to encounter, not only to fecure.to their affemblage a preces 
dency, but alfo in commemoration of the ftrife in which Huffein was killed ; they hold. 
ing for certain, in cafe of being flain on this occafion, that they fhall enter paradife imme. 
diately ; believing, morever, that all who die during the ten days of the Afhur are 
tranfported thither directly, 


But 
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But to my departure. Having provided a litter on the back of a camel for Madame 
Maani, my lady, and all things being in readinefs, on Friday in the evening, the 19th of 
January 1618, I left Hifpahan, efcorted by all the brotherhood of Carmelites, Auguf- 
tines, and other fecular Europeans then in the city, who accompanied me to the begin- 
ning of the road to Ferhabad, the city at which the King was reprefented tobe. ‘The 
firft day we travelled no more than a league, it being late when I leftHifpahan, and refted 
at a village called Betabad ; the country about which is barren, and white as if covered 
with {now, a circumftance owing, ds I conceive, to its abounding fo much in nitre. 

That I may omit nothing, I muft inform you that diftances are meafured in Perfia 
by leagues, or parafanga, as mentioned by Herodotus, Xenophon, and feveral other 
authors, called, however, by corruption, ferfeng. The Turks, indeed, call them agaj, 
or trees, they being marked by trees. The length of them is fimilar to.thofe of Spain, 
that is to fay, equal to four Italian miles. 

The manner of travelling here is as follows: the haram, or ladies, go before, with 
all the camels and carriages, together with the domeftics who efcort them. Thefe laf 
goon foot chiefly, well armed, yet without fatiguing themfelves, as when weary the 
mount the camels. Having eight fervants with me, four or five are allotted to this 

‘department. The chief or governor of the haram accompanies the ladies, on horfeback. 
‘This perfon is ufually either an eunuch, or a venerable old man with a white beard, 
who is armed as well as the reft, and has the command of the efcort. It was one of the 
latter defcription which I employed, who had had the care of Madame Maani from her 

"youth, and loved her with the tendernefs of a father. He it was who, when obliged to 
ty from Mardiu, her native country, like Miteebus who followed Camilla, never quitted 
her for an inftant, but carried her from the deftru@ion of war, feated before him on 
horfeback. When, however, any difficulties occurred on the way as we proceeded, I 
fent to his affiftance a Marfeillois, whom I have lately hired, and who is at prefent the 
only European in my fervice. I find him more clever than the reft of my fervants, and 
uufe him when occafion asan avant courier to clear the way. 

After the haram is fent forward the mafter mounts his horfe an hour afterwards or 
fo, with the other fervants who accompany him on horfeback, as it is requifite he fhould 
have a refpeCtable appearance. Among thefe I have conftantly a methu, or fquire, who 
looks after the horfes, and ferves me as a valet, carrying behind him two large port. 
Manteaus, comprifing a {mall carpet, mattrafs, pillow, and coverlid, for one perion, that 
they may be ready on occafion, without ,baving refort to the luggage borne by the 
camels, and a robe lined with fur, with a great coat and other fimilar defences againit 
cold, rain, &c. In thefe alfo are carried provifions and {weetmeats to eat on the way. 
After this defcription, you will not wonder at the {mall number of leagues we travel 
in a day. ; 

The fecond cay we made no more progrefs than two leagues, paffing the night in a 
dilapidated caravanferai, at a fmall town called Rie. On the third day we travelled 
eight leagues, beginning our journey an hour before dawn, taking up our lodging at a 
caravanferai called Serdehew, ftanding by itfelf. Here, however, we found provifions, 
the hoft keeping always a ftore for the ufe of traveilers. In thefe caravanferai on the 
road the traveller is received gratis, and may remain as long as he pleafes. In the 
cities he pays a trifle; but unlike thofe on the road, which are open, the rooms of ihe 
latter have locks to the doors, for the maintenance of which the charge is made. They 
are, however, entirely deftitute of furniture. 

From Hifpahan to this caravanferai we traverfed over a flat country. On the fourth 
day we journied five leagues ona level road, between hills entirely bare of vegetation of 
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any kind, like the whole of the provirice of Irak, which pafles with fome for the ancient 
Parthia; the labour of the inhabitants and an abundance of,water alone making fertile 
thofe places which are peopled. This day Madame Maani and myfelf dined midway 
of our day’s journey, in a garden belonging to the King, called Tagiabad, or the colony 
of the crown. Over the gate there is a {mall pavilion, fimilar to that I have before 
defcribed over the gate of the entrance to the palace in Hifpahan, but not fo large, fo 
handfome, nor fo coftly. . Here I have to obferve, that the architecture of all the houfes 
belonging to the King which I hve hitherto feen is the fame; the houfes are fmall, 
contain a number of rooms with many doors, and the decorations aré wholly fimilar. 
The garden was full of trees and fruit ; its only remarkable beauty, however, was long 
alley reaching from the houfe to the extremity, lined with cyprefs-trees and paved with 
ftone. In the middle of the garden ran a large ftream, whence flowed feveral pleafing 
branches, and numerous water-falls, or rather courfes, over irregular beds, aftorded:a 
pleafing murmur. 

After dining on the banks of this ftream, we arrived in the'evening at a town called 
Kaur, taking up our abode in a private houfe, the caravanferai affording fhelter only 
for our cattle. On the fifth day, after travelling four leagues, we refted at a town 
called Dep-abad ; well watered with rivulets abounding fo plentifully with fifh, that . 
they may be taken out with the hand. We paffed the night in the houfe of one of the 
prtacioa inhabitants of this town, which is of confiderable fize, from whom we met 
with great civility. The fixth day, after going over again four leagues, we lodged 
with fome private perfons, at a town called Buz-aBad, or the colony of ice, but met 
with only indifferent treatment : mid-way we faw a large refervoir of water, to which 
you defcend by fteps, conftruéted for the convenience of travellers, there being no | 
fouatains in this part; and towards evening paffed by.a large mofque, with gardens, 
‘apartments, and conveniencies for the perfons refident on the fpot, who look after this 
place of worthip with great care. It is held by the Perfians in great veneration, and 
called by them Saleh i Mufa Cadhum, from the perfon interred here; the feventh 
day, Thurfday 25th January, five leagues beyond, we reached the city of Cathan, and 
‘took up our refidence in a very large and handfome caravanferai belonging to the Shah, 
out of the city, and in the neighbourhood of the King’s palace, where we remained for 
fome time to refrefh and reft ourfelves. 

Cafhan is a city of fmall fize for Perfia, though both larger and better peopled than 
Averfa, or Capua in the kingdom of Napler. The traffic in it is confiderable, on account 
of its being the high road to Cafvin, Tebriz, the weftern parts of Turkey, the Cafpian 
Sea, and all the north. _ Among other articles there are here numerous manufactories 
of filks; the chief part of thofe ufed in Perfia or fent abroad being made here. Here 
they manufa@ure filks of all defcriptions, but not with fuch tafte nor of fuch fine colours 
as with us; they particularly, from want of cochineal and its dearnefs, dye very few of 
a crimfon colour. ; : : 

The fite of Cafhan is on the extremity of an extenfive plain at the foot of very lofty 
mountains. So great is the heat in this city, that the winter is fcarcely felt, but, on the 
other hand, the f{ummer is intolerably -hot. The inhabitants, however, are plenteoufly 
fupplied with cooling fruits of every defcription, fuch as oranges, lemons, limes, and 
the like. As for its buildings, there are none that are handfome, the baths and the caravan- 
ferai excepted. Before the King’s palace inthe fuburbs is a very wide and long ftreet, 
terminating with the gates of the city, the palace being on one of its fides. "Fhe ftréets 
of bazar within the city are built with piazzas, according to cuftom, ‘and in the middle 
of the bazar is a little fquare white building, furrounded by walls, with numerous windows 

and 
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and balconies, perfe€tly fymmetrical and exaétly proportioned, which makes a very 
fine appearance. ‘ 

As I am ever defirous of forming acquaintance with the learned, in the little time I 
remained here I got introduced to a Jew, a native of Shiras, whofe family, however, 
came orginally from Safet, at prefent a feminary of the moft learned and moft religious 
among the Jews in Paleftine; his name Mullah Meffih. He was brought to Cafchan 
by the King to prattice phyfic. He carries on this profeffion publicly, receiving per- 
fons at his houfe with great civility, but vifiting none; where neceflary to fend to the 
patient, from his being too weak to come to confult him, he difpatches fome ignorant 
fervant, and prefcribes from his report of the fymptoms, without examining the urine, 
feeling the pulfe, or feeing the patient. He thewed me his library, which coritained 
nothing curious ; and befides this, two balls, which he informed’ me were of mer ury, 
that he had fixed, the fecret of which art he proffered to difclofe, on condition o: my 
acquainting him with the method of making looking-glaffes, an art on which I had been 
difcourfing with him, and of which I was mafter ; but I declined his offer, not being 
partial to chymiftry, being wholly ignorant of it, and expecting nothing but fome paltry 
deception from a Jew whofe knowlege appeared to be far from extenfive, 

While at Cafchan, employed in converfing with this Jew, Madame Maani, wifhing to 
buy fome filks and other matters, repaired for the purpofe to the Bazar-i-ftaun, a place 
in the middle of the Bazar, furrounded by walls. Now, in this quarter no women of 
quality are wont to go in the day-time with their cuftomary attendants, and in the night 
it is clofed; Madame Maani, therefore, went incognita in a fervant’s drefs, with only 
one of her domeftics, her lalu or governor, and two other fervants at a diftance. Paffin 
along the Bazar in a crowded part, an infolent man, taking her for a fervant, puthed 
her, laying hold of her arm as drunkards in the ftreets are wont to do with the women 
they meet. Upén this, Madame Maani, forgetting fhe was dreft asa fervant, put her- 
felf in arage. Decorum, however, prevented her from making a noife, fhe therefore 
fimply expreffed by figns to the two men behind what had happened, and pointed out 
the offender. One of them who comprehended her followed the man, and gave him a 
beating, but being joined by one of his comrades, who, as well as the offender, were 
fervants of a fon-in-law of the King, rendered infupportably infolent by the diftinétion 
fhewn them, ‘and both being armed, my two fervants immediately drew their fwords, 
and conducted themfelves fo bravely that the boldeft and moft offenfive was laid on the 
ground, having received, befides two mortal blows, fuch a violent cut froma fcymetar 
as feparated both the fhoulders. The others who had come to his affiftance were difperfed 
with many a kick, without my people being fubje& to any inconvenience. As foon as I 
heard of the affair I waited upon the Daroga, or governor of the city, to acquatht him 
of the circumftances of the quarrel, and fatisfy him of the innocence of my fervants ; 
in which J fucceeded, meeting with great civility, and receiving excufes on his part for 
not having furnifhed me with a houfe, which, had he been informed of my arrival, it 
would have been his duty and pride to have done. 

‘The robe of the Perfians, which is made of cloth, differs in fome refpects from that of 
the Turks, being more fimple, ftraighter, and more open above. The under wailtcoat, 
which they wear in winter only over the fhirt, and which is not feen, is generally made 
of India cotton extremely fine. In fummer they wear fimply an outer jacket, or rather 
Coat, quilted and lined with cotton, which fits the body exactly, covers the ftomach; 
and is very narrow at the waift, on the right fide of which it is laced; it has long, 
narrow, plaited fleeves, without any buttons at the wrift, From the waift downwards 
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it expands in the manner of a bell, reaching to the calf of the leg, where it is wideft, 
and is kept expanded by the ftrength of the quilting. 

In general, thefe velts or coats are made as before obferved of Indian cloth ftained- 
of a fingle colour, but the figures are whimfical, and are therefore fo much the more 
prized. When thefe cloths are new, they are as gloffy and luftrous as fatin. "They 
wear two fafhes below the ftomach, one above the other. The longer as well as the 
fhorter are of filk, extremely fine and handfome, frequently worked with gold, 
as their chief pride is in the number, variety, and beauty of their fafhes, which diftin- 
guifh the high clafles from the lower. The fhorter, to relieve the beauty of the other, 
and fhew it to greater advantage, is only of one colour, and much more fimple than 
the firft; and although this fecond girdle be frequently of cotton, or camel’s hair, it is 
not in lefs elteem, being oftentimes of greater value than thofe made of filk. 

Ia winter the Perfians wear but one upper garment, made fomewhat to refemble a 
frock coat, and chiefly very fhort, fo much fo, that it fearcely flaps the haunches of 
the horfe when they ride; the common people wear it fomewhat longer, but 
never to reach lower than the bend of the knee. It is principally of cloth, but of a 
curious colour, different from that of the veft, and trimmed with cords and filk frogs. 
On grand occafions, their coats are of filk and gold, and moftly lined with fur, of 
which they have abundance that is very handfome, of white, black, and grey colours; 
with fome unknown among us, particulary that of a kind of lamb, peculiar to the pro- 
vince of Khorafan, the hair of which is long and curling : their thoes are of cloth of 
fome lively colour; the women, however, wear thei of velvet and gold cloth alone. 

They take efpecial care that every part of their drefs fhall be of a different colour, 
in this varying from our practice; nor do they choofe common colours, fuch as blues 
green, and the like, but compound and whimfical tints, fuch as bronze colour, that 
of the, camel, of wine lees, olive and fimilar; but ofall, that which in my cfteem is 
the moft brilliant is a flame colour, by the fide of which our livelieft fearlet or carna- 
tion appears as nothing, and among their darker colours, a certain deep green pleafed 
me highly than the moft fathionable of any inthe Eaft. It is called Negti or Neft, 
from its fimilitude of tint to that of a certain oil exuded from the earth in the neigh- 
bourhood of Backu, a city of Albania on the Cafpian fea, dependant on Perfia. This 
oil being very cheap is ufed for burning, and produces a confiderable revenue to the 
crown; it has alfo fome medicinal qualities, and is not unknown to our druggifts, 

‘Lhe fwords here are much more curved than thofe of Turkey, and have only one 
edge, the guard is fimply a crofs, the blade is ufually damafked. The fheaths are 
fhagreen of either a black or red colour, the extremity like the hilt damafked after the 
Perfian manner ; the belt, narrow and very handiome, is of the natural colour of the 
doe-fkin of which it is made. 

They always wear a turban of a ftriped colour over a ground of white cotton, very 
rarely is the turban wholly white. People of rank have it either embroidered with 
gold or filver, or plain, as they happen to fancy ; it is always fo large as to conceal the 
little cap in the middle. I have not hitherto perceived that the turban, except that with 
atag, marks any diftin@ion of rank. Many in the winter time, when very cold, wear 
a long pointed bonnet under the turban, the extremity of which appears above, and the 
lower part ferves to keep the head and ears warm. It is of the fame defcription as 
Xenophon defcribes the Thracians to have worn in his time. Some wear this kind of cap 
alone, but thele are only thecommon people; except, indeed, the Georgians, who, having 
the turban in abhorrence, wear it indifcriminately, both high and low. In this part, 
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however, the Chriftians accommodate themfelves to the common prattice. Green is 
allowed to be worn here, which is exprefsly forbidden in Turkey. Of this colour not 
enly do they wear coats and turbans, but even fhoes or boots, which are frequently of 
fhagreen among people of rank: I, however, who find them too ftiff for my feet, wear 
them of Morocco leather like the common people. The fhape of their thoes is dif. 
ferent to thofe of the Turks, being pointed at the toe, with high heels. 

The drefs of the women is very fimple, and without ornament, although the rich are 
not {paring in having a variety of cloth, filk, and gold, with handfome tiffue of various 
Kinds. Their drefs is much Jefs loofe than that of the Turkifh ladies, and in my efteem 
is not fo becoming ; their fath, likewife, is tied very low, almoft below the haunches, 
which appears to me very ungraceful. The veil they wear refembles that of the 
women of Bagdad, and is tied in the fame manner in front, but trains to the ground on 
each fide: it is of various colours, extremely fanciful and extraordinary. Their head- 
drefs is finypie, and adorned with precious ftones. They wear here only one row 
of pearls, not round the neck as with us, but about the temples, and pendant for about 
four fingers in length over the face. They wear likewife two loofe ringlets of hair 
proceeding from the top of the head, and hanging indifferently on the one or the other 
fide of the face, which have a beautiful effect. When ladies go into the city they cover 
their head and body with a white fheet, after the manner of the Syrians, on horfeback, 
and generally led by a fervant. 

To return, however, to my travels. After making the remarks I have detailed at Caf. 
chan, J left it on Sunday the 28th of January, proceeding however according to cuftom 
no more than a league from the city, and taking up my abode at a caravanferai ina large 
town called Bidyal. On Monday we were enabled to continue our progrefs, and 
reached two caravanferai which are together at a place called Deckien, after travelling 
feven leagues over large plains of loofe and barren fands, in which the horfes funk to 
thelr girths, without feeing any villages or habitations, the country being entirely a 
defart. On ‘luefday we made fix Icagues, traverfing large plains of falt ; the country 
is very even and white as a fheet, nothing vegetable grows upon them; and in 
fummer, from the refleétion of the fun’s rays, the heat is fo extreme that travellers com- 
monly journcy by a way fomewhat about in order to avoid it. In winter this country 
is often inundated with rain to fuch a height that the horfes are wet to the very flaps 
of the faddle, and the country out of the beaten track being then boggy, in cafe of 
getting out of the road the traveller runs great rifk of being loft, to prevent which 
pofts are fixed at diftances to mark the courfe of the highway. Fortunately for me 
there was no waters out on my travelling the plain, the feafon being unufually dry. 

‘The falt of this plain, which I tafted, is very white and palatable, but is not ufed by 
the Perfians on account of their having fufficient of a fuperior quality called niountain 
falt. About the middle of this plain, which is five leagues in extent, I difcovered a 
fmall patch of black earth tranfported thither by order of the King of Perfia, who going 
a pilgrimage on foot to one of their mofques in Khorafan which is much frequented, 
and unable to pafs this wide plain in one day, had it brought hither that he might 
todge dry for the night. At prefent, it ferves for the caravans who travel this way in 
the winter. 

This day we traverfed the whole of this falt plain, but could not arrive at any place 
of retreat by night fall, we confequently having had the precaution of furnifhing our- 
felves with every requifite, not excepting even wood for firing and water. The evening 
Deing very fine, Madam Maani would not have the tent railed nor fleep in her litter, 
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but flept with me, heaven for our canopy fpangled with ftars, but under good quilted 
counterpanes of cotton, with furred caps on. 

On Wednefday, the laft day of January, after travelling from five to fix learues we 
refted at night at a caravanferai called Scyah-cuh ; that is to fay, black-mountain, from 
one which appears at a diftance of that colour, in the neighbourhood. That day we 
dined near a refervoir of fweet water, of which we laid in ftore, there being none but 
what is falt at the caravanferai ; on account of which, the King has ordered the con- 
ftruétion of another at a fhort diftance, and fevercly punifhed the architeét of the pre- 
fent for his improvidence in building it where was no good water. 

{n this caravanferai, aftera long abftinence from wine, I took fome at fupper ; 
the motive for which was the ftrong importunity of Madam Maani, folicitous of having 
children, fhe had confulted with certain phyficians who had alfcribed her barrennefs to 
my abftinence from wine. e 

On Thurfday the 1f{t of February, we rofe two hours before day, as we had eight 
leagues to travel ere we fhould arrive at a refting place. Werenfiladed along a road, 
level, indeed, but difficult to travel, on account of its being fo muddy that the horfes 
funk in it up to their girths. Now, however, it is amended, the King having caufed a 
road to be conftructed and paved over this boggy flat. This road, which is five leagues 
in length, being perfeétly ftraight, wide, and handfome, is very extraordinary, and has 
a fuperb appearance, being perceptible owing to its evennefs from one extremity to the 
other. It is not yet entirely tompleated, but the workmen labour hard to finih it. 
For the paflage of rivulets in various parts arches are formed, among the reft one of 
this defcription about the middle is extremely fpacious. In its fides fmall places are 
made for the traveller to ret upon. This arch or bridge is over a river called Ajji 
Chiai, that is to fay, bitter river, the water of it from the quantity of falt with which 
it is impregnated being actually bitter. 

Having paffed this bad road, and three leagues of good before and fubfequent 
thereto, we refted at night in the caravanferai of a {mall town called Refkmé. Friday, 
which was the day of the Purification, as well on account of its being a_feftival as to 
mend the girths of the camel which carried the litter, we remained at Refkmé until 
evening, and travelled thence only one league to a large town called Mchalle bagh, 
or the vineyard of the neighbourhood. This is a little out of the road, but we pro- 
ceeded to it, as moft do, on account of the quantity of fruit and other ccnveni nces 
to be found there. This town is fituated at the extremity of the plain, at the foot of 
very high mountains which traverfe the country, and apparently are a branch from 
thofe of Syria, which fend forth many, reaching even to China, under the different 
names of Taurus, Caucafus, Imaus, and others. The inhabitants, indeed, are unac- 
quainted with the different names given them by various ancient and modern authors, 
but this is not aftonifhing; for, feparate from the difficulty of obtaining faithful relations 
of matters at fo great a diftance, they are not accuftomed to give general names to their 
mountains, each one having the name of the village to which it is contiguous, and 
their villages are numerous. 

We refted for the night at Mehalle bagh, in the houfe of one of the moft powerful 
in the province, who fhewed us many civilities, andto whom, on our departure, we 
made a prefent in return of a veft, a gift in high efteem in this country. On Saturday 
we entered the mountains, which we traverfed by a very deep and narrow valley, much 
refembling that you have feen in Umbria in Italy, called Valle Strettura; this, 
however, is much longer, 
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Through this valley we travelled by a very even road, theafcent or decline being 
fearcely perceptible ; the mountains on each fide being very lofty, and: in parts the 
paflage is fo narrow where the road winds that one could fearcely get through it 
with the litter. A fmall river or rather a large rivulet runs through the bottom of the 
valley, on the brink of which we difcovered an uninhabited village in ruins. We 
were fo much charmed with the frefhnefs of the water, that Madame Maani and myfelf 
haked here to dine, fending on the fervants.. We perceived likewife a {mall ftreamlet 
formed from feveral {prings, and extremely pellucid. ‘Tempted to tafte its water, we 
were furprized to find them as bitter and ‘unpalatable as that of the other was frehh 
and agreeable ; which quality, on examination, I difcovered to proceed from one of 
its currents of fupply running over a vein of falt as it winded along. 

We arrived towards evening at a certain fpot in the fame valley, where in a grotto 
formed either by nature or art the cargans are ufed to halt, there being no other 
fhelter for a confiderable diftance. Madame Maani would not however ftop here on 
account of its being very dirty, having the day before been the refidence of a number 
of pigs marked red and white, which the King, who is but little fcrupulous on matters 
of religion, either to pleafe himfelf or gratify the Chriftians of Ferhabad, and enable 
them to preferve the breed among them, had caufed to be driven thither from Hif- 
pahan. ‘The mode of tranfport adopted was curious, as, in order to fhorten the time of 
their journey, they were carried in panniers like women. ; 

The grot being found ina filthy condition, we continued our journey till midnight with 

reat difficulty, and very unpleafantly, owing to the gloom of the valley, and a fall of fleet, 
from our having alfo frequently to ford the rivulet | have mentioned. This was alfo the 
firft day of our perceiving {now on the mountains, or experiencing inclement weather, 
At length we reached a town at midnight called Ucbli-rad, where we refted all the 
following day to retrefh our cattle. On the fucceeding day, sth of February, we con- 
tinued our route ftill through the fame valley, which we difcovered was divided into 
two by a ridge of mountains. The road to the left appearing to us moft beaten, we 
took that in preference, and had proceeded about a mile when we Icarned from fome 
fhepherds that we were going aftray, and trod back our fteps to take the road on the 
right, which was covered with fhow, and muddy owing to its beginning to thaw. 

‘We had a fall of fhow again towards evening, and at length after journeying four 
leagues arrived late at a town called Firuz-cuh, or the victorious mountain. This 
town is on the fummit of the mountains in an expofed fituation, to which however, 
notwith{tanding its eminence, the afcent is gentle. his town is the laft of the province 
of Irak, in confequence of which the copper money of Hifpahan ceafes to pafs for 
more than half its value. It is a remarkable circumftance in Perfia, that although 
filver coin be univerfally current at the fame value, copper fhould pals in a different 
province to that in which it was iffued at only half its price, notwithftanding it be 
larger and heavier than that in circulation of the ftamp of the province in which it is 
tendered. ‘Tuefday, we remained all day at Firuz-cuh. Wednefday We continued 
our courfe towards Mazanderan, always on a defcent, that province bordering on the 
fea, and being a level country, fo that we had to go down halfas deep again from the 
mouitain of Feruz-cuh as the valley from its fummit whence we afcended. Here, hows 
ever, it may not be improper to give you a defcription of Mazanderan. 

This province is fituated as I have before remarked on the Cafpian fea, in the 
fou-h eaft, having the province of Afterabad, dependant on a Khan fubje& to the King, 
on the eaft, and the fea on its weftern fide; Ghilan, which was annexed by his 
prefent Majefty to Perfia, and which is governed by a viceroy, on the weit, and the pro- 
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vince of Irak on its fouthern fide. But in order to give you a better comprehenfion of 
the pofition of their various countries, I fhall make the tour of the Cafpian Sea ; fpeci= 
fying the divifions and modern names of the countries, to enable you to compare them 
with the defcription of ancient authors. 

As before defcribed, weft of Mazanderan, on the Cafpian Sea, lics Ghilan ; beyond 
which towards the welt, in the neighbourhood of the fea, but above Ghilan, Albania is 
fituated, which is annexed to the former province ; the firft city of which is Backee *, or 
more properly Bagh-cuh, pronounced by the Perfians, Vaccuh. It is remarkabl 
ftrong, being built on rugged rocks, on the margin of the fea, called alfo by the fame 
name. ‘This city is faid to have been called formerly Albana, and is at prefent the refi- 
dence ofa fultan. In the fame country, alfo, on the weftern fhores of the fea, is Derbend 
er Demir-capi, that is to fay, Irongate. Albania terminates here, and Mount Caucafus 
begins ; inhabited at prefent by divers nationgy but particularly upon the fea by certain 
Mahometans called Lezghi, who acknowlege no king. hefe are much divided among 
themfelves, under the dominion of an infinite number of petty tyrants, called Mirza ; 
fome of which have no more than twenty fubjects. They are a people of grofs habits, 
who prefer a refidence in villages, and in the country, to citics; a brutal and barbarous 
race, the dread and horror of their neighbours, ae 

Who rove for booty, and fubfift on foil. 


Beyond the Lezghi is the country of the Afiatic Sarmatians, that is to fay, the Cir. 
caffians, who follow the Greek faith, but are without books, pricfts, or churches, fo 
that they are Chriftians only in name ; and, divided as they are among themfelves under 
the fway of different Mirza, from the Lezghi on one fide and the Tatars on the 
other, they carry on inceffantly a frecbooting war with their neighbours. Hence the 
immenfe number of men and women flaves, Circaffians, Ruffians, Tatars, and Lezghi, 
difperfed over the Eaft by this infamous traffic. 

Circaflia extends along the Cafpian Sea to the country of the Ruflians, called by us 
Mufcoyites, to the mouth of the Wolga, where the city of Aftracan, as called by us; 
but by the Perfians, who carry on a confiderable traffic hither, denominated Agitar- 
can, and by its inhabitants, Afktarcan. On the northern fhores of the Cafpian Sea, 
the Ruffians have the Tatars for neighbours, among which are a certain race called the 
Ulbeck Tatars, a name which fignifies independant lords. Thefe people inhabit a 
country of immenfe extent to the ealt of the Cafpian Sea. Beyond them, towards the 
rifing of the fun, are the Tatars of Cathay ; and fouth of them lays India. Among other 
confiderable places belonging to them, is Samarcand, anciently the refidence of ‘lamer- 
lane. Towards the fouth they have Balk, or Bukhara, on the fea, the refidence of one 
of their principal khans, who is frequently at war with Perfia. 

Betweeen the country of the Ufbeck Tatars, the Iagatays who inhabit Scythia 
citerior (undoubtedly the ancient) Sogdiana and Bactriana, and the province of Altera 
bad which [have before mentioned, the country on the borders of the fea is an abfolute 
defart, inhabited formerly by the Turkmans, who now are di'perfed over the whole 
empire of Perfia as well as of Turkey. ‘Thefe Turkmans were a wandering people, 
without any fixed abode, livingin tents. Their ancient and ordinary country, however, 
was that part of Scvthia called by geographers Turkiftan, where they obtained the 
name of ‘Turkmans, a corruption of Terck-imaun, which means, he has changed his faith; 
when from Gentiles, which they were before, they became Mahometans. Since that 
period this name has been applicd to thofe only who remained in the country and their 


* Moftly written Backu or Bakku, but properly Bagh cuh, the mountain garden. 
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colonies, the reft becoming powerful carried their arms farther towards the weft, in Afia, 
and into Europe, and retrenching the man or ‘man from their names, were afterwards 
called Turks. Some of thefe people, as I have obferved, remained between Afterabad 
and the Ufbeck Tatars; but thefe were afterwards exterminated by Abbas, on account 
of their being Infidels, and joinmg with the Tatars of the fame creed as them‘elves 
(which is fimilar to that of the Turks) in defolating the borders of Perfia. However,. 
there are yet a number of thefe Turkmans in other parts of his empire, that is, in Media, 
Albania, and elfewhere ; fome of which are eftablifhed in villages and cities, others have 
no fixed abode. They are governed by Sultans and Khans, who ferve the King with 
{crupulous fidelity. 

I fhall now return to Firuz cuh. On leaving this place we travelled three leagues 
through the fnow, which laid very deep, to the frontiers of Irak, where we defcended. 
from the fummit of the mountains. We,however no fooner entered Mazanderan, de 
{cending from the mountains by rude acclivities, than we found ourfelves again enclofed 
ina very narrow valley, at the foot of thc mountains we had crofled. The country we 
quitted was barren, and bare of either trees or plants; this, on the contrary, was covered 
with forefts, abounding in water, and fkirted by mountains clothed with beautiful and 
very lofty trees, which much delighted me from the refemblance it bore to Europe; 
fuch as I had never before feen in any of the countries of Africa or Afia through 
which I had travelled, nor indeed had I fince my departure from Italy ever before met 
with fuch profufion of wood and water. ; 

After five leagues journeying we arrived after mid-night at the firft inhabited fpot in 
Mazanderan. ‘This retreat, built on the road, as well as many others, by the prefent 
King, is called Suzkar abad. In order to compel the people to dwell in thefe buildings, 
and leave the barren mountains, he deftroyed their houfes there, leaving only a few for the 
convenience of travellers. In this place I met with Mr. Gifford, an Englifh gentleman 
with whom I was acquainted, with the interpreter of his nation returning from court to 
Hispahan. 

Thurfday, which was the 8th of February, we travelled three leagues in this fame 
valley ; and as it expands here a little, and is watered by a fall ftream which flows 
gently to the fea, it was well cultivated, and entirely covered with rice, which is fown fo 
plenteoufly all over Mazanderan on account of the quantity of water in the province, 
and the humidity of the foil, that one readily takes it to be the only food of the people. In 
fa&t, whether owing to the foil not fuiting the growth of wheat, or their want of par- 
tiality to the culture of that grain, the bread ued in the whole province is made from rice 
alone, which likewife conttitutes their only food. The people difliking meat, and 
fancying milk, butter, with every fort of unctuous food injurious to health, live entirely 
on rice cooked with a little water and falt, and called chilao, taking with it every now and 
then a {poonful of fome fort of acid, fuch as verjuice, the juice of pomegranates, vinegar, or 
the like. ‘To this food they are exceedingly partial, and maintain that there is none more 
conducive to health. In Lent I lived myfcif almeft wholly on this food, ‘and found it 
far from bad. I do not confider it, however, to be highly wholefome; the people of 
this province, who eat nothing elfe, feldom having much colour, owing perhaps to this 
mode of living, perhaps to the qwality of the air, They are almoft univerfally of 
a brown, fallow complexion, with black hair, eyes, and eyebrows. 

The women, however, were in my eyes perfectly beautiful ; and T had full opportunity 
of judging, as, unlike other Mahometans, they never cover the face, but converfe freely 
with man.. In addition, they are affable and exceedingly obligmg. In courteous man- 
ners the men are not inferior to the women; particularly they are ever ready to offer 
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their houfes to ftrangers, feek their company, and are gracious and gencrous in extreme 3 
fo much fo, in fhort, that I may fay with fafety, there is no country in the world in 
which the people, even of the very loweft rank, poffefs greater urbanity of manners. 
Thus Hyrcania, if Mazanderan form a part thereof, from the horrid country it was 
depiéted by the ancients, the repair of tigers and other ferocious bea(ts, is now metamor- 
phofed into the fineft country I have hitherto feen in Afia, and that in which the inha- 
bitants are the moft civil, prepoflefling, kind, and trufty of any upon the furface of 
the globe. 

We difcerned on the road this day, on the declivities of the mountains, fome caftles 
formerly ufed as fortreffes. Certain petty noblemen who had affumed the ftate of tove- 
reigns, and claimed independance, caufed them to be erected during the minority of 
Shah Abbas, and the latter end of the very long life of his father Choda-bendé, in which 
period Perfia underwent feveral changes. But at prefent all thefe caftles are in ruins, 
having been razed by Shah Abbas, after reducing this country to fubjection, We faw 
likewife on the flope of another mountain, extremely high and of fharp afcent, which 
ferves as a rampart to this valley, a grotto, with walls of mafonry, to which it is impof- 
fible to have accefs, no one knowing the road to it, and the mountain being fo rocky 
and perpendicular. It is related that a young lady, tall as a giant, lived in this grotto, 
and was ufed to ravage the circumjacent country, and that in this part all intercourfe 
was ftopped by her between the neighbouring provinces. 

They relate alfoa thoufand ftories, not only of this maiden, but alfo of feveral giants 
of the country, whofe large tombs are to be feen ; but as I look on thefe as old women’s 
tales, I paid no attention to them. I fhall only remark to you, that in thefe fame parts, 
on the margin of the ftream which runs pleafantly along the bottom of the valley in 
which we dined, I found in the morning a quantity of celery, wild endive, and feveral 
other excellent herbs met with in our country; with violets and other pleafant flowers 
in abundance on the fide of the road, delighting us with the grateful promife of {pring. 
Amid the charming diverfity of profpeéts, and the delightful fragrance with which we 
were regaled, we continued our journey, and in the evening entered one of thofe little 
huts newly built, calle Mioni kiolle. Of thefe there are a number on the road, fo 
that travellers may halt wherever they will. 

Mazanderan poffeffes no places fet apart for the accommodation of travellers; but 
each individual is anxious to receive the ftranger, and loads him with kindnefs, without 
exacting any gratuity; he however refufes not the boon you tender asa prefent. On 
Friday we fet off rather late, and moreover found the road extremely bad and muddy, 
the ground being of a very flippery nature ; fo that, but for the road in places being cut 
in form of ftairs, it would have been impoffible for us to have got along. On _ this 
account we advanced but two leagues, arriving in the evening at a {mall village called 
Giret, fituated on the flope of a mountain, where, the men being at Ferhabad in attend. 
ance on the King, we were received with all imaginable kindnefs by a very handfome 
and highly courteous hoftefs, called Zohara, at whofe houfe we were vifited by almoft 
all the females of the place, each with a prefent. In return, Madame Maani prefented 
them with fome trifles, which, from their rarity in this quarter, were highly efteemed, 
and. much delighted them. * 

‘With other things, fhe divided among them a quantity of hanna, or alcanna as it is 
called by our druggifts, for {taining the hands; and after fupper, in order to celebrate 
our arrival, fhe infifted on all prefent ufing of it with her; it being the cuftom in the 
Eaft on any joyous occafion, fuch as weddings or the like, to falten it on the hands 
while in conyerfation, This alcanna is nothing more than the powder of the dried leaves 
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of a certain plant, which, as the Orientalifts never wear gloves, poffeffes the faculty of 
embellifhing the hand, and preferving it from injury. by the weather. The manner of 
applying it ts as follows: after fupper, juft previous to their retiring to bed, they moiften 
the alcana with water, and with the pafte cover the hands, or fuch part of the body as 
they are defious of ftaining, binding it on with lincn bandages. The evening is there- 
fore chofen for the application, as in the day-time it would be inconvenient for the ladies 
to have their hands confined. The pafte remains thus faftened during the night, and in 
the morning, on removing the bandage, the pafte is reduced again to powder, and the 

part to which it had been applied is {tained of a bright orange colour ; fometimes, if a 
greater quantity be ufed, it is more inclined to red; and fometimes ayain, fo much-is 
ufed as to make it of a very dark.colour,. approaching to black. This dye is the moft 
efteemed by the Perfians, as it ferves to fet off the whitenefs of the fkin. 

On Saturday we left this place, and continued our journey by a tirefome and very: 
bad road. In the evening we lodged at a viilage called Tallarapafcet; where I found 
fome mountaineers who were fo cxceffively ftupid, that having bonght oats of fome of 
them for the horfes, in order to learn what number I had to pay for theth of a certain 
copper-money of the value of a farthing, we were obliged to reckon the amount with 
beans, and in fettling it pent more thanan hour. On Sunday we quitted the vallies and 
the mountains, and entered on plains. We paffed then through a large foreft, the road 
through which is ftraight, broad, and well fhaded by the trees, which are large and of 
great height ; many of them covered with wild vines. : 

- We were much fatigued in travelling this road, the foil being flimy and moift, on ac- 
count of the numerous rivulets by which it is watered in many places; fo that in the 
winter it becomes fo muddy that even camels, notwithftanding their great height, fink 
in the foil to the girths, you may judge therefore what the condition of horfes or {maller- 
animals rauft be. In order to remedy this inconvenience, the King has ordered a road 
to be conftruéted and paved, for which purpofe a quantity of materials are colleéted 
by the way-fide, and huts have been built forthe workmen. The plan however is not 
yet began, on account of the feafon; it raining almoft continually in Mazanderan 
throughout the winter. é 

We at length waded through thefe bad roads, but with fo much labour and difficulty 
that this day we travelled no more than two leagues, night overtaking us in the foreft. 
We liftened attentively for the barking of dogs or the bleating of fheep, to point out to 
us fome place of refuge for the night ; at length, finding no habitation but what was at a 
great diftance from us, we refted that night in the foreit, having the trees for covering 
in lieu of a tent, through the foliage of which the beams of the moon playing made our 
canopy appear of dark green and filver. A quantity of dry leaves ferved us for car- 
pet and bed; and for firmg we found abundance of dry wood. We fent out feryants 
then to the neareft village for provifions. Its inhabitants, owing to fome mifconception, 
took offence at our people, with whom they were near coming to blows without 
knowing why; but finally, informed of who we were, they were extremely civil, and. 
came to proffer us lodging and make us prefents ; and on our declining to go to-the 
village on account of the diftance, the principal of the village, with the chief inhabitants, 
came to our camp loaded with excellent provitons, and paffed the night gaily with us, 
bringing a mufician with them who treated us during fuppe? with woodland fongs, in 
the language of the country, whicl is impure Perfian; accompaning his airs with an 
jll-ftrung violin, giving us little pleafure fave what we felt from the good-will -he mani- 
fefted to amule us. The Monday following we travelled two leagues farther through 
the wood, over an equally bad road; pafling here and there over fome well-cultivated 
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fields, irkfome to crofs on account of the rains, but in which the road was fomewhat 
better. : 

In the evening we arrived at Saru, a very large and populous town, wherein the King 
has a palace; it is not an enclofed place, but has the denomination of a city. I did not 
notice in it any handfome buildings. The houfes are moftly thatched with ftraw, few 
being covered with tiles. ‘The name of this place fignifies yellow, perhaps on account 
of the quantity of oranges and various fruit which grows about the town. Here we 
met, in a brother and fifter of tender years, ith ne obliging hofts, who fhewed us all 
imaginable attention, as well as fome of their relations, which induced us to give reft to 
our beafts, and remain here the whole of Tuefday. On Wednefday, the 4th of February, 
we departed from Saru, and continued our way for four leagues through large plains, 
formerly a forelt, of which the trees have been felled, and the lands put into excellent 
cultivation. They are inhabited in different parts by an infinity of people, moftly 
Chriftians, fent hither by the King not long ago from various countries, but prin- 
cipally from Armenia and Georgia. : 

‘The roads through thefe plains are wearifome and unpleafant; yet, being more open, 
are not equally bad with that in the foreft. 1 truft, however, that they will foon under. 
go the repair projected, and indeed already begun. They are intended to be paved, 
and will be broad, ftraight, and continued the whole length to Ferhabad. The houfes 
on the road-fide are built coarfely of the trees felled, and earth; as, however, clay 
abounds, they will no doubt foon be replaced by brick buildings, which the materials of 
their houfes, and the great ftore of wood they have, will ferve them to burn. Iam 
confirmed in this opinion from the number of kilns conftruéted in the neighbourhood 
of Ferhabad, and the immenfe provifion of fuel prepared for heating them, fufficient 
together for the conftruction of not only one city, but feveral. 

At length, after undergoing fo much fatigue, we reached Ferhabad in the evening of the 
fame day we computed to do on leaving Hifpahan, and with it the term of our journey. 
As for the laft four leagues of road from Saru, it was fo clofely peopled that it feemed 
but one continued town. The King on my arrival was not at Ferhabad, but, conftantly 
on the wing, had gone to a certain place at fix leagues diftance, attended by very few ; 
the court, and the troops which cuftomarily winter with him, remaining in this city. As 
foon as the Viceroy, who is governor of the city and the whole of the province of Ma- 
zanderan, heard of my.arrival, he immediately appointed me one of the beft houfes.. 
But before I proceed to fpeak of my adventures, it may be proper to give youa defcrip- 
tion of Ferhabad, and point out its fituation. . 

Some years are paft fince the King firft laid the foundations of Ferhabad, or the 
colony of mirth, on a fpot where the province of Mazanderan joins the Cafpian Sea 
towards the north, in midft of a large plain which fpreads to the fea, but two miles 
diftant thence. The increale of buildings, however, is fo prodigious, that I have little 
doubt but in proccfs of time the city will reach the fea. ; 

‘Two motives induced the King to build this city. A defire of embellifhing his king- 
dom, which he has manifeited by the numerous places he has caufed to be founded in 
various parts ; and a peculiar partiality to the province of Mazanderan, arifing from the 
circumftance of its being the native place of his mother, and the ftrongeft and beft 
defended of any in his dominions, it being furrounded by the fea, in this part of dif- 
ficult navigation, and wild and barren mountains, pervious only by very narrow and 
difficult paffes. Add to which, this country being tie fartheft diftant of any from the 
enemies with which he has to contend, and principally the Turks, is the moft fecure of 
any in his dominions ; and, as the fortune of war is uncertain, fhould any reverfe oblige 
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him to fly before his enemies, i.: might have in this country a fecure rampart from every 
infult on their part, and would find in the population of the province fufficient means 
of upholding his authority and rank as a Sovereign. On this account, he takes the 
greateft pride and pleafure in improving Mazanderan; which, uncultivated and une. 
peopled before, by his exertions is now filled with inhabitants, who {pend their labour on 
no ungrateful foil, the fecundity thereof amply repaying the hufbandman. 

Having begun the conftruétion of Ferhabad, and appointed it the metropolis of Mazan- 
deran, to people fufficiently not only that city but the whole of the province, he had refort 
to extraordinary, violent, yet highly politic meafures ; by which he filled it with innu- 
merable colonies, of various religions and countries. “Thefe inhabirants are of two 
deferiptions ; fuch as have been carried away from various places belonging to his enemies, 
thus weakening them while he increafed his own {trength, of which defcription are numer- 
ous dependencies of the Turks and Georgia, and his own fubjeéts who lived in countries 
of infecure defence, bordering on the territories of unfriendly powers, to whom in 
exchange for poffeffions which he ravaged to interpofe an imperviable wildernefs 
between their and his dominions, he gave lands and houfes in this fertile and inacceffible 
country, where they might live in peace, and free from the fear of feeing their pro- 
perty, their families, and lands, become the prey of a fierce invading power, as was the 
cafe of the Chriftians of Armenia, the Mahometans of Media, or the province of Shirwan, 
and many other places. 

By thefe forced migrations to Mazanderan, he has abundantly peopled the province ; 
and allotting to each individual the means of following his ordinary purfuits, fuffering 
none to eat the bread of idlenefs, he has employed them in breaking up the untilled 
lands, and thus introduced in the province culture unknown before,. and arts and 
manufactures to which it was erft a ftranger. Here we fee fuch of the Armenians as 
were hufbandmen, and as fkilful in the culture of the vine as prone to enjoy the beverage 
it yields, employed in the fame tillage of which they were the firft inventors; wuile 
their fhepherds are furnifhed with flocks. The Georgians again, both Chriftians and 
Jews, accuftomed to tend the labours of the worm, are occupied in the gathering and 
manufacture of filk ; to facilitate the means for which, an incredible number of mulberry 
trees has been planted in the neighbourhood of Ferhabad, the foil being better adapted 
to their growth than that of anyother in the world. As for the Medes of Shirwan, inclined 
to peace and idlenefs, and fatisfied with their chil’o, who look for nothing better, that 
they may fhake off their lazy habits, he does not allow them to fell the leaves of their 
mulberry trees, of which great abundance grows on the lands he has affigned them, 
but conitrains them to raife worms, and learn the art of making filk. 

In fhort, my dear Murio, Shah Abbas is not only the King, he is the father, the 
tutor, the benefactor of his people. Not only does he gift them with lands and flocks, 
he beftows on them money in abundance to provide for their neceffities ; lending to fuch 
as may be able to repay him, and gracieufly giving as a boon to thofe whofe harder 
fortune allows not the profpeét of return. Moreover he takes care of their marriages, 
particularly of his own houfhold, and fees to all learning the practice of fome trade : 
fo that never was the father of a family more provident over five or fix, than this great 
King over fo many millions of fubje@s. This liberality, indeed, this extreme attention 
to the welfare of his people, has been of infinite prejudice to the caufe of Chriftianity ; 
for many fuffering themfelves to be dazzled by the luftre of temporal advantage, re- 
nounce eternal truth, and difown the faith of Chrift, of which they were {worn difciples 
at their baptifm, for the paltry gratification they receive on their abjuration , or tocancel 
their debts to the King, which are paid on their becoming Mahometans, ; 
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« So many miferable apoftates, upon one cccafion, availed themfelves of the bounty of 
the King, granted upon the abandonment of their religion, that in Europe Shah Abbas 
has been taxed with the fignal cruelty of having obliged them to abjure their religion 
«by force, upon their not having money to pay their debts to him. Impartially judging, 
however, it.muft be acknowleged, that the Chriftians were the moft guilty on the 
occafion ; feeing that they engaged upon borrowing money of the King, that in cafe of 
non-reftitution at the appointed time, they would change their religion ; and that inftead 
of providing for payment, thefe people diffipated the money improvidently. The Car. 

' melites took occafion, therefore, at this time to tell thefe Chriftians freely, that they 
ought not to fell their religion for money ; but on the contrary, to maintain themfelves 
ftedfaft in their faith, even at the price of martyrdom, if fuch were requifite; adding, 
that their individual means were not adequate to the acquittal of their debts for them. 
In this manner did they advife them fecretly, for fear of offending the King, who how- 
ever upon learning it, approved rather than blamed their conduét. ‘To thole indeed 
who were the moft neceffitous and beft difpofed, they afforded afliftance covertly ; and 
there is little doubt but if thefe Chriftians had fatisfied the King of their infufficiency to 
pay him, he would either have allowed them time, or have wholly remitted’ his 
claim. . 

One day, however, noticing that payments came in with more than common eagernels, 
to the amount of many thoufand crowns, and thefe all in Portuguefe coin, the King re- 
fufed to receive them ; alleging, that according to the bargain they were pledged to ab- 
jure, and that fince they changed their religion for money, and from Armenians that they 
were become Franks or Romanifts, all religions muft be equal to them, and that it was his 
pleafure they fhould therefore become Mahometans ; for it was neither juft nor reafon- 
able that his {ubjedts fhould be in the pay of a foreign power, particularly. of the Portu- 
guefe, his neighbours, who had become fufpicious to him, and with whom he was 
ccz.ftantly in difpute; and that now it was evident they could have no other motive in 
lavifhing money thus among his fubje¢ts, than to make a party, under the pretext of 
faving their fouls. ; : 

To return to Ferhabad. The circuit of its walls is great ; equal to and perhaps greatev 
than that of Rome or Conftantinople: the city containing ftreets of more than a leapue 
in length. Of the people already fent hither and daily arriving, the major part are 
Chriftians, differing in cufloms and ceremonies, and thefe moftly Armenians and 
Georgians, who are allowed to build as many houfes and churches as they: pleafe, and 
worlhip in public; a permiflion not granted in Turkey, or other Mahometan countries, 
in which, if a church fall into decay, licenfe to repair or rebuild it can be obtained only 
by dint of money. The Chriftians here however are far from devout, of which I fatisficd 
myfelf on vifiting one of the churches cf the Armenians, on Palm Sunday, one of their 
principal feftivals. Notwithitanding the number of thefe people at Ferhabad, and the 
pauc:ty of their churches, the congregation on this occafion did not exceed five-and- 
twenty or thirty perfons. Indeed we may attribute the misfortunes and calamities to 
to which they have been fubjeét, principally to their Iukewarmnefs in matters of re- 
‘ligi-n, their fchifms and herefies, which have called down the vengeance of a juflly 
irritated Deity. Not however té digrefs farther, I muft obferve, that the ftreets not yet 
finithed are laid out, and are very broad.and ftraight, broader even than the ftreet called 
Giulta, at Rome. ‘Lhey are lined by rows of fynimetrical houfes; before which are 
cana’s to carry off the rain, with bridges in front of each houfe. As yet the houfes are 


bui. only one ftory high, and are covered with flags, which refift the weather as well as 
can te wifhed. : . 
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_ "Lhe coarfe walls of Ferhabad are made of a matter very common in the neighbour- 
hood, called culghil, that is to fay, earth and ftraw. It is a flimy fand, watered like 
lime, and combined with chopped {traw, and without any mixture of ftone, forms a very 
hard and durable fence. ‘The King’s palace almoft alone is built of brick. This is-of 
tolerable fize, but not yet finifhed. Not having yet feen the interior, I cannot defcribe 
it; but from its outward appearance, I conjecture it does not materially differ from other 
of the King’s palaces. There is moreover a caravanferai, which is very {pacious, and is 
already reforted to by the caravans. Itis of brick likewife, but not yet entirely finithed. 
The Vizier of Mazanderan informed me, that it was built at the inftigation of the King, 
and took up no moré than a fortnight to bring to its prefent ftate. ‘There is likewife 
a public bath, with fome large houfes belonging to individuals of confequence, who refide 
in the city, but the number of them is inconfiderable. 

The reft of this city, which is in its infancy, is built only of wood, earth, flags, and 
{traw ; whence it fometimes happens, as has been the cafe during my refidence here, 
that great devaftation is occafioned by fire, whole ftreets being deftroyed. The King, 
however, who is con(tantly vigilant to increafe the beauty of and perfeét this city, with 
a view of preveniing fimilar accidents, has availed himfelf of this to forbid the re-con- 
ftru@ion of the houfes on the fame plan, unlefs moré fubftantially built. From his pro- 
vidence, when we refleét on the wonders which in a fhort fpace he has effected at Hif- 
pahan, there is no root to doubt of his rendering Ferhabad, in the courfe of time, one 
6f the moft handlome and magnificent cities in the Eaft; particularly as its neighbour- 
ood abounds in wll the requifites for confumption and convenience. 

Ferhabad is not furrounded by a wall, nor even as yet dre the lines formed ; apparently 
they will not be now begun, but time be allowed for its increafe of fize. 

‘A river, much fmaller than the Tiber, which has its rife in the mountains I croffed, 
and flows through the rice valley I defcribed, increafed by the torrents which fall into 
it, becomes navigable at Saru, and running thence takes its courfe through the middle of 
the city. The boats ufed on this river are not of common conftru€tion, but made of 
hollow trees, with flat bottoms to fuit itssfhallownefs, and will carry ten or twelve per- 
fons, or a proportionate weight of merchandize. The paddles they make ufe of are , 
fhaped more like fhovels than oars; with thefe, however, they make rapid progrefs 
through the water, not only with but even again{t the current. ; . 

"Chis river is called Tegine-rude, which fignifies the rapid ftream. In Ferhabad there 
is yet no more than one bridge, which is very well built, and fituated in the molt fre- 
quented part of the city ; as however it is fo large, and paflengers often with to crofs in 
other places, on fuch occafions they are ferried over in thefe {mall boats, of which there 
arc a number plying. This river, which runs from fouth to north, falls into the Caf- 
pian Sea two miles below the town. Ferhabad is therefore a fea-port, veflels coming. up 
to the bridge of the city where they anchor; thefe veffels, however, are not of large 
demenfions, but fuch as ordinarily are ufed in trafficking thence to Ghilan, Afterabad, 
Bagh-kuh, Demir-capi, and whither the trade is greatelt, Aftracan for Mufcovy. 

The largeft of thefe veffels exceed not our tartans in fize; they are built high, yet 
draw very little water, and are flat-bottomed on account of the numerous fhoals. I 
wondered at firft why fearcely any other fifh than falmon and very poor fturgeons were 
caught at Ferhabad, and attributed it to the inability of the Perfians, and their ignorance 
of the art of fithing ; I was however undeceived by the Khan of Afterabad, who, living 
on this fea and having experience of what he ftated, was competent to inform me. It 
feems that twenty or thirty miles from the fhore, the fea is fo thallow that the fifhermen 
cannot throw their nets. On this account their veffels are built in the manner before 
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defcribed, and carry no cannon, there being but few cruizers on this fea, unlefs indeed 
a {mall number of Mufcovites or Ruflians, in the neighbourhood of their rivers, particu- 
larly the Wolga. Navigators alfo are cautious of touching at the mountains of the 
Lezghi, or in the country of the Circaflians, between Albania and Mufcovy, as they 
would infallibly expofe both their property and freedom. ; 

‘The temperature of Ferhabad much refembles that of Rome, lying nearly under the 
{ame meridian ; that is to fay, the winters are alike humid, rainy, and foggy, and the fame 
degree of heat and cold is experienced. The quality of the foil is likewife fimilar, both 
being fat, marfhy, and watered by a river and the fea, 

J entered Ferhabad on the weft. of the river, but the houfe affigned me was on the 
oppofite fide, confequently I was obliged to crofsit in order to get thither. Although 
one of the beft in the place, the ceiling was fo low that, notwithftanding I am none of 
the talleft, I could reach it-with my hand. The houfe reminded me of the firft cabins 
of Romulus; and as I {eek to gather fome amyfement from every thing, the imagery 
which this circumftance brought to recollection ferved frequently to divert me. An 
appendage to it however much delighted mc; it was a large garden planted with white 
mulberry trees, on the banks of the river. Here, fhaded by them at times, or at others 
walking in alleys, I {pent a great and the moft agreeable portion of my time in conver- 
fation with the mufes ; now in company with Adtius Sincerus, and now with a Marcus 
Aurelius, in French, which I met with by chance; and at other times with Ferrari, for 
want of other books. 

So ftrong was my inclination of feeing the Cafpian Sea, that the very next day after 
my arrival, that is, the 15th of February, I repaired to its fhores. I embarked a little 
below my dwelling, not in one of the little boats I have defcribed, but in a bark of 
tolerable fize, refembling a felucca, but very ill equipped with paddles, and a difpropor- 
tionate rudder; fuch, in fhort, that I am well perfuaded, unlefs the wind were wholly 
favourable, from the clumfinefs of the fails, it could make but little way. Charts and 
compaffes are things unheard of here ; but as this fea is much navigated, its numerous 
fhoals are well known. I wifhed much fora quadrant in order to afcertain the latitude, 
and ardently defired a well-mounted floop or frigate, that I might have taken the 
foundings, and made an exaét chart of this fea; fuch, I have no doubt, is not to be 
met with in Europe. ; 

‘We proceeded however to fea in the veffel I have mentioned, entering it by the mouth 
of the river; we had not advanced far, however, although the weather was calm, 
before the agitation occafioned qualms in Madame Maani, who never before had {een 
the fea, which obliged us to return and dine on a fpot which prefented us with nothing 
but a plain of immeafurable extent. Although not a faft-day, we were ferved with fith 
jaft caught from the river, which, however palatable at the inftant from our having been 
fo long without tafting of any, were very much inferior to thofe in Europe; nay, even 
the falmon caught here, although frefh, are not fo good as with us when falted; nor 
indeed all the while I was in the country, did I ever meet with any that were of only 
tolerable flavour, being much inferior even to thofe of the Euphrates and the Tigris. 
‘They are all large and very fat, owing, as I imagine, to the muddy. bottom of the 
Cafpian Sea. 

On Friday the 16th of February I fent two of my fervants to Eferef, only fix 
leagues-from Ferhabad, where the King then was, and where he already has begun to 
build anewcity. I fent by thefe men two letters, one for the Agamir, or firft fecretary 
of the King, the other for Huflein Bey, the mehimandar, that is to fay, the perfon who 
Boe the charce of the Kine’s anette. It is his duty not only to affien houfes-to the 
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King's vifitors, but alfo to regale and accompany them, and inform the King of their 
affairs, fo. that he is the firft perfon made acquainted with them. In faét, of whatfo~ 
ever nature they may be, whether proceeding from ambafladors of Princes or any 
others, they firft pafs through his hands : he is, confequently, an officer of great import~ 
ance. Huffein Bey is a perfon very high in efteem, not only on account of his high 
charge and the favour he enjoys, but alfo from his being the fon-in-law of a Khan, who 
is one of the moft confiderable perfons about the court, as well as from being defcended 
from the ancient nobles of Perfia Proper, where he has very large eftates in the 
neighbourhood of Shirez, with a number of towns and villages immediately dependent 
on him; being fo many lordfhips hereditary in his family, called mulk, that is to fay, 
poffeflions independent of the fovereign, or, at leaft, fuch as the King cannot juftly 
alienate. 

To thefe perfons then did I difpatch two letters, which Father Gio Thaddée de Sta. 
Elizée, vicar-general of the Carmelites.at Hifpahan, had given me; in which he merely 
informed them who I was, and of my arrival, in order that they might render account 
thereof to the King, before he faw me. In addition to the letters, I recommended. 
my people to tell them from me, that I waited His Majefty’s orders at Ferhabad, whe- 
ther to join him at Efcrif, or attend him where I was. The mehimandar was at Fer. 
habad, of which I was ignorant ; and without receiving any of my letters, on learn. 
ing J had arrived, he came on the Saturday to pay me a vifit, and treated me, as his poft 
exaéted, with great civility. 

On Sunday, in the evening, my people returned, and informed me they had feen the 
Agamir, who received them with civility, and acquainted them of his having before 
heard of my arrival and imparted it 40 the King, who anfwered according to cuftom, | 
Safa ghieldi, kofk ghieldi, fignifying I was welcome ; further adding, that it would not 
be requifite that I fhould travel to Eferif by fuch bad roads, as he was about to mount 
his horfe to come to Ferhabad, where he would fee me. Upon this communication, 
the Agamir immediately difpatched my fervants to give me intelligence thereof, and 
directed them to ufe all expedition, as His Majefty travelled quick, and would, no doubt, 
pafs them on the road. 

In faét, the King mounted his horfe, as I was afterwards informed, to come to Fer- 
habad ; but finding himfelf followed by a number of foldiers, and being fantaftic and 
extremely whimfical, he put himfelf in a rage, faying he could go no where without 
being followed ; and, out of contradiétion, returned, talking no more of his journey. 
He did not arrive, in fhort, until the 27th February, which by our reckoning was 
Shrovetide, and I remained where I was. 

‘The next day, which was Afh Wednefday, having been informed of the King’s arrival 
on the preceding day, I fent immediately to the Agamir to learn how I was to ad, and: 
whether it was proper I fhould then wait on His Majefty, at his levee, or wait till I was 
fent for, and received for anfwer ; that it was cuftomary for perfons of diftin@ion to. 
wait for particular orders; that he would inftantly mention the matter to the King, and 
communicate His Majefty’s pleafure, which he did the next day as he mounted his 
horfe. Whether, however, the King made any anfwer or not, on returning home to 
dinner he fent a gentleman to me, called Tochta Bey, to pay me a-vifit, and aét as my 
individual mehimandar, or maitre d’hotel ; a peculiar mark of honour fhewn me, this: 
gentleman being the fame perfon as on a fimilar eccafion attended the Englith refident. 
on bis firft appearance at court. ; 

I received Fochta Bey according to the ufage of the country, preparing a handfome 
collation for him, and perfumings his hair and beard with incenfe, He beroed me tn. 


56 " BIETRO DELLE VALLE’S TRAVELS IN PERSIAs 


give him a particular account of my travels, and the object of my journey. Yinformed him, 
that the ftrong inclination alone which I felt of feeing and offering my fervices to the 
King had induced my vifit, which inclination originated in the fame of his grand and 
brilliant actions, connected with the honour he fhewed our Holy Father the Pope, and, 
his known good will towards the Catholics. He enquired alfo if I defigned to remain 
any length of time in Perfia. ‘To this I anfwered, that my flay would depend on His 
Majelty. Again, he queftioned if [had aharam ; and learning Thad, afked who and 
of what country my wife was, and whence I had taken her. 

Learning afterwards in courfe of converfation that it was Lert, he- was minute 
in informing himfelf in what manner I kept it, as it is differently kept by the Chriitians 
in Perfia, the Orientalifts being much lefs rigid than thofe of the Romifh church. 

The various queftions and anfwers were committed to writing by a mulla, who acted 
as fecretary, and the fchedule, as he informed me, would be prefented to the King, as 
is done on all fimilar occafions. I communicated: likewife for infcription my name, 
fername, and country. After his taking leave of me in the politeft manner, he further 

-queftioned my fervants who accompanied him to the river’s fide.where he took. water, 
how many we were in the houfe ; how many women-fervants, horfes, and camels ; of 
which he {pecified the number in the paper he had to prefent to the King, and recom- 
mended particularly to the captain of the quarter where I dwelt, who had given me his 
own houfe as the beft and moft commodious in the neighbourhood, to pay me every: 
attention. . Thefe officers are called acfacal, that is to fay grey-beard, however young 
they may chance tobe. ‘Their office is to fee that nothing Is wanting in the houfes of 
the King’s guefts in their different quarters. 

Upon Tochta Bey leaving me, he repaired immediately to the King with the informa- 
tion he had obtained; but it being night by the time he arrived, and His Majefty 
with the ladies, he had no opportunity of {peaking to him, and therefore fent in his 
{chedule. : ; 

The fame evening the King, who feldom remains long in a place, mounted his horle, 
together with his ladies, and went on a hunting-party, about four leagues from Fer. , 
habad, to a diftri@ where he afterwards ftopped for I know not how long, without the 
poflibility of my receiving any intimation from him, However, Huffein Bey, and Tochta 
Bey, my particular mehimandar, continually vifited, and fhewed me much deference, 
behaving with the utmoft civility. 

At length the King returning, Tochta Bey immediately fent to inform me that he 
had given him ample information refpecting me, and that he himfelf would have waited 
on me to inform me of the refult of the conference were it not for the bad weather, 
but that he would do himfelf that pleafure foon as the rain had fomewhat abated. The 
rain continued, and his vifit was delayed to the 16th of March, when he informed me 
that the King had recommended me very ftrongly to his care, and enjoined that he 
fhould frequently wait on me, to remove as much as in his power the tedium of my 
refidence in this city; concluding with remarking, that the period of the King’s receiv- 
ing me was delayed, owing to the injunétions of his aftrologer Mulla Gelal, who waited 
3 a lucky time for him to give audience to foreigners ; obferving to me, that the King 

d nothing without having reference firft to his calculations. 

This, however, I look upon was a mere pretext, ferving as an excufe for His Majefty’s 
not choofing to fee me, either to tire my patience or to afford him time to- make inquifi- 
tion refpeéting my views. I, however, had no room to complain, as a fimilar conduct 
is obferved towards all foreigners; and underftanding that where impatience had been 
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with a good grace to his pleafure, intimating fimply that I fhould receive his orders, 
avhenever he pleafed to iffue them, with pleafure. 

As, however, an opportunity offered in the courfe of this day, I unfoided, by means 
of this fame Yochta Bey, one of the two objects of my vilit, which concerned a war for 
the entire deftru@tion of the Turks; the other being to make fupplication for peace 
between Perfia and the country of Madame Maani. | converfed for a long tine with 
‘Vochta Bey on the firft fubject, and pointed out to him the means + hich might be 
adopted for the effectuation of the purpofe, ead the auxiliaries which Perfa might find, 
as well perhaps in the Chriflians of Europe, as certain otheys of Afia calied Coflacks, 
who dwell on the Black Sea, at the mouth of the Dnieper or Borifthenes ; giving him at 
the fame timea fuccinét account of thefe people, and deferibing tle importance of an 
individual then at court, who, on account of an apparent flight, was fomewhat difcon+ 
tented. ‘Tochta Bey paid much attention to my difcourfe, and feemed greatly te 
approve my project, which he promifed he would not fail to communicate to the King. 
The refult fatisfied me that he had acquitted himfelf ; for one day afterwards, the Cof- 
fack, prefenting a petition to the King in the middle of the ftreet, reprefenting his im- 
patience at not receiving any anfwer, and the flight he experienced from the Lifendiar 
Bey, the King received it, and without reading the petition, flopping his horfe, he 
calicd for the Effendiar Bey, and the chief of thofe who accompanied him, and, as he is 
wont, told them ina loud tone of voice, “ You are ignorant then, you gentlemen, 
of the merit of thefe people, and, unaware of their bravery and noble difpofition, know 
not how to behave yourfelves towards them, Learn then, that they are mafters of the 
Black Sea; that it is they who have taken fo many towns from the Turks, and in varis 
ous inftances (which he recounted to’ them) have fhewn themfelves with great prowels 5 
learn, gentlenien, that they are capable of being materially ufeful to us, and are not fo 
be flighted.” He, at the fam: time, exprefling a defire of alliance with them in nearly 
the terms I propofed to Tochta Bey, concluded with recommending the individual to 
their kindnefs, enjoining the Effendiar Bey in particular, that he fhould not be fuf- 
fered to want for wine, as he knew his countrymen were partial to it; ordering him at 
the fame time five tomans in filver, equal to twenty-five pounds fterling, for his prefent 
occafions, until his petition could be attended to, and a more fuitable prefent be pro- 
vided. But let us now leave the Coffacks. 

On Wednefday, 2ift March, which was the Neu rouz, or beginning of the folar 
year, a great feftival among the Perfians, as It have before obferved, and on which the 
King receives prefents from all his fubje&ts of rank, owing either to Saturn being on 
the afcendant, or becaufe the King was indifpofed, as we were told, His Majelty did not 
leave the haram; fo that he was not vifible, nor could be fpoken with, that nor for 
feveral fucceeding days. 

Among the prefents brought to the palace on this occafion was one on the part of 
the Khan of Chorafan, who, among many other things, fent nearly three hundred heads 
of Utbeck Tartars, befides a nobleman of diftindion of that nation, and eight or ten of 
his fervants alive, who furrendered themfelves prifoners, the refult of a fkirmifh, in 
svhich the remainder were put to the rout. Thefe people, being fectaries of Omar, ggd 
inimical to the Perfians, are conftantly making inroads in their territories, carrying 
away whatever they can feize where fuccefsful. 

‘{'wo others joined together in a fimilar prefent, the one Huffein Khan, governor of 
a province on the frontiers of Bagdad, who fent the heads of fix hundred ‘Turks, and 
Cafyin Sultan, lieutenant of the faid Khan, who has much fewer people dependent on 


him; his complement was fixty : the heads of thofe of diltinction were enveloped in a 
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filk turban; the others bare, and each thruft through with a lance. This cuftom of 
making prefents of the heads of enemigs to the King of Perfia is, according to Strabo, 
of very ancient date. 

The King did not leave his palace to receive the prefents, but contented himfelf with 
one day ordering the heads and the prifoners to be carried to the oppofite fide of the 
river, which near the palace is narrow, viewing the hocking fpeétacle from a balcony. 
He pardoned the Ufbecks and gave them their liberty, withour iting them, how. 
ever, to return to their nation ; obferving, at the fame time, thai if he fhould order their 
execution, there yet would be no want of Ufbecks to defolate and injure his borders, 
nor by his pardoning thefe would the number of them be fo much increafed as to give 
him caufe of alarm. 

The Turkith prifoners, however, underwent quite a different fate, and were all of 
them decapitated, one excepted, who was pardoned. As, however, the fentence pro- 
nounced bore fuch an ambiguous meaning, | can but notice it: the King, ina civil and 
obliging manner, faying, Cardafhlari-jafhi-facla, which fignifies, “ Take care of thefe 
brethren.” On hearing thefe words, the poor wretches interpreting them asa pardon, 
particularly as they were releafed from their handcuffs, made a thoufand reverences to 
the King, and beftowed on him a thoufand benedidtions ; they, however, were fcarcely 
out of fight, ere the guards who accompanied them drew their feymitars and flew them, 
when they leaft expected fuch a fate, cutting off their heads afterwards. 

The grand feal is not that which is in higheft efteem in Perfia, although it be affixed 
to all patents and emanations from royal authority, (it is kept by the mohurdar, or 
keeper of the feal,) but a {mall feal, which is worn in a ring by the King himfelf; and 
which he ules in fealing all his letters to the Princes and governors of provinces. 

At the feftival of the Neu rouz, the Perfians in office in various departments are 
changed, particularly the Daroga, or governor of the city. Among thofe who were 
nominated to employments this year was my particular mehimandar ‘Tochta Bey, who 
was made Daroga of Hifpahan, whither the King difpatched him with expedition, fecretly 
entrufting him with matters of great importance. ‘This was in a degree injurious to 
my concerns, as the hafte which he was obliged to make caufed him to omit that atten- 
tion he was cifpofed to pay to my affairs. 

On the 13th of April, which was Good Friday, being informed that the King had fud- 
denly departed for Efcref, and apprehenfive that my reception might be delayed for a 
length of time, I deemed it proper to put him in mind of it in the beft manner I was 
able. J therefore fent my compliments, according to cuftom with us, to all my friends, 
on occafion of the day, and particularly to the agamir, with certain prefents ; among 
them fome confectionary, and eggs of different colours to play with ; an amufement to 
which the Perfiars are fo prone, that they cannot handle an egg without playing with 
it after their manner. 

‘The agamir received my fervants and little prefent with great politencfs, and enquired 
who it was that had been eppointed to vifit me fince the advancement of Tochta Bey ; 
and learning that I had {een nobody, he was extremely angry, and difmifling my fer- 
vgpts, informed therm that the vizier of the city would ‘not fail waiting on me the fuc- 

ding day. As promifed, ‘Vachi Mirza, the vizier, who is the King’s lieutenant over 
all the province of Mazanderan, came toa me fo early in the morning that I had not yet 
rifen ; in order, therefore, not to detain him I received him in bed, and the better to 
conceal my fluggifhnefs, told him I had been indifpofed throughout the whole night. 

In view of pleafing me, he told me that he waited upon me exprefsly by order of 
the King, as he mounted his horfe the preceding day, and not in confequence of any 
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direGions from the agamir ; at the fame time making niany excufes for his negligence 
in not having vifited me before, taking blame to himfelf as if guilty of unpardonable 
rudenefs. On his departure he left a written order, after previoufly enquiring the 
number of my people, for our being direétly furnithed with provifions for twenty days, 
that at the time being deemed the extent of His Majefty’s ftay at Ferhabad. He left 
with me alfo one of his fervants, not only to take care I was properly provided with 
neceflaries, but that he might always be at my call; and taking leave of me, went to 
join the King at Efcref. 

On the laft day of April I was vifited by a brother of the vizier Muhammed Saleh 
Bey ; he informed me, that the King would remain fomewhat longer than’ he at firft 
intended, and gave me a new order for provifions. I learnt from him, that His Ma- 
jefty would return in a few days to Ferhabad, and after ftopping ten days or a fortnight, 
would remove with his army to Cafvin, and thence to the frontiers. 

Tc may not be unentertaining to you to be informed of the quantity of provifions 
allotted for our fupport, firft defcribing to you the value of their different weights. The 
patman of the King weighs about 18lbs. of Venice, (19lbs. Englith); that of Tebriz, 
which is the weight by which we were ferved, glbs. of Venice, (gilbs. Eng.) This is 
divided into quarters, called cheharek ; and thefe again fubdivided into fiah, and thofe 
into mithicali ; diminutive weights, the value of which I did not afcertain. ‘The quan- 
tity afligned us then for a month was 

250 Patmans of flour, 
150 Do. of rice, 

36 Do. of butter, 

80 Fowls, 19 capons, 17 lambs, 600 eggs, 

15 Patmans of chick-peas, 12 patmans of falt, 3 of fpices of all 
defcriptions, comprifing anife, fennel, cummin, and the'like ; particularly one che- 
harek of pepper, and one of cinnamon, and one fiah of cardamum feeds ; 

. 10 Patmansof pomegranate feed, dried in the fun; the juice of 
which when boiled renders their ragouts excellent ; 

27 Patmans of onions, 

20 Do. of wine ; of which they were thus fparing, merely from 
its being reprefented to them that I did not drink of it in general. 

50 Thick and long wax candles, weighing each three pounds ; 
one of which lafts more than one evening, and ferves a fecond time in the inferior apart- 
ments, but not in the divan kané ; 

and 12 Patmans of tallow candles, burnt in filver candlefticks, with 
ftandifhes to catch the tallow, which are placed on the carpet. The ufe of tallow is 
not confidered degrading to perfons of rank, it being burnt in the palace of the King 
himfelf. 

This, however, is not the whole of our allowance of provifions ; we had befides, 

5 Patmans of raifins without ftones, called chifkmik, and in 
the'r piliio, 

5 Do. of dry apricots, * 

§ Do. of vinegar, 

10 Do. of cheefe in fmall white pieces without rind, more refem- 

bling thick cream than cheefe ; 

20 Patmans of four milk, ; : 

3 Do. of fugar, and a large flaik full of white fugar, kept in fuch 
veffels alone ; 
12 5 Large 
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5 Large decanters of rofe-water, 
gs Patmans of honey, 
1000 Oranges, 

: 100 Patmans of barley for the cattle; befides fifteen chiles of land, 
affigned us for growing barley, to cut grcen in the months of April and May ; each 
chile of land yiclding generally ten herfe loads; with thefe, 45 loads of wood for 
firing, completed our allowance 5 all of which was tranfported to my houfe with great 
exachiude, almoft at the fame inftant of time, except fome articles which we did not 
like, and prefented to the fervant of the vizier whe attended us. 

On the 1ft May, the brother of the vizier waited on me again, to direét me, in cone 
fequence of an order he had received from the King, to repair to him at Efcref as foon 
as poffible, he being defirous of fhewing me the buildings he had conftruéted there, 
betore he left that part of the country; informing me at the fame time, that if I would 
be ready by the next morning he would fend a man to accompany me, and that it would 
not be neceflary to take my baggage with me, as the King would remain there but a 
very fhort time. Taccording!y prepared myfelf, and left Ferhabad in the morning of the 
ad May, with the vizier’s fervant and thofe of my own, leaving the women and the 
remainder of my fuite behind. 

Efcref lays eaftward of Ferhabad; the road thither is very cven, and the mud in it 
being tolerably dry, our journey was pleafant. The country on each fide was remark- 
ably well cultivated, particularly in the neighbourhood of Ferhabad, and inhabited by 
an infinite number of Georgians and Armenians. 

1 faw growing about a number of plants which I had long wifhed to fee, but in vain, 
fuch as chicory in abundance, thiftle, and wild borage, with a different flower to ours, 
On the way I pointed them out to the inhabitants, who were ignorant of their value, 
particularly the endive. After travelling for a league we forded a river, fomewhat 
broader than that at Ferhabad, which empties itfelf into the Cafpian Sea. It is called 
Chinon. 

ait noon we refted for two hours in a town belonging to the Turkmans, called Chi-. 
arman. It is fituated on another fmall river, much refembling that at-the Marana at 
Rome. According to cuitom we were regaled by the chief inhabitants, but as I had 
lunched off an excellent ham [ate but Htule. On remounting our horfes we continued 
our courfe until five or fix in the evening, pafling through feveral towns and villaces 
inhabited partly by natives of Mazanderan and partly by Turkmans. 7 

At length we arrived at Efcref, which is about two leagues diftant from the fea. It 
is fituated at the extremity of a handfomie plain, at the foot of fome {mall mountains 
which cover it towards the fouth. lt is at prefent an open place, which is only juit 

egun to be builton. Nothing is yet conftruéted but the King's palace, which, indeed, 
is not itfelf complete ; its gardens; a large ftrect, the bazar, and fome houfes inter- 
fperfed among the trees of the foreft, and a large efplanade. It is, however, full of inha- 
bitants ; and, in order to encourage the frequency of more, the King, who delights in 
hunting, and meets with much fport here, whenever he winters at Ferhabad, pafles a 
ggeat part of his time at this place. : 

~ Springs and rivulets are here very abundant, the water of which is excellent. Trees 
alfo are very numerous, thick and of high growth, and the houfes among them are fo 
faded by their foliage that they are fcarccly vifible; and fo numerous that one is at a 
lof to determine whether it be rather a town in a foreft or a foreftinatown. On our 
nearing the palace, the man furnifhed me by the Vizier, rode on to acquaint the governor 
of my arrival, who immediately mounted his horfe to meet me, with fome of his people 
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on foot, gave me the right, the ftation of honour among the Perfians, as well as contrary 
to the cuftom of the ‘Turks, who give the left as a compliment, and afigned for my 
abode one of the beft houfes in the place. 

‘This dwelling has a large court entirely thaded by the branches of trees, fo as almoft 
wholly to exclude the fun. In the midit of it, in the moft umbrageous part, a {mall 
apartment, or rather a gallery, (as it is open on all fides,) has been ereéted, about the 
height of a man from the ground, to which you afcend by fteps. In this place it is ufual 
to receive company in the fummer, and even to fleep, on account of its coolnefs. This 
place is common, and fuch galleries ave called bala kané, or high houfes, from their being 
raifed above the furface of the ground. 

It muft not feem extraordinary to you that fuch open apartments fhould be ufed to 
fleep in, the night air poffefling no noxious qualities in thefe parts, nor even in any 
part eaftward of the Mediterranean as far as here; nay, even weft of its fhores in the 
Archipelago, at Scio for example. The cuftom of fleeping expofed to the air through- 
out thefe quarters is fo common, that ilinefs would enfue upon the inhabitants refting 
in clofe apartments. 

The vizier introduced me, therefore, into the bala kang, where feated, we remained 
fome time in converfation. Afterwards he repaired to the King, to acquaint him of my 
arrival ; and returning fhorily after, informed me that the King had bade me welcome, 
and would give me audience on the morrow. The vizier ftaid to fup with me; and 
every thing ferved me, as well on this occafion as at all my meals afterwards, was in.a 
very pice manner from his own houfe. He remained with me for fome time after fup- 
per, and ordering fome of his people to abide with mic to receive my orders, took his 
leave; telling me, he would wait on me in the morning to prefent me himfelf to 
Vis Majefty. 

‘As ufual with them, my bed was prepared in the bala kané, tt confifted of a mattrafs, 
with filk. pillows, anda quilted counterpane of the fame, but without fhects ; inftead of 
which was a cit Indiano, or Balampour, of a thoufand colours. That I had no fheeis 
muft not furprife you, they are rendered unneceffary by the night-drefs cuftomarily 
worn, which is a fhirt and drawers, or rather trowfers reaching to the feet. 

On the next day the vizier repaired to my houfe, and found me already dreft and 
waiting for him; but as it was ye early, he remained with me dl che hour at which he 
expected I might be admitted toan audience. At length we mounted our horfes and 
repaired in company to the palace, the principal gate of which fronts a very handfome 
and long {treet ; arrived at which we alighted. We cid not enter by a large meadow 
before the palace, but rounded it, afcending by a large fquare joining the palace on 
one fide, to which one paffes by a garden that no one is allowed to enter on horfeback. 

1 found here anumber of Georgians who waited upon the King to abjure their religion 
and become Mahometans ; this mduced a converfation between the vizier and mylelf; 
in which I learnt that liberty of corifcience was allowed throughout the kingdom ; and 
that the King was wholly indifferent to what religion his fubjects profetfed, holding all 
as good, either the Mahometan, the Chriftian or Jewith faith ; but thele people, added 
he, are continually peftering His Majefty to become Mahometans. 

‘At one end of the fquare, near the palace, there is a beautiful tree of great height, at 
which the firtt corps de garde is ftationed. Here the Vizier left me in the fhade to give 
advice of my approach, and receive the neceffary orders; and after fome time he 
returned to inform me, the King had ordered him to conduct me to the divan kané of 
the garden, where the principal officers about the court awaited him. ‘The floor of 
the divan kané, raifed only two fteps from the ground, was covered with beautiful car- 
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pets, on which the officers of the court already aflembled were feated. The Khan of 
Afterabad ; the Corchibathi, or chief of the foldiery, called Corchi; Muharrab Khan; 
Delli Muhammed, furnamed Delli from his facetioufnels, that word fignitying {portive ; 
a Sultan from the frontiers next to India; with feverdl others of confideration. Befides 
thefe, on the oppofite fide, Sart Kogia Bey, and the Effendiar Bey, a particular favourite 
of the King ; and on the fide fronting the weft, that of leaft efteem among them, were 
feveral muficians with various inftruments, fuch as violins, cymbals, lutes, and others, 
but varying in fhape from ours, the ftrings of which were not only of catgut, but alfo 
of filk covered with wire. 

On my entrance I was led to fit between the Khan of Afterabad, and the Corchi- 
bafhi, as the moft honourable ftation, the Vizier of Mazanderan remaining at the door ; 
thofe officers in greateft familiarity with the King never fitting at his audience, but 
remaining ftanding to obey his orders. The reft of the affemblage kept their feats as 
on my arrival. 

After remaining feated thus for fome time we were ferved with dinner. What was 
prepared for us was brought by the garden-gate, the difhes being carried by as many 
perlons following each other after the maitre a’ hotel, of from eighteen to twenty years 
of age, without ‘beards, who aét as the King’s pages, and dreft in the cuftume of 
Mazanderan ; that is to fay, in pantaloons, with a tight round frock fitting the 
body and reaching to the middle of the thighs; no turban, but inftead a fur cap 
with the hair outwards, and the kin turned up at bottom to fhew the cloth with which 
it is lined. 

Thefe kind of caps, called in Perfia bork, are very common here, and are the fame 
as for cohvenience-fake are worn in the houfe in lieu of turbans. The pages do not 
wear liveries, fuch not being ufed at all in thefe parts, but each was clad ina different 
colour: to the other, according to fancy, and in various kinds of cloth, fome embroidered 
with gold and others with filver, the bork being generally of a different colour from 
the pantaloons, and thefe again varying from that of the frock. 

The dithes they carried were large as our bafons, with high covers, either round or 
fteeple-fhaped, to cover the pyramids of piléo and other meffes. The difhes were 
fome of filver but moftly of gold, and, in order to make the greater fhew, they were 
intermixed. 

The maitre d’hotel, on reaching the divan kané, knelt and fpread before me and my 
two neighbours a cloth of moderate fize of an o€tagonal fhape, of gold brocade fringed, 
with gold taffels of different fhapes and colour. On this cloth every thing placed was 
ferved in difhes of gold, and the meats they contained, notwithftanding it was feafoned 
after.the country fafhion, was truly a feaft for a King. Befides thefe difhes, near each 
of us was a'large porringer of the capacity of a {mall pipkin, full of acids, extraGted 
from different matters, of which fpoonfuls are occafionally taken during the repatt, 
either to affift digeftion or fharpen the appetite; to ferve which, in each porringer, 
which ‘like the difhes were of gold, a deep new {poon was put, made of aromatic wood, 
with avery ‘long handle ; thefe, however, ferve but for one meal, never being ufed a 
fecond time. 

Although we were not long at dinner, wine was ferved twice round to all the com- * 
pany according to rank ; as I objeéted to a fecond cup I was much importuned, as 
thofe about me being prohibited the ufe of wine by their religion, and aware that no 
fuch injunction withheld me, confidered my abftinence as a reproach. 

While diverting ourfelves:in converfation the muficians kept playing continvally, but 
in fuch gentle tones and fo low as to be fearcely heard, fo as to afford no interruption. 

While 
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While talking, the cup which was of gold and the falver the fame, kept continually 
moving, the quantity drank at each time, however, was finall, and the Perfians ac- 
cuftomed to thefe entertainments Mave good heads. 

it was now late, when the King attended by fome favourite officers of ftata, fuch as the 
agamir, the chief of the eunuchs, and fome others, entered by the garden gate oppofite. 
tous. As well as the others, he was dreff2d in a very fine cotton velt of a lively 
green colour, laced over the breaft; for, notwithftanding it be cuftomary to lace them 
on the fide, as I have elfewhere noticed, they are fometimes laced in front with orange 
laces. His drawers, or trowfers, were of violet coloured cloth, his fhoes of orange 
fhagreen or zigri, and his turban red and filver, ftriped. His broad fafh was of various 
colours, as well as that aboveit, and the fheath of his fcymitar of black fhagreen, the 
hilt of bone; probably the tooth of fome fith. - 

His walk was ftately ; his left hand on the guard of his {word, the point of which 
towards the fky, and the concave bend upwards according to the cuftom of the country. 
From caprice he is ufed to wear the wrong fide of his turban before, which except him- 
felf, none is allowed to do. 2 

As foon as we perceived the King at a diftance, we incontinently rofe on our feet, 
but without leaving our places. He advanced towards us with a meafured pace, unfup- 
ported, at the head of thofe who followed him, according to general practice, whether 
on foot or on horfeback. He is of middling ftature, not lean but delicate, well built and 
proportioned, and of dignified port, notwithftanding he be now near nine and forty years 
old. Whether he fpeak, he walk, or fimply look at you, he has conftantly the appear= 
ance of great animation and vivacity; neverthelefs, in {pite of his perpetual reftlefsnefs, 
and his natural capricioufnefs, he conftantly maintains fomewhat of ferious and grave, 
which plainly indicate Majefty. His face is rather handfome than otherwife, but 
his complexion is very dark, either naturally or owing to his frequent expofure to the 
fun, His hands are conftantly dyed of a very dark colour with alcana. His nofe is 
aquiline ; his whifkers, which are long and hang down, as well as his eyebrows, are 
black: he wears no beard. His eyes are lively, fparkling and fmiling, and as well as the 
reft of his countenance expreflive of that greatnefs of mind and genius, in which he 
furpaffes the whole of the Princes of the kingdoni. 

On the King approaching, the Sultan | before mentioned, as being with us who had 
come from the country over which he was appointed governor, onthe frontiers: of 
India and Jagatay, with four or five of the chiefs from thofe parts who accompanied 
him, advanced and kiffed his foot, as is ufual when Sultans or Khans repair to court 
from a diftant country, and when they take their leave. This homage on the part of 
the Sultan was imitated by thofe with him, after which it was repeated by the Sultan 
and the reft, and again a third time, every one each time making a myfterious circle 
round the King. his ceremony being finifhed, the Sultan and thofe who accompanied 
him returned to the divan kané and refumed his place. ‘Phe King entered alfo, and, 
as did the others, left his fhoes on the fteps of the ‘divan kané; not fa much as a 
mark of refpett as for cleanlinefs fake. ‘ 

« Their fhoes have heels to them, and are in confequence much more comfortable and 
pleafant of wear than our flippers without, and not being tied are as eafily difen. 
gaged without {tooping. 

-On the King’s entering the divan kané, my neighbours gave me a hint, upon which 
I left my place accompanied by the Corchi Bathi who was at my left, and retained that 
ftation, putting his hand under my arm as if to fupport me. The King feemg*me ad- 

vance, 
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vance, flood full; on getting near I made him a profound bow according to our cuftom, 
and kneeling on my right knec ftooped, in view of kiffing the hem of his garment, but 
he prefenting me his hand and hindering me, I kiffed it, and touched it with my fore- 
head. On rifing, while returning to my {tation accompanied as before, the Kinz enquired 
if [ {poke their language, and underftanding from thofe with whom I had converfed 
that I did, he turned to me with a fmile, and faid choff ghichli, fafa ghieldi (truly 
welcome, very welcome); after which he afflumed his place at the anterior part of the 
divan kané, on the left hand as you enter, in the fame fpot in which Sarti Kogia was 
before. ‘The King being feated here by himfelf, and Sari Kogia oppofite to him, we 
refumed our former pofition, Almoft all the officers of rank who accompanied him 
flanding about his perfon without the divan kané, with feme of thofe who before the 
arrival of His Majefty were feated with us. 

The King at firft kneeled down and fat upon his heels, which is confidered the moft 
refpeétful and humble pofture, but which foon tires; after which he changed it for that 
manner of fitting peculiar to our tailors. After His Majefty had fet us the example, 
we changed our previous,uncomfortable pofture alfo, and fat with our legs acrols. 
After this he pulled off his turban and remained bare headed, notwithftanding it was 
night and the apartment open. ‘This, I underftood, is his ufual practice, whether alone 
or in converfation. In this, we did not imitate him, it being confidered an incivility to 
fit without a turban, not only when among perfons of higher rank, but even, among 
ftrangers or your equals. Ife afterwards ordered wine to be brought; this the 
Effendiar Bey, who ftood without the divan-kané, preparing in a hurry to prefent to the 
King, fell into a finall refervoir of water at the foot of the fleps leading to the place, 
which excited a hearty laugh at his expence, redoubled when upon his recovering him- 
felf, and again advancing, he broke the glafs decanter which contained the wine againft 
the joifts ot the door. 

The King having drank, two or three pages ftanding in the room ferved us each 
according to rank, one after the other as before; the cups from which we drank bein: 
of gold, and that of the King of glafs. On the cup being prefented to me, the King 
noticing I did not take it with the fame eagernefs as the reft, obferved, “ perhaps he 
docs not drink wine.” I anfwered, “ that I was little accuftomed to do fo, but felt ita 
duty fince I underftood it to be His Majefty’s pleafure that I fhould, and that in mere 
momentous matters I was defirous of fhewing him my readinefs to fubmit to His Ma. 
jefty’s will’ Ithereupon emptied my cup, which was very fmall, for the fecond time 
that day; the winc, however, notwithftanding it was pure, was ncither very {trong nor 
very good, 

Tn the mean time, a number of people came with the prefents made by the Sultan on 
occafion of his vifit to court. ‘This cuftom appears of very great antiquity, the King 
of the Medes according to Philoftrates never being vifited even in the time of Apollo. 
nius without receiving prefents, 

This cuftom ts general throughout the Eaft among all ranks. Equals for what they 
give receive an equivalent; where the value tendered for that received be greater, it is 
confidered an acknowlegement of fuperiority, where lefs, an affumption of the fame on 
the-reverfe. Vaflals make prefents to their lords, who give back little in return. When 
Princes of fimilar power and equal authority make them, the quality and nature of 
what is tendered is preconcerted on each fide. The Sovereign who receives them from 
an inferior Prince gives little or nothing in retura. Thus the Turks, wont to receive 
from the King of Perfia, render but a trifle; and the prefent war, as I conceive, 

; originates 
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originates from the Shah difliking to give without an equivalent ; and notwith{tanding 
the expence of the war infinitely furpafs the value of the annual boon, peace is pre- 
vented by the pertinacity of the King in refufing the annual donation. 

After the prefents had paffed in review, to which His Majefty paid little attention, 
unlefs indeed to fome falcons, arrows, and inftruments of war, he employed the re-- 
mainder of the day in the expediting of various affairs, giving different commiffions and 
writing feveral letters ; he alfo liftened to the reading of feveral by the agamir in fo loud - 
a tone of voice that we diftin@tly heard every fyllable; among thefe was one from my 
former mehimandar Tochta Bey, now Governor of Hifpahan, informing of the arrival 
of an ambaflador expected from. Spain. 

His Majefty enquired of the courier, as is his general cuftom, refpeéting the ambaf- 
fador, and where he was lodged ; of me alfo, if he were the man of rank defignated : 
on which point I fatisfied him, informing him, that although he was perfonally unknown 
tome, I knew his family to be one of the moft noble in Spain ; and in anfwer to his quef- 
tion, whether a Caftilian or Portuguefe, acquainted him that notwithftanding he ‘had 
poffeifions in both countries, he was a true Spaniard. 

In this manner the King difpatched his various affairs, cohverfing firft with one, then 
with another, the wine pafling round all the while ; I availed myfelf, however, of his 
‘being fo clofely engaged to pafs my turn. At length lights were brought in; thefe were 
large iron pots into which rags and greafe were put, at the end of fticks, and which 
when kindled give much more light than our torches. Thefe are peculiar to perfons 
of high rank ; four of them were placed without the divan kané in the open air, and 
wherever three or four are vifible it is an infallible fign that either the King is on the 
fpot or his haram. Within the divan kané, a row of wax candles were difpofed in 
gold and filver flicks, and a lamp of greafe, fuch as I have before defcribed. 

Immediately after a collation was ferved, confifting only of provocatives to drinking, 
as without wine in this country there is no converfation. Thefe, at the fame time, very 
much prevent the wine from affecting, as by my own experience Tam well enabled te 
afcertain. ‘The entertainment continued thus till paft one o’clock in the morning, the 
King all the time condu@ting himfelf with great familiarity, yet conftantly prefervin 
his dignity. After fome time, the King called Delli Muhammed Khan, the jefter, to 
come and divert him, condefcending fo far as to tell him, that if too idle to move, he 
would himfelf come to him. The guefts upon this perceiving the Shah difpofed to 
unbend, (as fuch perhaps is the cuftom,) withdrew one after the other, without any 
ceremony whatfoever, and making as little noife as poflible. 

For my part, a novice in thefe matters, I waited fome time, expecting they might 
return, as 1 noticed that all were free to go out and come back; I remained fome time; 
at length, fearful of being the only one left at table, I withdrew, and as I waited fome 
time on the fteps for my flippers, the agamir on one fide, and the Governor of 
Mazanderan on the other, came to acquaint me that that the King enquired for and 
wifhed to fee me. 

I returned immediately on this intimation, and having entered the divan kané, 
knelt down in order to fit oppofite to the King near Delli Muhammed Khan, but foon 
‘as the King perceived me, he told me he wifhed to confer with me, and made a fign 
for me to be feated on his right, with which I complied. Notwithftanding we, were na 
more in the faloon than the King, Delli Khan, and myfelf, the muficians flill continued 
to play in the fame manner as before defcribed, fo as not to hinder converfation. 

When feated, the King made maxy enquiries of me refpetting myfelf, my profeffion, 
my family, and objeét in travelling; of the countries through which I paffed ; of Europe; 

VOL. Xs K : its 
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its politics ; its religions ; the power and views of Spain, refpeCting its ambalfador ¢ and 
many other fubje€ts, reafoning upon my replies on tHe latter, and fhewing himfelf in 
his converfation perfectly well informed of the religions, cuftoms, and interefts of’ 

urope, a very.widely-informed man, and a confummate politician. He detailed to me 
in return the caufe of his wars with Gourgiftan, as Georgia is called here; told me'of 
Trimuraz, who had excited the Turks to war with him, having fought for affiftance 
from the Tatars, but “ what can they do with their arrows, which go ter, ter,’” faid he, 
* Jet them come, let them come, I fhall fpeak and do,” putting his hand ‘to his fword 
and affuming a menacing afpect; when recollecting himfelf, and apprehenfive of too 
much prefumption, he turned his eyes towards heaven and rebuked himfelf, exclaiming, 
t0ba, tba, expreflions of regret and refignation to God ; then turning the converfation 
to tadtics, he fhewed himfelf well acquainted with war, its inftruments, the fitteft for 
cavalry and infantry, and the various manceuvres in battle. « 

The leffons which he gave to the attendants about him on thefe fubjeéts were liftened 

. fo with minute attention and much approbation; for my part I obferved, that it was 
only for mafters to give fugh leffons, and that he was certainly qualified to teach from 
fo much experience, and fuch great fuccefs as he had ever had. The King 
{miled.at the compliment, modeftly obferving that what he had ever done was 
but of little value. aa 

. You muft not, however, imagine that our difcourfe (which, as it embraced fo-many 
Tubjects, was confequently of long duration) paffed without frequent reference to the 
cup ; a practice common with the King, lefs with him for its being the cuftom of the . 
country than to allow his penetrating mind to work jnto the receffes of the hearts of: 
thofe with whom he converfes, and with courtefy and the affiftance of Bacchus to dratw_ 
from them their moft fecret thoughts. : 

After continuing thus converfing, and drinking fometime to a great excefs, yet with- 
out ill confequences to myfelf, Delli Khan, upon the cup paffing with greater brifknefs, 
knowing it to be the fignal for departure, withdrew fo filently that I faw his place empty 
before I noticed his retreat. Yet, feeing the King did not rife, I thought it improper 
to do fobefore him. At length he made a fign, obferving longer fitting was fuperflu- 
ous, and putting on his turban leaned againft a pillar of the divan kané, where he was 

_furrounded by the muficians, who continued to play very gently. Hereupon the Vizier 
of Mazanderan, who was on his feet as well as the other officers, beckoned me to 
retire, which 1 did without faying a word, making a flight bow as I paffed the King, 
which was difpenfed with by the courtiers. The vizier affigned me fome of his people 
to fee me home, remaining with the King, who is wont to continue in this pofture, a prey 
4o an habitual melancholy, liftening to the mufic : fometimes when he thinks of it, 
retiring to the haram. 

On Saturday the sth of May the King left Efcref for Feyhabad, yet not by the direét 
road, in order that he might enjoy the diverfion of hunting, as he is wont; his ladies 
accompanying him on horfeback, and they alone, in ofder that his horfes, with the bag- 
gage and his train, might travel on at leifure ; as when the King removes, all his people 
go at the fame time. For my part, I did trot leave Efcref that day, the-King having 
dire€ted that the apartments and gardens of the palace, when all fhould have departed, 
fhould be fhewn me; and for that purpofe, I was waited on the fame evening by the 
Vizier of .Mazanderan. 

We entered by the great and principal gate of the palace, which opens on a long and 
beautiful avenue of great breadth, ornamented at prefent only by fimple hedges and 
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* ae 
out to me other fpots on which it was intended to ere& caravanferai, fquares, baths, and 
other buildings, for the habitation of the people which the King was céntinually 
fending thither. aan : / cod oe 

Beyond the gate, which none are allowed to pafs on horfeback, is a very handfome 
meadow of great extent, where thofe amufe themfelves who go to pay their coiirt or 
with to fee the King ; for, unlike with us, the Shah never gives audience in the apart- 
ments of his palace, but in the open air; either, if on foot, in the courts, or'on horfe 
back, in the public fquares. On the left as you enter the meadow is a beautiful hill, 
raifed partly by nature and in part by art, at the foot of which a bath is built for the 
Service of the town, the revenue from which belongs to the King. . On the fummit of 
the hill a private garden has been laid out for the ladies, inclofed by ftrong walls 
flanked with towers, 

1 was introduced into this garden, which is even of great capacity, abounding in 
odoriferous plants and various fruits, butparticularly oranges and lemons. Vegetation 
of all kinds, from the warmth and moifture of the climate, and the abundance of4water 
which falls from the neighbouring mountains, fucceeding admirably. I did not, tiows 
ever, notice any efpaliers, fountains, or fimilar ornaments to tktofe with which our gardens 
are replete. 

‘The water runs in the middle of the alleys, which are paved with ftone, in little ftraight 
canals, and not on each fide the walks as with us. In the middle of the garden, at the 
union of the four principal alleys which crofs each other, an oétagonal houfe is built, of 
feveral ftories. The apartments in it are handfomely painted and gilt, but very fmall, 
and conftruéted only for fleeping rooms, or to reftin. This building is deftined ex- 
clufively for the women, and none are fuffered to enter it except the King. ; 

Upon quitting the ladies’ garden we went to vifit that of the King, fituated oppofit 

to the hill beyond the meadow on the left at entering. One enters through a final . 
garden, and by an avenue which leads to the great garden, in the middle of which is 
the divan kané, in which the King gave me audience. On entering, a great gate 
prefents itfelf, on which is a fountain which throws its water as high as the roof of this 
building, whence it is conducted into different apartments and balconies, and fupplies 
feveral {mall jets d’eau which {pring from their floors. * 
_ This houfe, as well as the other, is very {mall, and the number of apartments on the 
various ftories are almoft infinite. They’ are confequently very narrow rooms, 
although. well painted and gilt, and ornamented with exquifite miniatures of great 
coft, On every fide are numerous balconies, with Venetian fhutters and large 
curtains. 

Of the apartments, one was contrived to have a beautiful effet; on each of its four 
fides were two large looking-glaffes in the form of windows, one on one fide and one on 
the other of the four doors or windows, which, on every fide refleGting, gave the ap- 
pearance of fo many rooms‘fimilar to that in which they were. The floors of feveral 
of the molt private rooms were fgewed with mattrafles of rich brocade, for convenience 
on being feated, or for fleeping on, and fuch as had not their mattrafles were covered 
with carpets of ‘great value. The paintings throughout the palace, although the colours 
be beautiful, were very badly executed ; the painters here being no Titians. 

At length, after fhewing me every thing that there was to befeen; the vizier that 
fame’evening fet out on horfeback to join the King ; for my part, not caring to travel by 
night, I deferred my departure till the next morning, and arrived at Ferhabad by a 
different road to that I left it, in fuch good time as to be able to difpatch a letter for 
Teale hy an American couner denartine for Hifnahan. * 
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On the road returning J dined in a village where I ftopped to reft, a number of which 
I paffed through on my way, noticing every where in the fields bala-kané elevated on 
pofts, the afcent to which in lieu of ftairs (to prevent intrufion of animals, as they are 
in the open country) is by a floping poft with Knotches on each fide of it. Thefe 
bala;kané are not inclofed by any thing but a flender matting, which can be let down 
or raifed at pleafure, fo as to admit the air and exclude the fun or rain. In one of 
thefe I dined off feveral difhes brought by fome of the village, and after fleeping a 
fhort time I mounted my horfe, and croffing the Chinon in another part arrived at 
Ferhabad. 

Lobferved, during my ftay afterwards at Ferhabad, no more than two things; the one 
the folemn and general alinfgiving, which is continual at the gate of the King, to the 
Sophi, who call themfelves religious perfons of the Perfian fet; and the other, the 
circumftance of the King difpofing of thirty women from his haram, to whom he gave 
each a hufband, as he is accuftomed frequently todo. The manner of his difmifling 
his wives is as follows. - 

He gives each of them a camel for to enable her to perform the journey fhe has to 
make; a kiechéve, that is to fay, a covered litter, fuch as is ufed in this county to ride 
in more conveniently on the camel’s ribs on one fide, and in the other to put a 
coffer filled with her things, that is to fay, a filk bed or rather mattrafs, a pillow and 
coverlid, dreffes and linen, her gold, her jewels, and every thing belonging to her; 
as all of them, according to their rank and birth, poffefs either lels or more property. 
‘When fhe who leaves the haram happens to have been in any efteem, her equipage and 
cloaths, without which none are difmiffed, are worth from one thoufand to two thou- 
fand fequins, which in the Eaft, where a woman brings nothing to her hufband, is in 
- eourfe a handfome portion. 

Thus having detailed the whole of what I have noticed, here Iam now preparing for 
a new journey, the King being on the point of departure with the army for Calvin, 
whence he means to advance dire€tly to the Turkifh frontiers, and wherefoever the 
chance of war and the good of the kingdom may call. 

Hitherto I have written from Ferhabad, and counted upon fending my letter thence, 
brought down to the firft or fecond week in May, but was prevented for want of a 
trufty meffenger, and the fudden departure of His Majefty, immediately followed by 
mine; and as I have an opportunity of fending it by an Auguftin lately arrived from 
India, and proceeding direct to Rome, I fhall add, if the time will permit, an account of 
all that has occurred up to the prefent date. i 

The King, receiving fome particular news from Turkey, left Ferhabad in hafte for 
Cafvin, on the 11th of May. Soon as the King leaves any place the foldiers about his 
perfon decamp immediately and follow him wherever he goes, without knowing whither 
nor even the time of his departure an hour before it takes place. This, however, is no 
ways inconvenient to the army, as from fuch things being cuftomary all are conftantly 
prepared. The King, however, bent his courfe out $f the dire& way, rather towards 
the province of Ghilan, in order to take the diverfion of hunting, the guards, who 
were ignorant of this, making direct for Cafvin on the fame road as to Hifpahan from 
Ferhabad, as faz as Firuz-cuh. 

I was not made acquainted with the hunting party in Ghilan, or, as you may well 
imagine, I fhould not have been abfent whatever the inconvenience to myfelf; but as 
the Vizier of Mazanderan informed me, that if I accompanied the King I fhould not 
have an opportunity the more for converfing with him, as he would be conftantly with 
the ladies, but fhould likewife have to undergo vat fatigue. I followed his recommeh- 
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dation, and fet of with the army direét for Cafyin, on the evening of the 13th of May, 

travelling conftantly by night in order to avoid the heat, which already, when the fun 

was up, was fcarcely tolerable, and repofing in cool fhades during the day. In this- 

manner we reached Firuz-cuh in four or five days, the roads being dry and in 
ood order. 

Our firft halt was in the city of Sart, at the houfe of the hofts who had treated us 
fo civilly before, and who expected us at the door on hearing the army was pafling. 
After pafling through the foreft, which had been our refting-place, and ‘Vatara Petk, we 
ftopped at a wretched ftage called Shirgah. Our third day’s journey was only of four 
leagues, on account of the mountains, and leaving behind us Girét, the town inhabited 
by the ladies who treated us with fuch kindnefs, we proceeded to Mioni Kielle, where 
we lodged before. Our fourth halt was in the neighbourhood of the ruined caftles at 
the commencement of Mazanderan; the ruined caftle but a fhort diftance from the 
highway is called Abund. Our march’of this day was no more than four leagues, 
on account of the flow pace of the camels, and the place of our encampment for the 
night was a delightful valley at the foot or rather on the flope of the mountain. “‘Be- 
yond the valley on a fmall mountain we difcerned a number of black tents belonging to 
‘Arabs of the province of Mazanderan, who in the winter repair to the towns and vil- 
lages, but live in tents in fummer, and tend their flocks on the mountains. 

“as foon as our tents were pitched fome veryaffable and obliging women repaired to them 
and prefented Madame Maani with milk and other things to eat, and after regaling them in 
turn, and keeping them to dine with us, Madame Maani was curious of feeing the ftruc- 
ture of their tents, and accompanied them back. I was alfo of the party, and at the 
bottom of the valley, near a rivulet, I difcovered a quantity of wormwood, and feveral 
other odoriferous plants unknown to me. On our entering one of the tents, which 
although of coarfe quality, was abundantly ftored with ail kinds of neceflaries and fur- 
niture, even to carpets, and which belonged to the perfon who conduéted us ;'thofe 
from all the other tents, particularly the women, flocked to fee us. We had no fooner 
got within the tent than we were again preffed to eat, which to have refufed would have 
been uncivil. Among the articles prefented us by the women, and which pleafed me 
greatly, was fome milk cheefe of a particular kind that had been twice churned, and had 
been broken in pieces with a fpoon ina {weet liquor called dufhiab, very commonly used 
by the orientalifts in their ragouts; befides this, efteemed a great delicacy, we were 
ferved with various dithes of meat, and mufcovado fugar as it came from the cane, in 
the company of nearly twenty matrons and maids, who by their beauty.as much as by 
their polite manners, converfation, and paftoral life, reminded me of the Arcadian 
fhepherdefles as defcribed by the poets. Certainly, in grace and courtefy, they could 
not have excelled thefe of Mazanderan. . 

Making them firft prefents of fearfs, veils, and other trifles, we took our leave, and 
after loading the camels proceeded on our journey, travelling through all the night, and 
arrived an hour before day-rife ae Firuz-cuh, four leagues from the frontiers of Mazan- 
deran, where we refted for the fifth ime. 

The King was not yet arrived at Firuz-cuh, nor was it known even when he would 
arrive ; learning, however, that the hunt would take place in a valley between certain 
mountains, about two leagues diftant from Firnz-cuh, out.of the high-road, T-went 
mid-way thither on Sunday the 20th of May, where, in a plain of great convenience, on - 
account of the plenty of water and forage, I encamped on the banks of a river, near a 
fall hamlet of three or four houfes, called Nemevan, and as, in all likelihood, I fhould have 

to 


70 PIETRO DELLE VALLE’S TRAVELS IN PERSIA, 


to remain there fome days, for the firft time I pitched the whole of my tents, forme - 
ing a court, a parlour, a bed-chamber,’ and anti-chamber, a gallery, and other necef- 
fary places. ; 

On the 22d I refolved on taking a view of the fpot where the hunt was to take place, 
and the fame time pay a vifit to Effendiar Bey, who had arrived to make preparations 
as well as Muhammed Saleh Bey. The way from my tent to the fpot was by a very 
narrow paflage in a mountain, through which a large rivulet flowed amid the protuberant 
and rugged rocks with great impetuofity, making a great noife in its fall. This is the 
fame rivulet which flowed by our abode, and in pafling through the mountain we were 
obliged to march in its bed for the length of a mufket fhot. The paflage, however 
difficult it appeared, was eafy, fo much fo as to be praéticable for people on foot ; when, 
however, the waters are fwollen not even horfes can pafs it. Beyond this cleft 
we came to a moft beautiful valley, about two miles in circumference, intirely enclofed 
by mountains. 

The King, intending this {pot for the fcene of the hunt, had difpatched feveral thou- 
fand men from the borders of Mazanderan to drive the various wild beafts in the 
valleys and mountains round about to this fpot. Ina certain part of the valley, grown 
over with trees, he had caufed a hedge to be made of branches as ftrong as a wall, all 
acrefs the valley, and as high as a man on horfeback, to prevent the animals efcaping 
from the fcene of battle, and in order to hinder their gettmg out by thefe acclivities of 
the mountains, large nets made of ftrong cord were extended round the whole, as high 
again as the hedge defcribed, fo that the moft nimble animals could not overlezp 
them. The number of nets fent for this purpofe from Ferhabad loaded three 
hundred camels. 

It is ufual for the King to take his ftation_in middle of the valley,’ and kill as much 
game as he pleafes, either with his fowling-piece or {word ; it is alfo cuftomary to take 
fome alive, to the ears of which little plates of gold are faftened,-with the hunter’s name 
infcribed ; and fome have been caught with thefe appendages, having the infcription of 
King Tahamafp, Ifmael Sofi, and many other very ancient monarchs. 

And, in order that the ladies may fhare in the diverfion, a long gallery is built for 
them without the netting, clofed with Venetian blinds, whence they fire at fuch of the 
animals as come within fhot, and fhew great fkill with the gun. When, however, there 
are no men in the valley, fo many Cynthias, they defcend into the midft and kill them 
with arrows or the fword. 

Effendiar Bey, who had the direétion of all thefe matters, took pleafure in fhewing 
and defcribing them to me. The gallery he had planned {o well that it too® but two 
days in completing, notwithftanding which the workmanthip of it was extremely nice. 
‘The King being now at hand with his haram, the Effendiar Bey, the brother of the vizier, 
and all the others who had come hither to hunt, and had, as well as thefe noblemen, 
fpread themfelves over the valley, retired to The extremity of the vale, clofe to the 
paflage through the rivulet, leaving the reft of the meadow clear, it being thought inde. 
corous to remain where the King’s wives may appear. / 

And now, as opportunity occurs, I fhall defcribe the mode of travelling adopted for 
the haram. The King’s wives, that they may not be feen, always travel by night, and 
when they travel without the King it is always in a fort of panniers on camels, in one of . 
which they ride themfelves on the camel’s fide, while on the other is a cheft which ferves 
asa counterpoife. Thefe panniers, however, are conftantly covered, and clofe like thofe 
of all other women; and when the panniers are faftened on, the muletcers after empty- 
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ing them leave every thing elfe to the eunuchs, who caufe.the ladies to get.in them at- 
a diftance from the muleteers. 

This method is new, the muleteérs formerly helping the ladies into the’ panniets. 
The caufe of the difcontinuance was owing to the following circumftance. The King 
travelling one night on horfeback by himfelf with the army, incognito, as is ufual with: 
him, perceived the loatling of one of the camels had flipped down on one fide, where- 
upon calling the muleteer to fet it to rights, and he not appearing, the King to eafe the 
cainel himfelf put his fhoulder to the pannier, but finding it rather heavier than it fhould 
be, and feeking the caufe, he difcovered the muleteer comfortably repofed in the lady’s 
arms, without any regard to the majefty of him he offended, or care for how the camel 
went. ‘The King, upon this, immediately ordered the heads of the lady and her gallant 
to be fevered, and fince then eunnchs have been fubftituted for muleteers, in. helping 
the ladies into their panniers. When, however, the King travels with them they-con- 
ftantly ride on horfeback, with their veils raifed. The King, who is then attended by : 
eunuchsalone, rides in the midft, joking with them, and occafionally hunts. Whether, 
however, they travel by themfelves or with the King, they are conftantly thus’ pre- 
ceded. : 

Four eunuchs ride at leaft a league before them to clear the road and oblige all to 
retire, the punifhment of death being awarded for merely looking on the King’s wives 5 
and if they fhould in the day-time have oceafion to pafs through fome town or village, 
the inhabitants are ordered to quit it or fhut themfelves up till they have paffed. After- 
wards follow a body of thefe, who clear the way, and drive, wound, or even kill fuch 
as remain ; then the haram, with the eunuchs, if by itfelf, in panniers on camels, or as 
before noticed, if accompanied by the King, on horfeback ; a troop of foldiers follow, 

“ glled Jafachi, or the King’s guards, wearing the tag and an arrow, the point fixed in 
the turban, and the feathers pointing upward. 

To return, however, to the hunt. His Majefty underftanding I withed to be prefent, 
ftated he would acquaint me when it began; but, contrary to expectation, the quantity 
of game was fo trifling, not exceeding fifty pieces, that he did not think it worthy my 
attention; he, however, ordered an antelope to be brought me. Thus, I was neither 
a party at the hunt in Ghilan nor here; in the one place owing to ignorance, where- 
the fport was excellent, and in the other, with knowlege of it, for want of game. 

The fame evening we loaded our camels a little before night, and marched with the 
camp which followed the King. From Ferhabad the road runs conftantly fouth ; from: 
Firuz-cyh to Cafvin it has a weftern dire€tion. Firuz-cuh is a frontier town 3 on one 
fide of it lays Irak, on the other Mazanderan, and by the road we took to Cafvin, bor- 
dering Media, if I miftake not. This night we forded two rivers, the names of which 
I did not learn, one on this fide of the mountains, the other between them in a deep: 
valléy. We traverfed a fucceflion ofgery high mountains, very difficult to defcend om 
account of their fteepnefs, and the roads fhocking. The whole of thefe mountains, 
which form: the frontiers of Media, the country where grows the atnomum, were: 
covered with a certain plant then in bloom. Its {tem was loaded thick with flowers of 

‘a yellow colour, forming a pyramid, {mall leaves, and in addition long filaments.. 
‘When the plant feeds, which in fome fpecimens it did at this time, each flower is fup- 
planted by an oval pod full of grain, which, as well as the flower, is of a yellow colour. 
The green leaf of the ftem refembles that of the-violet. ; 

After feven leagues march, pafling over mountains in the way, we refted for the firft 
time at the entrance of certain extenfive plains, bordered by mountains, by the fide of a 

: clear 
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clear rivulet, in a meadow producing excellent grafs. The fecond night I left Madame 
Maani and the luggage behind, and haftened forward, defirous of joining the King, 
-that I might not be chargeable with negligence. 
Travelled, therefore, with great expedition, paffing through feveral villages and 
‘towns, one of which, of fome fize, called Ghilas or Ghilar, where I refted for three 
hours, after having croffed a river which runs below the town over a bridge of ftone. 
At dawn, I fet forward again, and journied on foot three or four hours, when I forded 
another river called Giageron, both deep and rapid; the bridge over which was in 
ruins, After riding thus ten or twelve leagues, a little paft noon I arrived fomewhat 
fatigued at the city of Taheran, at a league from which, near a mofque, in high vene- 
ration among the Mahometans, the King was encamped with the greateft part of his 
troops, the remainder being behind with the baggage. 

Taheran is a large city, more fpacious than Cafhan, but not well peopled, nor con- 
taining many houfes, the gardens being extremely large, and producing abundance of 
fruit of vartous defcriptions, of fuch excellent quality, that it is fought for by all the 
circumjacent country. The Khan ordinarily refides here, on which account the other 
cities yield it the palm as capital of the province, which alfo is called by the name of 
the city Taheran, and extends along the road from Tiruz-cuh, as far as the mountains 
we traverfed the firft night. All the ftrects in the town are watered by a number of 
confiderable ftreamlets, which ferpentining in the gardens, contribute not a little to 
their fertility. The ftrects moreover are fhaded by beautiful lofty plane-trees, called in 
Perfia chinar ; fome of them are fo extremely thick, that it would take from two to 
three men to clafp them round. Excepting thefe, Taheran poflefles nothing, not even a fin- 
glebuilding, worthy of notice. The King fetting off on Thurfday, wefollowed his example. 

We travelled all the night, preceded by the King and his whole train of camels, and 
by day-break, after fix leagues, arrived at a confiderable town called Kieré, which 
likewife gives name to a river, over which isa handfome ftone bridge. Here I took up 
my abode for the day in a handfome new apartment, open on the fides, built on the 
river by order of the King, a little higher than the furface of the water, between two 
large arches, The water ftreaming below over a rugged bed with fome violence, 
compofed me fo perfedtly to fleep with its noife, that the King, who was defirous of 
reaching Cafvin, and refting himfelf an inftant a little behind us, had mounted anew, 
and rode over my head, attended by feveral cavaliers, without awakening me. 

The fucceeding night, inftead of taking the regular road, on which there is a number 
of towns and villages, to fhorten the way, the army took acrofs an alinoft barren plain ; 
after travelling fix leagues over which, we refted on Saturday morning at a milerable 
village called Hauz-abad, whence on Saturday night we departed, and arrived on Sun- 
day morning, the roth of June, at Cafvin. 

‘Lhe inhabitants of Cafvin are not friendly tgythe foldiery, and purpofely to prevent 
their fele@ting their-houfes for their abode, build them with miferable entries, inconve- 
nient, and dark. ‘We-chofe one, however, and were about to take up our abode in it 5 
but as we thould have to diflodge feveral women, as well as the men, who had no 
refuge, we chofe rather to leave it, and pitch our tents without the town, near a clear 
running ftream called Sheich Ahmed, from the father of my former mehimandar 
at Ferhabad, who, while governor of this part, had turned its courfe this way to fupply 
the city. 

Cafvin, called properly by the Italians Cafbin, and in the epitome of Ferrari, Arfacia, 
is a large city, the capital of great part of Media, and formerly was the feat of empire 

of 
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of the Perfians, till Shah Abbas took an averfion to it. It is not enclofed with walls 
like other of the great cities of the empire,. but is extremely populous, “and a place of 
great trade, being a thoroughfare to fo many different provinces. ‘he houfes are not 
well conftructed, are very ugly within, and moftly in a ftate of decay, the diftance and 
abfence of the court having taken fo many of its wealthy inhabitants away. The 
ftrects are not paved, but {mail, nafty, and fo full of light duff, that there is no walking 
in them without being blinded. Its bazars are very ill built, although in them every 
defcripticti of merchandize and provifiens is on fale. In fhort, this city has nothing in 
it'to fatisty the expectations I had formed of a place, which, for fo long a time, had been 
aroyal refidence. > ~ = 

‘There is in the whole place but two things worthy of obfervation ; one, the gate of 
the King, or the royal palace; the other, the grand meidan or fquare. ; 

The King’s gate is neither painfed-nor gilt, like that of Hifpahan:; ‘it is; héwever, 
very large, and of more majeltic appearance. It is built in a fpadious: bit? ineven 
efplanade. ‘The veftibule is very: handfome and lofty, beyond’ which is a large court; 
planted with very high and lofty palms, under the fhade of which is a pleafant walk, 
where thofe refort who with to {peak to or pay their court to the King. tae 

The grand meidan or {quare is ata fhort diftance from the palace, in a quartor of 
the town between that and the bazar. It is not indeed fo handfome nor ‘fo latge . 
as that of Hifpahan, but falls little fhort of it. Like that it is three times as Tong as 
broad, for the purpofe of its being adapted the better to a game playéd hete on 
horfeback, for which two limits are conftructed at one end of the {quare, and as many’ 
on the oppofite. The porticoes round the fquare are ill built and old fafhioned ; but 
in the middle, on both one and the other fide, two {mall palaces are ‘raifed, adorned 
with balconies ; one of them, intended for the ladies, with Venetian blinds, and both of 
them with handfome gardens attached to them. : . ae 

The King appears almoft every evening on the meidan, where in confequence the 
nobility refort to make their bows and pay their court, being more fecure of meeting 
with His Majefty here than at his levér. On his firft appearance, thofe he pajffes 
incline the head without bending the body, which reverence it is unneceffary to repeat, 
the Shah being carelefs of homage. All the time of the King remaining, pages attend 
to ferve the King’s guefts and certain of the chief officers with wine, muficians playing 
the while on feveral kinds of martial inflruments, after the Turkifh, the Perfian, and 
Ufbeck fathions ; the Turkifh-and Ufbeck bands being merely ufed as trophies of the 
victories in which he captured them. ; 

The game of pell-mell played on horfeback, is fomewhat, like football with us. 
Two parties are formed of equal number, never exceeding five or fix, who, with a 
light ftick, unarmed with iron or lead, ftrike the ball forward, which is repelled, the 
party winning which firft ftrikes it to she oppofite limits. ‘This is an exercife which 
requires great dexterity, as well in the horfe as the rider, and is'a favourite diverfion 
of which even the ladies condefcend to be fpectators, but in fimple dreffes with their 
yeils down. ; : 

As before noticed, the courtiers on leaving His Majefty on the meidan make. ufe of 
no ceremony, but go and come as they pleafe; nor when he. departs is it requifite to 
accompany him to the palace. : 

Tam now going to fight the Turks, — believe me conftantly your friend, and re- 
ised me in your prayers to the God of Battles, that we may be covered with 

uccefs. 
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LETTER V. 


; : Hifpaban, 22d April, and 8t May, 1619. 

IT was the 11th June laft year, when.we arrived at Cafvin. On the next: morning - 
the King gave a public audience in the interior portal of his palace, at which'T was-pre- 
fent. ‘ The King perceiving-me, asa mark of courtefy fent his mehimandar to learn if 
any bufinefs or private matter brought me to the levér; I anfwered him that my duty 
alone brought me thither to pay my refpe&ts. Among many matters promulged by - 
the King, in a loud tone of voice, was his injun@ion to the public. crier, that notice 
fhould immediately.be given in every quarter-of the-city, that all foldiers thould repair - 
without delay to Sultania, about three on journey from Cafvin, on the road to Tebriz 
or Tauris, thence to. proceed wherever the good of the ftate might require. 

This order was inflantly executed by means of notices ftuck up-in every part of the 
city, as well as by a number of criers through,all the ftreets, and on the fame day, or- 
nearly, by His Majefty’s previous management, in almoft every city of ‘the kingdom, 
by which the people were fatisfied there would be a war that year, of which before they 
were dubious. The Corchi-bafhi, the King’s fon-in-law,, was likewife directed to:repair 
to Sultanla, to attend to the diftribution of and providing for the troops as they fhould- 
arrive. : 

In the evening after the proclamation, in order to pleafe the people, the Shah treated: - 
them with another game, in ufe among them, for the mob on foot. A wolf was 
turned into the midit of the fquare, which the common people, holding theix cloaks 
before them, by making a noife and worrying, irritate till he rufhes:upon fome one or 
other ; here, however, they allow the wolf-no time to injure, but dragging him-off 
induce to purfue fome other, who avoids him, or if caught, receives no hurt, from the 
number ready to affift. In the game itfelf there is no amufement; the principal plea.: 
fure atifes on being prefent at fuch an exhibition from the joyous exelamations, and the - 
exultations of fo. many hundred voices in concert. The games of pell-mell and the 
wolf, are the only public entertainments they have, and thefe are fo frequent, that they - 
were piven every night on which there was no audience, or which was not a day for: 
receiving prefents. A 

Onthe:12th June, I flept for the firft time.in'a houfe appointed me near: the royal: : 
palace, as owing to the confufion corfequent upon the army arriving, I, as well as 
others, had hitherto flept under my tents. The King, upon leaving the meidan, or- 
dered the kizilbathi to appear the next day with their tags, which they do not always 
wear, on account of their being heavier than the common turbans, Thofe only of his’ 
officers immediately in attendance on him wearing them conftantly. 

From this ordannance we conjectured, that fomething of confequence was to happen’ 
on the fucceeding..day in the fquare, whither we. repaired earlier than ufual. Phe’ 
audience to be given to the Turkith ambaflador was the occafion of the extraonditiary’ 
affembly which followed. This ambaffador was fent to treat of peace, not on the pait of 
the Grand Signor, but of his Serdar, or. Lieutenant-General Hali:Batha, who'wintered’ 
vie city.of Amid, the principal of the provirtce of Diarbeckir, as.they oall it, but we: 

"This ambaffador had repaired to Cafvin feveral days before the arrival-of the King; 
but bad not yet had an audience, fo that he was admitted thereto on. that day for the: 
fir time. ‘The King did not choofe to receive. him in thé palaed, nor elfewhebe trith : 
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-his ambaffador had met with from Sultan Ahmed, who reigned at the time of his being 
‘fent, and who would not fee him to the day of his death, keeping him as a fort of pri- 
‘foner, and this notwithftanding the oppofite conduct of Mutftafa, who fucceeded him, 
-and admitted him to his prefence, behaving with great civility to him, and who being 
‘defirous of peace, had fent him to his ferdar at Amid; or becaufe the Shah withed to 
make a parade before the ambaffador, and was really intent on war. 

Whatever might be the caufe, the King arriving in the meidan, atténded by a multi- 
tude on horfeback, we all affumed. our proper ftations, and the King, with two or three 
of his council, retired to the bottom of the fquare down one of its fides, riding gently 
along, and converfing ashe rode. In thé meantime, the mehimandar introduced the 
Turkifh ambaffador on horfeback, with. fome of his people, at the oppofite extremity: 
He did not, however, conduét him immediately to the King, but to the middle of the 
{quare, near a butt, at which the people are wont to fhoot as a mark with arrows, and 
left him there in converfation, to wait for the King; this’ beirig the fpot he. moft 
frequently repairs to, and on the fides.the moft honourable about the court and his“ 
guelts are ftationed, and form a circle about the King as near him as poffible. Tha 
King, however, pafled purpofely another way, feigning at firft not to notice the am bat: 
fador ; at length he rode towards him. ‘The ambaffador then, after falutation, “bit 
without leaving his horfe, as fuch is not cuftomary, no one difmounting except; which. 
is very rare, when the Shah tenders histhand-or foot to’ be kiffed, prefented:a fetter 
from the ferdar. The King, however, who is a profound politician, aware -of ‘its 
contents, and that it proffered conditions of peace he fhould be unwilling fo accept, 
told the ambaffador, that “* He did not with to hear any thing more, nor to fee ‘any 
further letters, but that. all might be finally concluded ‘in a-few words, ifthe Turks 
were fatisfied with keeping what belonged to theni, and ceafed to difpute the poffeffion 
of what belonged to the Perfians. If fuch were the difpofition of the Porte, as was 
reafonable and juft it fhould be, he was willing to conclude a peace; but if otherwife, 
further debate would be entirely ufelefs.”” : 

He added, “ That the Turks had had fufficient proofs of the value of the enmity of 
the Perfians to.make peace defirable, and incline them to liften to juft and reafonable 
terms; that none defired: peace more than himfelf, but that if forced to war by their 
“arrogance and iniquitable pretenfions, the blood of the myriads of innocent ple which 
‘would in confequence be fhed muft be upon their heads, and that in fuch cafe he 
would place himfelf at the head of his troops. That the Turks might place their 
truft in the abundance of their wealth and the number of their foldiers, but that on his 
fide, he had for him, his God, Mahomet, and Ali the tripod.” He again. repeated, 
‘ = peace might be concluded, the Turks keeping what they had, andthe Perftans 
the fame.” : 

The ambaffador replied in fo low a tone of voice, that I could not diftinguith what 
he faid, other than that the Turks could not make peace on fuch terms. The King 
then replied, “ If reafonable terms are rejected, there is ther! no alternative’ but war. 
My kifilbathi are not like your Turks, who wear large turbans and keep their hands 
in their fleeves for fear of the cold. No, they are prompt and attive, they have nothing 
but their horfe.and a curved feymitar; are fitted for fatigue and impatient for war. 
If you will have war, I will place my wild Chircana (a fatcon, punning on the name of 
his Lieutenant-General Carchio) at the head of my kifilbafhi, who fhall pounce upon 
you, and reduce you to nothing. ‘Nor think,’ addedRe, “ that you will this year be 
more fortunate than the two faft. under Secdar Maheremead Rao whe ono ow 
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without affording any time to the ambaffador for reply. Thus ended a conference on 
which was to depend the death or life of fo many thoufands of innocent perfons. The 
behaviour of the Shah, however, who purpofely fpoke loud that all about in the 
{quare might hear him, was highly approved by the people and court, who teftified 
their fatisfaction in the manner ufual on fuch occafions, exclaiming Allah! Allah! 

The next day we received intelligence of the arrival of the Sparifh ambaflador at a 
town about a league diftant from. Cazvin, where he waited the King’s orders for his 
entry into the city, in which a dwelling had been made ready for him. A number of 
the firft people of the court, attired in the moft fuperb drefles, with magnificent trap- 
pings for their horfes, went out to meet him, and attended him to the gate of his houfe, 
where they took their leave ; the Mchimandar alone, in virtue of his office, conducting 
hia to his apartment, and myfelf asa Frank. : 

On, the fame day that the Spanifh ambaflador made his entry, the Turkifh ambaffa- 
dor had a fecret audience in the garden, at which none were prefent; and on ‘Sunday, 
rth June, he gave a public audience to the Spanifh ambaflador, in a garden which has 
but one large walk in the midft, and is at a {mall diftance from the royal palace. 
‘This garden is called Gennet Bayhi, or the garden of paradife, He purpofely 
received him here to accept his prefent at a time when a number of others were 'to be 
made him ; and for the greater parade, invited more than a hundred perfons of various 
nations, languages, and drefs. 

The prefent of the ambaffador, exclufive of three hundred camel loads of pepper, 
left at Hifpahan, was valued at one hundred thoufand crowns. It confifted of vafes 
of gold, filver, and cryftal, and precious ftones ; befides thefe, a box containing fixty 
golden chains, enriched with emeralds ; faddles and horfe trappings, elegantly embroi- 
dered after the Spanifh fafhion ; fowling-pieces, and other arms, emboffed with gold ; 
‘the fword worn by the King of Spain on the day of his marriage, covered with 
jewels, a number of files and other hard tools, feveral coats of mail, various let 
(among others that of Anne of Auttria, prefented by the ambaflador himfelf and not 
the -King,) certain lances from America, and a number of other articles, all together 
employing five hundred men in carrying them. 

Upon the Xing entering a little palace built in the middle of the garden, the ambaf. 
fador was introduced with his prefent, which preceded him, thofe who carried it 
making a tour in front of this palace, and marching round the guefts, who were feated 
about a canal adjoining, on rich carpets laid for the purpofe a/ frefco, on account’ of 
the number of the guefts being too great for the apartments of the palace ;-the procef- 
fion afterwards filed off. : 

The order of precedence was as follows: The King, the Spanifh ambaffador, the 
Turkifh ambatlador, and the interpreter of the Spaniard ftanding, being apart from the 
company, in a cafino open on all fides, and furrounded, except in front, where an alley 
led up io it, by water conducted from the canal. ; _ 

The Englifh were feated in a corner on the fpot where the fupper was prepared 
about the canal, even the ambaffador had no other ftation, only the moft honourable 
pofition among his countrymen; immediately ‘above thefe were the’ Spaniards, but 
feparated by a ftreamlet which ran between ; after and higher up than them the Turks 
fucceeded, beyond whom certain Curd and Arabian gentlemen then at court as the 
‘King’s guefts; above thefe the brother of the Prince of two countries called 
Chick-e-Macran, on the frontiers of Perfia, on the ocean, and making part of ancient 
Carémania. . i. ‘ 
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This Prince had conftantly been inimical to the Perfians, but having made himfelf 
matter of a place of importance, he came to the court of Perfia, to offer to hold it in 
feof of the Shah, provided he would affift him in maintaining poffeffion of it againit the 
Prince, his brother. 

This nobleman, brother to the Prince, was a beardlefs young man, very elegantly 
dveffed in his country fafhion, in gold brocade, with a round turban, differing from 
that of the Perfians, ftriped of various colours, with a large fringe of gold taffels and 
green filk floating on his fhoulders, defignating his defcent from Mahomet. 

The Mehimandar, who regulated every thing, flationed me immediately above this 
nobleman, confidering it unfit I fhould be with the other Europeans, whom I furpaffed 
in quality, fo that the vizier of Masanderan alone, and fome of the principal perfons of 
the province invited by the King, were placed above me. 

The Ufbeck Tatars whom the: King pardoned, that they might relate on their 
return to their countrymen fomewhat of the magnificence of the King, and the refpec 
fhewn him by foreign nations, were placed on one fide, and much above them the 
emiffaries from that nation at his court, whom he had not yet difpatched. 

The entertainment was nearly a counterpart of that at Efcref, of which I gave you a 
defcription, but lated not fo long on account of the Spanifh ambaffador finding the 
mode of fitting unpleafant in his European drefs, and obtaining*permiffion to retire 
early, in which he was imitated by the Turkifh ambaflador as well as ourfelves. 

In the evening of the 22d June, the King, in the middle of the meidan, fhewed 
great civility to the Ufbeck emiffaries, and after reprefenting to them that their coun- 
iry being af war with him could only draw deftrudtion on the heads of the people 5 
that although by their predatory excurfions they might do injury to his fubjeéts, they 
were conflantly cut to pieces in regular engagements; that it was their intereft as 
much as his with that they fhould become his friends, and rather join his kizilbafhi 
than oppofe him, notwith{tanding they were followers of Omar; that they might have 
feen what homage was fhewn him by fo many different Princes, and what refpeé& from 
thofe powerful Kings:who lived in friend{hip with him, concluding with enjoining them 
to give a faithful relation of what they had witneffed at his court to their Khan, as weil 
as of the kindnefs they had experienced, that it might occafion a good underftanding 
between them. : 

All this, in a folemn manner, the Ufbecks promifed to perform; and as they were 
much affeéted by the various marks of kindnefs they had received, and the obliging 
manner in which he addreffed them, they twice difmounted to kifs His Majefty’s feet, 
and proftrate themfelves before him. : 

On the 25th July, the King fet off early in the morning for Sultania, each of us fol- 
Jowing at our leifure. I travelled that night three leagues over a flat country, in very 
cold and windy weather, till I reached a village called Ghiveran, where I refted the 
whole of the next day. Well mounted I travelled nine leagues the next day, arriving 
at a city called Abher, from the quantity of water with which it abounds, and which, 
divided into numerous ftreamlets, runs through almoft all its ftreets. The city is fmall, 
and beautifully verdant fromthe number of gardens it comprifes full of fruit-trees and 

oplars. - ; : eae . 
On Friday night and Saturday morning we travelled eight leagues, arriving at noon 
at .Sultania, where we found the King in his tents-in the country, en:amped in the 
middle of his troops, and though I travelled fafter than my train, by its taking a nearer 
road I paffed it juft on my entrance into Siitania, arid after ordermg my tent w be 
pitched, T-refrefhed myfelf under tke fhade of a mofque, with bread, raifins, angers 
6 : 0 
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. of the moft delicious water I had ever tafted, which the Mahometans are weak enough 
.to imagine comes under ground from Mecca. 

Sultania was formerly a ue! fpacious. city, at prefent it is.a heap of ruins. , I 
undoubtedly received its name from the quality of the individual by whom it was con- 
ftructed. Sultan fignifies in Arabic, power, or a potentate, and prefumptively fuch 
mutt have been the title of the founder of the place, as afferted by the Perfians in 
oppofition to the Armenians and other Chriftians, who maintain it.to have been. built 
by Chriftians. According to the Perfians, a Sultan of Tatar race.of the Utbeck 
nation, called Muhammed Choda-bendé, built the city, and the handfome mofque it 
contains, changing its neighbourhood from.a wildernefs, by: cutting canals and water. 

ing it, to the paradife it is-at prefent, and peopling it by forcible meafures, fuch as have 
lately been praétifed by Shah Abbas for populating Mazanderan. As, however, con- 
firaint,. though it fecure comfort or even enjoyment, is irkfome, .no fooner -was 
Choda-bendé dead, -than the: inhabitants. immediately forfook the place. The 
emigration. was fo-confiderable, that in one night no lefs than feven thaufand camels 
left the place, with panniers, in.each of which was a woman, thus. carrying off fourteen 
-thoufand. . : - , 

We Europeans-are upon: an-excéllent footing with Imamculi Khan, whom I vifited 

in company. with the father Vicar, who had arriyed at Sultania, to prefent the ‘Shah 
with a tranflation,of the :Pfalms of David into Perfian, On this occafion, the Khan 
ifhewed_us. great kindnefs, treating. us .with excellent fweetmeats and other articles 
. remaining from an entertainment-he;had given the King the day before,:and moreover 
fent two Jarge bafons full to my.houfe, avery common cuftom in Perfia. Thedame 
day I both paid and received a vifit from the Mehimandar, who informed ime: that the 
- army would. fhortly:move.to Tebriz, under the condué of his brother Daud Khan; 
_ that the-King only: repaired to. Ardebil, on account of intelligence he had received that 
. the enemy meant to attack him.in two different quarters.; the Turks, with the Serdar 
, at their head,. by the.way.of Tebriz; and ‘Teimuraz Khan, at the head of the Tatars 
and other auxiliary troops, by the way of Georgia. Ardebil, as-being midway, between 
thefe two. parts, was..chofen by the King ‘for his head-quarters, the communication 
- thence; being eafy-with each place, and an opportunity.at the fame time being afforded 
him of preferving the fepulchre of his forefathers, which is in this place. 

The.whole of what was told me by the Mehimandar -was' verified by the event, the 
“army, moving that very night for Tebriz. We, the King’s guefts, however, remained 
-with the King, and the fmall army about :his perfon. IT was pleafed.on the:one hand 

with having an opportunity of vifiting ‘Ardebil, which is a city of note, yet vexed at 
not feeing ‘Tebriz, a much more famous city, and for the poffeffion of which we were 
-to come to blows. It-would alfo have been far more grateful to me. to have, been 
-oppofed to the Turks, who are Mahometans and My averfion, than the Tatars, who 
are fome of them Chriftians, and headed by Teimuraz, a Prince for whom, without even . 
having feen him, Ihave a fecret affection, , eee 

-Wpon further intelligence received by the Shah, the army halted, and a grand. enter... 
.taimnent was refolvgd ‘upon; which took place, and at which feveral of the guefts were 

fo far overcome with wine as to be carried away, and I myfelf was fo inch furprifed, . 
that when about to depart, could not put’ on. my flippers’ at the feps of the:Divan., 
Kané, I-recovered; however, amazingly, and rode home fomewhst. more full of talk 
and merrier than dfual. 2m wre ah ae tg A 

On Wednefday, however, the 1ft of Auguft, in confequence of advices received by 
she King, orders were-iffeed under heavy penalty, for ail belonging to the army to 

march 
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march to Tebriz, which aceordingly was done; none remaining about the King but 
his guefts, certain of his nobility, officers of State whofe prefence was neceflary, and 
part of the divifion of Imamculi-Khan, that His Majefty might yet have fufficient about 
him to imprefs'an awe on the enemy. ee 
It may not be amifs here to give an account of the'manner of formation of the army, 
and the order of the foldiery in Perfia. 
There are four divifions-6r orders of foldiery in Perfia, the fuzileers, the King’s 
flaves, the kizilbafhi, and the corchi.- : 
The firft, yet laft in point of rank, the fuzileers, is a modern inftitution; ‘at:the. © 
recommendation of Sir: Anthony Shirley, -an Englithman. This order is compofed of 
the native inhabitants of the country, and is fimilar toa militia. In Perfia, however,’ - 
the individuals of this order receive pay quarterly from the King, and are bound to ~ 
appear at his fummons. The gentry, thofe I mean who are called kizilbathi, do not 
enrol themfelves in this order, but only thofe called reaiet, that is to fay, vaflals-or tat,” - 
compofed of the refufe of the nation. ‘In the beginning, thele fuzileers fought on foot, - 
however now they are mounted, and fight on horfeback, with guns fomewhat {maller: ” 
than our mufkets, with matchlocks, which have a fork faftened by a cord to the ftock, - 
by which, when they difmount, they have a reft for taking aim by. This defcription” 
éf foldiery is in high efteem with the King, and is a very uleful body. * hee 
Of this body of men, the total colle€ted by the Shah from the various provirices o 
ort wl amounts to 20,000, who, as tat, do not wear the tag, but: merely -a plain’ 
turban.” ; eure 
The fecond order of foldiery, confidered more noble than.the preceding, is that of 
the King’s flaves, or vaffals, all‘of whom were originally Chriftians, either bought or 
furnithed by various nations ; fuch as the Circaffians, Georgians, Armenians, and the’ 
like. At prefent, however, they are moftly Georgians and muffulmen, either from 
their having been brought. up in that faith, or their having apoftatized. Thefe, like 
the former, fight on horfeback, and make ufe of different arms, fuch as pikes, arrows,’ - 
uns of the defcription before noticed, iron loaded fticks, fcymitars, and daggers.’ 
here are none but carry a kind of light hatchet, the iron of which is rounded at one. 
end, and on the other a little curved and pointed. The bow and arrow, confidered by 
the King as ufelefs, are. by degrees laid afide, and replaced by fire-arms, as well among 
thefe as the reft of the foldiery. The King’s flaves are allowed on certain occafions: 
to wear the tag. . They have one particular general and feveral captains. - x ee 
The number of thefe flaves in the immediate fervice of ‘the King, -enrolled as fol. - 
diers, exclufive-of thofe dependant on the varigus khans and governors, is 15,000. 
‘This eftablithment, as well as the preceding, is of modern date, and-owes its origin ‘ 
to the reigning Sovereign. a 
The third defcription, more noble than the latter, is the ‘kizilbathi, which is cor 
pofed of thirty-two tribes, fixteen of which are called of the right hand, ‘and the fame 
number of the.left, from their taking thefe feveral fides of the King :-of the privileges 
and quality of thefe, 1 have before given you.an ‘account. ‘They are freé; indeperidant, 
and brve as long as they are paid, being at liberty to change their mafters when they 
leafe, ‘from one khan to anothér,.or to the King, and from. the King té a khan,-ag 
feems belt to them. Not all the kizilbathi are foldiers, but as. almoft all-the lands aré 
in the*hands of the Shah, or his governors or khans, for fubfiftence they are-obliged: 
either to: make choice of the profeffion of arms, or exercife fome ‘kind of trade,: 
handicraft, or hufbandry = in confequence. the numher af thafe ves flit. fu 
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Moreover, their different tribes are not equal in point of number, fome -confifting 
of from ten to twelve thoufand men, and fome of not more than five hundred. Of 
fome of them all are foldiers, of others but few. 

This body has always had great preponderance; the various kings appointing their 
kings and governors from among their tribes; as owing to their exertions the prefent 
dynafty was feated on the throne. Shah Abbas, however, fecretly detefts them, and 
endeavours by all means to undermine and leflen their influence, frecuenily punifhing 





i 


their chiefs, and keeping them rather in fear of him than fee King their affections. 

Of thefe, there are in Perfia at leaft feventy thoufand, of which fifty thoufand are in 
the King’s pay, or that of his khans. . 

The fourth order of foldiery, and the moft noble, is that of the corchi, or the King’s 
guards, chofen from among the kizilbathi, and entirely and immediately j 
the Shah himfelf. Thefe teldom go without the tag, beiag almoft con{ 
the royal perfon. 

The number of thefe is about 12,000; their arms the fame as the other kizilbahhi, 
and like all the other foldiers compofing the army of Perfia, thefe are cavalry. 

The whole of the main force of Perfia confitts, therefore, colleGively, of 97,000 
cavalry. This number is, however, fubjeét to great variation, it being fometimes more 
and fometimes lefs. 

Whenever the army marches, the greatett filence and regularity takes place, neither 
trumpets found or drums beat ; and as all the officers and principal perfons take their 
fervants and family with them, the number of the army is fwollen prodigioufly ; yet, 

-notwith{tanding the immenfe numbers, the greatelt abundance conitantly reigns in the 
camp during its march, fo much fo as to make it a faying in the country, ** Chat the army 
of the King is one of the fineft and belt provided citics in Perfia.” Unlike in many coun- 
tries of Europe, its march is a bleffing inftead of a curfe for the countries through which 
it lays; and fo far from fhutting up their houfes and flying from it as a peftilence, the 
people from great diftances: from its line of march, haften to bring it every kind of 
neceffary, and even delicacies of all forts. Difcipline is fo regularly preferved; that 
every thing is paid for, and excefles are unknown. ‘The feverity of Abbas, for an 
encroachments on the property of his fubjeéts, I have had occafion to notice. When 
encamped near Ghivi, fome people had erected their tents, rather inconfiderately, in 
the meadows, where they fuifered their camels to graze at the expence of the proprie- 
tors, for the fake of faving a few pence. ‘The inhabitants, in confequence, complained 
to the King, who ordered certain of his officers to go with them to the fpot, where 
they cut the tents in pieces, not fparing even that of the King’s muficians,. removin 
the cattle, and taking the owners to prifon. The vizier or lieutenant of a khan, having , 
been more guilty than the reft, and having had the audacity to take-fome of the fruit 

rom one of their gardens without paying for it, notwithftanding his rank, was tied hand 
and foot, carried to prifon, and when taken ‘thence, with an arrow thruft through his 
nofe, he was led round, and expofed to the view of the whole army. . 

To return, however, to the route. The army filed off towards Tebriz, whilé we 
remained with the King in Sultania, where, on the 3d of Auguit, we received intelli. 
gence that leimuraz Khan had not feparated from the ferdar; a number of other’ 
vague accounts-were brought. At length, on the sth of Augult, the tents were flruck, 
and our march began for Ardebil. Peek. 

The province of Irak terminates at Sultania or its neighbourhood, where begins that 
of Adherbeigian, which comprizes a great part of Media*’ 
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Our army began its march at day-break, and after two leagues arrived at a city 
called Zengan, but {pelt Zengian, fignifying moans and tears. “It aflumed this name 
after having been taken arfd facked by fome Tatar Prince, who immolated all its inhabi- 
tants ina moft brutal manner. It is now but a {mall city, without walls, fituated on 
the flope ofa hill, and apparently was once a place of greater confideration. 

The army did not ftop here, nor myfelf, fave to refresh, the baggage being fent on. 
From this place, the King took a witch, having much faith in divination and incan- 
tations, or at leaft pretending to have, in order to enchant the foldiers of the enemy. 

On leaving this town, we diftinguifhed two roads, one towards the weft, leading to 
Tebriz, the other rather eaftward, running to Ardebil, which latter we followed. 
After marching about three leagues, we pitched our tents and halted for the night on 
the banks of a {mall ftream called Sarmufak-chiai, or garlick river. 

On the 6th of Auguit, after four leagues of way, we halted early near a river which 
ran by the road ; but as in one {pot its water was infufficient to quench the thirft of fo 
great a number, our tents were pitched fo far afunder, that the foremoft was a half 
day’s journey from the laft. 

The heat being great this day, our plan of march was changed, and begun at three 
hours after funfet. On Wednefday morning we ftill continued our march, crofling 
feveral fmall hills and beautiful valleys cloathed in green, although entirely bare of 
trees, as is the cafe with almoft the whole of Media, which, in the part we traverfed, is 
mountainous, lofty, and cool. The mountains, neverthelefs, are very pleafant, their tops 
being almoft level. A little before noon, after travelling fix leagues from the place 
where we encamped the night before, we ftopped to reft ourfelves at a village called 
Jenghigé, or New. We found ourfelves, however, much empbarraffed for want of fuf. ” 
ficient water, ys 

Here our ftay was fhort, for night coming on, we continued our way, and after 
marching two leagues came to a very deep valley, which we had to defcend from the 
mountains by fuch a narrow and winding path, and fo fteep at the fame time, that with 
difficulty we could even lead our horfes down one after the other. After which, on the 
oppofite fide of the valley, as unpleafant an afcent offered itfelf, but of nearly double 
elevation. You may readily pi€ture hence, that with this going down and going up, toge- 
ther with the crowd, at a narrow bridge in the middle of the valley, over an uniordable 
river, the confufion of the paflage muft have been great, and the accidents numerous. 

For my part, after pafling the bridge at the bottom of the valley, having, in company 
with a few others, by galloping on before, got confiderably the ftart of the main army, 
we refted for the night in a little {pot out of the high road, furrounded by cedars of 
Lebanon, but very fmall, with which all thefe mountains are covered. 

On Thurfday, in the morning, I was joined by Madame Maani an horfeback, and 
with much difficulty afcended the oppofite bank. From the fummit of the mountain 
we defcended to that we attained, notwithftanding the vale was extremely narrow, was 
at_leaft two leagues. Its acclivity paffed, we travelled on toa village a league beyond 
of no confideration, Here we remained all the day. Whe army, however, did not reft 
here, but proceeded a league‘farther, to a flat country, where was plenty of water, and 
was wifely followed by my baggage : refpecting the latter, I was under alarm, it, how- 
ever, joined me by night ; and haltening on, I reached the fpot where the army had en- 
camped about two hours after funrife. It had juft departed, but my camels with the litter 
being greatly exhaufted, I was refolved on waiting at a village in the neighbourhood 
called Cabagh, requefting the vicar, if he overtook my muleteer, to fend him back. 
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Cabagh, where I refted for fome time, is fix or feven leagues from Jenghigé ; henee 
on Friday morning, the vicar having met with my people about a league and a half 
from where [was and fent them back, I repaired to that fpot, where in a pleafant 
valley they had pitched my tents, on the margin of a fmall river, which ferpentined 
through the meadows belonging to a neighbouring village called Ghivi. 

Tiere a part of the army was encamped under tents at fome diftance from each other, 
but the King with the remainder, forming his ordu, were in a ftrong place in the 
mountain caled Kalkal; where he not only intended to pafs fome time in hunting, 
but allo propofed to leave his tents, baggage, and every thing cumberfome during his 
flay at Ardebil. In this he was alfo copied by thofe who attended him. My wife, how- 
ever, Madame Maani, underftanding that the King’s ladies repaired to Ardebil, refolved 
on accompanying me thither. After marching all night, therefore, for about five 
leagues, on Sunday morning, two or three hours after funrife, we refted near a mill on 
a {mall eminence, ornamented by a number of trees, grovped in the moft beautiful 
manner imaginable, and a running ftream which fell below a {mall village in the 
road, called Tagibuyuc, or great crown. This village belongs to the great mofque at 
Ardebil, as well as feveral other neighbouring villages. We remained here the whole 
of Sunday, and great part of the next night. Soon, however, as the moon rofe we 
continued our march, and finifhed the four remaining leagues which parted us from 
the city of Ardebil; as, however, the houfe affigned us by the mehimandar, who 
arrived before us, was not yet thoroughly in order, we pitched our tents in the fields 
at fome diftance from the city, and entered our dwelling the fucceeding day. 

The houfe appointed for us was very handfome and {pacious, fituated in the middle 
of a large garden, watered by a confiderable ftream running through the midft much 
larger and deeper than the Marano at Rome. ‘This houfe belongs to a female rela- 
tive of the King and the Corchi Bafhi, called Becfi Kanum ; but from her hufband 
‘having fled the kingdom on account of having incurred the difpleafure of His Majefty, 
although the houfe be not utterly confifeated, the proprietors are no longer allowed ta 
dwell in it, it being appropriated to the reception of the King’s guefts who arrive at 
Ardebil. "As fuch it was allotted to us, as it had previoufly been fome time before to 
the Tatars of the country of Lefghi and Nocai, two hundred in number, accompanied 
as far as this place by the mehimandar on their way home. 

The people left in care of the houfe, and who ferve as domefties to thofe who inhabit 
it, related ftrange things of its former tenants, and their brutal and grofs manner of 
living. Among other things, they informed us, that they ate their meat almoft raw, 
without bread; ufed no napkins, and every where left heaps of filth, which was never 
fwept away. ‘he Perfians who had been witneffes to their filthinefs, and who are 
themfelves a very delicate people, when they faw the cleanlinefs in ufe with us, and the 
nice manner of our cating with forks and fpoons, could but make- remarks highly 
favourable to our cuftoms. 

On the fame day the mehimandar paid usa vifit, which we returned on the fucceed: 
ing. We learned from him, that the news we had before heard of the devaftations 
committed by the Tatars in the open towns and villages of Armenia, into which they 
had made an irruption, was true; and that the Serdar of the Turks had apologized 
for it to Carchica Bey, difowning any knowlege of thefe- diforders ;. and intreating 
that it might not be the caufe of more continued war, as he wifhed to come to am 
accommodation, and was {eduloufly employed on planning terms for a fubftantial 
peace. 

All 
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All this, however, obferved the mehimandar, is farcical and deceptive ; but the King 
is not to be fo eafily duped : he has had certain intelligence of the Serdar being ordered 
to proceed directly to Ardebil, to deftroy the fepulchre of Shah Sofi in that place, (whom 
the Turks look upon as a fchifmatic,) as well as the city itfelf; then, wintering in 
Georgia, where provifions abound, to make himlelf mafter of Teflis, reckoned eafily 
practicable through the fuccour he is to receive from Teimuraz Khan; and the follow- 
ing fummer to follow up his fuccefs into the heart of Perfia, and flrive to rid the 
Turks of fo vexatious a competitor as the Shah. 

This news, which was publifhed in Ardebil, had greatly intimidated the inhabitants, 
‘The King himfelf gave credit to it, and in confequence had proceeded hither with part 
of the army, in order to proteét thé country, while the main body was -ftationed to 
defend the road leading from Tebriz to Cafvin, and thence to the center of Pexfia, 
As, however, Ardebil is not a fortified city of any ftrength, the King did not mean to 
ftand a fiege, nor hazard in this quarter any decifive battle againft forces much fuperior 
to his own; but rather to remove the bones of his anceftors toa more diftant and 
fecure afylum, in cafe of extremity. The King, however, fent hence a quantity of filk 
and other valuables which belonged to him towards Cafvin; of which the inhabitants 
being apprized, themfelves began to remove their various effets to places of greater 
fafety. The men and women of Ardebil, accompanied by the moft powerful fatraps of 
their fect, alfo retired from the city, onthe 13th of Augult by day-break, to a place at 
a diftance from the city, where on the day on which the lefg Beiram is kept they are 
wont to facrifice the camel ;_a ceremony of which I beforé have given you a defcription 
in a letter from Hilpahan. You will here pleafe to remark, that every city has a place 
appointed for this ceremony, called in Arabic, Mufal, which fignifies a place of prayer. 
Hither it was that the whole of the city repaired to pray for the King, and on account 
of the war. I likewife went to the place after dinner, and as I rode along had an oppor- 
tunity of feeing the whole of the city ;_ of which, previous to any thing elfe, I fhall render 
you an account. 

The country in which Ardebil is fituated being in the north of Perfia, and, moreover, 
like the whole of Media full of mountains, the cold here is intenfe. The city isin a 
large plain, furrounded by mountains. That moft immediately contiguous to it is 
extremely lofty, and one of the moft remarkable in Media. It is faid to be extremely 
fertile, and well peopled, and is called Lepalan, or Sepalan, oftentimes pronounced 
Sevalan; the Perfians frequently confounding not only the B with the V, after the 
manner of the Spaniards, but the Palfo. Hence, when they write corre€tly Cafvin, it 
is founded Cafbin; and the fame Tebriz or Tabriz, we pronounce ‘Tavris; and 
Ardebil by many geographers is given Ardébil. 

This mountain prefumptively is the Zagro mentioned by Ptolemy and Pliny, or rather 
@ branch of it laying north-eaft of the city. In the month of Auguft even it was 
covered with fnow. 

Ardebil is a'city of middling fize, not being either fo large or fo finall as marty in 
Perfia. Its {treets are irregular, of no length in general ; crooked, dirty, and uneven. 
Its buildings indifferent. {it is, however, well peopled, and abounds in merchandize of 
every defcription ; its trade being very confiderable on account ofits favourable fitaa- 
tion on the frontiers, and its contiguity to Armenia, Curdiftan, Georgia, Albania, and 
Ghilaa, and its vicinity to a river which falls into the Cafpian Sea, by which great 
quantities of goods are tranfported to various countries. 

No wine is made in the territory dependant on Ardebil, as well from the eoldpefs 
of the climate being unfavourable to the vine, as the unwillingnefs of the rene 
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of the Sheich, to whom it belongs, to commit fo great a fin as to encourage the growth: 
of it on fuch facred ground. On this account, wine is fo fcarce in the city, none being 
drunk but by a few in fecret, that we were many days without tafting a fingle drop. 

‘A number of rivulets, proceeding from a fneall river which falls from the mouniains, 
flow through almoft all the flréets of Ardebil; and in this particular the city much 
refembles Venice. Thefe rivulets abound in fifh, much fuperior in quality to any Lever 
tafted in Perfia, or even fince I Jeft Egypt. - Their trout in particular are excellent. 

In fummer time thefe rivulets are eafily forded, but on account of their being much 
{wollen in winter, a number of brick bridges are built in different parts of the city 5 and 
on the margin of thefe ftreams on each fide rows of trees are planted, which: half cover 
the ftreets with their verdure and fhade. 

"Lhe grand {quare, as they are generally formed, is longer than it is broad ; the build- 
ings which inclofe it are very paltry. Ardebil was formely the refidence of a Khan, 
and the capital of the province. Since the Shah, however, put Zaultcar Khan to death, 
the laft of the Schichabend who governed there, he has not fuff.red any one vetted 
with fo high a dignity to make it his refidence ; it is, therefore, governed at prefent by 
officers of inferior rank, more immediately dependant on the King. The houie 
formerly inhabited by Zulfcar Khan is now the Royal Palace, and the moft extenfive 
dwelling in the place. Compared with the other buildings: of the city it may pafs for 
handfome, as well as the {quare in front of it, its public gardens, thole retired, and its 
other appendages. 

Except this palace, there is nothing remarkable in Ardebil but the mofque of Shah 
Sofi, in which he is interred, as well as the fucceflive Kings of his race, and their near 
relations, the anceftors of the reigning Prince. ‘The firft and chief portal of this mofque 
is fituated in a very narrow ftrect, unwatered by either of the rivulets defcribed, at 
fome diftance from the great {quare. A number of iron chains from right to left, and 
from thefe.reaching to the ground, crofs this gate and inclofe a certain fpace. Any 
criminal who flies hither and keeps within thefe chains, or even touches them, is free 
from purfuit of the law or even the King’s ordonnance ; whence this fanctuary is reforted 
to by numbers, who live here in perfect fecurity. : 

. Within this firft gate is a large court, round which is an infinity of fhops full of all 
kinds of wares and edibles, and as there are a number of refugees who dare not go out 
of the mofque, and as this place is reforted to by a number of pilgrims from all parts 
of Perfia, the {hop-keepers have plenty of cuftom. After traverfing this large court, 
you advance to a fecond portal, crofled with chains in like manner gs the-former, over 
which feveral apartments and balconies are built, part of which are-deftined for the 
refugees, and others for officers belonging to the mofque. Within the fecond gate is 
another court longer than wide, of no very pleafing form, and which when I noticed 
it was being paved by order of the King. On the fide of this court a canal is conftruct- 
ing for bathing in and other purpofes. : 

"At the end of this fecond court, on the left towards another fmall gate, is a place 
oppofite to the kitchen, where provifions are daily diftributed in charity to the poor. 
"Lhe food thus given is pildo, very nicely cooked ; and the number of poor who partake 
of it, and others who receive it ‘out of motives of religion, is fo numerous as to keep 

* thirty-five large boilers continually employed. - At firft, it was cuftomary to make thefe 
diftributions only in the morning, but Shah Abbas founded a fund for giving the fame in 
the evening as well. ‘This inflitution will of itfelf be fufficient to imofortalize the name 
of the King ; for, as ever will be the cafe where there are fimilar foundations, a number 
of worthlels people (among the Sofi and others) refort hither, choofing rather to fub- 
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(ift. in lazinefs, and-begging for means to clothe them, than fupport themfelves by 
labour; and thefe, occafionally difperfed over the whole kingdom, will not fail to 
extol the benefactor -who enables them.to live the beft part af the year in a ftate of eafe 
and idlenefs. ve 

. Beyond this place where the pilio is diftributed there is at firfta {mall corridor with 
two gates, one at the beginning, the other at the end. They are not very large, it is 
true, but entirely covered in a coarfe manner with plates of filver. Between thefe two 
gates of the corridor is the mofque, in which prayers are faid, and into which you enter 
by one of the fides of its length. This mofque is of a reafonably large fize, entirely 
open at the top, except at the two extremities, thatis to fay, the entrance and its oppofite 
fide, at which are two tribunes with vaulted roofs. This manner of building mofques 
is in Perfia very common. Thucydides relates, that even among the-Greeks it was ufual 
to conftruét temples without roofs. : 

After croffing this open mofque, you proceed direé& to the gate of another, which is 
{mall and roofed, under the dome of which, covered without with varnifhed tiles, and 
fheeted, as reported by thofe who have feen it, within, with filver, Shah Sofi is interred 
in a large raifed tomb, covered with rich fill, ina place railed in by itfelf; and a little 
beyond are buried the remainder of the predeceffors and relatives of Shah Abbas, the 
defcendants of Sofi. The tombs of thele are made in the fhape of large coffins, and 
are-covered with filk and gold. 

L was unwilling to enter this mofque on account of certain adoration’ and genuflec- 
tions réquifite, which I deemed improper for a Chriftian; Madame Maani, however, 
entered it one day with her veil down as cuftomary, She informed me, that the 
covered mofque is divided into three cells one beyond the other ; the two firft contain 
nothing but a vaft number of flver lamps fufpended, with’ a number of oftrich eggs, 
according to the cuftom of the Mahometans ; handfome carpets on the floors, on which 
were large chandeliers with wax candles of an extraordinary length, which, however, 
are never lighted, but are only for fhew ; and in thefe cells, the doors of which are 
covered with plates of filver, feveral mullahs are conftantly praying, relieved occafion- 
"ally by others, from a fort of pulpit. fe 

‘After paffing through thefe two cells you enter the third, which is the place of fepul- 
chre, beneath the dome. ‘This likewife is full of lamps ; moreover, fufpended above 
the tomb of Shah Sofi, hang cight large filver pomegranates as ornaments, and in front 
of the inclofure of the tomb is a fmall window through which a man cannot enter 
without ftooping. Through this window none pafles but the King when he goes to 
fay his prayers and meditate on his paft life. The fmall windows, which are the moft 
valuable part of the mofque, are in frames of folid gold enriched with precious ftones. 

Beyond this I faw nothing remarkable in Ardebil, except that the peafants of this 
part make ufe of neither horfes nor, mules for carrying, but only’bulls and cows, moft 
of which are black with fpots of various colours, and the breed fmaller than ours ; 
what is fingular, they have no pack-faddles, but inftead pads of coarfe fackcloth quilted 
with cotton, which cover almoft the whole of their body. ‘This kind of houfing is very 
convenient, fo'much fo, that it is frequently ufed by them when they ride, elpecially 
when they have long journies to make. . ; 

"The King, defirous of waiting till winter when the Turks would have confumed 
their provifions, enjoined Carchica Bey, the lieutenant-general who had fent to entreat 
him, from his pofition beyond ‘Laurus, to be allowed to fall upon the Turks affembled 
at three days’ journey diftant from his army, by no means to fight them ; adding, ar 
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if he did he fhould confider him as his enemy, and with the bread and {alt he ate might 
be poifon to him. 

In view of inconveniencing the army of the Turks, therefore, he ordered the people 
in its neighboourhood to quit their homes, and carry off all their effets, not leaving 
behind them any provifions:whatfoever. By fimilar meafures he was fuccefsful in the 
famous victory he obtained fome years before over Bakia Chicalla, and rendered 
abortive at various periods the grand projects of his enemies ; copying the plans of 
the ancient Medes, the Perfians and Parthians, in their various wars with the Weftern 
nations. Thus we may fay, that names and feafons change, but cuftoms remain 
the fame. 

The elevation.of Muftafa to empire, to the prejudice of the children of Ahmed, which 
might occafion difturbances in Turkey, as well as the apprehenfion of a war between 
the Porte and the Chriftians, induced Sultan Muftafa to with for peace with Perfia ; he, 
therefore, after loading with kindnefs Cafum Bey, furnamed Bouroun Cafum,' or Cafum 
with a nofe, fent him to the Serdar Halil Bacha, generaliffimo of the Turks, then in Afia, 
to treat of peace; who, in confequence difpatched him for the purpofe to Ardebil, 
with an ambaffador of greater rank than that which had been before at Cafvin, who 
arrived in that city on the acth of Auguft; Bouroun Cafem reaching it on the 22d. 

On the 25th, however, the King, learning that the Turkith army, reputedly three 
hundred thoufand ftrong, was but four fhort days’ journies from ‘Lebriz, on its way to 
Ardebil, repaired to the mofque of Shah Sofi, where, bathed in tears, he remained a 
long time melancholy and in carneft prayer. 

On the 28th he received intelligence from Carchica Bey, that he had completely 
inundated the territory of Tebriz by emptying the bed ofa river, fo that cavalry could not 
advance; and that the Turkifh army was hemmed in in fech manner that not a man could 
return to inform his countrymen of their fate. He informed him, likewile, that a dy- 
fentery prevailed among them, and that they were in the utmoft diftrefs for provifions. 

‘The King ordered Carchica Bey to fuffer the Turks to advance into the country, and 
for that purpofe to draw off part of his army, fo as that he might keep with the one 
where he was, and allow the other to fly before the enemy, in order by a circuitous route 
to get in their rear; the latter being placed under the command of an excellent general 
called Imir Gunch, Khan of Erouan, who, after leaving in his capital a ftrong garrifon, 
had joined Carchica Bey with the refidue of his forces. By this means he propofed, 
when the Turks fhould be reduced to extremities by famine and the cold of winter, to 
attack their army in three directions at once, with the bodies under command of the 
King, Carchica, and Imir Gunch. 

On the 3oth of Auguft I repaired as ufual to the palace, when I learnt from the 
mehimandar, that the King had ordered the evacuation of Tebriz, and that the people 
fhould repair with their property to places of fafety. 

On the 31ft the King gave audience to the Turkifh ambaflador. He was received 
without any ceremony, or entertainment, as is ufual on fuch occafions, conferring with 
him in fecret, and not even defiring him to be feated, All that was overheard at the 
conference was, the King informing the Turk, that he would grant peace to his 
mafter when he fhould have taken Bagdad and Aleppo; a rhodomontade after the 
French ftyle. 

‘The conduc of the King towards the ambaffador was a retaliation for the outrage 
committed by Ahmed on the perfon of his reprefentative Bouroun Cafum. The con- 
ditions of peace propofed by the Turk, as fuch matters immediately tranfpire at the 
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court of Perfia, were that the tribute of filk fhould be feat which was wont ; or, in lieu 
of the three hundred camel loads of that article, certain fcarlet cloth for trappings for 
cavalry of inferior value. "That the Shah fhould furrender the conquefts he had made ; 
that is to fay, Tebriz and its territory ; Shiumaki, with all Shirwan ; certain places in 
Media; Demir Capi, and Nakivan, with all the towns in Armenia. ‘That he moreover 
fhould reftitate the whole of the country taken from the Georgians, and fend one of his 
children as a hoftage to the Turks. 

This was the fubftance of what the Serdar required on account of the Sultan; for 
himfelf, as a condition for withdrawing his troops, he demanded a prefent of value fuffi- 
cient to indemnify him for the trouble the war had occafioned him. 

The King on this occafion had much need of nice management, notwititanding the 
extravagant pretenfions of the Serdar; the people, who languiihed for peace, were 
aware, that if his cupidity were fatisfied, much more favourable conditions would be 
accepted ; the fatraps, in particular, taxed the Shah with injultice and impiety towards 
God, in warring with Mahometans. Sarti Kogia, one of the moft powerful Viziers, 
likewife, and the Corchi Batha, the King’s fon-in-law, preft the King fo much to liften 
at leaft in part to the propofals, that he felt it prudent to temporize. 

As o the filk, he ftated he would willingly fend the cuftomary prefent, and engage’ 
to continue the fame (the Perfians, I underftand, are heedlefs of promifes, which they 
break as convenience fuits). As for reftitution of conquered provinces, it could not 
be admitted. His own fon he would not fend, but in lieu he had no objedtion to fubftitute 
as his own fon that of Zulfcar Khan, a perfon I before have mentioned, who had been 
murdered by Carchica Bey, and whofe brother, at the folicitation of Kogia Khan, had 
been put to death by the Shah. This young Prince was a near relation of the King, 
and by propofing fending him as a hoftage, while he fhould gratify the malice of thefe 
two eminent perfons, he would get rid of one whom he had reafon to fufpe€t might be - 
inimical to him. And, laftly, as to the prefent ; in order to filence the Corchi Bey and 
Kogia Khan, whofe importunities were the ftrongeft, under pretence that he had no 
moncy to fatisfy the Serdar, he commanded them to provide him with a prefent, and 
that of fome hundred thoufand crowns; that, as they were defirous of peace, they. 
might furnifh the cnemy with a golden bridge to retire over. 

This propofal was a thunder-clap for thefe two advocates of peace; it was in vain 
for the wife of the Corchi Batha, who was the King’s daughter, to tender certain filk 
cloths and rich brocades as a prefent to the Serdar, her father affured her he was 
entirely mercenary and wanted money, and her hufband' or his partner being unable 
as welt as unwilling to raife the fum required m the fpace of time allowed, thyir oppo- 
fition in confequence entirely ceafed. Having, therefore, furmounted all obftacles in 
his council, he was left at liberty to follow his own inclinations, fecure of the fedulous 
co-operation of the Corchi Bafha, who had the: cnief of his poffeffions to protect about 
Ardebil. "Fo footh the ambaflador, however, and make amends. for his firft neglett, 
he gave him a royal feaft, and prefented him with 2 number of horfes, and a purle of 
a hundred tomans, about sool. fterling. 

On the 3d of September, he granted him a private audience anew: In. this the am. 
baflador dropped from: his firlt claims, requiring fimply the fk, and. his- fon as 
hoftage ; or, if His Majefty fhould be unwilling to yield his fon, any other perfon of 
condition who might pafs for fuch. The King immediately conceiving the ufe they 
might make of fuch an inftrument of infurrection, played off one of his ufuatmanceuvres,.. 
and drawing his {word : “ This is my fon,’ faid he, © if you can, wreft him from. 
me.’ The ambaflador obferving that many voor wretches mut nertth in the ware 
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and that it was lamentable that fo much blood of Muffulmen fhould be fpilt. “ For 
that,” replied the King, “ it is you mutt be refponfible to God, who attack me while 
in quiet and offending no one; nay, it has been your annual practice thus to come 
and infult me, even in my very palace, and that without the flighteft provocation. 
You may advance,” continued he ; “ the mofque of Shah Sofi is indeed the tomb of my 
anceftors, but their remains have been removed, which you will not have the pleafure 
of infulting ; you may advance, but think not I will face you now. I fhall not hefitate 
a moment to fire every quarter of this city. ‘You fhall find no where any thing but a 
wafted country; and when you have entangled yourfelf fufficiently, when I fhall fee the 
opportunity, 1 fhall make you feel the weight of my fcymitar, and utterly exterminate 
the invaders.” Hereupon, pretending to be in a rage, he called for the calanter of the 
city, and exprefsly enjoined hirn, in prefence of the ambaffador, to caufe the town to be 
immediately evacuated by the inhabitants, who with their effects fhould be directed to 
withdraw to a place of fafety ; and that if any were refra€tory to his orders, they fhould 
be cut in pieces. The calanter immediately iflued his orders ; the Kirg, however, fecretly 
dire€ted that they were to have effect only in the neighbourhood of the ambaffador’s 
houfe, before which they fhould file fo as to be feen by him, making a circuit of a league, 
and returning in parties fecretly by another gate, ‘This was, however, but a frivolous 
artifice, which, no doubt, would be feen into by the ambaflador. 

On the 3oth, he again gave him a royal entertainment previous to his departure, 

. which took place either on that or the fucceeding day. And on the 3d September, by 
couriers from Carchica Bey, the King learnt that, the Turks having advanced, he had 
demolithed and quitted the fortrefs of Tebriz, of which they had taken poffeffion, after 
its having been abandoned by its inhabitants, who had carried off every thing, and that 
all the neighbouring country had been previoufly defolated. 

‘The King, upon this intelligence, ordered Ardebil to be evacuated in effect; which 
took place, and was a moft affliating feene. ; 

On thenext morning, Bahadu Khan appeared at court ;_ his government lays between 
Ardebil and the Cafpian Sea. He came before the King in the fame condition in which 
he arrived, booted, his bow in his hand and quiver at his waift. ‘To this perfon, a 
defcendant from the Pagan Kings of Perfia of the dynafty of Cofrhoé, and governor 
of various fortreffes and ports on the Cafpian Sea, but of no cities, the care of protect- 
ing the emigrants was delegated by the Shah ; recommending to himeto fee that they 
met with fuccour and friendly reception on their way. At the fame time he iffued 
orders that fuch of the inhabitants as could bear arms fhould remain ; anid that the 
various banditti on the frontiers, the commanders of whom are known to the King, 
under promife of pardon, fhould hover on the flanks of the Turkifh army, which is 
never entrenched, and ferve as light troops to cut off their fupplies, and pillage their 
camp in the night. 4 

On the roth of September a Tatar {py arrived, bringing intelligence, that a divifion 
of the Turkith army, confifting it was faid of forty thoufand, with fix days provifions, 
had been detached from Tebriz, under command of the Georgian Prince Teimuraz, 

* expectedly to fall ona fudden on Ardebil.. The’ King immediately gave direCtions, 
that fuch inhabitants in the city and neighbouring villages as had not. yet left fhould 
‘quit them, and take the road to Mazanderan, or fome more diftant part of Media or 
Irak : that every thing at Cafvin fhould be in readinefs for the inhabitants quitting that 
place, if it fhould appear requifite, and in the mean time, that all the merchandize and 
property there belonging to His Majefty fhould:be tranfportud thence,as fafely as poflible 
to Ferhabad and Hifpahan: that every one:in Ardebil dhould hold himfelf in read:nefs to 
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leave the city on the following day for the ftrong fort where the King had placed his 
baggage to wait for the enemy ; and that preparation fhould be made for fetting fire to 
every part of the city upon our evacuation, as well as the various towns and villages 
in its neighbourhood. : 

On the 11th September, juft as we were about to mount our hors, and fire the city, 
intelligence of the moit grateful defcription was received from Carchica Bey, giving 
account of a viétory moft unexpectedly obtained over the Turks. This Corchi Batha, 
on the Turks entering Tebriz, had withdrawn to Ugiun, one day’s journey from that 
city, on the dire& road to Cafvin, leaving the way open as preconcerted to Ardebil, 
under expectation that they would in courfe dire@ their march thither. The Turks, 
however, conceiving that this ftep was a mark of weaknefs ; and underftanding from 
the amballador who had been at Ardebil that no pillage would be obtained there; and 
that the King himfelf, with the fmall army he had with him, was in the greateft confter- 
nation, and had refolved on flying before them, determined on attacking Carchica Bey ; 
after routing whom, they might eafily purfue their plan of ruining Ardebil, without 
having any apprehenfion from him in their rear. As, however, they knew from the 
orders he had received, it would be difficult to induce the Corchi Bafha to hazard a 
pitched battle, they attempted to take him by furprize. With this intent, they felected 
their beft troops, as well Turks as Tatars, to the amount of from forty to fifty thoufand, 
as we had before heard, which were detached lightly equipped, and calculated for dif- 
patch, to fall upon Carchica Bey in the night-time or by dawn of day. In ftating 
Ardebil as their deftination, the fpy was deceived, as well as in their being commanded 
by Teimuraz Khan, who at that time was indifpofed and not with the army. Unfortu- 
nately for the Turks, while on their march, a Perfian in their army of the name of Ali 
Bey, influenced by that amor patria fo natural to man, when mounted with the reft, 
clapped {purs to his horfe, and favoured by darknefs and the {peed of his animal, 
quickly reached the camp of Carchica Bey. 

‘This nobleman found the army completely off its guard, and, paling the drowfy centi- 
nels, reached the very tent of Carchica Bey entirely unperceived. Here, after making 
a great noife, he fucceeded in gaining admittance to the general, to whom he fuccinély 
related his danger. The general immediately iffued orders for the troops to faddle their 
horfes, and load the baggage waggons, not to create diforder or a panic amid the fol. 
diers ; fo that before day-break, this prodigious body of cavalry was in readinefs to 
march in military array, and divided in four immenfe {quadrons at fome diftance from 
the baggage, and a row of tents which formed the market or bazar 3 leaving from a 
thoufand to fifteen hundred horfe, who were direéted, in cafe of the enemy appearing, 
to engage their van, and draw them, as they retreated, among the baggage and the tents, 
which were left ftanding. 

So orderly was every thing managed, that none of the foldiers had any idea of their 
having to engage, but merely imagined that they were about to decamp for fome other 
{pot, as was frequent with them. But Carchica Bey feeing a favourable opportunity 
had fo contrived, that he was apparently reduced either to comply with the King’s in- 
jun@ions and abandon in difgrace his camp and baggage, or attempt to deliver them 
from the enemy by an engagement. 

The enemy came up fhortly after day break, and the Tatars made a furious charge 
on the troops of Shiraz Imaunculi Khan, by whom they were valiantly received, and a 
defperate confit enfued. Carchica Bey, who was in the rear, upon this ftated, that he 
could not in conformity to the King’s orders hazard an engagement, but fhould en. 


trench himfelf Upon this Imaunculi Khan fent word that he was unavoidably drawn 
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into battle, and that ‘the Corchi Bafha muft think ferioufly of fighting and immediately 
join him, as notwithftanding the. bravery cf his troops they muift otherwife be over- 
powered, enjoining him if he would not fight to draw up his forees, as their appears 
ance might intimidate the enemy and encourage his men. In the mean tim’. the 
fifteen hundred men of the van who had done their duty, agreeable to the orders 
received, pretended to fly, and drew the enemy among the tents, where they im- 
mediately began pillaging and maflacreing fuch as they found in the bazar, giving 
over the purfuit.. At this inftant, Carchica Bey feeing things in the ftate he wifhed 
them, and holding himfelf juftified with refpeé to his orders in the opinion as well of 
Jmaunculi Khan as the reft of the nobles in the army who blamed him for his inertnefs, 
joined his forces to thofe of the Khan of Shiraz, and fell with the utmoft fury on the 
"fatars with his four fquadrons. The Tatars bravely fuftained the fhock, but findin 
themfelves at length overpowered by the Perfians and not fupported by the Turks, who 
came up but flowly, owing to fome impediment on the road, or their cowardice, which 
induced them rather to be {peétators of the battle than actors in the field, were at length 
obliged to give way in diforder ; the Khan of Caffa, who had behaved himfelf bravely, 
and was wounded in feveral places, retiring at the entreaty of his people. 

The Perfians, wpon the Tatars being put tothe rout, followed up their advantage 
clofely for feveral miles, driving before them not only the Tatars but alfo the dilatory 
Turks whom they met on the road, putting to the fword moft of thofe whom the want 
of fleetnefs of their horfes put within their reach, and making very few prifoners, 
Of thefe, the only ones of condition were the Batha of Van, a grey-haired old 
man, a Captain of Tatars, and a Georgian of note in his own country, a Captain of 
Janiffaries *. Among the dead, the number of which is uncertain, were feven or eight 
Bafhas, whofe names are mentioned. On the fide of the Perfians, no one is fpoken of 
as killed of any confequence; fuch a victory, however, cannot have been purchafed 
without great lofs, In his account of the battle Carchica Bey excafed himfelf for his 
difobedience of His Majefty’s orders by the fingularity and urgency of the cafe, and 
ftated, that if His Majelty difapproved of his conduét, he was ready to lay his head at 
his feet. ‘he Shah expreffed himfelf fatisfied with what he had done, and commended 
-him for his fkill. F 

‘This intelligence occafioned the revocation of the former orders. The whole day 
long nothing was heard but mufic and rejoicing, and an infinite number of people 
repaired to the mofque in order to return thanks for the victory. Al Bey, who was 
nobly rewarded by the Corchi Bafha and his officers, had apartments affigned him in 
the houfe of Bahadur Khan. 

His Majefty pardoned the Tatars and his chief prifoners, but ordered all the Turks 
to be put to death, as well as fome of their fpies who were taken; their execution was 
barbarous, it confifted in cutting off their feet or legs, and leaving them in the different 
ftrects to bleed to death and be trampled on by paffengers. 

Qn the 16th September, Emir Gunch Erouan Khan came to confer with the Shah, 
and after a promife from the King that he would not conclude peace without hearing 
more from the army, he returned to join the Corchi Bafha. 

The Turkifh ambaffador appeared again at court with new propofuls. Thefe went, 
‘that the Turks were willing to make peace without reftitution of any conquefts, upon 


* This word is conftantly written thus; it fhould be Yeni cheri, as pronounced in Turkey, the meaning 
anew foldier. The Germans not having in their language the found of eb, fubftitute ans, and pronounce 
it Yeniferi or fari, fpelling it with a J, founded by them as Y with us, Retaining the German fpelling, the 
word is confequently but improperly pronounced by us Janiffary. 
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condition only of the annual prefent being fent, or in Feu of it a certain quantity of 
{carlet cloth, fome horfe trappings and other trifles, provided the army were allowed to 
return by the road of Maraga and Curdifan, the country through which they came 
being exhaufted, and that the King would furnith them with a quantity of corn, ftraw, 
and fhoes fcr their horfes, with other articles of which they ficod in need. 

‘Vhe wary King, while he confented to the tribute, refuted to allow them a pafflage 
through Curdiftan, and infifted on their return by the fame way they came; upon their 
agreeing to which he would furnifh them with the requifite provifions. With this 
anfwer the ambaflador returned, accompanied by Bouroun Cafuin Bey for the conclu. 
fion cf yeace on thefe terms on the part of the Serdar, 

On the 2oth September, the King being in better humour than on the preceding 
days, went without the city to divert himfelf with falcons and other birds, and on this 
occafion, fantaftic as he was, he remained feated on the bare ground in’ the mid{t of 
the fields expofed to the rays of the fun without any covering above his head, but not 
forgetting the bottle, and in this pofture made his meal, without any cloth, of a roaft fowl 
which was brought to him, the court feated around him. Ia the afternoon, we were 
informed by the mehimandar that the Turks were advanced on the road from Tebriz 
as far asa large town of the name of Scrah, on the road to Ardebil, whither he ap- 
peared to advance, while Carchica Bey in purfuance of the Royal orders retired before 
them. We were in confequence, to provide againft any treachery, direéted to fend off 
our heavy baggage to the King’s camp, referving only a laden horie called a feiz kang, 
that we might be ready to accompany the King at notice with greater difpatch. 

On Saturday 22d of September, the firk day of Bairam, or the greater Fafler 
feftival of the Mahometans, the King repaired to the mofque, whither the ornaments 
of greateft value which had been. removed had already been brought back, and where 
after prayers the King himfelf ferved out the pilio to the poor. 

On Sunday fome Armenian Chriftians, coming from Turkey, who had paffed through 
the Turkith army, brought account that the Serdar had received new orders from court, 
by which he was commanded to repair immediately to the afliftance of the Porte, about 
to be attacked in different quarters by the Chriftians; and that Erzerum, through which 
they had pafled, was. thronged by emigrants flying from. Trebifond in confequence of 
the ravages committed by the Coffacks on the fhores of the Black Sea. 

This news was verified on the return of Cafum Bey with the treaty of peace figned 
by the Serdar, who had {ent with him not only the fame ambaflador who had been 
twice before with the King, but alfo Gebegi Bafha, a perfon of great authority, 
colonel general of the gens d’armerie and artillery, who, with another of no leis 
refpectability among the Turks, was deputed to ratify the treaty. 

Upon the retreat of the Turks, which took place immediately, the King difbanded 
thofe of his troops which came from Mazanderan and the Turkmans, and on arrival of 
the laft ambailador publifhed his intention of leaving Ardebil for Cazvin; fo that 
many among us, and [ of the number, fet forward on the road, not being difpofed to 
fubjeét myfelf to the inconvenience naturally attendant on the march of the ordu or 
King’s camp. On the 22d Odober, therefore, I left Ardebil in the evening, merely 
to begin the journey, and after travelling half a league halted at a village called Tafk 
Kiefen, from the number of ftone-cutters by which it is inhabited, 

On the next day, after marching three leagues and a half, I ftopped at Tagi buyuc, 
a village at which I had refted on coming. ‘Yuefday I travelled five leagues, lodging 
in the village of Ghivi, atthe houfe of a very obliging and extremely: agreeable lady. 

A 2IN 2, OY . - Beyond 
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Beyond Ghivi the road to Cafvin divides, I took therefore a different one to which 
Icame, and after three leagues on Wednelday paffed the night in a town called Hoin. 
‘Thurfday we journeyed through a valley extremely well peopled throughout its whole 
extent, and arrived by night at a {mall city called Shial, five leagues from Hoin. 
Shial is built on the flope of a mountain, in the narrowelt part of the valley, above a 
{mall river which runs through it; it is, however, fo inconfiderable a place as hardly to 
deferve the title of a city. 

We advanced but three leagues in this valley on Friday, owing to our litter being 
overturned ; fortunately, however, without any injury either to Madame Maani or the 
camel which bore it ; taking up our abode at a caravanferai. On Saturday we con- 
tinned our courfe over a difagreeable road, no longer full of mud as that of the 
preceding day, but abounding in acclivitics, and after journeying almoft three leagues 
came to a village beyond the mountains, near which, owing to our camels being ex- 
tremely jaded, we refted for the night by the fide of a running ftream, where we faw a 
number of paftoral Turkmans with their flocks, frightened hither by the din of war 
from their province of Ghilan. ‘ 

On Sunday we merely completed the remainder of the three leagues of the previous 
day, flopping at the firft village we came to, in the territory of Taron, called Derram. 
The fucceeding day, while yet here, the King with the whole of the ordu paffed us, the 
greater part of the army continuing its route, but his Majefty remaining below the vil- 
Jarge ,under tents. On Tuefday the royal houfhold fet off rather late, we following 
it at a diftance, travelling for three leagues through a country abounding with cotton ; 
from Derram to Cafvin the fields being covered with fearcely any thing elfe. In the 
evening we pitched our tents on the margin of a {mall river, whofe courfe we had fol- 
lowed, keeping on its left fide the whole of this and part of the preceding day. We 
reached a village called Ibrahim Oba, or Abraham’s hut, on Wednefday 31ft of 
Oober, after having journeyed five leagues. 

As travelling along, accompanied by Tochta Bey, Imamculi Mirza, the King’s youngeft 
fon, who was greatly attached to me, inquired of my people with the baggage to whom 
the litter belonged, and learning it was mine, converfed for fome time with them feated on 
the ground, his led horfe with his Seizchané having fallen ill. While thus difcourfing 
with two of my men who {topped to anfwer his queftions, he faw a little bitch pafs by 
on one of our camels, which, however defpicable it would have been with us, in- Perfia 
ferved as a pet, and admired the animal eatremely ; finding, however, that his praifing 
her would not induce the fervants to have the civility of offering it, he even begged her 
of them; and on her being prefented, not knowing how otherwife to fecure it till he 
fhould overtake his baggage, upon his led horfe coming up he unfaftened his garters, 
and joing them together he tied one extremity round the neck of the bitch, and holding 
the other im his hand, led her along. é 

On Thurfday, the firft of November, we arrived at a fpot where the bridge whic 
formerly croffed the river being in ruins, we were obliged to ford it. It is the fame we 
paffed in gcing to Ardebil, in the valley of Perdelife, and is called Kizil Uzen, or red 
colour, from its flowing over red fand which communicates its colour fometimes to. the 
water. This river, to which feveral {maH ftreams are tributary, much increafed in 
volume, empties itfelf into the Cafpian Sea. 

In the evening, on account of my not being difpofed myfelf to ford this river with my 
baggage horfes, and making a long tour to pafs it over a bridge, it was late before } 
reached my people at a village called Kielle, or head, about half a league beyond the 
river, and four good leagues from our laft place of refting, 
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Friday, the 2d of November, after four leagues of road, we arrived at a {mall village 
of only four or five houfes, called Kara Tikian Corchi Bafha, or the black thorn of the 
Bafha of the Corchi, leaving before we came to it the river Shiahrud, which falls a 
little lower down into the Kizil Uzen, on the left; having all the while clofe on our 
right the mountains of Ghilan, which branch from Mount Taurus. : 

On Saturday we travelled fix leagues througi an extreme narrow valley very un+ 
pleafantly, on account of the numerous and crooked defiles we had to pafs, and our being 
frequently obliged to ford a fmall ftream which winds ona bed of rock and ftones. Late 
at night we pitched our tents in the neighbourhood of fome peafants’ huts, where we 
‘procured provifions and forage for our horfes. 

On Sunday, having cleared the defiles of the valley, we entered on a high and level 
country, and encamped below a village called Ramuthan, only three fhort leagues from 
Cafyin, where on Monday we arrived, but found the ftreets fo filthy in confequence of 
the heavy rains of the preceding night, that our horfes were up to their girths in mudi 
Notwithitanding the confequent condition of the country, the King, unwilling to turn 
the inhabitants out of their houfes, encamped his army on the wet ground, 

On Saturday, the 17th of November, the King, after having prévioufly given audience 
to the various ambafladors from Spain, Mogholiftan, and Mufcovy, received their prefents 
and given them grand entertainments in the Meidan or fquare at Cafvin, on which oc: 
cafion, it being by night, the fquare was illuminated with fuch a profufion of light as 
to make the night vie in fplendour with the day, he left Cafvin to pafs the winter in Fers 
habad, as is ufual with him. The nobles at court hereupon difperfed each hig way, 
excepting a few exprefsly appointed by the King to attend him. or my part, having 
caught a cold which brought on a lingering fever, not feeling any difpofition to revifit 
Ferhabad, and requiring the comforts of Hifpahan, I took leave of His Majefty to winter 
in the capital. . 

Before his departure, however, the King taking umbrage at the Mufcovite prefent, 
which among other things comprifed a large number of cafks of brandy, imagining that 
they tacitly thereby accufed him of drunkennefs, feat back the chief to the ambafladors, 
telling them at the fame time that for his part he had not occafion for fo much, and that 
as he knew they were ufed to drink deep he was unwilling to deprive them of what he 
was aware was fo gratifying to themfelves. 

On Tuelday, the 20th of November, I departed from Cafvin for Hifpahan by the 
direé&t road, which was different to that by which I travelled to Ferhabad, and as I was 
too weak to undertake the journey on horfeback, I went in the litter.. 

We pitched our tents the firft night about three leagues and a half from Cafvin, near 
a village in ruins on the road. Wednefday, a little before dawn in the morning, as we 
were loading our harfes, I {aw for the firft time a comet, the largeft of the two which 
have been vifible for two months back. Its form was that of a {cymitar. 

"This day we travelled feven leagues, and arrived early in the evening ata village 
called Ara Sengh, were we paffed the night, and were joined by Father Melchior des 
Anges, prior of the Auguflin convent, who had pafled us in the morning on his way 
to Ferhabad, on bufinefs with the King refpe@ting encroachments .on the part of the 
governors of the provinces bordering on Ormus, and who receiving a courier fhortly 
after he paffed us, by which the King had fent orders to thefe governors to defift, and 
intimated his intention of examining the affair himfelf on his return to Hilpahan, which 
would fhortly take place; the good Father trod back his fteps. His company and. that 
of his companions fo much raifed my fpirits, and I found myfelf fo much better, that I 
began to mount my horfe again. a 
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On Thurfday we rode fix leagues, and refled at night at a caravanferai in midft of a 
wild uninhabited country. 

We travelled eight leagues on Friday, and arrived at night at a {mall city called Sava. 
On Saturday, after fording the river called by the name of the city, we lodged ata 
caravanterai in a defart country called Geuher-abad, five leagues from the place at which 
we laft refted. 

On Sunday night, five leagues beyond, we halted at a caravanferai in the city of Com, 
which the author of the Geographical Epitome (Ferrari) maintains was anciently called 
Choana, and is a city of Media. Tam alfo of his opinion, and believe Media to extend 
farther, and even to comprife Cafhan, more towards the fouih, and extend to certain 
mountains which apparently are its boundaries, although the inhabitants of the country 
place them in Irak. 

Com is a city of middling fize, inferior in population and the number of its houfes to 
Cafhan, but much fuperior in point of elegance and fituation. We entered th 
a handfome ftone bridge, which generally is finall, but very wide when fwollen by the 
rains defcending from the mountain. Near the bridge is a handfome mo'que;_ its 
ftrects and bazars are good ; its fquare large and very fpacious, although not of a regular 
or proportionate figure; in fhort, the whole city appeared to me commodious and 
handfome. 

We remained in this city the whole of Monday to reft our beats, and finding my- 
felf much better I indulged myfelf with melons and cucumbers, which here are excellent. 
On Tuelday we travelled four leagues only, and pailed the night at a wretched cara- 
vanferai, dependant on a village called Sifin. Qn Wednefday night we reached Cafhan 
feven leagues from Sifin. On the road I was much inconvenienced by the cold and 
violence of the wind, notwithftanding the fur drefles I wore. Here we took up our 
abode at the King’s caravanferai, fituated in the fuburbs of the city, 

Sunday, Father Melchior being fummoned to Ferhabad by the ambaffador, 
he towards that place and I for Hifpahan, travelling by night fix leagues, 
two hours before dawn at acaravanferai called Kogia Cafum Natanzi. 

Monday night we journeyed eight leagues ; refting in the morning at a caravanferai 
in the neighbourhood of the royal garden called Tegiabad. Thence, the next night, to 
the caravanferai Lala Bey, eight Icagues; and on Wednefday night, after the like dif- 
tance, came to a town called Berian, only one league from Hifpahan. Here I took 
repofe for a while, fending forward to advife of my arrival, that the King’s officers 
might appoint me a refidence, that which I before had being occupied by the Spanifh 
ambaflador. 

‘The houfe we were to dwell in being rcady, I repaired to it on Saturday the 8th of 
December, when, taking to my bed, I was contined to the 16th, recovering my ftrength 
afterwards by degrees, fo that with the new ycar of 1619 I found mytelf in good {pirits 
and health. 

In this interval the Armenian Chriftians of Chiolfa repaired to Ferhabad to make 
certain prefents to the King ; he, as they had been given to underftand, being difpleafed 
at the length of time fince they had made their laft. One of thefe, on his return on the 
13th of February, informed me that at prefent Ferhabad contains 40,000 houfes belonging 
to Armenians, 12,000 to Georgians, 7,000 to Jews and to Mahometans from the pro- 
vinces of Shirwan, Ghilan and other countries, 2 5,000, and thefe exclufive of thofe 
inhabited by the attendants of His Majefty and perfons belonging to the court. 1 
mention this that you may form an idea of the brilliant beginning of this city, founded 
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by force, and fome computation of its probable extent fhould it flourifh, which is 
problematic after the death of Shah Abbas. y 

With the relation of two curious matters I fhall conclude my long letter. The one, 
that although [ have but feven women fervants and fome few men, we {peak with cor- 
re€inefs in our houfe ten different languages. I fay fo many are fpoken perfeétly feparate 
from feveral others with which we are partially acquainted. The languages fpoken are 
the Latin, Italian, French, Spanifh, modern Greek, the Turkifh, Arabic, Perfian, 
Georgian, and Armenian. I confefs, however, that I alone am miafter of the Latin, 
French, Italian, and Spanifh ; but feveral {peak the fix others, and not one of my people 
is there but underftands at leaft three or four. 1 myfelf comprehend, in meafure, the 
whole, except the Georgian and Armenian, of either of which have little knowledge. 
The other curious matter, which relates to furgery or natural hiftory, and what I cer- 
tainly ought not to omit mentioning, is the punifbment infliGted on fuch as commit rapes 
or fodomy, which is fimilar to that ufed in ancient times in Egypt, according to 
Diodorus Siculus, and confifts in the amputation of the offending,parts. Strange as this 
operation, the culprit never dies in confequence, but is cured fpeedily by the application 
of afhes alone. . 

The Vizier of Mazanderan, who was my mchimandar at Ferhabad, underwent this- 
chatifement moft wrongfully, as he protefted to me. The King being informed that 
he had carried off a young boy from a certain part of which he was governor, in order 
to fet an example to his other minifters and governors, fentenced him to undergo the 
Jaw, which took place and left him deprived of manhood. A young wife he had was 
fo much chagrined on the occafion, that fhe left his haram in fearch of another more 
ufeful companion, but one of more mature years compenfated for her lofs by her unre« 
mitted fidelity and kindnefs to him. 

Soon, however, as the knife had done its office, it was difcovered that he had been. 
falfely accufed ; in confequence of which the King was greatly hurt, and ordered the 
tendereft care to be had of him, that he fhould have afhes applied, and be kept in a dark 
apartment for feveral days. At length he recovered his ftrength, but not what he had. 
Joft. This fame vizier, while I was at Eferef, fentenced to a fimilar punifhment a young 
man who was one of his domeftics, and charged with having violated a fingle woman. 
What is remarkable, when this operation is effected on grown-up perfons, it does -not. 
caufe them to lofe their beard. 


Hifpahan, 22d April, 1619. 

Axour to clofe my letter, it has occurred to me that I ought to inform you of a mat- 
ter I have omitted. The Perfians obferve no order in fighting ; the different khans, 
fultans, or captains, appointed by the King or the generaliffimo, mixing their fuzileers with: + 
their bowmen and fuch as fight with lances indifcriminately. And fairly may we fay of 
the Perfian archers, that they retreat rather than run away ; for, Gmilar to their ancef 
tors, the Parthians, they turn their back to the enemy as they draw the bow to fhoot 
with greater power, the fuzileers copying them, after having fired their piece. 

In their march they keep no ranks, but each goesas he pleafes, uniting in a body only 
when in fulpe&ted places, or in the neighbourhood of the enemy’s army. The baggage 
and the women are placed in the rear when nigh the foe on advancing, and on retreat 
precede the army. 

Ihave in my garden here among other articles fome yellow jeflamine, the leaves of 
which are larger and thicker than thofe of our common jeflamine, in other refpetts the 
plant isthe fame. Iam uncertainif this be or not a curious thing in Italy ; if you ene 

think. 


95: PIETRO DELLE VALLE’S TRAVELS IN PERSIA. 


think it fo, I will forward you fome of the feed ina letter. Yellow rofes are alfo fre- 
quent in all the*gardens of Hifpahan, fimilar in their leaves and fhape of the flower to 
common ‘rofes, but differing in fragrance, the fmell of them being far from pleafant. 


LETTER VI. 


THIS letter ‘being chiefly filled with a defcription of the triumphal entry of Shah 
Abbas the Great into Hifpahan, of the fplendid entertainments given by him to the 
various ambafladors at his court, and matters relating rather to hiftory than an account 
of travels, is fuppreffed. 


LETTER VI. 


IN this the author gives the propofals of Spain for a traffic in filk with Perfia, and a 
portrait of Madame Maani, two matters which, as uninterefting to the reader, are 
paffed over. 


LETTER VIII 


Hifpaban, 4th April, 1620. 

IN the middle of November laft I changed my abode, a matter which is common 
with the King’s guefts, as fuits their convenience or occurrences ; the houfe in which 
i dwelt before not belonging to the King, but being rented by him, the owner wifhed 
to repoffefs it, and as two houfes in the neighbourhood of where { formerly lived had been 
vacated by the Spanifh ambaffador, Iagreed with the mehimandar to remove to one of 
them, in which I am now. 

On the 21ft of November I was witnefs to a circumftance here as extraordinary as it 
was inhuman. Certain differences arifing among the Jews of Hifpahan, they accufed 
each other before the King. In particular, three Rabbins were falfely charged with being 
addiéted to magic and other flagrant crimes, one of them being faid to poffefs a letter 
which, on any one reading, either by virtue of poifon or witchcraft, caufed his death. 
Whether the inculpations were merited or not, judging by the event they fhould 
have had foundation, as the culprits were ordered for execution; the fentence of the 
King being, that they fhould be expofed to dogs, kept by him purpofely for de- 
vouring criminals of this defcription and nation, held in contempt by the Mahome- 
tans, and treated as infidels. His Majefty, however, propofed to them the ufual alterna- 
tive of becoming Muffulmen, after the furious animals were brought into the fquare. 
Except one, the reft were fo much intimidated that they readily accepted the koran; Aba, 
for that was the name of the one conftant in his religion, braved death in preference to 
apoftacy, and was torn in pieces by the furicus beafts, invoking to the laft, in his 
agonies, the name of God and the founder of his law. 

In order to difplay the difference which exifts between the violent and barbarous govern- 
ment of this country and that more mild and civilized under which we live in Europe, 
Tthall relate an incident which occurred at court towards the clofe of laft December. 

Lala Bey *, the King’s treafurer, his firft minifter and intendant over all matters 
relative to merchandife, attending him one day at his levér, on account of having 


© The ftory of Ali Bey of the Aschbifhop of Cambray, in the fables compofed by him for the ufe of 
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neglected to forward certain affairs with which he was entrufted, and having failed in’ 
attention to His Majefty’s orders, the King was fo highly enraged as to ftrike him with 
a {tick which he had in his hand, and not content with this, direéted the porters to 
beat him, which they did fo unmercifully as to leave him for dead. Abbas, not willing, 
however, to lofea man who was fo neceffary to him, caufed him to be taken up and car- 
ried home, whither he fent his own phyficians, with attendants, ordered to keep watch 
over him conftantly, that he might not, in defpair, commit any violence on himfelf. 
Shortly after, on his being cured of his bruifes, he was taken into perfect favour with 
the King, and ferved him afterwards conftantly with fidelity, forgiving and forgetting 
the difgrace to which he had been expofed. This man is of mean origin, a Curd by 
birth, and was'fo poor when taken into the fervice of the Shah, that the thread-bare 
drefs he wore formed all his fortune. ‘his, however, he preferves with the utmoft 
care, that it may conftantly remind him of his priftine ftate. At prefent he is extremely 
rich and powerful, and when told by the courtiers around him, that the King may fome 
day call him to account, his anfwer is, ‘ he knows nothing of accounts, and has none 
to render to the King ; that all that he poffeffes has been derived from the employments 
with which His Majefty has honoured him, and all confequently belongs to his matter. 
The Shah,” adds he, “ may take the whole when he will, and leave me again to refume . 
the humble habit I {till keep by me, and which I formerly wore.’ Thus does he turn 
the {neers of the courtiers into ridicule, while the King has implicit confidence in him, 
which he is reputed honeftly to deférve. 

The Mahometans in Perfia celebrated, on the 15th of February, a feftival, called 
Isfend, from the name of a plant which makes its appearance the firft of any, and is 
confidered the harbinger of fpring. This feftival is not appointed by the lunar but the 
folar year, on the day when the {fun enters the twenty-fifth degrce of Aquarius, ‘ 

And now, as for what regards me individually, I have again changed my place of 
abode, being diffatisfied with the houfe in which I paffed the fpring, on account of its 
being gloomy and dull; and rather than be fubjett to change continually, to which the 
guefts of His Majefty are liable, I have hired one, with which I am greatly pleafed, for as 
long a time as I choofe to keep it. This houfe is handfome, cheerful, well planned in 
point of convenience, and has attached to ita beautiful garden, through which flows 
a running {tream which fupplies a refervoir in the audience chamber. The garden has 
a raifed efplanade of a bow fhot in length, built very neatly of brick, where I walk to 
ftudy, as I prefer the open air to the houfe. The houfe, moreover, has an interior 
apartment in the fhape of a crofs, formed by four handfome rooms, furmounted by a 
high and noble dome, by which the light is admitted, fo that the rays of the fun penetrate 
but obliquely, and do not reach below. The Paromilades, which I take to be the 
people of the prefent Zabeliftaun at the extremity of this empire, according to Diodorus, 
were accuftomed to build their houfes in this manner ; that is to fay, with arched 
domes, with only one hole in the middle of the dome as a paffage for the fmoke and 
entrance for the light. The Perfians of the prefent day build moft of their houfes in 
this manner. On the roofs are terraces, affording profpetts of the country without 
expofure to any one, In fhort, I am delighted with my new acquifition. The garden 
is full of trees, {ome planted for the fake of their foliage, others for their fruit, of lowers 
and plants to pleafe the fenfes and ferve as well for food. 

With this I thall finith my letter, faluting you cordially and all our mutual friends, 
wifhing you health and profperity. 
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: ‘THESE. letters fimply comprife a hiftory of the politics and events of the times, col- 
le€ted in various records, or matters merely perfonal to the author. 


LETTER XIIL. 
THIS is replete wholly with a panegyric on Shah Abbas the Great. 


LETTER XIV. 
From Hifpaban, 24th Sept. 1621. 

I MAY fay with St. Jerome, that my wifhes are completed finice I have received your 
letter of the 27th of Nov. 1620, which to me has been a moft refrefhing beverage after 
two years of thirft. As for the drugs and medicaments of which your fiiend complains that 
Tam filent, it aftonifhes me, as I have repeatedly written to him that no one here knows 
any thing of Amomum, not even in Media whereit is reputed to grow. As for Hama- 
ma, the druggifts are ignorant of the plant, and fell nothing that bears fimilitude to it 
in name but a certain feed of which I fent you a fpecimen from Bagdad, in 1616, together 
with thofe of other drugs, without ever receiving any mention of them from you in 
return. I have likewife fent to our friend Horace a fmall bag of the flowers of the bid- 
mufk or the mufk-tree, as common in Perfia as it js rare in Europe, the appellation of 
which is given on account ofits fragrant, mufk-like flavour. I fend him the ripe flowers 
on account of the grain being fo very light and delicate asto be difficult of prefervation 
when feparated from its envelope. I kifs your hands. 


LETTER XV. 
Shiraz, 21/t OGober 1621. 

AFTER repofing a while from the fatigue incident on the journey to this place, 
where we obtained a reception from the Englith in their factory, I cannot refrain from 
prefenting my refpects, and imparting to you the curiofities which we noticed on our 
way hither from Hifpahan. I thall, therefore, premife what I have to fay with inform. 
ing you, that, having fome time before taken my leave of His Majefty, I could not pre- 
fume to, appear. in any public place while he was prefent, and had no further bufinefs 
there than to prepare for my travels. 

On Friday, therefore, the 1ft of O&tober, our baggage and cattle being gone before, 
and awaiting us on the high-road to Shiraz, fhaded bytrees without the gates.of the city, 
we proceeded to join them, after taking leave of our friends ; and that night travelled 
four leagues, {topping at a town or caftlecalled Huffeinabad, where we meg with indifferent 
fare. When the places at which we fhould {top might not be comfortable, we propofed 
fleeping under our tents in the open country. We had likewife provided necellary dreffes 
for our horfes, after the fafhion of thofe ufed in the King’s camp; which, as I do not 
recolleé&t ever to have mentioned, I fhall take this occafion of defcribing.. : 

‘The horfes are conftantly kept expofed to the open air, as well by night as by day, 
provided, however, againft the weather, and particularly in winter, not only by a cloth 
as with us, but alfo by an over-cloth, which is thick and made of hair, called a thawl, 
which keeps them warm, and preferves them from the air, rain, and even fnow, fhould 
it chance to fall. They fet apart a {pace of tolerable large fize proportionate to the 
number of horfes, which they broom and clean very neatly. In this they are tied one by 
the fide of the other, in the fame manner as we are wont in our ftables, to a rope of fuf« 
cient length, faftened tight to two ftakes of iron at each end, driven fome depth into 
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the ground, leaving the halter by, which they are tied of fufficient length to allow them 
the liberty of moving in freedom. To keep them quiet, and prevent their committing 
any violence, they are faftened by the two hind feet to accord, which divides into two 
branches, with a nook at each end for the infertion of the feet, of fafficient length to 
allow of their laying down and ftanding at eafe. This method they always follow in 
their {lables at home alfo ; and is of fuch ancient practice as to have exifted in the time 
of Cyrus, according to Xenophon. Inftcad of making a bed of ftraw for them, they 
fift fand or duft. They are not fuffered to feed from the ground, the cuftom of keep. 
ing their neck continually bent making, them heavy-headed, but they put their feed in 
a large bag, which is faftened to the neck of each horfe, as is done by our carmen and 
coachmen at Rome. ‘The food they give them in this bag confilts of corn, bran, and 
chopped ftraw ; the corn is barley, as no oats grow in Perfia: in May they feed them 
on grafts and green barley. They are remarkable in this country for a ufage uncommon 
with us, but which it might be well to follow. The firft quettion afked on buying a 
horfe of any one is, the quantity of food it has been accuftomed to 3 and. the reafon 
they give is, ‘that if they were to exceed the proper quantity, which is in proportion te 
its fize aud condition, it would create humours, fwollen legs, and render the animal, 
unferviceab!e. When worked, they augment the portion given at other times. The 
Perfians differ from us likewife in this particular : they ufe the fame kind of bit for all 
their horfes alike 5. it is a kind of baftard fnaffle, and’ the only difference between ‘one 
another is in its fize, which is fuited to the mouth of the horfe. They make ufe of no 
curb, but wich the fimple fnatlle break in and manage their animais with the greateft 
dexterity, even in full gallop on the moft flippery ground, and defcending the itecpeft 

. precipices without fear of their ftumbling ; taking no pains as we do to make them hold 
their head ere¢t with their neck arched like the rainbow. 

The natural fwiftnefs of the horfes of this country, and their finall doeclike head, 
ftand in licu of all the leffons of the riding-fchool. “To make them go, neither fwitch 
nor {pur is neceffary ; inftead of thefe every horfeman is provided with a whip, much 
fmaller than thofe ufed by poftillions with us, and made of twilted cord of parchment 
with a filk lafh at the end; with which upon their touching them behind, they dart 
forward with as much celerity as if you drew blood with a {pur: fome perfons, indeed, 
fix a {mall fharp piece of iron in the heel of the boot, but all are perfe@ly free from the 
incumbrances with which our+feet are loaded to faften on the {pur The faddles are 
of the Turkifh or Arabian fathion, of wood covered with leather or velvet without any 
fluffing, and are confequently very hard and unpleafant. Thefe faddles are, however, 
ufed only by a certain few, confifting of old people and perfons attached to ancient 
modes. The cavaliy ufe the faddles common to the Ufbeck Tatars, as being 
more commodious. Thefe are covered with a good pad, and made in-a fanciful’ 
manner, very high in front and behind, fo that the rider may turn with great fwiftnefs 
without any danger of being unfaddled. They have, moreover, the advantage of being 
much lighter, neater, and not near fo awkward'as ours. Perfia abounds fo plenteoufly 
in horfes, that the beft I had, and which I ufed asa war horfe, coft no more than thirty 
fequins (151. fterling), faddle and bridle included : another, I gave feven fequins for it 
in the market at Hifpahan, and it ferved me in the regiment for more than a year, after 
which I made prefent of it to my brother-in-law, who took it with him to Bagdad. 
Although thefe horfes coft little, they are fo excellent that Iam entirely weaned from 
my pattialicy for thofe of Naples or Rome. There are few among them very high 
or very ftrong, and ftill fewer race-horfes, as they are not folicitous of increafing the 
breed of thefe, principally confining themfelves to the ufeful breed, full of {pirit, 
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capable of bearing fatigue, and fit for the faddle. They have among them fome trained 
to canter, the nolttils of which are very wide to facilitate refpiration ; thefe will keep 
continually the fame pace for feven or eight leagues at a ftretch, without fatiguing the 
rider in the flighteft degree. A trained horfe of this defcription cofts from eighteen 
to twenty fequins. ; 

On Saturday evening, 2d Odober, after refting below the village of Huffeinabad, the 
moon being up, we continued our journey, bending our courfe directly fouth, and on 
Sunday by day-break, after travelling five or fix leagues in the night, we ftopt at a 
caravanferai near a village called Mehiar. Two hours after funfet we fet off, accom- 
panied by Ghulamali, a Mahometan courier in the fervice of the Portugueze, who over- 
took us on the road, going exprefs from our monks to Ormus, and was directed to ferve 
me as a guide ; and after five or fix leagues, the fun being rifen to fome height, we 
halted at the carayanferai of a large town called Comfhé, till three hours after night- 
fall, when we departed. On Tuefday, journeying eight leagues by moon-light, we relted 
in a garden in the midft of a town with a caitle called Amicnabad. Soon as the moon 
rofe on the following night we mounted our horfes anew, travelling this day no more 
than four leagues on account of there being no place where we could halt, except at a 
great diftance from the village at which we topped, called Izdkaft, (or God’s will.) , 
"This village or town is fituated in the opening of a fmall mountain, in a low and con- 
fined fituation, inclofed by rocks on the weft and north, and expofed to the eaft and 
fouth winds. We refumed our progrefs at the clofe of day, and after eight leagues 
difmounted at the village of Dehighirdu, or the village of walnut-trees ; fo named from 
the abundance of them about the place. Here, under the fhade of four large trees in 
the midft of the court of the caravanferai, we fpent the day. After fupping, we went 
no more than two leagues to the town of Kufkizer, at which we arrived on Friday 
morning, a little before dawn. Here we faw a number of houfes inhabited by Georgians 
and Circaffians, fent hither by the reigning fovereign, in addition to thofe belonging to 
the natives of the province. Ata league beyond this town we crofled a handfome 
bridge over a fimail river, which bears the name of the laft town. The Perfians and 
Turks call certain open buildings ereéted in a garden or on an eminent fituation, Koutk, 
or Kiofck, from one of which this town takes its name, Kutkizer, fignifying the golden 
Kiosk. Our place of reft on Saturday morning was at the village of Afbas, at the foot 
of a mountain, near a rivulet which falls from its fides. On this mountain is a large 
garden furrounded by walls and planted thick with poplars. Near the fame village is a 
caftle built on an eminence furrounded by two inclofures of walls, the one at the fum- 
mit, the other at the foot of the hill. Thefe walls, fimple curtains joined to outworks 
by lines of communication of no great ftrength, and moftly in ruins, ‘The ditches are 
fall of water, and their banks covered with large willows, which form a handfome 
crown for the caftle, and ferve to give fhade to ‘the plain, in which are a number of 
Circaffian and Georgian dwellings, as well here as in all the neighbouring towns. 

We left the village of Afbas three hours after night had aflumed its reign, and 
travelling four leagues reached a caravanferai, not yet wholly completed, in a town 
called Ugian, the revenue of which is fet apart for the maintenance of the fepulchre. of 
an ancient Prince of the Blood Royal, called Seid Ahmed, who died as he. was paffing 
through this place. This Prince was a fon of Shah Sofi; he founded a perpetual 
eftablifhment for travellers, who are received and maintained here gratuitoufly. 
Here we were ferved with en excellent foup, anda fowl cooked in a much better 
manner than at Ardebil. Ugian is called by the inhabitants Ardebil the Lefs, The 
building is a fhort diftance from the village, and has a garden walled-in for the 
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benefit of the guardians of the tomb; the caravanferai is in the middle between the 
village and the fepulchre, which is not fuperb, confifting only of a fmall dome railed on 
pillars, and fome other pieces of architecture, Hence we did not depart till midnight, 
waiting for the moon rifing to have light on our way through the mountains, which 
was difficult and dangerous. By favour of the moon we traverfed the remainder of the 
plain and paffed the mountain, in doing which we were frequently obliged to difmount. 
By dawn of day we reached its oppofite foot, in a fpot venerable among the Mahometans 
as the place of fepulture of their Imauns, called Imaunzadé [mail ; after which we 
entered a narrow valley three or four leagues in length, inclofed by mountains, and 
having completed altogether fix or feven leagues, arrived in the afternoon at a latge 
town called Mayin, inhabited by Circaffians and natives of the country. Here, how- 
ever, finding only afinall ruinated caravanferai full of people, we were obliged to pafs 
on and encamp in a plain near a large garden. On our road. over the mountain and 
through the plains I remarked a number of piftachio-trees, which I had miftaken for 
turpentinc-trees. ‘hey are called by the Arabs batom ; by the Turks chiaclacuchi. I 
diftinguifhed likewife other plants, which from their roots fend up a number of green, 
long and feparate thoots, ftronger and more ftiff than the rufhes of which we make 
mats, and which produce a kind of bitter almond. The almonds, however, I did not 
fee, as it was not their fruiting feafon. ‘The following night we rofe with the moon a 
little before day, and continued our journey by a conftant and almoft imperceptible 
afcent for three leagues, attaining at length the fummit of a plain by half an hour after 
noon, and reaching the banks of a river which flows from north to fouth, over which is 
a bridge of brick, which, notwithftanding it be old, and the parapets at its fides ina 
ftate of decay, is yet call Puli New, or New Bridge. This river is called Kur, retaining 
to our days thus the name of Cyrus, which is Kur with a Latin termination, On the 
banks of this river was it, according to Strabo, that Cyrus, when an infant, was expofed, 
and received his name from the place where he was left, rather than that where he 
was born, which was at Agradat. After pafling the Kur, (which there is no doubt 
is the fame as the Araxis mentioned by Diodorus and Quintus Curtius, fince it flows 
near Perfepolis, that there is none other deferving of the name of river, and that 
‘Araxis, in the ancient language of the country fignified the river ; fo, perhaps, ftyled 
by way of eminence,) we refted at a houfe by itfelf, inhabited by a family which receives 
paflengers. Bzfore we croffed the bridge we perceived on the eaftern bank, oppofite 
to us, two large rocks, on the fummit of which formerly were two caftles built of the 
ftone hewn from their bafcs, the neareft of which to the bridge was called Calaai Sakt 
(the ftrong caftle), the other Calaat Shekifkté (the ruined caftle). ‘The banks of the river 
are covered with certain trees refembling our juniper, a fort of cedar of Lebanon, but 
{maller, called by the Perfians ghiz, the wood of which is very handfome ; as, however, 
thefe trees grow to no fize in this country, it is not adapted for any large cabinet-work, 
and ferves only for gunftocks. Quintus Curiius, indeed, relates that the palace of Perfe- 
polis was built of cedar, and on that account was fo foon confumed when fet on fire 
by Alexander ; which if the cafe, Perfia muft then have produced cedars of large fize : 
fuch, however, grow there no more. ‘The remainder of the day we paffed under the 
“fhade of thefe trees, and the following night in the houfe. The next day at dawn, the 
13th of Oober, leaving the high road to Shiraz, we repaffed the Puli new, and followed 
the courfe of the river towards tho’e famous ruins called Chehil minar or the forty 
columns, the illuftrious remains of the ancient Perfepolis, which I fo ardently and fo 
long had wifhed to fee, and to reach which required but little divergency from our 
road towards the eaft, After proceeding for four leagues in this direction, and pafling 
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a fmall river called Peleyar, which flows from north to fouth, and which empties itfelf 
into the-Kur, firft watering one of the moft- beautiful and fertile countries in Perfia, and 
worthy of the large and flourifhing city it formerly contained, we arrived on the {pot at 
two-o’clock in the afternoon, where we pitched our tents on the margin of a rivulet, 
refolved to take a minute furvey of the curiofities it offered. : 

Perfepolis, a city celebrated in facred and profane hiftory, was likewife called Ely- 
mais, as we are told in Scripture, in the fixth chapter of the firft book of the Macha- 
bees, and the ninth chapter, book fecond, where it is defcribed under both names. 
Soine, indeed, contend that Shiraz, the capital of Perfia Proper; or Farfiftan, is the 
fame with Perfepolis, but certainly fuch are in error, Shiraz not being a city of ancient 
foundation, and, mereover, being ten parafangs or leagues diftant from thefe ruins, in 
a fouth weftern dire€tion, which indifputably was the fite of that ancient city. Their 
pofition isin a beautiful and wide-extending plain of'a round figure, encircled almoft on 
every fide by fmall hills in form’of an amphitheatre, the diameter of which may be 
about four leagues. At the extremity of this plain, which we crofféd from the eaft, 
the ruins are difcernible, at the foot of the mountain on which according to Diodorus 
the Royal Palace‘of Cyrus was built, with this exception, that Diodorus ftateé it to have 
been built at four plethres (four hundred feet according to fome) from the mountain, 
whereas the ruins are immediately contiguous to its bafe. The term Minar applied to 
thefe ruins by the Perfians is from the refemblance of the columns to certain towers of 
that name, whence in Mahometan cities the hour is called to fummon the people to 
prayers ; the term chehil meaning forty, which was, no doubt, the number of the 
columns ftanding ‘at the time the appellation was originally given. ‘Thefe ruins front 
the plain towards the weft, and have at the back of them the mountain towards the 
ealt, From the remains it is impoflible to comprehend what was the form or extent of 

ithe building, -as well on account of its ruinated ftase as the deftitution on the part of 
the inhabitants of the neighbourhood of any hiftory which might throw light in paft 
times, It might have been either a temple or a palace; but 1 am rather induced to 
conjecture it to have been a temple. I fhall, however, give as good a defcription of it - 
as I can, and affign the reafons for my opinion. \ 

At the foot af the mountain, called by the inhabitants of the country Cuh i rahmet, 
or the Mountain of Mercy, and by the ancients, according to Diodorus, the Royal’ 
Mountain, turning your back on the plain and the weft, and fronting the mountain and 
the eaft, you fee before you two large marble ftaircafes, one of which fronts the fouth, 
the oppofite one the north, both exactly fimilar. 'Thefe ftaircafes are thirty feet wide, and 
fteep after the manner of the Perfians ; the wall for the fupport of them terminating 
in a point, and rifing a foot above each flair. Each ftair is a foot and a.half broad, and 
three or four fingers’ breadth in height ; feventeen of them alone are fingle blocks. 
Each ftaircafe has two flights, the one higher and broader than the other ; the fecond 
flight of that which fronts the fouth facing the north, and that of its oppofite the reverfe ; 
and thefe two upper flights are uncovered and feparated from each other by a wall of 
large ftones, which fupports both the one and the other. In one of the firft flights 
there might be about filty-three fteps; I fay about, for being broken it was impoflible 
to count them exadtly. At the fummit of this flight is a large landing-place, fquare and 
proportioned in fize to the faircafe ; this, with the walls and the whole of the edifice, is 
of large blocks, hard and well polifhed, and calculated, as Diodorus obferves, to laft 
forever. It appeared to me, however, to be rather built of ftained marble than 
white ; although that of the ftairs approached very nearly to black. In the fecond” 
flight I reckoned about forty-eight ftairs, and at the top I came to a kind of large even 
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{quare, in the midft-of which I perceived the ruins of a building. I was unable to 
comprehend whether or not this was a grand and fuperb corridore, with a,porch or 
veftibule leading to fome other apartment of this edifice, as there was no veftige of any 
fuch remaining. ‘The firft objects which prefented themfelves were two monfters with the 
body of a horie, and the head of a man. The body was, as it were, barbed over with 
mail, like the flat heads of large nails, reprefenting the armour of iron plates related by 
Quintus Curtius to have been worn by the horfes in the army of Darius. ‘lhe head, 
from which depended a large beard and long hair, was covered with a handfome round 
cap with a flat top to it, furmounted by a large round ball. ‘Thefe animals had wings 
refembling thofe given to griffins, and their faces were turned towards the top of the 
ftairs. On their {houlders they upheld a large ftone wall; as thick-as the breadth of 
their back allowed, fo that thefe monfters were mer¢ly the fupporters of two walls, on 
the top of which whether there were any other figures or pieces of architeCture I could 
not diftinguifh. ‘Ihe fize of thefe montters was proportionate to their bafe, which was 
twenty-eight of my feet, and the diftance from each other lefs than the length of that bafe. 
Behind thefe were four ftraight columns oppofite to each other, of fimilar proportions 
and at equal diftance, two by two, the fame as the monfters ; two of which remain ftand- 
ing, and two proftrate on the ground. Beyond thefe columns are two other monfters 
fimilarly difpofed to the former, but with a varying afpect, their looks being direéted to 
the mountain and their backs towards the columns, enclofed as it were by the four 
monfters; whence one may readily conjeéture, that this was the fite of the building 
fupported by thefe four monfters, two at each extremity, and the four columns in the 
middle. Neverthelefs there is no mark of there having ever been any ftory above, 
or even any covering. ‘The fquare or expanfe in midft of which thefe moniters are 
placed is very extenfive, and terminates with the mountain, fo that as it could fpread no 
farther towards the eat, the remainder of the building ftretches towards the fouth in 
manner following : From the middle of this large place going to the fouth, I difeovered 
on the left a large {quare refervoir of marble even with the floor, which poffibly ferved 
to hold water to wath with, each fide of it was about twenty-four feet long, two palms 
in thicknefs, and feven feet in depth. Farther on, I came to another double ftaireafe, 
likewife of marble, by which you afcended from eaft to weft, and from welt to caft, each 
of them of thirty-one fteps, not quite fo large but little fmaller than the firft. ‘This 
double {taircafe is in the middle of the front of an interior apartment of greater extent 
than the ftaircafe, fo that there is a confiderable vacancy beyond at the foot of the ftairs 
along the wall, which ferves for their fupport. In this fpace, which by a divifion is 
{eparated into two rows, one above the other, on both fides are feveral figures in pro- 
ceflion, all of them having their faces directed towards the flairs, as “if about to afcend 
and enter the houfe. Before the double ftaircafe, in a large fpace, which feems a frontif- 
piece worked between the two ftaircafes, were other figures in relief, of much greater 
fize, confufedly grouped together without divilion. Time, which fpares nothing, had 
jevelled with the ground, and prevented all refearch into, what they could have been. 
I was alfo at lofs to comprehend what was reprefented by the proceffion of the other 
figures, but concefred them meant to pourtray the pomp of a facrifice, (particularly 
thould this fuperb edifice, as I conjeture, have been a temple,) the fuite of a triumph, 
or a King defirous of fhewing himfelf with magnificence, as Kenophon deferibes Cyrus 
to have done at his departure, or: poflibly the order and pageantry ufed in making pre- 
fents, as mentioned by Elian to have been anciently the practice, and as is the cuflom 
how. Whichfoever it may be, the figures are ranged in this manner at the two extres 
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_ of atarge lion tearing to pieces another great animal, which on one fide is a unicorn, 
and on the other a wild goat, if my memory ferve me truly. Near the lion is a long 
infcription, which fills the whole fpace of the wall from the greateft height of thele 

. figures to the bottom; as, however, the charaéters are utterly unknown, no one has 
been-able to tell the language in which they were written. All that I can fay, is, that 
they are of prodigious fize, not joined together to forma word, but feparate ike the 
Hebrew characters, and farther apart, which makes me conceive that each character is 
a diftin@ word. Ihave copied from among them, five of thofe which moft fre- 

_ quently occur in the beft manner I was able. As, however, the lines were completely 

filled, I was unable to afcertain whether they were written from right to left after the 
eaftern manner, or the contrary as we are wont. The five characters which I copied 
are thus formed. 

The fecond is compofed of four figures of fimilar fhape, wedge formed or pyramidal, 
three of them perpendicular with the point downwards, and the fourth beneath them 
horizontal : I am induced to believe they were read from left to right, after our manner 
from the bafe being at the left, the point towards the right, and the point always being 
downwards; the fame appears in the fourth character, compofed of a fingle pyramidal 
figure floping from left to right, and likewife in the fmall wedge-like figure in the 
middle of the third chara@ter. If it be obje€ted that the pyramidal figure may begin 
from the point and not the bafe, in anfwer it may be affumed, that if fo, the poirit fhould 
begin at the top,-and not the bafe as is the cafe in every inftance; fince in all characters 

their beginning, the head, is univerfally from the upper and not the lower part. Thefe, 
however, are merely conjectures of mine, which poflibly may be wrong. 1 have further 
remarked, that all thefe charaéters are compofed of the fame wedge-like figures, and 
angular ones of a much fmaller fize, and that the number and pofition of thefe alone 
conttitute the diverfity of the letters. After this infcription the perverfion of the fmall 
figures in relievo fucceeds, fome of which reprefent men of low condition, being meanly 
clad with long pantaloons like thofe worn on the ftage, and their {mall caffock fitting 
clofe to the waift, where it is faftened by a band, and hanging in folds and increafing 
in width below to the middle of the thigh, forming altogether a drefs which clofely 
refembles that gf the inhabitants of the province of Mazanderan of the prefent day, as 
well as that of the people who inhabit the fea coaft. The coftume of thefe portraits how- 

.ever differs from the drefs of the prefent day in this refpeét: the figures have long hair 
and beards, and in lieu of a turban the head is encircled by a narrow band almoft 
refembling the ancient crowns worn by the Emperor of Rome. Thefe men alfo carry 
a large ftaff fomewhat refembling a half pike, which is not borne on the fhoulders, but 
upright, the point upwards. In the other hand they hold various other things; fome, 
inftruments of mufic, round and compofed of two circles, almoft refembling the brace- 
lets of our women; others bafkets of fruit, meat and round balls; fome, again, are 
leading two lambs or fheep with crooked horns, and others a camel, an afs, a mule, a 
bull, acalf, or a horfe. The leading fuch animals makes me conjeture the proceflion 
reprefents that preparatory to a facrifice; as moft of them are of thofe formerly 
flain as victims by various nations at the altar, and the horfe in particular by the Per. 
fians to the fun, as related by Xenophon and many other authors; and, if the pro- 
ceflion of a facrifice, we may fairly conclude that the edifice was a temple. As I ex- 
amined the reft of the proceffion, I noticed fome who carried certain hammers in their 
hand, and others fomewhat fufpended to their fafh, which terminated in a point-behind 
and before in form of a triangle, except that the lines were {pherical and not ftraight. 
This I apprehend is to reprefent the fkin of fome animal for holding water, although the 
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fhape of it vary from thofe ufed in Europe now. Others, again, carried large fhields 
which covered the whole of their body, while fome accompanied 6n foot. carriages 
with two wheels drawn by a fingle horfe. Both Xenophon and Quintus Curtius make 
mention of thefe carriages confecrated to Jupiter and the fun, afd relate that Gyrus 
as well as Darius had fuch led before them when they travelled in the country. 
Among thefe figures are fome few which appear to be of fuperior condition to the veh, 
who, otherwife dreft in the fame manner, have a kind of a hood narrowing to a point as 
low as the middle of the back, and thence defcending to the ground; while others 
wear a fmall pointed cap plaited round; but the moft remarkable and diftinguithed 
among them have robes which reach to the feet, the lower part of which is in folds, 
and a jacket which covers the upper part has fleeves down to the middle of the hand ; 
they have moreover a collar round the neck, thus fanctioning the teftimony of Agathias, 
who ftates fuch to have been worn in his time by principal perfonages among the Medes 
and Perfians. At the girdle they wear a dagger, fimilar to the tuftom of the Arabs even 
now, the blade of which is broad and curved like a fcythe, the handle’ clofe to the 
breaft. This weapon is undoubtedly the Acinax of the Perfians noticed by Horace, 
and fome of our ancient authors. Befides this, they have a ftaff in their hand, lefs as a 
fupport to their age apparently than a mark of authority, fimilar to that borne by the 
field marfhals. One of their number marches before the whole band and leads on 
with tHe left hand the firft of thofe who follow bim with their pointed caps and hoods, 
Of thefe who feem the moft diftinguifhed and walk firft towards the top of the ftair- 
cafe, leading on the whole proceffion, in addition to the drefs I have defcribed them to 
wear, fome have a round cap larger at top than at bottom, and much refembling that 
of a Roman fenator, except that it has no rim, being fluted and plaited equally all the 
way round to the middle, where the plaits are joined toa button fomewhat prominent at 
the top. Befides the pike which they carry in the hand, they have a bow over their 
fhoulder, through which the arm pafles, with a quiver full of arrows hanging at-their 
back. ‘The dreffes of fome have large fleeves flounced, after the manner of the fhirts of 
the Arabs. Between the figures which form the proceffion feveral cyprefs trees 
appear at intervals, which only ferve as an ornament, and are of no better execution 
than the perfonages or the animals. The value indeed of this work confifts in the 
antiquity of the dreffes being correétly reprefented, and the magnificence of the ftone of 
which the building is conftru€ted, rather than in the brilliancy of the execution, which 
is not by the hand of a matter. 

Afcending this fecond ftair-cafe, and fronting the fouth, I came on a large floor, at 
the entrance of which is a vacant {pace which reaches from one extremity of the building 
to the other, from eaft to weft, between apparently a portico or fhort ftreet of columns, 
of fuch prodigious dimenfions that one could fearcely be clafped by three perfons. 
The chief of thefe are proftrate, no more than five and twenty ftanding on their bafes, 
the number of them being much diminifhed fince the name of Chehil minar or forty 
pillars was given to this fuperb edifice, that number prefumptively ftanding at the time 
it was given. ‘Time, that great deftroyer, has fince then levelled fifteen, dhe bafes of 
which are yet to be difcerned, and is daily undermining thofe which remain. The plan 
of them is as follows. In the firft place, at the entrance of this large porch, are two 
rows of columns which fill the whole breadth of the front of the edifice from eaft to 

- weft. A little beyond, towards the fouth, is another empty {pace capable of having 
contained two other rows of columns, at proportionate diftance from each other. 
The middle contains fix rows of columns running from north to fouth, and twe of the 
whole breadth placed from eaft to weft, with two others oppofite to them which extend 
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eaftward to the mountain on the left, fo that the fix rows in the middle are enclofed on 
four fides; the diftance from one column to the other is twenty-fix feet. They 
are not all of fimilar dimenfions or elevation, fome being higher than the others, which 
makes me conceive that they did not ferve as fupport to a roof, particularly as there 
is not the flighteft veftige on the floor of any having fallen in. _ 1 conclude, therefore, 
‘is it appears to have had no roof, that this edifice cangot reafonably be imagined to 
have been a royal: palace. Beyond thefe columns towards the fouth you come toa 
large place fifty paces in length, where are two apartments, the one on the right hand 
fronting the plain, the other on the left towards the mountain. In the entrance of that 
on the right is a fmall marble court: neither of them properly {peaking are chambers, 
but {quare open apartments without any roof and enclofed not by walls but door and 
window frames of marble, fo difpofed that each face of the {quare hasa large door in the 
middie, and one f{maller on each fide of it, or a finall door in the middle with a large- 
one on each fide, befides other openings fimilar to our trellis work and Venetian 
blinds. ‘The plan of thefe {mall fquare places, full of doors and windows, lead one to- 
imagine that they were formerly rooms, particularly as thofe of the Perfians are con- 
ftruéted after the fame manner even at prefent; but the want of any dome or roof, or 
the trace of fuch having-ever exifted, makes me incline to think otherwife ; neither can 
I conceive it to have been a burial-place, as there is no tomb vifible nor any. fign of in- 
terment. May it not, therefore, have been a temple in which prayers and fatrifices 
were offered to the Gods under the canopy of heavenalone, as was ufual- among many 
ancient nations, and is ftill common with Mahometans. In the interval between one 
of thefe grand portals, in the middle of the front and the fmall ones on the fide, is the 
figure of a perfon of diftinétion in a drefs which reaches to the ground, the robe being 
plaited from the waift downwards, and the fleeve large and flounced. He holds a 
ftaff in his right hand either as a fupport or a fymbol of authority, and wears in his 
head one of thofe round caps, flat on the top, which I have before defcribed, but with- 
out the ball above ; his hair and beard are long, and his pofture denotes his intention 
of entering, his eyes and face being turned towards the fouth. Behind him is a fervant, 
bare-headed, and his hair fattened by a band; in one hand he holds a large umbrella 
over the head‘of his mafter, and in the other a ftick curved at the end like the crozier 
of our bifhops, which he carries upright under the umbrella behind the head : if the 
firfl figure be that of a King, this may reprefent a {ceptre, or fome mark of diftinétion, 
if it be a-prieft; one of which I doubt not it is. In the other great portals, on the fides 
fronting the rifing and fetting fun, are reprefentations of men wreftling, -or fighting 
with lions, dreft in their long plaited robes like the other figures I have defcribeds At 
the back of this fquare inclofure, in another open fpace, which is paved, and feems to 
have been a fmall court, are two large pillars ereét, with infcriptions on them, the cha- 
ratters of which I was unable to decypher on account of their height from the ground. 
Beyond this court, I came to another, much larger, but of fimilar architeéture, in a 
large vacant {pace built upon on the oppofite and not onthe fame fide with the edifice, 
where wase figure of a man of quality with his umbrella exquifitely well reprefented, 
on one of the fupports of the great gate in the middie, the pofture of whofe body varied 
from the direétion of the fight, that isto fay, while looking towards the north, as if 
going tc the infide, his body fronted the fouth*as if about to go out, whence it fhould 
feem that this was the moft interior part of the building. Proceeding from this en- 
elofure continually towards the fouth, I came to another place ornamented with fix 
rows of columns grouped in a {quare, in the midft of which, under ground, that is to 
fay, under a pavement of large ftones, I difcovered.a conduit of water. Each of 
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thefe columns was about four feet in diameter, and four breadths diftant'from its next, 
with the appearance of a former portico or large wall of ftone, with windows all around 
them ; this was the extremity of. the edifice towards the fouth: ‘beyond, nothing is 
vifible but pieces of mafonry and immenfe foundations which juft appear above the-fur- 
face. I had forgot to mention, that at the firft entrance of the fecond hal!, which fug. 
ceeds the fecond ftair-cafe towards the eaft, diftant from the foot of the mountain, ari 
correfponding to the firft columns, there is another fquare enclofure of the fame form 
as the reft. {t is. entirely away from the building, and was originally contrived in all 
probability merely to fill up the void between it and the mountain. , 
_ We paffed, the whole of Thurfday, 14th October, under cur tents and about the 
tuins of Chehil minar, whence I rode about a league on horfeback towards the north 
to fee fome ancient figures at the bottom of the mountains which furround the plain, 
called by the inhabitants Nakfhi Roftan (the pidures of Roftan), «conceiving them to 
be reprefentations of Roftan and fome of his memorable 2&ons. This Roftan is 
an ancient, here highly celebrated by the Perfians for his prowefs and gallantry, who 
lived, as they fay, under the reigns of Cyrus and Cambyfes, and the various regiments ; 
and individuals who pride themfelves upon being called aff@ his name fufficiently teltify 
that what is related of him is not wholly fabulous. Pafling therefore through a town 
called. Mehrchoufcon, the neareft to the Chehil minar, at a league beyond it, I arrived 
at the fpot. Here at the bottom of the mountain I faw a large fquare cut in a-rock of | 
hardeft ftone. In this pannel were various figures cut in ai of gigantic ftature : 
one reprefented -a Knight on horfeback dreft in long folded robes, his head covered 
with a cap fimilar to that I had noticed at the Chehil minar on'the image of a perfon 
of diftin@ion, who held in his left handa club fuch as that given in our portraits of 
Hercules, and in the right a ring, which another Knight, dreft nearly like the firft, ts 
endeavouring to wrench from him. The only differerence between the drefs of the 
two Knights confifts in the latter having nothing on his head, and his hair hanging 
down of fome length; the horfes of both are clofe together. In another place, a 
Knight on horfeback, dreft like the firft, has his left hand placed on the guard of his 
{word, which is not curved like thofe of the Orientals of the prefent day, but ftraight 
and pointed like ours, while with the right fomewhat raifed and extended, he holds 
that of a man on foot, ftanding upright before hini. - Behind. thts perfon is another, 
his head bare, who kneels before the horfe of the Knight. In another part, again, I 
{aw certain matrons and young ladies of whom the inhabitants relate a number of fables, 
pointing out one as.the miftrefs of the valiant Roftan. There are alfo many fepulchres 
cut in different places in the rock. Affuredly no method niore certain could be ufed 
to perpetuate the memory ofan individual than by means of thefe figures, which, cut in 
the live rock, and fecured againft the injuries of time and the violence of man, bid fare 
to endure as long as the mountain itfelf. Diodorus relates that Semiramis, after cutting 
a perpendicular front in a rock near the fpot, where fhe caufed her immenfe garden to 
be planted in Media in order to commemorate in perpetuity the execution of this work, 
caufed her likenefs with. thofe of her guards to be cut in it. Near the relievos I have 
deferibed, 1 faw in different parts certain works which bore evident marks of being 
fome ancient places of fepulture. In the firft place, two pedeftals, fquare, with the 
angles fomewhat ornamented, and a hole in the upper furface to preferve the afhes of the 
dead, if the Perfians were wont to burn corpfes; of which, however, I do not remember 


ever to have read. ‘Thefe two pedeltals, which are but a little apart from each other, 
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fide of the mountain, ‘which is more perpendicular, even, atid ftraight, looking like 3 
" wall, I pereeived-dbove feveral openings refembling windows, fome larger than others, 
and capable of holding aman. I cannot conceive what purpofe thefe can have ferved, 
‘unlefs as receptacles for the dead, aécording to Diodorus, who fays, that the ancient 
Kings of Perfia were buried in grottoes cut in the top of mountains, in which they were 
“hot defpofited by hands but by means of machines. Finally, in different places on 
the: flope of mountains, I faw reprefentations cut on a- perpendicular and very even 
front, and framed about by thé ftone of the front, of a houfe with a door in the middle, 
and feveral columns on each fide fupporting the architrave, frize, cornice and frontif- 
piece, according to all the rates of architecture and figures cut if the frontifpiece, which, 
however, from their being fo very:much’above me,. ‘I could not’ miniitely diftinguith. 
The fubje&, however, appeared to, be’a‘man leaning on a bow, one of the extremities 
of which was in his-hand, and the other on the ground, with his eyes directed towards 
an altar, as‘if he was either about to offer up a facrifice or confult an oracle. ‘ Above 
thefe figures, thofe whofe’ fight was better than mine, told me they perceived among 
the reft a figure which appeared to them to be meant for the devil. This.might pof- 
fibly be, and the perfonag’ —: Jemfhid, or as fome call him, on account of his beauty, 
Chofhid, which in the ancient language of Perfia means the fun, who reigned in Perfia,. 
a long time before Cyrus the Great, and who is ftill held in remembrance for having 
been a famous magician, having had’ power. over malignant {pirits, on which account’ 
the Perfians likewife call him Diubend'or'thé devil’s link. The Perfian hiftorians ree 
late that this: Prince caufed a number’ of ftatues or effigies of himfelf to be made and 
diftributed all over the kingdom, with. exprefs command for his fubjects to adore thems 
I fhould readily conceive that .this ‘might be‘Nebuchadnezzar, whofe dominion might 
poflibly have extended to fome parts‘of Perfia, were it not that Jemfhid is of greater , 
antiquity than either the Nebuchadnezzars, Daniel, Judith, or even Shalmanafar. The: 
gates cut in the reprefentation are fhort at the top, are formed of the fame live rod’ 
“with the reft, and are about a third part open at the bottom, wide enough to allow of 
entrance, by ftooping, to the interior, which.is empty. -And, as there are‘two- fimilar 
, reprefentations of like-atchite@ure in the mountains of Chehil-minar, into one of which 
admiffion is eafy on account of thé afcent up the rock not being fo fharp nor equally 
perpendicular, [entered it the evening before | vifited the ruins. The account given’ 
by Diodorus of the fepulchres of the Kings, I found exaétly correfpond with my ob- 
fervations ; thefe are, as he deferibes them, cut in the body of ‘the mountain, - of .a- 
fquare figure, “higher than the ftature of*a-man, and with three large niches. In the. 
middle of this grotto I faw a long ‘ftone lying on the ground fealed acrofs the middle, 
which poffibly might be the place of the tomb, if the niches were not. In thefe, I faw 
other large ftones badly polifhed, the.ufe of which I'was unable to conjecture... Thefe. 
niches are much deeper than the reft of the cavern ; and the channel that I-faw on the 
outfide cut in the rock, which feems to be a conduit for water, made me judge that they 
might be refervoirs, yet of what utility could water be in fuch places? -Ifaw likewile 
under the mountains a large fquare chamber, fomewhat elevated.in form of.a.tower 
built of marble, and enclofed on:all fides with only one door at the top, in:an almoft 
inacceffible {pot, which I conjeCtured, was alfo.afepulchre. Thefe buildings, cut in 
the rock, and eretted at the foot of the mountains, make me imagine, firft, that the 
- city filled the whole of the plain, and fecondly, that its mbhabitants did not poffefs the 
mec requifite for tranfporting large ftones to any diftance, as the moft-fuperb build. 
ings and moft excellent fculpture. are either on the mountain: itfelf or at his foot 
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unlefs, indeed, the planners. were :aCtuated bya defire particularly withzrefpeé 
figures of making them laft for ever, and preferve them in better condition-#far: 
other means could be done. . - : nee i" 
After two days’ examination of and refleion, on the curiofities I have deferibed,-on. 
Thurfday three hours after funfet we left Chehil-minar, after fupper, and proceeded 
towards the city of Shiraz, the capital of the province of Farfiftan, and the chief refi 
dence of the governor Imaneuii Khan. -By the neareft road Shiraz.is ten leagues 
diftant, but on account of a bridge being broken down which laid on our. way, we: 
were obliged to go two leagues about to crofs the Kur, by another bridge, Culla 
Bend Emir, two leagues from Chehil-minar. We travelled all night long, wan- 
dering about on. each fide, on. account of the abfence of the moon, and the whole 
“of thefe plains, which are fowed ‘with.rice and other grain, being watered and inter-: 
feéted by a number of {mall rivulets; of which we had to feek the fords: at length, ons 
Friday motning, a little before day, we paffed'the bridge of Bend-Entir. After croffing 
the river, we rounded a mountain which we ‘kept’ on. our left for fome time, and 
defcending a pretty deep valley, at length arrived at a village called Zercon, only fix 
leagues diftant from Chehil-mitiar, although by our wandering we had journeyed 
much more. Here we refted ina houfe, the mafter of which afforded’ 1s great accom- 
modation. At the fecond or third hour of the night we mounted: our. horfes anew, 
and rode onward till funrife, by which time we reached the gardens of Shiraz, on” 
‘Saturday, 6th of October. Shiraz is fituated in a fmall-plain, entirély furrounded by 
hills. On entering-it-by a narrow pafs -between the. mountains, we rode beneath'a 
large arch ornamented on the fides by. different figures of lions arid-other animals, and- 
having a numiber of infcriptions by various hands. This arch goes over the whole road’ 
and joins one mountain to the other. It has, in confequence, obtained the namefof . 
- Tenghel Ekbar, or the pafs of the Moft High. “ On leaving this pafs, we entered: 
“yon a long, broad, and fpacious caufeway; adorned by gardens on each fide,. 
a embetlifhed by a number of buildings, which form the chief ornament of Shiraz... 
We were much delighted with the-profpect about us, but our pleafure was increafed.. 
on reaching, midway to’ the city, the margin of a large canal eighty-three paces.in. 
length, by fifty in breadth, the water in which was level with the furface of the ground. 
The canal was divided by the road, which here has walls on each fide-of it, with arches 
on them, allowing a view of the water. Hence we continued our way: a8 ftraight. a8 a: 
line to the-city... “A little beyond the canal we perceived a fall and ancient mofque,.! 
fomewhat away.from the road on the left, called from a perfon who filled: that office, 
by whom it was built and who was buried there, the mofque of the Calanter. Near. 
this place is the.muffelé, or place where public prayers are read, on-a. ftream. 
of clear water, which runs from the canal, and which is covered  and..fhaded by.large 
green leafy trees, whofe agreeable fituation induced us to unload: our baggage here and 
reft ourfelves till we could hire a houfe.in the city to fuitus.. This having effeed,-we. 
entered the’city. by the handfome cauleway, pafling through the middle of. the meidanj: 
or public fquare, which: is rather without the walls, and is a favourite place of refort : 
for the gay, as. well. as ovér an ‘elegant ‘ftone bridge, not over a river but a ravine 
through which, in-the winter, or. after. rain, the water flows, which rufhes in torrente. 
from the neighbouring mountain. “After paffing the gates, we came to a long ftrai¢ht 
ftreet, at the end of which we found a large bazar-or niarket, vaulted over according 
to the cuftom of the country, furnifhed. with fhops all round, and on one fide of it we 
- took up our abode, in.a:hopfe that had been got ready for us belonging to one Huffein 
= _ be RD 
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Bey, anative of Bagdat, but who, from infancy, had lived in Perfia, where he had a 
wife and children. : 

We had no intention of making any long ftay in this city, but fimply to reft here 
awhile. Wherefore, we had fcarcely arrived ere we began feeking for new mule- 
teers to take us forward, as thofe which had brought us to Shiraz were engaged to go 
no farther. .. While, therefore, our baggage was loading, I employed myfelf in examin- 
ing every thing remarkable. 

This cigges large, and one of the beft and moft populous in the empire. It is not, 
however, ‘f any great antiquity, as is eafily perceived by the infcriptions about it, its 
architecture, and other indices, which plainly fhew it to be a work of the Mahometans, 
who are incurious architects. In fhort, it contains within its walls nothing that is ele- 
gant, nor can boaft of any thing whatfoever that is extraordinary. Its ftreets for the 
moft part are narrow, crooked, badly paved, the houfes badly built. The palace of 
the khan is not far diftant from the houfe where we were lodged, and fronting a large 
{quare. It isinclofed by walls, with vaulted galleries around, which have a good effeét. 
Oppofite to the gate of the caitle, at the entrance of this large fquare, is a fmall 
houfe, whence every evening mufic is given as in Hifpahan, and whither the officers 
belonging to the Khan repair to pay their court according to the general cuftom of 
the Perfians. In another neighbouring fquare is a public college for education, newly 
built, called Medriffé, the handfomeft and moft flourifhing of any in the kingdom. 
This new ftructure is ereéted on the fpot where criminals formerly were executed, and in 
a {mall vacancy in front of it mountebanks ereét their ftages to divert the people. 
There is another {quare, the moft fpacious of any in Hifpahan, called the bazar or 
horfe-market, in which is a royal palace and a large garden, and this undoubtedly is 
the moft elegant and fuperb houfe in the city, where the Englith dwell, fome of them 
being conftantly here for the regulation of their affairs, Near the palace of the Khan, ~ 
below the fmall houfe, whence mufic is given to the public, is another covered market, 
the beft. fancied and moft handfomely built of any in the city. Of all the numerous 
mofques, I faw but one deferving notice, lately built by one Aga-riza, a rich Mahome- 
tan from India, who carried on an immenfe trade in Perfia, particularly with Shiraz. 
Finally, the laft thing which I faw deferving notice was an animal (a hyzena), called by 
the. Perfians caftar, as ftrong as a large maiftiff, but which had not grown to its full 
' fize. It was of the colour, form, and appearance of a tiger, but had the muzzle of a 
hog. Iam told that it will eat human flefh, and to obtain it makes its way to the tombs 
it finds in the country, for the carcafes they contain. 

Having nothing more to write of to you refpecting Shiraz, I thall finith this with an 
account of my affairs and family, premifing that all of us enjoy good health, and that 
our travels have hitherto been pleafant. For myfelf I have recovered my ftrength 
and appetite to fuch a degree, that I can occafionally eat a large fowl for my breakfaft. 
The little time we flayed in this city did not allow us to make any acquaintance. One 
Armenian Chriftian alone, out of refpe& to the mafter of our houfe, came to vifit us, 
and fhewed us great civility. To-morrow we mean to depart. With my moft humble 
fervice which I proffer to yourfelf, 1 beg you to prefent my beft refpe@s to all our 
friends at Naples. es 
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LETTER XVI. 


_ From the Gardens of Shiraz, 27th July 1622. 

IF Lhave fuffered nine months to elapfe without writing to you, attribute it not to 
fault in me or forgetfulnefs, —no, your image is too deeply engraven on my mind to 
allow of time effacing it: I have met with a misfortune, weighed againft which, every 
other calamity were light ; —I have loft my dear wife, Madame Maani, whofe life was 
my only bleffing, whofe death makes life a burthen, You will moft likely Hawg heard of 
my lofs by means of the Carmelites, who, no doubt, will have communicated the event 
to Rome. I am ready to imagine that your commiferation will have been deeply 
excited, and that although you know her but by her fair report, you will much have 
lamented the premature death of fuch a perfon, and in whofe efteem you held fo high a 
place. However, it is paft ; it was the will of God, and fhe, I hope, in heaven, reaps 
the harveft of her worth: for me, in this vale of mifery, deprived of my dear partner, 
T wander about « wretched inftance of human calamity. I have travelled about a great 
deal, in great meafure without other object than to feek a remedy for the wound I have 
received. 

On the 22d Oétober, lalt year, all of us being in perfect health, we left the city of 
Shiraz by the fame gate at which we entered, with defign of taking the road to 
Ormuz; and in order to prepare for our departure with lefs embarraflment, we pitched 
our tents near the mofque of the Calanter, on the banks of the canal, where I am at 
prefent. ‘We hired for our journey fome excellent camels, as well for the tranfport of 
our luggage as to carry our litters; and on Sunday, the 24th of Odober, every thing 
being ready, as night began we quitted our ftation, and turning our backs on Shiraz, 
proceeded towards our dcftination nearly in a fouthern direttion. After travelling 
three leagues, we pafied a bridge overa ravine, through which flew occafionally the 
Yotrents which gufh from the mountains, but whichywhen we paffed was dry. A little 
beyond the bridge is acaravanferai, which, although entire, is without inhabitants, as 
well as a ruinated caftle in the neighbourhood, owmg to the want of water. Here the 
road divides; that on the right hand, which is the moft frequented, leading to Lar, the 
moft eaftern and leaft beaten going to Paffa, which is that we took, it being a lefs dan- 
gerous road to travel in time of war. As, however, there was no place where we could 
lodge except at a confiderable diftance, we unloaded our camels in a handfome plain 
out of the high road, where we {topped the remainder of the night, and almoft all the 
following day, which was the fecond of our journey. ‘Two hours before night-fall we 
departed hence, and continued travelling till day-break between two long mountains 
and iwo floping hills; beyond them, near the foot of one of which on the right, the 
road runs; the other being at fome diftance on the left, in a large plain almoft entirely 
white and covered with falt. At length, after journeying four leagues, we arrived at 
a place called Jiganli, where, on the banks of a rivulet of good water, we faw a few 
houfes, inhabited by Turkmans, anda race of people called Behi, who, by means of 
the water of this ftream, fertilize their fields and cultivate cotton. We left Jiganli two 
hours before funfet on Tuefday, and travelling fix leagues during the night, halted at 
a large town called Selviftan, or the cyprefs plantation, on account of the number of 
thefe trees growitiz there, which, however, was formerly much greater. Without the 
town is the tomb of a certain Sheik, Ifuf, held in veneration by the Mahometans, near 
which we pitched our tents. This town of Selviftan, and feveral others around, not- 
withitanding they be inclofed by the territories under the government of Imanculi 
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Khan, of Shiraz, are not dependent on him, but on Nadir Khan, who holds them di. 
reétly from the King. . About an hour before the fall of night we continued our way, 
travelling over very pleafant hillocks covered with thofe {mall trees called chaclacuchi 
by the Perfians, and others of various kinds. Behind us we left a caravanferai at which 
caravans are wont to reft, when, folicitous of getting forward, journeying altogether 
five leagues and a half, and halting two hours before funrife, repofing with our beafts 
under a large tree of chaclacuchi, in an Open country inclofed by mountains, without 
any covering but the fky. We remained the whole of Thurfday under this chaclacuchi, 
which wag a male tree that did not produce fruit, but only large grains refembling thofe 
of the laurel, which grow, five or fix ina groupe, on the edges of its leaves, vaulted, and 
curved like a bow ; and in thefe grains {mall flies are engendered. _In other refpects, 
thefe chaclacuchi refemble the female trees, of which I have previoufly given you a 
defcription. Here I muft obferve, that there prevails univerfaily in. Perfia a practice of 
diftinguifhing a difference of fex not only in trees and plants, 4s is the cafe in fome 
inftances with us,’ but alfo in évery thing elfe, as well natural, fuch as vegetables, meat, 
fruit, and the like, as artificial, fuch as flax, filk, cotton, and even in the elements, as 
in water and air ; calling male, as related by Seneca to have been ufual with the Egyptians, 
that of its kind which is the ftrongeftand moft robuft,and that on the contrary the moftten- 
der and delicate, the female; thus,according to their philofophy and obfervations, which are 
far from bad, they judge to what ufe each fex is adapted. . For example, female water 
is better for drinking and more falubrious than male, being more delicate, and parti- 
cularly fo for perfons of handfome complexion ; of fome animals, the fleth of the male 
is fuperior te that of the female for hard of a ftrong ftomach, poffefling more fub- 
ftance ; and, on the contrary, that of the female for perfons of weak habit, being moft 
ealy of digeftion. Male air is fittteft for the breathing of men of robuft make, 
female air for chiidren, and thus.of other things. This I have deemed a matter curious ¥, 
enough to make public. : vot 

Thurfday, two hours before night, we left our covert to travel in the dark, among 
hillocks covered with the fame defcription of trees laft-mentioned, and, after fix leagues, 
arrived on the territory of the great Paffa. Here we arrived at two o’clock in the 
morning, and trod upon the remains of the ancient Paffagarda, which, according to 
Pliny and Quintus Curtius, was the place of fepulture of Cyrusthe Great. On coming 
to this fpot, on one fide is an old cyprefs tree, the handfomeft and largeft I ever 
beheld, whofe trunk alone, which fpreads into various large branches, is of fuch prodi- 
gious fize that five men together cannot clafp it, and whofe branches fpread from their 
trunk -at leat five-and-twenty of my feet. Its height is proprotionate to its fize, although - 
it does not terminate in a point like the generality of cypreffes. Its dimenfion is a proof 
of its antiquity, and the caufe of the reverence fhewn it by the Mahometans. From a 
{mall {tem of one of its branches runs a certain fluid, which is a kind of gum that the 
Perfians, particularly the ignorant among them, look upon as miraculous blood, feeing 
jt exudes on every Friday, which with them isa holy and facred day. And in a large 
hole in the middle of the trunk, capable of containing two perfons, they are accuftomed 
to light candles as in an auguft and venerable place, according to their ufage of holding 
large and ancient trees in efteem, deeming them the retreat of the fouls of the bleft. 
‘On this account they call them pir, which fignifies an old man in Perfian, and in 
Arabic fheik or iman. This veneration of the Mahometans for large and ancient trees 
is, no doubt, a remnant of Paganifm, as fuch were in high eftimation among the 
Gentiles. 


On 
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On the following day, upon advancing farther into the territory of Paflagarda, I dif. 
tinguifhed little remarkable but palm trees, which are not found in the other provinces 
of Perfia, I faw, moreover, a great. quantity of crange trees and double narcifh, which 
elfewhere would be elteemed a rarity in the month of OGober. We did not quit the 
territory of Pafla tll after the Grft hour of the night, and on kaving it came to: two 
roads, one of them leading to Lar, which we le/t on the right, the other, which we took, 
towards the eaft. This being Jofs frequented, we wandered from, regaining it with 
iificulty after a five leagues’ ride, when we reached a town by day ight, called com. 
monly by the people of the neighbourhood Timariftan or, for abbreviation’s fake, Temif. 
tan; a litle below which place we unloaded our baggage, as well to cafe our animals as 
reft ourfelves, Tere our wheat bread became fcarce, the inhabitants of the towns 
towards the fea ufing none but barley ; advifed of which, we had laid in a flock fafficient 
to laft us at Icaft for feveral days. Night beginning to diffufe its cool oceafioned us to 
leave ‘Femiftan, to travel by rugged defcents, which gave us a great deal of trouble, 
till more than three hours after fun-rife the next day, which was Sunday the 31{t of 
Oober. In the night we had travelled eight leagues, and difmounted ata town, con- 
fifting of about thirty houfes or huts, buiit in the midft of a large plantation of palm and 
date trees, and-called Zizevan. An hour after fun-fet we continucd our journey for 
five leagues in the dark, pafiing through feveral hamlets wich much inconvenience, on 
account of the rivalets full of water which croffed the road, without any bridges over, 
them, and which our camels found great difficulty in fording. Paffing through thefe 
hamlets we left behind us the city of Darabghierd, which ftill retains the name of Darius, 
who is the founder, and which is the chief refidence of Shemfeddin Khan, who is gover- 
nor of feveral towns in the neighbourhood, which he holds dire&t of the King, as well as 
his command over a number of foldiers. He is called a cazaque. On Monday the rft 
of November we halted at noon under fome date trees, at the entrance of a large town 
called Dekair (that is to fay, good town), the houfes of which are not joined to each 
other, but feparated by intervals, being mixed in a wood of palm trees, the fruit of 
which, with barley bread, ferves as food for the inhabitants. In the evening a large 
company of ladies from the town, who had been into the country, according to the 
cuftom of the Mahometans, to pray at the tombs of their anceftors, came to our tents, 
where accidentally I was alone, entcring them with great familiarity and without invitation 4 
with their veils up and their face uncovered, which is very unufual among the Maho- 
metans, eating with avidity of my wheaten bread, which to them was a delicacy, and 
converfing with much frecdom. “We remained here till the following Tuefday, not 
leaving the place till an hour before night-fall, receiving in courfe of the day a fecond 
vifit from thefe ladies, for whom Madame Maani ferved up a collation which to them 
muft have appeared both ample and fuperb; after which we travelled three leagues 
through a defert country, reaching by midnight the banks of a running ftream, 
where we halted under an old wall in this vatt folitude, called Moghokiel, and where 
at day-break I pitched my tents near a pond whence the rivulet flowed, and whither 
the cattle of the neighbourhood refort to drink. This place we left an hour and a half 
before fun-fet, and after journeying three leagues reited at midnight under large 
giz trees, about which were a quantity of myrtles and runping water, half a league 
before the fepulchre of their Imanzade, a little beyond. On Thurfday, in the evening, 
we left this place, and travelled through a pafs between low but very {teep mountains, 
like walls on each fide ; at the entrance of which is a ruinated caftle, built for its defence 
at a time when the country was not under the domination of Perfia, but that of a particu. 
Jar Prince, Khan of Lar, at whofe deceafe the Sovereign of Perfia made himfelf mafter 
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of his dominions, and deftroyed the fortifications which guarded the pafs. On Friday 
by day-break, after having journeyed five leagues, we reached a large town of two 
thoufand houfes, badly conftruéted, and confufedly built among palm trees called purg, 
but written furg, where we difmounted, and unloaded our camels in a convenient {pot 
ata diftance from the buildings. We refumed our journey an hour before fun-fet, 
and after two leagues riding, being apprehenfive of having miffed our road, and fearful 
of lofing ourfelves in thefe deferts, we waited till the moon or day fhould light us on our 
way. It wanted but an hour to dawn when we recommenced our journey, at firit by 
favour of the moon and afterwards the fun, travelling for five leagues through difficult 
paffes, keeping the mountains on the left, which we had occafionally to afcend and at 
cthers to go down. In the morning we found ourfelves in a very narrow pafs; at 
length, towards evening, we reached a wood of palin trees in a valley at the foot of the 
mountains, in front of a town called Tafcut or Yafcivit. ‘The moon rifing about mid- 
night, we continued our courfe for five leagues by a very even road, keeping almoft 
always on our left this long chain of mountains, and another at a greater diltance on 
our right, till we arrived at a fmall village of ten or a dozen houles, near which we 
halted about noon in a {mall wood of palm trees, to take repofe under a large tree of a 
fpecios L had not feen before, called by the Arabs, nebe, by the Perfians, konar. It yields 
a finall fraic with a kernel, refembling our cherries but ripening fooner, of a yellowifh 
colour inclining to red, and of no unpleafant tafte. It poficties, moreover, this property, 
that its leaves, reduced to powder and foaked in water, produce a lather, and ferve 
inftead of foap, and is the only thing ufed by the ladies of the country for wafhing their 
faces. We took with usa bag of it to fhew in Laly, as it will kecp any length of 
time. After minutely examining the fruit and leaves of the tree, T recollected that in 
a handfome and large vineyard belonging to my uncles, the Alberini, at Rome, there are 
two large trees by the fide of a fountain, of the fame fpecies, which conftantly preferve 
their verdure, and are the only oncs of their kind at Rome. The little village of Seid 
Gouder, where we took up our abode, is dependent on the large town of Tarom, called 
by foie a city, on account of its being the chief of feveral neighbouring towns, although 
at prefent in a very runious fate. We did not chuofe, for reafons that we had, to go 
thither ourfelves, but fent our people for provifions; who brought us back intelligence 
that the Portuguele had put to death a great number of Kizilbafit, and fet many places 
on fire belonging to the Perfians on the fea fhore. The inhabitants of Tarom did not 
appear to be very forry for this, on account of having been vaffals and much attached to the 
deceafed Prince of Lar, now ill treated by the Kizilbathi, and never well inclined to the 
ing of Perfia or his empire. This rupture, which was the beginning of open war be- 
iween the Perfians and Portuguefe, was not very agreeable to me on account of the 
obftacles I forefaw it would throw in the way of my travels. ‘The whole country about 
Tarom, as well as its proper territory, is entirely covered with palm trees, under which, 
as well as through the remainder of the country, they fow an abundance of cotton as 
well as other feed. As for wheaten flour, it is not to be met with, except in large towns, 
where it is eaten by the rich alone; the chief food of the inhabitants being dates, in 
which article they carry on a confiderable trade. ‘The chief part of the population is 
very poor and wretched. Here, for the firft time, I noticed the fhoes or rather fandals 
worn by the people being made of woven palm leaves, of which the fole is made tole. 
rably thick, the upper part confifling only of two ftrings interwoven with fimilar leaves, 
which clafp the foot pretty tight, and join in the middle towards the point, which they 
afs between the great toc, and thus keep the fandal firm on the foot. Among the vil- 
lages on the fea fide this fort of fandal is in general ufe. A pair of them I have bought 
to 
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to fhow asa curiofity in Italy. I made, likewife, another obfervation, which was, that 
the drefs of thefe villagers, except the hair of the head, which, as with all Mahometans, 
is fhorn and covered with a fmall turban or one of their litle poiated caps, perfectly 
refembles that of the figures of low condition which T had noticed at Chehil-minar. « 

To continue the courfe of cur journcy : as we arrived rather Jatc on Sunday the 7th 
of November at our halting place, we did not leave Seid Geuder the next day, on 
account of the heat becoming fo extreme, that notwithftanding it was one of the coldett 
months of the ycar, for coolnefs fake I ftripped to my fhirt, as Thad been accuftomed 
to do in Hifpahan in the midft of fummer. The nights, indeed, were fomewhat cool, 
and fhewed us the difference of the feafon. From this ftage we did not fet out till Mon» 
day at midnight, and in the interval fent to Tarom for barley-meal and chopped ftraw 
for our camels, which unlike thofe of the Arabs require fubftantial food, and are not 
fatisfied with grats; we likewile furnifhed ourlelves with other provifions which might 
be requifite on our journey, with which we traverfed a large plain from one extremity 
to the other ; and after paffing a fmall river which crofles the road, the water of which 
is faltith, and which, on that account, has obtained the appellation of Abfhur, or falt 
water, we reached on the following ‘luefday two or three hours before noon a {mall 
hamlet of ten or twelve houfes, well fhaded with trees, called Pelengon, that is to fay, 
the panthers, poflibly from thofe animals being found in its neighbourhood.  Befides 
the giez, which t had frequently feen in other places, I remarked among thofe trees a 
lant unknown to me, called by the natives charg. It is a fhrub which grows toa great 
Feghe and from the root throws out around feveral fmall branches, or rather fucklers, 
covered with large thick oval leaves, cottony, and full of a kind of milk, as is the whole 
of the plant ; which milk is of fucha align nature, according to the relations of the 
people of the country, as to blind upon its being rubbed on the eyes. Its leaves grow 
in pairs, one oppofite to the other, in fuch quantity that the whole branch is covered 
with them to its tip, in fquarcs, and pointing four different ways. At the extremity of 
thefe {mall branches grows 2 handfome clufter of flowers of a white colour, dufkyifh 
without, and within of a reddith violet, refembling- the columbine. This fhrub produces 
no fruit fit to eat; I am, however, inclined to believe it pofleffes medical virtues, as the 
people of the country apply the leaves with fuccefs to bruifes. . They likewife eat a 
{mall feed growing in the middle of the flower, and pot efling the quality of the poppy, 
which they have been for fome time accuftomed to eat daily, in common with moft of the 
Perfians, in fuch quantity that it is furprifing it fhould not kill them, fome eating as much 
opium as would equal a walnut in fize. “Chey are of opinion that it is good for their health, 

and relieves the fpirits, making them forget all care; this it lly does, feeing it poffeffes ° 
a great ftupifying quality. However, they are fo gi &ed to the ule of it, that 
it cannot be difpenfed with ; it being to them the greateit punifhment to be cbliged to 
abftain from it a fingle day. Thofe who endeavour to! k themfelves of the ufe of it, 
cannot do this but by taking in its ftead an immoderate ne or other intoxi- 
cating liquors, and even then feel themfelves unealy without it. In the town of Gelen- 
gon, we found a rabdari, or keeper of the highroace. He was captain of a company 
whofe rendezvous was at another place, two leagues bey ie examined our bag- 
gage, but in the moft obliging manner poflible, not open nks or packages, and 
was fatisfed witha fmall tax, which was his due, amounting to four abbailins, equal to 
four Roman teftoons. For this fmall tribute he not only ict us pals, but moreover fent 
a man forward to efcort us part of the way, and dire uson our road. -Tn this you have 
an inftance of the lightnefs of thetaxes in Perfia; in recompence and for this trifling exace. 
tion, alfo, they are obliged to keep the way irce from thieves, and, if any thing be loft cr 
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ftolen,,are obligedjto. wake it good to the owner out of their own purfe. When we 
began our journey night had already fet in two hours, and we had gone two leagues 
when we reached the office of the rabdari; when, as. the moon was. not. yet.rifen, and 
ou? road, which laid through the mountains, was difficult and unpleafant, we halted at 
the entrance of this pals, at a fpot called. Dertenghi-chebar-rud, or the narrow gate of © 
the four rivers, on account of its being the paffage in time of rains through which four 
torrents, which gufh from various parts of the mountains, difcharge their waters. 
When we paffed it was only a {mall rivulet, which is never dry. This name of Derteng, 
or narrow gate, is common in Perfia to other fimilar paflages between mountains. One, 
among others, I faw on the confines of Perfia, on the great road from Bagdad, of the 
fame name}; the Perfians thus imitating the Latins, who, with the fame meaning, give 
fimilar names, fuch as the Porte Cafpia, Porte Caucafie, Porte Cilicioe, &c. 
When we entered this narrow pafs, in the bed of one of the torrents, we had two hours 
of daylight-before us, and kept the river continually on our right till we arrived at a 
{mall rivulet. of falt water, which we found running by the fide of the bed of the tor- 
rent between the mountains, and on its banks a number of plants with long narrow 
leaves, the frujt or feed of which grows in a pod of fome length, almoft like that of the 
caflia, but not fo thick. The people of the neighbourhood maintain that this -plant is 
venomous; in Perfia it is called char zabré, or afles’ poifon ; poffibly it is the fame with 
the oleander, fo common ‘with us: as, however, I,am a novice in botany, I cannot judge 
in this inftance any more than-in that of various other plants and fhrubs which I faw 
without ‘knowing ‘what. they were.’ At length, after- travelling no more than two 
leagués, the fun having nearly reached its meridian, we found the heat fo exceffive that 
it obliged us to halt on a {pot where travellers are ufed to ftop,. under the fhade of a 
large giez. tree, called giez mir azard, on account of Mir Azard, a notorious robber, 
having been flain here. ..An hour before night-fall we continued our journey, travelling. 
throughout the night. by a bad road and: difficult paffes, {till among the mountains an 
in the bed of the.torrent, ...On ‘Phurfday by an hour after day, having jourhied four. 
leagues, we refed. at’ the fide of-a,pand banked in, which the people of the country 
keep as a refervoir for the fupply of the-neighbourhood, as far as to a town: pretty dif- 
tant, called Guhné, where I retnarked another tree covered with thorns, which bears. 
" no fruit but only leaves, which are eaten by cattle ; it is called by the inhabitants kahur. © 
J took it for an acacia, fuch as I had-feen-in-Arabia Petyea, which yields the‘gum ara-_ 
bic, although when I faw that in Arabia its leayes-were much fmaller than thofe of this 
tree. The Perfians are at no pains in collecting the gum of, the: kahur, pofibly from 
their ignorance of its value. At night fall we recommenced cur courfe, and after three 
or four leagues over an even and pleafant road between the mountains refted two 
hours before day under a tree, near fome faltifh water, the only which we could obtain 
that was good in.a-place called. Curi-hazi-gon, or the merchants’ tomb... A little after 
funfet we remounted our camels, and after travelling-about four leagues on aroad not 
fo agreeable as the laft, yet not very bad, fill among the mountains, we came toa wood 
of palm trees; where were fome huts which-people‘inhabit at the time of gathering the 
fruit, a little before dawn on Saturday, Here we met with a fpring of. freth water. 
The rame of the place is Ser Zebi-rizevon. At funfet we Jeft this place, after regaling 
and fully fatisfying fome other rabdaris who dwell here. The following Sunday, after 
travelling four leagues by a much lef tirefome road than the preceding, although rot 
very excellent, we difmounted an hour before day light.at a {pot which is one of the 
quarters of fome rabdaris belonging to the band we met with the day before. We thewed 
them a paper figned by their comrades, with which they were content; and as this 
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place was inhabited by rabdaris aloe, and afforded neither convenience for fleeping nor 
provifions, we travelled.two leagues farther on, by a level road, keeping conftantly the 
mountains ‘in ‘fight on. both fides of us, and after fix leagues travelling, three hours. 
after funrife in the miorning, ‘we refted ourfelves on ‘the banks of a ftream of -frefli: 
water, called Abi Dunger, the extremity of the principality of Lar, and the frontiers 
of the country which belonged to the King of Ormus, before his country was wrefted 
from him. On the fun fetting we refumed our journey, and fhortly came toa {mall 
river of falt water, called by the villagers in their language Rud Shind, or the falt rivu- 
let. “After paffing this rivulet we continued our road to the firft town, called Chuchiu- 
lulion, which we entered on Monday, the 15th of November. This is a town con 
fifting of more than forty houfes, away from each other in a wood of palm and other 
trees. This town is the firft of the province of Moghoftan, or the country of palins. 
Here the heat is fo great. that, notwith{tanding it be the middle of November, I fleep in 
the open air without any canopy whatfoever, and in my fhirt, . without fuifering any 
inconvenience from this indulgence. I fee little boys, the children of the poor, run 
about at this feafon entirely naked, fave a band of linen to conceal their diftinction of 
fexs and thofe even in fuperior circumftances wear fimply the lighteft drefs imaginable 5 
the women, in general,“ wear only a fhift, which covers half the . arms and. the body 
to the wailt, and frum, the waift downwards wrap themfelves round with a large piece - 
of filk or. cotton of different colours, which breadthwife reaches to the feet, and is long: 
enough to wrap round the body twice, but altogether is not of more confiftence than a 
petticoat. On their feet they wear fandals of plantain leaves, but no ftockings.’ Their 
head-drefs is a piece of filk or cloth, fimilar to that worn round the lower part of their 
- body but fmaller, which, thrown over the head, hangs down. in part.on thé fhoulders 
behind, and falls over the face after the manner of the Petfians. On their arms they: 
weaka number of bracelets from the wrift’ to the elbows, which are not covered ‘by the 
fleeves of the fhift, and fimilar ornaments’round their legs: ‘Thefe are made o dife : 
ferent metals ;. ftraw which looks like gold, amber; cryftal, and the ‘like, and are come . 
pofed of fmall round ‘flat pieces joined together... All of them, likewife, the rich as well 
as the poor,. wear pendant from the nofe, not large rings as is common with the Arabs, 
_ nor {mall neat ones on the fide, as is ufual with the Perfians, but a piece of gold, either 
plain, enamelled, or fet with precious ftones, of arhomboidal figure, rather narrow, and 
fomewhat lefs long than their nofe, which hangs fomewhat on one fide. Owing to the 
exceffive-heat of the fun the people are of an extreme dark complexion, but have very 
regular features, and are well made. We had intention of embarking fecretly at 
Benderi-defer,” but‘ we learnt that the Portuguefe had landed there and delftroyed the 
place, fo that we gave tip all hope of reaching Ormuz, from that port particularly, as 
the Khan had prohibited all intercourfe between the fhore and the ifland ; that in. coms 
fequence all the craft had been drawn on the ftrand, and that military were ftationed at - 
all the places whither veflels were accuftomed to refort, to prevent their landing. . The 
intelligence which we received at Chuchiululion determined our waiting therefor an 
opportunity of’ taking ‘water unperceived: . The chief of the town informed us, that 
barks frequently came to different {pots which were not guarded, to procure provender 
for their camels,and that our only meatis of getting away would be by one of thefe; we 
in confequence promifed him a handformeé reward if he would affift us, which induced 
him to fend his brother and-another perfon to watch for any boat which might arrive 5 
for, notwithftanding the interdiét of the King, the inhabitants of this part, who carry on 
a confiderable traffic with thofe of Ormuz, beneficial to each, {till maintain correfpon- 
dence. Two perfons were deputed on this errand, in cafe of finding a bark that one 
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might remain; while the other fhould return to us with advice of where it was. On the 
16th of November thefe two men departed at night, and we remained at Chuchiululion, 
retaining the camels we had hired. : 

In the mean time we fwam in joy; Madame Maani, who paficnately defired to have 
a child, communicated to me the pleafing intelligence of her being pregnant, and fancy 
pictured the happineis I fhould find when, afier terminating my travels, £ fhould at 

ength reach Italy and home. Our joy, however, wa: feccehat damped upon the 
return of our meffengers with an account that there was no ood of any more 
boats venturing on fhore. . 

We waited yet fome time at Chuchiululicn, till apprehenfive of caufing unesfinefs to 
the chief of the town, and underflanding that the Sheheriari, which is the ude of the 
governor of Moghoftan, dependent on the Khan cf Shiraz, was every day expected to 
pafs, from whom I might meet with impediment, I refolved on leaving that town and 
retiring to a place of faiety, in cafe of the paffage being ftopped. Hearing, therefore, 
that the Englifh caravan with filk had taken refuge in Mina, the capital of Moghoftan, 
not to be expofed to the attacks of the Portugueze by their venturing unprotected near 
the coaft, we bent our way thither. After travelling five leagues on the road we came 
to a village of huts, built among palm-trees, called Duzrach, where we arrived in the 
morning two or three hours before day, leaving it again an hour before night-fall; and 
on Friday the 3d of December, haying journeyed four leagues, we reached the {mall 
fortrefs of Mina, built on a hill, under which is a village of huts in a wood of palnis, 
where we unloaded our camels, and took repofe beneath the trees, waiting for funrife, 
to feck where the Englith were lodged. 

At break of day we learned that thefe gentlemen were lodged in a large houfe in the 
neighbourhood, which had a garden attached to it, and was the palace of the Khan.of 
Shiraz. . We {ent thither to enquire for their interpreter Jacob, who formerly lived 
with me, and who acquainting the Englifh with our arrival, they deputed to me Mr.. 
Robert Gifford, an old friend of mine, and a Catholic, with offers of ferviée from their 
chief, prevented by indifpofition from waiting on me himfelf. He informed ime at the 
fame time, that all hope of paffing to Ormuz through their means was vain, as the orders 
of the King were fo ftri& that a bird was not fuffered to go thither, much lefs a boat ; thar, 
however, if I chofe to wait till the termination of the inveftiture of Ormuz by its capitula. 
tion, ora peace, which might foon follow the arrival of the Englith fhips of war, then ex- 
pected, they would ufe all their influence in getiing mea paflage to fome port of Arabia ; 
if not direct to the fettlements of the Portugueze; at leaft to thofe of their neighbours 
and friends: and that finally, as a lait refource, they would take me to Surat in India, 
whence I might either proceed with them to England, or travel thence by land 
to Goa. Seeing no remedy, therefore, I was conftraincd to abide at Mina, where, with 
permiffion from the Englith, in order to be more comfortable, I built myfelf a large 
houfe, after the manner of the country, of branches of palm interwoven, as our {mall 
tents were not proof againft the rain, which fell unexpectedly on the two preceding 
nights, and in {uch abundance as to wet every thing beneath them, and oblige Madame 
Maani to fly in her fuitt for fhelter to the litter. My houfe, which in that country was 
a capital one, was completed.in a day, and coft, materials and labour together, no more 
than thirty fhahi, or a fequin and a half (15s. fterling). -On the 16th December I took 
the latitude of Mina, which I found to be 26° 35’ N. 

We fuffered all of us from the bad air of Mina, and Madame Maani, being attacked 
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fhe paid the debt of nature, on the goth December. PiGure to yourfelf my fufferings 
on the occafion; the anguifh of my mind increafed the illnefs which confumed me 
daily, and finding ourfelves fo unpleafantly fituated here, as much from the malignity 
of the climate as the total abfence of all comforts and even of many neceffaries, we 
refolved on removing to Lar, notwith{tanding it was fome days’ journey diftant ; and 
having had the body of my much lamented wife embalmed, I intended it to be entombed 
where, when it may pleafe God to take me, my bones fhall be laid, I obtained per- 
miffion from the governor of the province to tranfport it wherever I might choole to 
go. The firft and fecond day after our departure we encamped in a defart country, 
as our guides would not take the neareft way by the {ea-fide, that they might avoid the 
bad and marfhy roads they would otherwife have to pafs, by which we came ; but after 
croffing the Mina river, they ftretched away from the fea, lengthening our journey one 
day by this circuit. On the third we arrived at Chuchululion. ‘Thence, taking a 
diferent road to that by which we firft arrived there, the fourth day we reached Iffin ; 
the fifth, after crofling a falt river, Kufhiar ; the fixth, Kahuriftan, called fo from the 
profufion of kahur, or acacia-trees growing about it; here, on account of the violence 
of my fever, we halted two days; on the eighth we arrived at a caravanferai, called 
Guri bizirgon, or the merchant’s tomb, in the neighbourhood of that at which we 
lodged on coming ; on the ninth, after taking another road, we refted at a caravan-+ 
ferat, called Tenghi dalan, in a flat country ; the tenth at Chormud ; the eleventh ata 
caravanferai, called Boadini; the twelfth at another, called Bafili, or Vafili; and on 
the thirtecnth, which was the 3oth of January, arrived at Lar. For my part, on 
reaching Lar, I wes more dead than alive; my fervants, however, were recovered 
by the change of air, At Lar I was placed under the care of an admirable phy- 
fician, who fhortly.difmiffed my fever, and with his medicines and diet recruited my 
ftrength. 

The phyfician who preferibed for me, whofe reputation was great, perceiving by the 
converfation we had together that I was not an ignorant man, made a favourable report 
of me to feveral men of letters with whom he was intimate, and who ranked high in 
this city. Being a quiet place without any court, its inhabitants yoid of ambition, 
undiftra@ed by commerce, and not alarmed by the din of war, or peftered with mili- 
tary, are, as a confequence, prone to literature; and to fuch a degree that I can truly 
affirm, in no place whatfocver ia Afia where I have been, nay, 1 may fay in the world, 
have I met with individuals fo learned and deep read in feience as thofe of Lar. My 
acquaintance was much fought after, and much courtefy was fhewn me by them, as well 
during my ilinefs as after my recovery. 

About the 2oth of February I left my bed, but ftill was fo weak that I could not 
walk acrofs my chamber without the affiftance ofaftick. At this period there fella 
little rain, the only time it had rained throughout the year; whence you may judge of 
the temperature of this climate. . 

The city of Lar is the capital of a great province, or kingdom, formerly poffeffed by 
a fovereign who made himfelf independent, either juftly or unjuftly, till Abbas the 
reigning Shah made war againft him, about three-and-twenty years ago, rather 
from the pride of conqueft than cupidity ; and, after dethroning the Prince, carried 
him away prifoner to court, whence, after fome flight reproaches, he fent him back to 
Shiraz, to the Khan of the province, who had had the management of the war. This 
unfortunate Prince died on his way thither. Since that period this country has become 
united to the empire of Perfia. Lar is at prefent the refidence of a Sultan, dependent 


on the Khan of Shiraz. he palace of Ibrahim Khan, who was formerly the fovereign 
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of this flate, is at “@hottupied, being réferved for the Khan of Shiraz on his 
occafional exérfions hithtr ; it has a {quare in front of proportionate fize. The bazir 
begins at the extremity of the fquare oppofite to the palace, and is extremely long, 
extending in a right line; is well built, arched over, orvemsant height, well propor- 
tioned, atry, and light. In the middle of\the ftreet isa dome, oppofite to which two 
other ftreets diverge, which make part of the bazar, forming a crofs. Beyond the 
market, at the end of this large ftreet, on the right hand, at one of the extremities of 
the city, I faw a caftle built on an eminence, which projeéts fome diftance into the 
plain, on each fide furrounded by walls alone, and of little confideration. 

On the 7th of March I took the latitude, which I found to be 27° 17 N.3 a great 
mathematician of this city, however, informed me, that the latitude was 271, fo that 
poflibly my obfervation was not fufficiently exact. I noticed, that the greateft cold 
experienced here alfo is at the beginning of March ; it is, however, very tolerable, and 
latts for fo thort a time, that before the conclufion of the month the city is fcarcely habit- 
able, on account of fwarms of flies. At this period alfo orange-flowers, jafmine, and 
rofes make their appearance, .and barley fhews itfelf in the ear. Water is very fcarce 

-in this city, the only obtainable being rain-water ; which, as it does not rain in this part 
fometimes for .years together, the inhabitants preferve when it falls in immente refer- 
‘voirs, capable of-containing fufficient for feveral years duration. On the 21ft of March, 
the feftival of Neurouz, or New Year’s Day, I noticed that a number of hops were 
-fhut, as well on that as for feveral fucceeding days ; upon enquiry, I found that none 
~were allowed to exercife their calling -until,they had firft made their gift to the new 
‘governor, and obtained, permiffion, Upon this being obtained, one of each trade pa- 
‘rades the ftreets, accompanied by fifes or flutes in token of joy. I fawa butcher, before 
whom certain people carried on their heads whole fheep ready cooked, and covered 
with laurel. This cuftom of baking whole animals at once is common in this country, 
and on fome occafions they bake one within another; for example, a capon in a fheep, 
.a fowl within a.capon, and within the fow! again a fmaller bird: fuch a difh is called 
perian. This practice is very ancient, Herodotus mentioning it to have been prattifed 
in his time. The people here are grievoufly burthened with taxes, and in confequence 
hold the King and the Kizilbafhi in utter abhorrence. 

At a feaft, to.which I was invited by the Cady Rokneddin, I faw a fpecies of orange, 
which I had never.before beheld either in Afia or in Europe. ‘Thefe oranges are large 
and handfome, of a-flame-colour externally, and delicioufly fweet ; what, however, is 
moft remarkable about them is their rind, much thicker than that of oranges in gene- 
ral, which is very tender, and is better eating even than the infide itfelf, being of a very 
pleafant fpicy flavour. I have preferved fome of the feed of them, as well as of fweet 
‘lemons, but doubt whether they may keep to Italy. 

On Wednefday, 8th of June, [left Lar in the night, on account of the extreme heat 
of the weather not admitting of our travelling by day ; and, after traverfing a mountain 
difficult to pafs, halted in the morning near a town called Kurdeh, on the margin of 
one of the large refervoirs which they are accuftomed to make in this country. The 
fields, on account of a want of water, although they had been, were not at prefent ina 
ftate of culture. ‘The wind which blew was fo hot and burning, that it left traces of its 
courfe. On account of the violent heat having pulled off my trowfers, my legs thus 
being-bare became inftantly red and inflamed, and caufed me to experience fo much 
pain that I was unable to put my feet to the ground, although at the fame time it was 
venomous the wind felt refrefhing. My fervants experienced fimilar effects from its 
influence with myfelf, The Perfian almanacs diftinctly point out the time of its preva- 
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dence, and call it bed feman, or the poifonous wind. _ Its barfeful confequences, however, 
are confined to the more fouthern provinces. An hour after funfet we continued our 
journey two leagues, as far as to a caravanferai in the neighbourhood of a town called Bir. 
We were con{trained to make very fhort ftages on account of the dearth of water 
through the country, none being to be found except rain-water preferved in cifterns. 
The next night, after riding two leagues, we {topt ina narrow valley between fome low 
mountains, where was a ciftern, the place was called Ghielu Ghiendé. Saturday night 
we travelled three leagues, and reached a place‘called Jezdcheft, inhabited by people 
who live in black tents like the Arabs, changing their quarters in fearch of herbage, 
but never removing from a fpace comprized within a fquare of two leagues. Thefe 
people are Perfians, and our guides, whofe tents were pointed out to us with thofe of 
the reft, formed part of their number. Atnight-fail, continuing our way, we encamped 
on Monday morning in a defart country, by the fide of a pond, near certain fepulchres, 
which fhewed the place to have been formerly inhabited ; after pafling the day here 
under ovr tents’ we departed in the evening, and travelled an equal diftance with what 
we had done the night before, that is to fay, four leagues ; {topping at a place called 
Beni Miri, The following evening we journied on four more leagues, refting at a {mall 
walled town called Nefirabad ; the next day with difficulty, owing to our camels being 
weak from want of their accuftomed barley and bran, we reached a town called: Char- 
cuon, belonging to the Begum, or great Queen, and confequently independent of the 
Khan of Shiraz, notwithftanding it laid within his diftrit. Here we difcharged our 
camels, entirely exhaufted. Thurfday night we left Charcuon early, but did not arrive 
at Paffa till very late, owing to our guides having miffed the way. On our arrival at 
. Paffa I refted beneath the fame tall cyprefs I had done in coming, but not with equal 
comfort ; I had loft what made the defart cheerful; my Maani was no more. Look- 
ing over fome garden walls, I perceived, bafking in the fun, an extraordinary number 
of tarantula, or lizards, four times as large at leaft as the largeft I had ever feen in 
our country. : 
On Sunday, voth of June, a little before dawn, fomewhat fatigued from having 
“travelled five leagues the preceding night, we refted in one of the fmall towns 
-. within the jurifdiction of Selviftan, called Hafan Havafk, or of good air. Beginning 
again our courfe at night we made fix leagues, and halted among the Turkmans of 
Giganli, near the fpot where we pitched our tents before. ‘Phe next night, four leagues 
brought us to the bridge of Paffa; and thence two or three leagues more to Shiraz; 
where we arrived on Wednefday, 22d of June... I did not choofe, however, to enter 
the city, but turning a little out of the high road into that which leads to Hifpahan, £ 
difmounted near the mofque of the calantar under the trees by the water fide. . 
On the rift of July, I rambled a hort diftance from where we took up our abode, ta © 
fee the tomb of Kogia Hafiz, an illuftrious poet of Perfia, whofe odes are in great 
celebrity. In a tolerably {pacious garden, ornamented by feveral works of architectures 
the chief which prefented itfelf refembled a {mall chapel with adome ; within this place 
this exquifite poet is entombed. ‘The fepulchre is large, and engraved all over fron: 
the top to the bottom with various characters, and is loaded with epitaphs even about 
the bafe. ‘Vhe front is taken up with a moft excellent epigram on his name. On one 
fide of this fepulchre are others of two difciples of Hafiz, and ‘on the other, that of a 
certain Seid, whofe name I have forgotten. The whole of the exterior court ts. full of 
fimilar tombs of lefs repute ; however the whole edifice was built in honour of the poet; 
and is called by the Mahometans Ziara. Such in Perfia is the eftimation in which men, 
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of letters are held.- Near Where he is entombed, his ibook is preferved as a monumerit™ 
of his mind, which is called the Divan, and is written in letters of gold. It is not, 
however, that which was written by himfelf, and which formerly was preferved here 5 
the King having caufed that to be removed into his own library. _ I vifited here likewife 
the tomb of Sheik Saadi, another famous poet, who befides a Divan, or colie@ion of 
poetry, wrote the Guliftan, and the Boftan. 

Many happy days and years to Signior Marius! Long may he live for himfelf, and 
for the public ; and with him all our common friends, whom I falute affeCtionately. 


LETTER XVII 


Combru. 

THE laft I wrote to you was from the gardens of Shiraz, on my way to Hilpahan, 
for the purpofe of taking my departure thence to Europe by the way of the defart and 
Turkey; I have been prevented, however, from purfuing this plan, owing to the 
impoflibility of my meeting with camels for my baggage, owing to their being all 
employed in tranfporting the “booty made at Ormuz ; I, therefore, waited at Shiraz 
until by a courier I underftood that the Englifh were about to embark for Surat with 
their filk. Having therefore fo good an opportunity of vifiting India, I abandoned my 
firft project of travelling through Turkey to Europe, as being replete with inconvenience 
and danger, and refolved on vifiting the fea-fhore a third time from Shiraz. 1 believe 
I omitted to ftate to you before that the Shiites, contrary to the opinion of the ‘Turks 
and the Sonnites, hold it lawful to marry for a limited time ; at the expiration of which 
the parties are free to feparate, or, if fatisfied with each other, may contrac a lafting 
marriage. Such females as thus have married for a time and feparated are not, on 
that account, the lefs efteemed. Moft of the marriages at Shiraz are after this man- 
ner ; and fuch is faid to be the difpofition for changing of the women of this city, that 
a curious tale is related, which is conftantly in every one’s mouth ; of two women 
who were intimate friends meeting together, one afked the other how long fhe had lived 
with her prefent hufband, and being anfwered two months; “¢ Poor creature,” faid 
the firft; ‘ and how is it poffible you could endure one man fo long !”” 

On the 20th of Auguft Shiraz was in a tumult of joy, upon the news arriving of 
the Shah having made conquelt of the city and province of Canduhar. It feems it 
capitulated fubfequent to the garrifon, and the chief of its inhabitants having abandoned 
it with their property. 

On the 26th of Auguft I left Shiraz for the fea-fhore, intending to pafs by Darab- 
ghierd, which I had not yet feen ; and continued the fame road we had travelled before 
as far as to Zirevan, arriving there on the 5th of September. On the evening of that 
day we took the road leading through Darabghierd, leaving that which led through 
Deh Chair, by which we pafled the year before, and arrived there by day-break, having 
travelled four leagues. All I can tell you of Darabghierd is, that, from the form of its 
habitations, and a number of palm-trees growing in the place, it has more the appear- 
ance of a borough than a city, nothing but its great extent and its numerous popula- 
tion giving it a fuperiority over the neighbouring towns. It has only one remarkable 
beauty, which is a ftream running through the great fquare and market place, in the 
former of which it traverfes a {mall bafon of water of a round form. ‘The meaning of 
its name, Darabghierd is, Darius enclofed it with walls (cinxit Darius). The day of 
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our arrival was fpent in receiving.ifits ; and upon the approach of nighgjre mounted our 
camels, and arrived on Thurfday at the peach-garden of Moghbkiel ; and on Friday at 
the mofque of the tomb of an Imanzadi. On Saturday we halted under the palm- 
trees of the village of Furg, and refted on fucceffive nights at the town of Tafkvie, 
Seid Geuder, where we ftopped all Tuefday, Peturgen, Dertenghi chehar rud, Guhné, 
Guri Bazirgon, and thence at Serzehi rizevon, where we found no inhabitant, every 
one having fled from fear of the foldiers, who in this quarter conduéted themfelves 
very indifferently to what they are. ufed when under command of the Shah. Here we: 
quitted the road of Abibungher, and took that which runs fouth to Combru; we 
paffed in the night through a town called Chah Chakor without halting, making five 
leagues from our place of departure, at the end of which we encamped under the fhade 
of the luli daghelt, a tree whofe branches hanging to the ground take root and pro- 
duce a new tree, and this fo repeatedly as to form a foreft of arches, fufficient in fome 
inftances to fhelter an immenfe number of people. Its leaves are thick, oval, fome- 
what refembling thofe of the quince, but much thicker and larger. Its fruit is very 
{mall, of a greyifh fcarlet colour, but when quite ripe inclining to black ; the wood of 
it is extremely light. ; 

In the evening we left this natural houfe, and arrived at Combru two hours before 
day-light, on the 21ft of September. This place is large, {pacious and well peopled 
on the fea-fhore, and having now changed its mafter, has likewife changed its name, 
being now called Port Abati In this city people of whatfoever religion they may be 
or country, who refort hither to trade, are welcome, and have the free exercife of their 
religion. We lodged here in the houfe of a Jew, in which we met. with every con- 
venience and accommodation as well in board as lodging. : 

While remaining at Combru for the arrival of the Englith, on the 4th of O@ober 
the city experienced four or five dreadful fhocks of an earthquake, which were 
repeated the fucceeding night fo violently as to throw down feveral houfes, with one 
of the towers of the fortrefs. 

I fend you this by Mr. George Strachan ; who for benefit of his health, affected by 
his refidence at Mina, is about to go home to Lar, and afterwards to Hifpahan. 
Mentioning Lar, I have to obferve to you, that the coins of that province being of 
pure metal, difficult to. counterfeit, and taken by weight, pafs currently all over 
the Eaft. I falute you and all my friends; to whom I befeech you to make my 
refpeQs, 


The author remained at Combru till the 15th of January 1623, when. he left 
Perfia, embarking on board the Whale, an Englifh thip bound for Surat. 
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AN ACCOUNT OF GEORGIA. 


Prefented to His Holinefs Pope Urban VIII. by Pietro delle Valle in 1627. 


>A under the names of Colchis and Iberia, with part of Armenia, and poffibly of 
Albania. ‘This tract, according to Strabo, includes the country of the Mufcovites, for 
it extends in lengthgfrom the moit eaftern extremity of the Black fea, where it begins, 
to the Cafpian ; it has towards the eaft onlyea fmall maritime diftri&t of Albania, be- 
longing at this time to the King of Perfia; in which are fituated the cities of Backu 
and Derbent, -called by-the Turks, Domircapi (Jron-gate), and defcending a little 
towards the South, a {mall portion of Shirwan,’ the capital of which is Schamachi, ap- 


d i country at prefent called Georgia comprehends all that known to the ancients 


parently a part of the ancient Media Atropatenis. A little towards the weft Georgia is’ 


bounded by the Black fea. North or it are the Cafpian mountains, branching from 
mount Caucafus and ftretching from one fea to the other, inhabited at this time by certain 
barbarians and thieves, called Lezghi, chiefly Mahometans, and fome very poflibly {till 
idolaters or atheifts. It is not improbable they may be the Soani or Phthirophages 
mentioned by Strabo. Finally, towards the fouth it has for boundary that part of 
Armenia bordering on Media, and lower down on the moft weftern fide, towards ‘T're- 
bifond, if I miftake not, fome part of Cappadocia: eer ae 
' The whole of this country, throughout which the fame language is common to all 
the inhabitants, was governed formerly according to their account by‘one King, until 
he divided his dominions among his four children, all of whom he made fovercign 
Princes, With the eldeft, however, to whom he gave the middle and better portion 
of the divifion, he left a certain pre-eminence above the others, whence this Prince is even 
now refpected by all the reft, is confidered as the elder branch, and is honoured by the 
title of Mepet Mepé (King of Kings), the other princes taking the ftyle of Princes 
of Georgia only. 3 
The number of Princes at this time is fix ; for in addition to the four of royal blood 
before mentioned, there are two others, who were chiéf minifters of the Mepet Mepé, 
and governors of two confiderable portions of his dominions on the Black Sea, who 
revolting, feized upon and made themfelves abfolute lords of the provinces they go- 
verned, Acquiring in procefs of time, authority and reputation, they not only rofe 
to an equality, but formed an alliance with the others. At prefent they are all upon an- 
equal footing, and frequently intermarry ; remembrance is however yet kept up of the 
diftin@tion of the Mepet Mepé, for when he mounts his horfe, the two princes formerly 
his vaffals and minifters, when by, are wont to hold the one the bridle the other the 
itirrup as an acknowlegement of his fovercignty. As to the divifion of the country fince 
its partition into fix diftinét Sovereignties, the Mepet Mepé is lord of a dominion in the 
centre of Georgia, called in the language of the country Imeriti, the innermoft, the 
ftrongeft part of the whole, and undoubtedly the Iberia of the ancients. The name 
of the reigning Prince of this part is Ghiorghi or George; on addreffing him, for fhort- 
nefs fake, he is not called Mepet Mepé, the only name he figns, but Ghiorgi Mepé 
or King George. The Turks, however, for what reafon Tam ignorant, call not 
only the country but the ruling prince Bath-yachivi, or bareheaded. 
sa # * Eaftward 
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Faftward of this fate is another province called Kacheti, which, if I miftake not, 
‘forms a part of the ancient Iberia, and probably of Albania. This is the dominion of a 
Prince defcended from the youngeft of the four brothers of the blood royal; his re- 
fidence is the city of Zagain. ‘Thele princes, however, as weil as the geniry of the 
country (for, unlike the ufual cuftom of the eaft, the Georgians are diftinguifhed by an 

hereditary nobility, and intermarry only according to rank as in Europe}, thefe princes, 
I fay, a8 well as the gentry called Afnaures refide chiefly in and prefer the country, 
looking upon towns as fuitable only, to people following trades and commerce, which 
they confider beneath them ; and fo powerfully does this fentiment prevail among the 
Georgians, fuch even as are not Afnaures, provided thoy be able to fubfift otherwi 
difdain to live in towns, and defpife all handicrafts and wade, leaving the exercife of 

. : * -  & oe 

thefe to foreigners, fuch as Armenians, and Jews, the number of whom in the country 
is very confiderable, and others of fimilar activity. 

As for them their chief occupation is arms, the ecclefialtical profeffion, which, how- 
ever few among them follow, or, in wifich many are employed, the culture ef their 
own eftates, which are extremely produttive not only of fruits of all defcription, but 
alfo of filk which they colle&tein quantities. Moft of the inhabitants poffefs fome por- 
tion of land, and fo many being employed in the field was the cauie why they were 
termed Georgians by the ancient Greeks (Lregfo:), or hufbandmen. From this pro- 
penfity of its inhabitants, the towns in. this country are few in number and incon. 
fiderable, but the fields are well populated in every part, and covered with good 
houfes, although principally of wood. They have, moreover, a number of chambers, 
‘well conftruéted in themfelves, but commonly in but indifferent repair 

‘The Prince who formerly reigned over this province. of Kycheti is fill living, but 
deprived of his dominions, vas fhall hereafter relate, and is called Teimuraz: Abbas, 
the prefent King of Perfia, was friendly difpofed towards this prince, and on his wife 

? dying fent to him father John Thaddeus de St. Elizée, a barefooted Carmelite, at prefent. 
in Perfia, and at that time chief of the miffion, with compliments of condolance. 
Prince Teimuraz, who is of the Romifh communion, on that account, as well as from 
his being fent by King Abbas, fhewed him great civility, and was extremely affable ta 
him ; caufing him to celebrate mafs in his principal church in prefence of the metro- 
politan, and intended himfelf to have been there on the’ occafion, ‘but by fome means 
was prevented. He offered him alfo territory for the eftablifhment of a convent of his 
order, and to build a church upon in fhort, the Prince himfelf as weil as the metro- 
politan, whofe name was Allah Verdi, a prudent man, and well affected to the Holy 
See, exhibited an extreme attachment and refpett towards the Romifh church, 

Of the two Princes defcended from the two other brothers of the blood royal, the one is 
Sovereign of a dominion fouth of Kacheti and Imiretti. The name of the country is 
Cardel or Carduel. It forms part of the greater Armenia, the name of its capital 
Teflis. It formerly was fubject, (and even in the memory of our fathers) to Prince 
Simon, who died afterwards in prifon at Conftantinople, famous in hiftory for the wars 
he waged againft the Turks. This Prince, from the letters written by him'to Paul IIL. 
of happy memory, if thofe letters were truly of his writing, as I believe them to have 
been, was evidently well affe€ted towards the Holy See. One of thefe letters, together 
with the note previoufly addreffed by that Sovereign Pontiff to the Prince, is inserted 
in a book publifhed by Thomas de Jefus, a barefooted Carmelite, and entitled de pro- 
curandé falute omnium gentium. : 

Latterly, this tate was governed by Luarfab a young Prince of great promife, the. 
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a wretched end, being put to death in prifon, where he had been confined for feveral 
years, without leaving any iflue, not having confummated with the bride to which he had * 
been betrothed, His principality came afterwards under the dominion of another 
Prince of his houle, his nephew, or coufin, but a Mahometan, and not as an abfolute 
Sovereign, but in vaflatage under the King of Perfia, as I fhall deferibe. 

The other Prince defecnded from the blood royal, held dominion over a country 
wellward, comprizing a part of Carducl: it bordered upon Armenia, Cappadocia, 
and the frontiers of Media. At prefent, this ftate no longer exifts, as will appear. 

.. The two laft Princes defcended from the minifters of whom I have {poken, and not 
from the ancient Kings, poflefs dominions fituated on the Euxine or Black fea, The 
one towards the north is mafter of the country which lays between the Cafpian moun. 
tains and thofe of Dadian, (a word importing vagabond, from the way of life anciently 
followed by its inhabitants, refembling that of the Arabs), but of late years, fince this 
cuftom has been changed, the country is one of the fineft and beft cultivated in Georgia. 

‘Lhis province, the ancient Colchis, is called by the Turks, Mingrelia. The Prince 
which reigns over it at prefent is young, his name to the belt of my recollection, 
Levan, In 1615, a Jefuit from the eftablifhment at Conftantinople, who vifited the 
Chriftians of this country to inform himfelf of their difpofition, returned while I was 
yct at Conftantinople. I was with him without other company for three or four days, he 
being taken ill on his return of a contagious diforder which reigned in that city. The 
good father related to me that he had feen this young Prince, at that time, but twelve 
years of age; that the mother, who lived in a coarfe, ruftic manner, governed during 
his minority; that he had induéted the Prince into the church, to offer up the head of 
a wild boar which he had killed; that the Prince had loaded him with kindnefs and 
fhewed great attachment to him, but that for want of knowing the language of the 
country, and of any who could interpret for them, they were at a lofs to underftand 
each other. ,and incapable of treating on any matters. Nothing beyond has tranfpired 
of the journey of this Jefuit, either owing to his dying of the plague, or his papers being 
loft ina tempeft at fea. But I hope that his brethren at Conftantinople, as they are fo 
contiguous to this flate, that a voyage thither may be effected in a week, or even in 
lefs time in cafe of favourable weather, will not have given up the miffion ; poffibly, 
indeed, they may already have either deputed miffionaries, or be on the eve of fending 
fome. 

South of Mingrelia on the Black fea, and bordering on Cappadocia and Trebifond, 
reigns the remaining Prince not defcended from the ancient Kings. ‘This flate called 
Guriel, is in my efteem either a part of Cappadocia or Colchis. ‘The Prince's name 
Ithink, is Jefe. Of his family, I believe, is the Metropolitan now at the head of the 
whole of the Georgian church not fubjeét to the King of Perfia. Over that part de. 
pendent on the latter which lays more towards the eaft, there is another primate no- 
minated by that Sovereign. The laft fucceeded to that Allah Verdi, whom I before 
have mentioned ; and was living while I wasin Perfia. A different one called likewife Allah 
Verdi, (if that name be not rather an appendage to the perfon holding the primacy), 
had a filter, at prefent in exiftence in Perfia, whither fhe was tranfported together with 
numbers of her nation on occafion of that famous tranfmigration of the Georgians, on 
which I fhall touch as] proceed. ‘This lady married the fon of a fifter of the old Allah 
Verdi deceafed. She has two filters, one of which was goffip with me, I having ftood 
as fponfor for three of her fons brought thither on the migration from Georgia. They 
are at prefent living in Hifpahan, where they have refided a number of years ina very 
wretched manner, as 1 was witnels to, fuffering every privation rather doa apoftatize, 
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,the King refufing them any allowance, but upon condition of their changing theit 
‘Feligion. They fupported their mifery with great patience, notwitbftanding they had 
been educated in Georgia in profufion and grandeur, and after having difpofed of alt 
they had brought from their owa country. they were fupported by their labour, and 
occafionally by alms from the monks at Hifpahan. Thefe good fathers continually 
protected them as well as the other Europeans refident there, cach as long as we re- 
mained in that city relieving them to the extent of bis ability. 

Georgia has exifted almoft conftantly from early time in the manner I have here 
defcribed. As to temporalitics, it has ever maintained itfelf independent, which isy 
certainly a prodigy, its fituation between the two great empires of Verfia and Turkey" 
being confidered, and the inveteracy they have conftantly fhewn againft it, rather on 
account of the religion of its inhabitants, than for any other caule; that they fhould 
fo have upheld themfelves, divided by party differences as its Princes frequently have 
been, almoft without knowlege of artillery, with few or no fire-arms, with fo fmall a 
number of fubjects compared with their opponents, and what is above all, without the 
means of receiving fuccour from any other power, owing to their infulated pofition. 
Thefe collective circumftances evince in their governors a great portion of courage ; 
while, in fpite of all attempts at opprefling them, with their fovercignty they have 
even to the prefent day upheld themfelves, as have their fubjects alfo, true votaries of 
the Chriftian faith. On this account it appears to me not only that they deferve great 
praife, but that the church itfelf is highly indebted to them for the bravery and 
prowefs they have exhibited in the wars they have waged at one time with the Per. 
fians, at another with the Turks, frequently defeating their armies; and efpecially 
for the conftancy with which they have defended and preferved the pure religion of 
Jefus. 

In the prefent age, either as a punifhment for their fins, or otherwife by permiffion 
of the Moft High, the Georgians have been forely oppreffed ; and that, more than 
to any other caufe, owing to their diforganization and feuds : hence, notwithttanding 
they yet have confiderable power, they have loft a great part of that they formerly 
pofleffed. For, of the fix-Princes which I have deferibed, one defcended from their 
ancient Kings, whofe dominions bordered on Armenia and Cappadccia in the neighbour~ 
hood of Tabril and the confines of Media, and who ferved againft his will, at one time 
in the armies of the Turks, at another in thofe of Perfia, in their continual wars, had 
his territories by degrees incorporated with thofe of the ‘Turks, who finally feized upon 
the whole of them, under the vain pretext of his being the fomenter of thefe troubles. 
Tam told that there yet exifts a young Prince of his family who lives at the court of 
the Grand Signior, foliciting there in vain, as an indemnification for the dominions 
ravithed from him, the government of fome province. 

Of late years, upon a frefh war breaking out between the Perfians and Turks, 
fhortly before my travelling into Perfia, two other Georgian Princes of the ancient 
royal houfe were fpoiled of their principalities ; and, although not utterly ruined, were 
reduced to a wretched condition. Poffibly, however, fome new revolution, which is 
not unlikely to happen, may reinftate them. ‘Thefe two Sovereigns are the Princes 
Teimuras and Luarfab, both whom, their territories laying on the frontiers of Perfia, were 
in meafure dependerit on that empire. The greater part of the Princes of Georgia even 
were accuftomed to receive their education at the court of that power, and thefe two 
latter paffed feveral years of their infancy there. In the war of which I fpeak, while 
peace was negotiating between the Perfians and Turks ; whilft yct the armies of either 
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power werein fence of each other, and while, whom thefe Princes depended on, 
was yet uncer difeuffion, each claiming them as his vaflals, the King of Perfia affirmed * 
to the Turkith ambaflador that they conftantly owned allegiance to him, and that: 
as a proof they waiied cn him in his camp as often as required. The ambaflador, 

























who: would not allow I u , that if they were thus fubmiflive, it might 
be proved by his fum ¢ them at the inftant. ; 
Upon thi med them, but thefe Princes, feeing the Turkith army fo 
clofe upen t arful of declaring themfelves, and prevaricated firft with one 
sthen with t ing themfelves handiomely towards the Perfians, but re- 


Fufing to enter their camp. ‘This piqued the Perfian exceedingly, and brought him 
into a degree of difrepute among the Lurks; he, however, diffembled his refentment 
at the inftant, as he could do no other; but after the Peace was concluded and the 
Ottoman army withdrawn, he, by his ufual intrigues, managed to effe& a difunion 
between Luarfab and Teimuraz, fuch even as almoft to engage them to refort to arms, 
notwithftanding their affinity, for Veimuras had efpoufed as a fecond wife the fifter of 
Luarfab; extremities, however, were prevented, while their two armies were on foot, 
by the interpofition of certain noblemen, their vaffals, who reprefented to and fatisfied 
them of the divifion being fomented by the. King of Perfia, for the purpofe of ruining: 
both. Upon looking into the intrigue, they difcovered that this King had fecretly 
conveyed a letter or order to either, couched in the felf fame terms, exhorting each to: 
attack, make away with the other, and feize upon his dominions, in which attempt he 
pledged to fuccour him, and maintain him in pofleffion of the territories he fhould. 
conquer : profeffing to cach he addretfed the ftrongeft friendfhip and the greateft aver. 
fion to his adverfary, on many accoynts which he fuggefted. Notwithitanding this 
elucidation, fo eafy of deception is this nation, it failed to put them on their guard, or. 
teach them wifdom. 

In addition to this, the King fomented difcord between Teimuraz and his mother, 
or at leaft excited miftruft. This princefs, called Ketevan Dedupali, or Queem 
Ketevan, poffefled great abilitics, was of exemplary conduct, related to Luarfab, and 
being a widow, had governed the ftate for years during the minority of Teimuraz, and. 
had valiantly defended it againft Conftantine Menfa her coufin, a Mahometan Prince, 
who, upoa the death of her hufband, Daud, the brother of Conftantine, had mercilefsly 
and cruelly maffacred her old father Alexander. After him another brother attempted. 
an invafion of the flate, and would have fucceeded but for her giving him battle, 
defeating him, and putting him to death, together with a number of perfons who fup- 
ported hin, Upon thelg feveral accounts fhe was exceedingly efteemed and loved 
by the people. ‘The King of Perfia, to excite miftruft in the mind of Teimuraz, infi- 
nuated that his mother intended to marry a certain officer, whom, for his valour and, 
prudence, fhe had employed in different departments of the government; and that in 
Such cafe, fhe would contrive the ruin of Teimuraz, for the purpofe of fecuring the 
principality to the children the might have by her fecond hufband. 

Teimuraz nourifhing this idea, and ignorant of the {nare laid for him, put this 
officer, the beft ftay of his country, to death, and withdrew all authority from his 
mother ; afterwards this young man, unexperienced and not beloved by his nobility, 
found himfelf encircled with trouble. For the King of Perfia excited frefh difcontent 
in the ftate, and rendered him contemptible in the eyes of the nobles, on account of his 
being a child, treating them on their vifits to Perfia with the greateft diftin@ion and 
familiarity, making tiem confiderable prefents, and in every thing which regarded 

their 
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their religion, admitting perfei toleration; fo that by degrees they"became attached 
to this monarch, weaned of their affection for their natural fovereign, and efteemed as 
the height of felicity their having him for lord. 

After employing fuch artifices for fome time, the King of Perfia, in 1613, fell all at 
once upon Georgia with a large army, under pretence of Teimuraz having married 
the Princefs Kaurafhian, filter of Luarfab, who had previoufly been promifed to him. 
‘Wherefore, on his arrival upon the frontiers of the dominions of Luarfab and Teimu- 
raz, he ordered thefe two Princes to repair to his camp, to render account of this and 
bring him the bride, ftating his firm refolution of poffefling her, and infifting on the 
diffolution of her marriage with 'eimuraz, which already had been confummated ; as if 
fuch a practice were allowable with the Chriftians as with the Mahometans. 

The Georgian Princes were aftonifhed at this unexpected fummons, and what aug- 
mented their confufion was the treachery of a number of noblemen, who afforded a 
free paflage to the troops of Perfia, and introduced them into the heart of the country ; 
into which, without this perfidy, from the natural fortifications which furround it, and 
its difficult paffes, it would have been impoflible for him to have penetrated. Thefe 
Princes, exceedingly perplexed, knew not what meafures to adopt, and Luarfab, the 
moft fimple of the two, refolving on obedience, furrendered himfelf, and was fent by 
the Perfian into the province of Afterabad, on the Cafpian Sea, a confiderable diftance 
from Georgia, where he was placed under the care of the khan of that province, and 
treated rather asa gueft than a prifoner, being allowed to go wherever he chofe. | The 
King of Perfia did not commit any devaftation upon or eveh enter the territories of 
Luarfab, but eftablifhed there as a governor one Riarei, or Bagred Mirza, either an 
uncle or coufin of Luarfab, who had fome yeass before turned Mahometan in Perfia, 
He had a fon a Moflem as well as his father, but born in ‘this religion, who governed 
in that country when I was there, not indeed as a fovereign prince, but as a khan and 
vatlal of the King of Perfia, the better part of whofe forces were commanded by 
officers of the Chriftian faith, which likewife was the religion of the chief part of his 
fubjects. 

"After Luarfab had refided in this manner for fome years in Afterabad, that he might 
be more fecure of his perfon, the King of Perfia caufed him to be removed to Farfiftan,. 
or Perfia Proper, one of the provinces the moft diftant from Georgia, where he was 
clofely confined for fome time in a fortrefs, at a fhort diftance from the capital, called 
Shiras. At laft in 1621, or about that time, when his fubjedts had the greateft hopes 
of his liberation, and the King appeared moft anxious to fee and be favourable to lim, 
exactly the yeverfe occurred. For this fovereign all at once was difgufted with the 
Prince, in confequence of the revengeful infinuations of one Murza, a man of higheft 
confideration among the Georgians, and very powerful, whofe fifter Luarfab had 

_cither promifed to marry, or after marrying had repudiated, who perfuaded the King, 
with whom he was high in favour, that he never could maintain a fecure and peace- 
able poffeffion of the dominions of Luarfab as long as he lived ; for being fo well be- 
loved by his people, they would conftantly nourith hopes of feeing him again their 
fovereign, as long as he exifted, their hearts and good-will being wholly his.  Initi- 
gated by this motive, or elfe from the difcovery of a confpiracy about this time among 
the Georgians to deftroy him, Abbas refolved on quafhing their hopes, which, in cafe’ 

“of any infurretion, might caufe thefe people to appear in array againft him, and caufed. 
Luarfab to be ftrangled in prifon with the bow-ftring. 

‘Teimuraz was more cautious, never trufting himfelf to the cuftody of the King of 
Perfia, declaring when cited, that he was apprehenfive of his anger, as he was 
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offended: that feas impoffible for him to part with @is wile, as neither the Chriftian * 
religion nor his own honour allowed him to give her up to another; but in order to 
farisfy hin of bis fubmiffion, he fent to him his own mother with his two unmarried 
fifters, and tworyoung children, his offspring by the lady contefted. This meafure was 
adopted by ‘feimuraz under expectation that the Lady Ketevan, his nother, a woman 
of confummate ability, and who had feveral times before negotiated diferent affairs in 
Perfia with she King, with whofe manner and difpofition the was perfe~:ly acquainted, 
would be able to appeafe that Monarch, and procure him peace. The meafure, how- 
ever, was fruitlefs, the King being inexorable, and appearing to be paflionately attached 
to the Princefs Kavrafhian, well knowing that Teimuraz neither could nor would 
liften to the infolent propvfal made to him of giving her up, he infifted on Teimuraz 
appearing before him. Bur as the Prince refufed obedience, the King retained the 
Princefs Ketevan, and fent her, together with her children and grandchildren, to the 
city of Shiras, where, when I was there, fhe was maintained with the refpect due to 
her yank. After this the King of Perfia entered Georgia with his army, that is to fay 
the province of Kacheti, dependant on Teimuraz, which was made acceffible by the 
treafon of feverable nobles, who fided with him in hopes of great rewards, and opened 
to him the moft difficult paffages through the mountains. 

‘Teimuraz perceiving his enemies all at once in the midtt of his country, without any 
army on fovt to oppofe them, or time to raife one, was fearful of trufting himfelf to 
fubjeéts whofe fidelity he had full reafon to fufpeét, and having no other refource, he, 
with his wife and a nuntber of Georgians, who faithfully adhered to him, betook 
themfelves to flight; firft taking refuge in the more interior and ftrongeft part of 
the country of Imerité, where this Prince firft reigned, and afterwards flying to Odifci 
or Dadian. 

Many noblemen under falfe hopes voluntarily fubmitted to the King of Perfia, and 
apoftatizing enrolled themfelves under his banners. Others of more generous difpo- 
fition, but who had no time to fly, were overcome by force. Thus the whole peuple, 
in immenfe numbers, became the prey of the fpoiler. 

The King, upon his entrance into Georgia, after obferving the natural ftrength of 
its fortifications, and reflecting on the injury to which he would be expofed from the 
inhabitants provided they fhould become united and under a good government, was 
not only undefirous of retaining the country, but conceived it beft to withdraw 
thence the whole of bis army as foon as poflible. He was, however, unwilling io mils 
the advantage he obtained by the fubjugation of fuch a numerous people, of infinitely 
greater value than the country itfelf; and duly weighing the defolation which would 
follow the entire depopulation of a whole province, he caufed all the inhabitants, males 
as well as females, to leave their houfes, noblemen as well as plebeians, young and old 
of all defcriptions, caufing them to take with them their moft valuable effects, as many 
as they could, and placing them in front of hisarmy, he marched them rapidly into his 
own dominions, afterwards diftributing them among thofe provinces fartheft from 
Georgia, the thinnelt of inhabitants. Hence the provinces of Kherman or Caramania, 
Mazanderan, on the Cafpian Sea, and feveral others of that empire, are now princi- 

ally inhabited by Georgians and Circaflians ; for a number of Circaffians but a thort 
time before, from a dearth of provifions in their own country, pafled into that of 
Teimuraz, and became the vaffals of this Prince in common with the Georgians, 
living and intermarrying with them. Theie, therefore, were treated in the fame man- 
nar as the Georgians, and, alike difperfed over the different provinces of Perfia, enjoy 
equal liberty with the other fubjects of the crown. Although they are found in my 
12 other 
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other provinces, in Farfiftan and Mazanderan, they are in fach numbgrs, that through- 
out whole cities and diftrits thie are no other inhabitants. For thé fubfiftence the 
King grants them lands, for which they pay, in common with the Mahometan fubjects, 
aninconjderable fine. Thefe people, who form the chief of the inhabitants of thefe 
provinces, preferve their religion, which, however, is very grofs Chriftianity, owing to 
their having no priefts or minifters to inftru& them, or at leaft fo fmall a number as to 
be infufficient for the tuition of fuch a multitude of people varioufly difperfed ; and 
even fuch as thefe are fo ignorant themfelves, as to be of little utility. Many noble- 
men, however, impatient.of hardfhips, and moft of the foldiers, with feveral among the 
people, moved by ambition and avarice, in order to participate the bounty of the King 
largely dealt out to thofe who change their religion, and again numbers induced by 
neceflity, have turned Mahometans, and.ftill continue to do fo. By means of thefe 
the arity of Abbas has been frequently augmented ; he employing thefe ferfs, as they 
are called, as-a counterpoife againft and: to. reftrain the infolence of the Quifilbafhi, 
The number of thefe renegadoes in his fervice, exclufive of Armenians and Circaf- 
fians, is computed at 30,000, all embodied together. Some of them hold commands 
in the army, have governments, and have rifen to various dignities, even to thofe of 
fultans and khans. 

_ Diftinét from thefe Georgians, who are free in Perfia, there is moreover an infinite 
number not only of the common people, but of the nobility, who in the diforder confe- 
quent on the irruption of the Perfians into their country, were made flaves by the Per- 
fians. ‘Sd many are there of this defcription, that there is not a houfe of any confe- 
quence in Perfia but is full of men and women of this countfy. Not a fatrap but has 
his wives entirely of the Georgian nation, the women of that country being famous for 
beauty, and even the King has fcarcely any other for his attendants, his palaces {warm 
ing with them, as well females as men. All of thefe nearly have abjured their reli- 
gion, either in fa& or in femblance, under the impreffion common among them, that 
God knowing the fecrets of the heart, it is enough they fhould remain faithful inter- 
nally to their religion, and: that it matters not what profeffion they exteriorly make. 

This unfortunate meafure of tranfporting the inhabitants of Georgia was attended by 
the moft dreadful diforders and exceffes. Murders, people dying of ftarvation, rob- 
beries, rapes, children ftifled in defpair by their own parents, or thrown by them into 
yivers, others maffacred by the Perfians for want of good complexions, others again 
torn from their mothers’ breafts, and thrown into the itreets and highways, to become: 
the prey of wild beafts, or be trodden to death by the horfes and camels belonging to 
the army, which for a whole day together trampled upon carcafes: {uch is the picture 
of this fhocking expedient ; and afterwards, how agonizing the feparation of parents 
from their children, hufbands from their wives, brothers from their fifters, divided 
from each other, and forwarded to different provinces! So numerous were thefe 
wretched ruined people on this occafion, that they were publicly fold at a cheaper rate: 
even than beafts. But let us draw a veil over this frighttul fcene, and proceed to fpeak 
of Teimuraz. After wandering for feveral days in the territories of the other Princes 
of Georgia, he at laft withdrew to the Turks, among whom he latterly continued to 
dwell, receiving from the Grand Signor, as I was informed, the government of the 
city of Cogni, with fome lands in Cappadocia, inhabited principally by Chriftians of the 
Greek church, the revenue from which government ferves for his fupport. He has 
continually endeavoured and {titl feeks to be revenged on the King of Perfia. He it 
was, who, in 1618, was the inftigation of that great army cf the Turks and Tatars 
penetrating into Perfia, in which expedition he accompanied it. This army made 
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greater progrefs into Perfia than any one had ever done before, almoft reaching 
Ardebil, a fanétuary of the Perfians, and the place of fepulture of the reigning dynafty ~ 
of that country, which Teimuraz was ardently defirous of deftroying, to avenge him- 
felf for the deftruétion of the churches in Georgia. In this war, the moft perilous of 
any in which Abbas was ever engaged, | accompanied him. ‘The Turks, however, from 
bad conduct, want of fkill and courage, did not reap the advantage they might have 
done upon the occafion, and finally concluded, as is commonly the cafe with them, by 
effecting nothing ; nay, their retreat rather refembled a flight, a number of their men 
being cut off, which caufed the Perfian to return to court in triumph, Teimuraz repair- 
ing to his government. Since then he has remained quiet, waiting a more opportune 
inftant, which, at the fartheft, muft occur on the death of Abbas, whom he has every 
chance of furviving, being much the younger of the two, and of which he is fecure, 
owing to the difappointment thefe Georgians have experienced in their expe&ations, 
who zpellatized in Perfia aftet their treachery to Teimuraz; the King not having 
requited them as they wifhcd, nor treating them any longer with the fame Kindnefs he 
did before they became his vaifals, nor in matters of religion acting as they expected, 
receiving none into his fervice, nor affording to any one, whether noble or a foldier, 
the leaft affitance, other than on condition of turning a Mahometan. For thefe rea- 
fons the Georgians look on him with difguft, and repent their condua, fo much fo 
even, that they exclaim openly they have been deceived, and that if the paft could be 
recalled, they would act differently. Hence, I doubt not, although Abbas as a prudent 
and much dreaded Sovereign may be able. to maintain his ground as long as he lives, 
that upon his death (as is always the cafe in Perfia) the {word will be drawn at his 
funeral ; when, provided the Georgians retain their prefent difpofition and be united, 
provided they have a chief poffeffed of abilities, Teimuraz by their affiftance may 
eventually effect great things in Perfia, nay poffibly affume the fucceflion: againft this, 
there is but the natural temper of his people, fickle and prone to change. Nor will 
jit any ways furprife me, if the dominions of Luarfab fhould again become fubje& to 
fome Chriftian Prince, either by the abjuration of Mahometanifm on the part of the 
prefent governor, or by the people depofing him and placing fome Chriftian on the 
throne, fimilar revolutions not being unufual in Georgia. 

The Princefs Ketevan, the mother of Teimuraz, was, asI have noticed before, con- 
duéted to Shiras with her two grand-children. | While I was there fhe refided {till in 
that city, and was treated with great refpeét. She, with all her family, confifting of a 
number of male and female attendants, remained firmly attached to the faith of Chrift, 
obferving all the duties of religion as well as fhe was able; but at that time fhe had no prieft 
with her, or any regular minifter of her country to fulfil its duties. On this account, one 
of her attendants officiated, attached, as I conceive, to the church by fome degree, as he 
was a good Chriftian, and being looked upon as fuch by the Muffulmen, they were 
folicitous of removing him ; for which purpofe they accufed him of fome weighty crime, 
and fuborning falfe witnefles to prove it, put him to death, burning him alive at Shiras. 
‘He met death with conftancy, firm in his faith, and bearing his tate with refignation, 
As for the other clerk fhe had with her when I was there, he managed the whole affairs 
of the houfhsld as an intendant, and was rather a courtier than a divine; and, whether 
owing to ignorance or any other caufe ] know not. he never faid mals. She had with 
her, moreover, a monk, but merely a novice of his order, and a lay brother, who was 
of no fervice. As, however, the Carmelites and Auguftin friars have now a convent 
and a church at Shiras, I doubt not they will have afforded confolation to the Princefs, 
and preferve her fteady in the faith, particularly as they were never wanting while I 
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was there in rendering her affiftance in temporal matters, as long as fhe lived. I fay 
as long as the lived, for in pafling through Baffora fome months ago, I received intelli- 
gence of the death of this Princefs on the 22d of September, 1624. She fuffered mar- 
tyrdom in a moft cruel and glorious manner in the city of Shiras, by order of the King 
Gf Perfia, on account of her perfiftance in the faith. I'am ignorant wherefore they were 
folicitous cf forcing a renunciation upon her, aid can fay nothing of the particulars 5 
for them I refer to the memoirs of Father Gregory Oriini, a Dominican, the vicar 
general of Armenia, who in his travels paffing through Perfia thortly before me, at a time 
this newly happencd, gave a relation of the circumttance. ‘This Father was at Baffora 
when I met him, and heard of it from his mouth, and thence he afterwards brought a , 
minute detail of the matter with him to Rome. As for the grand-children of this 
princels, the one called Levan, the other Alexander, they were brought up by the King, 
who would never {offer them to fee their grandmother, as he educated them in Iflamifm, 
lef fhe fhould convert them, notwithftanding they refided in the fame city. The 
fame year that Luarfab was put to death in prifon, Abbas caufed them both to he caf- 
trated, defirous of deftroying in them, with all hopes of pofterity, any defire they might 
conceive of returning to the country of their anceftors. 

In my time, the grandmother, not to’ hurt her feelings, was kept ignorant of this cir 
cumftance; and, on having occafion to fee her domeftics, they enjoined me the firlt 
thing not to mention it. ‘Teimuraz has, however, other children by his fecond wife, 
boys as well as girls: Providence not allowing, poflibly, that his family fhould be wholly 
extiné. When fome months back I was at Aleppo, news had arrived there that 
‘Teimuraz, on account of being urged by the Turks to turn Muffulman, had fought 
refuge in Mufcovy with a Chriftian Prince, as well as himfelf a fectary of the Greek 
church, after which he attempted but fruitlefsly through his interference, he being on 

intimate terms with the King of Perfia, to obtain the liberation of his mother. It was 
even faid that this interference was the caufe of Abbas infifting on her apoftatizing, as 
in cafe of her tuning Mahometan it would juttify his refufal, or objecting would give 
a colour to his putting her to death. However this may be, the latent {parks of hatred 
in the breaft of Teimuraz were kindled into a flame upon this new outrage, and, joined 
by the Mufcovites, he breathed nothing but war and revenge. ‘Thefe, moved to pity 
and indignation at fuch an atrocity, afforded him aid, and taking his route through 
Circaflia and by the Caucafian mountains, which lay between Georgia and Mufcovy, 
this Prince re-entered Georgia, and not only in his own country but aifo in that of the 
murdered Luarfab had attacked the Perfians with great hopes of fuccefs; the way 
being paved for him by a terrible flaughter of Mahometans, on the part of the fame 
Moura, chief of the Georgians, and a renegado, who, asI have before related, was the 
firft inftigator of all their calamities, and governed this country for the young Prince, 
in the hands of the King of Perfia. Moura at length becoming fufpetted by Abbas, 
from the great authority he poffeffed, the wily King intended to put him to death ; this, 
however, being difcovered by Moura, he repented his conduét to Luarfab, and forgave 
the injury he had received, already too amply revenged. It is faid he has renounced 
Iflamifm, and made profeffion anew of Chriftianity ; that, by a piece of artifice, he has 
deftroyed feveral general officers belonging to the Perfians, who had fhortly before ar- 
rived in that country, and either dethroned or put to death the young Mahometan 
Prince. He is, it is further faid, induftrioufly employed in rendering Yeimuraz fove- 
reign of all thofe countries, and delivering his nation entirely from the tyranny of 
Perfia, and the religion, of its falfe prophet. This news, however, I do not giye for 
fa&t, but relate it merely as it was current. ‘ 
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Nothwithftanding the misfortune which, as I have related, befel Teimuraz and tage 

murdered Luatfab, the dominions of the latter are on their old footing, {till govern 
by a relative of his family, but a Muffutman aud a fubje&t of Perfia, unlefs the laft- 
mentioned news be true, and it be relieved from his yoke. Teimuraz is ftill alive, 
although deprived of his dominions ; his country anc his children enflaved by Perfia, 
his mother martyred, and part of his territoris dzpopulated and laid walte. In 
fhort, hitherto he waits for what fortune or rather Providence may have in ftore for 
him. 
’ There are three other Georgian lrinces, that is to fay, of Imeriti, Odifhi, and Guriel, 
who have conftantly flourithed, and continue to do fo, preferving their dominions in 
profperity, without {uffering from the Mahometans. The territories of the two Princes 
of Odifhi and Guriel lay on the Black Sea, fomewhat expofed indeed to attack from 
the naval power of the Turkg; but poflefling, in confequence of their pofition, the ad- 
vantage of a confiderable trade in filks and other articles with Conftantinople and the 
whole of Greece. In order to keep friends with fuch powerful neighbours, and that 
they may have no moleftation from them, they profefs a dependance on Turkey, and by 
dint of prefents and continual fervices manage to fecure for themfelves peace and tran- 
quillity. They, however, never admit the Turks into their country to aflume command, 
nor allow a paflage even for their army to any other part. On the contrary, they 
preferve fuch perfect liberty, that notwithftanding the Polith Coffacks, who dwell at the 
mouth of the Dnieper on the Black Sea, be conftantly inimical to the Turks, and are 
ever injuring them, the Georgians heverthelefs receive them as friends, being Chriftians, 
and intermarry with them ; nay it is faid that the King of Poland maintains a friendly 
intercourfe and correfpondence with them, and that veffels frequently traffic between 
the two countries, a circumftance likely to be of great confequence to the Georgians, 
the Coflacks at prefent being matters of the Black Sea, and very powerful ; add to which,, 
the King of Poland by means of this fea, in cafe of their being difturbed by the Per- 
fians or Turks, might render them affiftance, and thefe again be of fervice to the Coflacks, 
the ports of the countries affording fecure retreats to cruizers, in their different ex- 
peditions. Moreover, it is not impoffible that their pofition may in fome future time 
be highly advantageous, fhould any great enterprife be undertaken hereafter by the 
Europeans againft Conftantinople, in facilitating an attack upon it by fea as well as by 
land. 

As for the dominions of the Prince of Imeriti, from, their laying more in the heart of 
the country, farther diftant from the Perfians and Turks, and being well defended on 
all fides by mountains, rivers, and difficult paffages, he is independant of either one or 
the other ; exteriorly indeed he pretends friendfhip to both, at the fame time miftrutting 
each, and admitting neither one nor the other to march their armies through his 
territories. In this he fhews his policy, as either, on account of difference of religion, 
would ruin him if he could; for the Mahometans, notwithftanding they profels and 
appear to be friendly to Chriftians under their government, never tolerate them except 
when induced by intereft or neceffity, and incapable of acting otherwife ; for ultimately 
they have ever ended in exterminating them, as the cafe with the Greeks of Conftan- 
tinople, of more recent date with the late Kings of Hungary, and in various other 
inflances known to all the world. 

After thus"having rendered a full account of the temporal condition of Georgia as I 
found it, I fhall now {peak of the fpiritual. The Georgians at a very early period em- 
braced the faith of Chrift, to which they were converted by a foreign female flave, about 
the year 330. By this flave many great miracles are faid to have been performed ; 
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_* name, however, is unknown, even to the inhabitants of the country, notwithftand, 
ing they have retained her hiftory ; her only denomination in our martyrology being 
that of Serva fania Chrifli. From the Greeks, I believe, they firft received the faith 
in the time of the Emperors of Conftantinople, and in confequence adopted the Greek 
ceremonies ; thofe they now obferve. ‘The office of the church is read in their own 
language, which is written in two forts of charaéters, the one called Cudfuri, ufed in 
churches and for their facred bcoks, the other Chedroli, for common ufe ; and although 
this be not the charaéter of the church, the holy books are neverthelefs written in it 
for the benefit of feculars. The Georgians have canitantly followed the tenets and 
ritual of the Greek church, and poffibly are yet involved in its errors. Among the 
Grecks, indeed, thefe are lefs numerous than in the other of the eaftern churches, and 
the Georgians admit even fewer poflibly than the Grecks ; but as they form a nation little 
addi&ed to ftudy, arms being their chief occupation, they are confequently ignorant, 
and but few among them pay attention to thefe matters, living like good Chriftians in 
the faith. As, however, there are fome of their country much more addiéted than the 
Greeks to the examination of their own books, it follows, that one meets with an invincible 
ignorance in them, which is excufable. Moreover, being uninformed of the latter councils, 
after the holding of which the Greeks ftill retained certain errors from which the Georgi- 
ans continue free, (as is juftly remarked by Baronius in his Martyrology, and Gabriel 
Prateolus in his Catalogue alphabetique des Heretiques), they fland more jultified for thofe 
to which they adhere than the Gieds In addition to this, they are free from the prefump- 
tion of the Greeks with refpeét to the fupremacy of the church; and notwithftanding 
they in certain matters acknowlege the Patriarch of Conftantinople, they are not fubje& to 
him, appointing their metropolitan among themfelves, nor fuffering any jurifdigtion on his 
part over their church. ‘They have likewile a great refpect for Rome, St. Peter and 
St. Paul, much reverence for the Pope, and are void of that averfion entertained by the 
Greeks to fupremacy. ‘They are neither proud, perverfe, nor hypocritical ; neither 
are they deceitful in their treaties like the Greeks, but, on the contrary, mild, docile, 
honett, fimple, and fo eafy to be deceived, that, as I have before related, they owe to 
this the whole of the misfortunes which have befallen them from the Mahometans, In 
addition, they are fubject to Chriftian Princes, form a republic, and poffefs a government 
as well for temporal as {piritual affairs; a matter of chief importance, feeing that thofe 
nations which have not any chief, nor any eftablifhed form of government in the Eaft, 
are made fubjeét to infidel fovereigns, who at bottom are the enemies of all Chriftians, 
With fuch how is a general union poffible? What councils for the purpofe can there 
be aflembled? And in cafe of a fynod, what refolutions could there be adopted? Or 
who, on their being framed, would obferve them? And, flaves as they are, might not 
any difference which fhould follow ; might not calumny afford a pretext to the Ma- 
hometans to deftroy them, and perfecute the whole body of Chriftians under their 
dominion? But all this is poffible among the Georgians, on account of their poflefling 
a regular government, a religion and a King of their own nation, ruliag with defpotic 
fway according to the manner of the Eaft; nor is there a doubt bur great advantage 
would refult from fuch an undertaking, provided it were zealoufly begun, and the 
inhabitants were inftru€ted by competent perfons acquainted with their language 5 
although, for what caufe I know not, while the Holy See has employed itfelf zealoufly 
for the reunion of the reft of Chriftians in the Eaft, and has been lavifh of expence 
to reclaim and reunite the Greeks and other nations, it has hitherto paid no attention to 
the Georgians, who are nat more diftantly fituated, nor more inacceffible than the 
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others, not lelcvar to God, nor lefs deferving of the care of the Romith Churefi: 
This confideration has prompted me, acquainted as 1 am with their affairs, and ftrongly 
attached to them, as well fpiritually as by the ties of friendthip fubfifting between my- 
felf and many perfons belonging to that‘country, to reprefent this matter to you, and 
implore Your Holinefs in the moft preffing manner to exercife your wifdom in fuc- 
couring them ; for the fewer errors to which they may hereafter be fubjeé, the greater 
the merit which Your Holinefs will evince in the eyes of God, and the more brilliant 
your glory before man. 

In order, however, that your Holinefs may not be ignorant of the means by which 
this is to be effected, and the ways by which fuccour may be fent, I have to inform 
you that there are three. 

The firft and fhorteft is by Conftantinople, whence one may travel to that country 
by land, paffing from Scutaria into Afia in fafety with caravans, or companies of mer- 
chants, who are conftantly going thither through Trebifond, and effe@ the journey in 
amonth; but much more eafily and by a fhorter courfe by fea; the tranfit feldom 
taking up more than from five to eight days. The mot fit perfons for fuch an enter. 
prize would be the Jefuits, the Dominican friars, and the Francifcans, who have a con- 

. vent there and a church; but efpecially the Jefuits, on account of its being their pecu- 
liar province to devote themfelves to the fpiritual health of their neighbour, to initrucé 
and eftablith colleges and fchools, which, as is evinced by experience, is the belt and 
moft excellent of all methods. However, in pafling from Conitantinople into Georgia, 
T conceive there may exift fome difliculty, owing to the objection of the Turks to 
people of our religion entering that country, particularly if known to be monks or 
a 3 neverthelefs, I have no doubt, but individuals pofleffed of prudence and a 

nowlege of Turkey, at the fame time familiar with the languages, by affuming a 
different drefs, and fimulating the charaéter of a merchant, or fome other avocation, 
may travel thither with little danger #f difcovery, going in fmall numbers and at differ. 
ent periods. 

The fecond way is by Perfia, and much more zafy, by accompanying the cafila, or 
caravan of merchants, firft to the dominions of Luarfab, at prefent fubjedt to the Per- 
fians, and thence to the other and all of {the ftates of Georgia. For this purpole, from 
that quarter the Portugueze Augultins might be difpatched, who have churches in 
Perfia, or more properly the Carmelites ; as well as that in their abftinence from meat 
they much refemble the oriental friars, as that from the aufterity of their mode of life, 
they would have more influence upon the monks and prelates of the country and afford 
a more excellent example for the people. They would have greater facility in their 
enterpize from the late martyrdom of the Princefs Ketevan at Shiras, whofe body is 
faid to be interred in the convent of the Auguftins, through the means of the relations 

~of the metropolitan Allahverdi, and feveral others of the chief of the Georgians, with 
whom Thave formed an intimacy. In this cafe it would be requifite I fhould accom. 
pany them; and that every thing fhould be conduéted with the greateft caution, 
fecrefy, and addrefs, that the King of Perfia might have no fufpicion of any other 
defign intended under this cover, which might expofe the adventurers to much injury, 
as well as the Georgians themfelves. ; 

‘The third and laft courfe is by the way of Poland. From the extremities of this 
kingdom one may readily reach the Black Sea, and thence in a very few days arrive in 
Georgia. This voyage may alfo be effected by defcending the Dnieper, pafling by Kiovia, 
faid to be the Tomos of Pontus, whither Ovid was banifhed. In Poland there would be 

no 
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no want of monks for this purpofe either among the Jefuits, Dominicans, or Carmelite 
Friars, all of whom have convents in that country ; nor would the furtherance of the plan 
on the part of the King be wanting, fo good a Catholic and fo pious as he is; nay, 
we fhould meet with affiftance from his vaffals the Coffacs, through whofe means mif- 
fionaries might enter Georgia in perfect fecurity, with a bifhop, even nuncio or ambaf- 
fador, if neceflary. The Ruffians alfo in Poland might be of fome avail, as following 
hitherto the Greek ritual; although fome among them be Roman Catholics, they 
might be inftrumental in inducing them to perfevere in the Catholic faith, and would 
fet them a valuable example. But Your Holinefs who, feparate from your confum- 
mate wifdom, ar® moreover infpired by the Holy Spirit, will readily difcover many 
other and preferable methods to what I can point out. 1, therefore, befeech you to 
accept this account, containing the fummary of all the information I poffefs, as a 
teftimonial of my reverence for the Holy See, and zeal for the propagation of the 
religion and the fervice of Chrift; with which I conclude; moft humbly kiffing 
Your Holinefs’s feet. 
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THE TRAVELS OF SIR JOHN CHARDIN, 
BY THE WAY OF THE BLACK SEA, 


TURCUGI THE COUNTRIES oF 


CIRCASSIA, MINGRELIA, THE COUNTRY OF THE ABCAS; GEORGIA, 
ARMENIA, AND MEDIA, INTO PERSIA PROPER; 


With a very curious and aceurate Account, not only of the Cenntries through which he travelled, but of 
the Manners and Cuttoms, Religion and Government, Commerce and Inclinations of the feveral Nations 
that inhabit them: Relations fo much the more curious, as thofe Countries and the People dwelling in 
them, had not been tolerably defcribed before by any Author *. 


1. A-fuccin® Introductory Account of the worthy Perfon by whom thefe Travels were 
written ; of the Value of them ; and of the peculiar Excellencies-by which they are dif- 
tinguifbed. —2. An Account of the Thracian Bofphorus ; of the delightful Profpetts in 
failing through it ; and the beautiful Countries upon the Coaft.— 3. The Author's 
Arrival at Caffa ; a Defcription of the Country of the Crim Tariars, and of the Con- 
‘dition, Cuftoms, and Manners of that Nation.~-4. The Cherks, Abcas, and other 
barbarous Nations that, however, ftyle themfelves Chriftians, largely deferibed ; with 
Some very curious Remarks on the State and Strength of thofe Nations. —~ 5. more 
particular Relation of the Mingrelians, Cara Cherks, or Black Circaffians, and other . 
Inhabitants of that Country, known to the Ancients by the Name of Colchis. —6. The 
large and fruitful Country of Mingrelia exaétly defcribed ; with a View of the Govern- 
ment, Forces, Way of living, and diffolite Manners of all Ranks and Degrees of People 
who inhabit it.—7. Of the terrible Corruption, in point of Religion, which reigus 
among ft them ; and from whence it appears to be a wild and extravagant Mixture of 
Atheifin and Superftition, kept up by the Arts and Frauds of their Prie/ts, who are little 
better than Cheats and Jugglers.— 8. The Principality of Guriel, and the Kingdom of 
Imeretta, anciently called Iberia ; with the Countries adjacent defcribed. and the Manner 
in which they loft their Independency, and became Tributaries to the Turks. —9. The 
Author continues his Journey through Miagrelia ; is prefent at the Ceremony of baptiz- 
ing two Children, of which he gives a large and particular Account. —10. The famous 
Mountain Caucafus deferibed ; and a Vicw of the Condition of its prefent Inhabitants 
—t. A large and circumftantial Detail of the Country and Inhabitants of Georgia ; 
with a Defcription of the capital City of Teffiis, and the State of the Roman Catholic 
Miffionaries in that Country. — 12. The Author's Travels through the Countries at 
the Foot of Mount Taurus, forming a littie Principality inhabited by the Coflacs. — 
13. An Account of the famous City of Erivan, and of the Country of Armenia, of which 
it is the Capital ; as well as of the People who inhabit it.— 14. A Digreffion concerns 
ing the Marriages of the Perfians, and the Reafons why Divorces, though lawful 
among ft them, are feldom practifed.~- +5. The Author's fubfequent Oofervatiens in bis 
Travels through Armenia, and of the Fortreffes erected to prevent ike Incurfions of 
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the Turks. — 16. Of the noble Province of Azerbeyan, anciently called Media; with 
an Account of a fpuricus Kind of Cochineal prepared by the Inhabitants. — 17. A De- 
Jfeription of the large, populous, and sie ae City of Tauris ; the prodigious Fertility 
of the Country round about it ; and a Comparifon between the different Climates of 
Media and Parthia ; with many other curious Particulars. — 18. A Defcription of the 
loft-mentioned Province ; and of the Cities of Ebber and a in the Neighbourhood 
of which grow the fineft Grapes in the World. —19. An Account of the famous City of 
Rey, formerly one of the largeft in Afia; of which there are now fearce any Ruins 
remaining. — 20. The City of Com, and the glorious Tombs of the Perfian Saints therein 
fully deferibed ; with an Account of the adjacent Country. — 21. 4 Defeription of the 
City of Cafhan ; with an Account of the feveral Manufaélures carried on there, and of 
the fruitful Country about it. — 22. The Author's Account of two other Roads leading 
from Warfaw to Ifpaban, and from I/pahan to Mofcow. — 23. Remarks and Obfer'va- 
tions upon the foregoing Section. 


1 We have very large and confiderable colleStions of travels through the empire 

of Perfia, and the provinces depending upon it ; and, indeed, there are very 
few countries that better deferve to be vifited, or which afford either the traveller him- 
felf, or whoever perufes his accounts, more entertainment than Perfia. Notwithftand- 
ing this, many inconveniencies would arife from inferting numerous accounts of travelg. 
through this country, becaufe of neceflity it muft produce many repetitions, which 
would appear tedious and troublefome, as well as perplexing to the reader. The 
incthod therefore that we fhall taket is to give in this fection the Travels of Siy John 
Chardin, from Conttantinople into the Perfian dominions; and in the fubfequent 
{e€tions we fhall give a defcription, in as regular a method as is poffible, of the whole 
empire, diftinguithed into its feveral provinces, with whatever occurs remarkable or 
worthy of notice in the works of other celebrated travellers, fo as to preferve the mar- 
row and quinteffence of their relations, without embarrafling ourfelves with things of 
lefs confequence and particulars, that without the leaft prejudice to the defign of this 
work may be as well omitted. By this means we fhall bring into a reafonable com- 
pafs all that is requifite, and give a diftin@ and clear notion of the paft and prefent 
condition of one of the moft powerful and famous empires of the earth. 

The reafon we made choice of Sir John Chardin’s ‘Travels, by way of introdudtion, 
was his taking a different route from moft other travellers, viz. by the Black Sea, and 
the countries that border upon it, which are {carce defcribed by any other traveller, or 
ut leaft are deferibed by none with equal plainnefs and perfpicuity. It rifes from hence, 
that, generally {peaking, we have only confufed and imperfe& conceptions concerning 
thefe countries and their inhabitants, which, however, it is of fome importance that we 
thould know more diftin@ly ; becaufe as they made a great figure in ancient hiftory, 
fo it is not at all impofiible, that as low and defpicable as they now feem, they may 
hereafter come to change their circumftances, and appear with new luftre, if not in 
ours, yet in the eyes of our pofterity. It is very evident, that from their fituation they 
are very confiderable ; and if their inhabitants were well governed, and lived in tolerable 
correfpondence with each other, they might be now, as they were heretofore, equally 
formidable to the Grand Signior, fucceflor to the Greek monarchs of Conftantinople, 
and to the Perfian emperors. We havea late inftance of this in the cafe qf Nadir Shah, 
who received from thefe defpifed and barbarous people, that check which proved firft 
f:tal to his authority, and in the end to his perfon. The author of thefe travels was a 
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to commerce Very early, and profecuted with great fuccefs the moft confiderable 
branch of foreign trade, that of dealing as a merchant in jewels, which he underftood 
perfectly, and by which he acquired, with an unfpotted charatter, a very large and 
‘affluent fortune. ..He made feveral excurfions into the Eaft, by different roads, and 
refided feveral years in Perfia; had very great and uncommon opportunities of enter- 
ing deeply into the fubjects of which he has treated, and digefted his accounts with 
great accuracy and perfpicuity ; fo that they have been efteemed not only here but in 
France, and throughout Europe in general, as the moft perfect in their kind that have 
hitherto appeared. 

This gentleman, when the perfecution againft the Proteftants broke out in France, 
came over hither, and brought with him great riches. He was received with much 
refpect at court, and King Charles the IId, as a mark of his favour, beftowed upon him, 
in the month of March 1693, the honour of knighthood. He publifhed the firft edition 
of his Travels in our language, ina large folio volume, but they have been fince feveral 
times printed with many corrections, great improvements, and confiderable augmenta- 
tions in French. He continued to refide here, and purchafed a confiderable eltate, fo 
that in the reign of Queen Anne, we find him frequently mentioned by fuch as took 
occafion to fhew how much the wealth of England was improved, and its trade increafed, 
by encouraging foreigners of the Proteftant religion to come and fettle amongft us. 
Sir John died at a good old age, on Chriftmas-day 1712. He left behind two fons and. 
feveral daughters. 

His eldeft fon was created a baronet of this kingdom by His late Majefty King George 
the Firft ; and having purchafed from Grantham Andrews, Efq. of Sunbury, the noble 
feat of Kempton-Park, in the County of Middlefex, and not far from Hampton-Court, 
fixed there, and is ftill living and unmarried. The old gentleman employed a great 

* part of the latter period of his life in completing his book of Travels, and intended, as. 
himfelf informs us, to have written a diftin& treatife, explaining a great variety of paf-. 
fages in the Scripture, from the cuftoms and manners of the eaftern nations, with which 
no man was better acquainted than he; but by many unlucky accidents was hindered 
from fulfilling that promife, to the no {mall concern of the learned world ; who ex- 
pected with great impatience fo ufeful and inftructive a book, of writing which he was: 
extremely capable, and of feeing any thing of the fame kind, the public fince his deceafe: 
feem to defpair. 

2. Sir John Chardin left Paris, Aug. 17, 1671, with an intention to go to the Eaft: 
Indies, and travelling by way of Milan, Venice, and Florence, arrived at Leghorn: 
in the end of Ottober, and embarking ina fhip, under a Dutch convoy, arrived at 
Smyrna, March 2, 1672, and twelve days after at Conftantinople. We remained in 
this city four months, and in the mean time there happening a quarrel between the 
Grand Vizier and the French ambaflador, which caufed a report, that the Grand Vizier 
intended to arreft the ambaffador, and all the French nation, he was afraid that his 
goods, which were very rich, and very confiderable in quantity, would be feized ; and fo 
fought all means to get out of Conftantinople, and to proceed on his journey. to Perfia. 

The caravans in thofe hot months did not travel ; but the Porte being about to fend 
a new commander, with fome foldiers and money, as they do yearly, to the fort of 
Azoph, which ftands upon the lake Meeotis, he obtained paflage in a Turkith faick 
belonging toghat fleet, and embarked, July 27, at a port in the Thracian Bofphorus. 
This channel, which is about fifteen miles in length, and about two in breadth, in moft 
parts, but in others lefs, fo called becaufe an ox may {wim over it, is certainly one of 
the lovelieft parts of the world ; for the fhores are rifing, and covered over with houfes 
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of pleafure, woods, gardens, parks, delightful profpeéts, and wilderneffes, watered with 
thoufands of fprings and foyntains : the paflage through it, in fair weather, is exceed- 
ing diverting, by reafon of the great number of barks which are continually failing to 
and fro, and the profpeét of Conftantinople from the top of it, which is about two miles 
diftant, is the moft charming that ever eyes beheld. There are four caftles ftanding 
by it, all well fortified with great guns, two of them eight miles from the Black Sea, 
and two at the mouth of the channel, which is the moft dangerous place for fhipwrecks 
in all the Euxine Sea. : 

3. On the 3d of Auguft, in the morning, he arrived at Caffa, a port in the Tauric 
Cherfonefe, or Peninfula, fo called, becaufe it was firft inhabited by the Scythians of 
Mount Taurus. It is thirty-five leagues from north to fouth, and fifty-five from eaft 
to weft. The ifthmus, that joins it to the continent, is not above a league in breadth.. 
It is inhabited by the Crim Tartars, who dwell in cities and towns ; whereas their neigh-. 
pours the Nogays and Calmucs dwell in tents, as the reft do on the continent. 

Caffa is a great town built at the bottom of a little hill, upon the: fea-fhore, and 
encompaffed with {trong walls, that advance a little into the fea. It hath two caftles :: 
the one, which ftands on a rifing ground on the fouth fide, is large, and commands all 
the parts thereabouts, and is the refidence of a bafha; the other is not fo big, but is 
well furnifhed with guns. They reckon about four thoufand houfes in it, of which 
about three thoufand two hundred are Mahometans, Turks, and Tartars, and the reft 
Chriftians, Greeks, and Armenians. The houfes are fmall, and built of earth ; as are 
alfo their bazars, mofques, and baths. {The foil about it is dry and fandy, bearing little 
fruit, and the water is bad, but the air 1s very pure and wholefome. All provifions are 
very cheap and good, mutton not being above a farthing a pound, and other things 
proportionable, “The road. of Caffa is fheltered from the winds, except on the north 
and fouth-caft fides, and the fhips lie clofe to the fhore fafely in ten or twelve fathom 
water. ‘There is a great trade driven here in falt-fith and caveare, which being taken 
out of the lake Mceotis, that is twenty-fix miles diftant from it, in great quantities, are 
tranfported into Europe, and as far as the Indies. They alfo export corn, butter, and falt, 
with which they furnifh Conftantinople,, and feveral other places; for the Caffa butter 
is the beft in all Turkey. 

Fyrom Caffa he went ina fhip bound for Colehis, Aug. 30, and the next. day arrived 
at Donflow, or the falt-pits, fifty miles from Caffa, on the fhore. Here are great marfhes 
of falt, which is made by letting in the fea-water, and fuffering it to congeal by the fun 
The people fay, that two hundred veffels are laden here with falt yearly, paying only 3s. 
a day to thofe that load it. About a mile from the fhore is an habitation of the Tartars, 
where there is not above ten or twelve houfes with a little mofque, and round about it 
a great number of tents, with feveral waggons clofe covered, which ferve them inftead 
of houfes. ‘The tents for themfelves are very handfome, being made with poles, and 
coveréd with large light furs well ftretched upon them ; their infide is commonly hung 
with tapeftry, and the floor is laid with the fame. Every family hath two other tents 
belonging to them, covered. with a great farplar of wool, one for their fervants, and 
kitchen, in which is a‘pit five feet deep, to. make a fire in to drefs their meat, and the 
other for their horfes and cattle. , : 2s 

They ftore up their corn and forage in magazines under ground, which they cover 
fo exaétly, that none can find them but themfelves. ‘They can remove their tents with’ 
a {mall trouble, and in a very little time, and carry them away in carts drawn by oxen 
and horfes, of which they breed a great number. They protefs the Mahometan reli- 
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divination. From Donflow he failed all along in the channel to Cepe Cuodas, which 
Ptolemy calls Cirocondoma, where the coafts that bound the lake Meeotis, which are 
_ very high lands, are feen at about thirty miles diftance. 

4. From the channel of the lake Mceotis, to Mingrelia, is reckoned fix hundred 
miles along the coafts, which confift of pleafant woods, inhabited by a fort of ‘Tartars, 
called Circaffians, and by the Turks, Cherks, but fo thinly, that the country looks 
like a defart. The ancients called them Zageans, or Mountainers ; and Pomponius 
Mela, Sargacians. They are neither fubjedts nor tributary to the Port, becaufe their 
country producing nothing valuable, the Turks think it-not“worth the toil of conquer- 
ing it. The allele that come from Conftantinople ‘to ‘Mingrelia trade with this 
people, but with their arms in their hands, and by hoftages, for they are infidelity 
and perfidioufnefs itfelf, and will never fail to fteal where they find an opportunity. 
‘The trade.with them is managed by exchange, the Cherks bringing down flaves of all 
fexes and ages, honey, wax, leather, jackals, zandava, and other beafts’ fkins, for fuch 
commodities as they want. 

Circaffia is a pleafant country, and the foil is very fruitful, bringing forth great 

. plenty of all forts of fruit without troubie, as cherries, apples, pears, walnuts; but 
their chief wealth confifts in cattle, as well-fhaped horfes, which are fo fwift and good, 
that they will tire the wild beafts, and catch them in plain courfe; goats, deer, and 
theep, the wool of which is as fine as that of Spain, which the Mutcovites fetch to 
make felts. They fow no grain but millet for their own bread, and barley for their 
horfes ;. and: their women till: and manure their ground: their drink is water and 
boza, which is a liquor made of mitlat, as intoxicating as wine: they live in wooden 
huts, and go almoft naked. Every one.is a fworn enemy to thofe that: live in the 
provinces round about him. ~ Their. beds are made of fheep-{kins fowed to ether, and 
{tuffed with millet-leaves, beaten in the thrething as {mall as oat-chaff, They were 
formerly Chriftians, but now have no religion ;. no, not fo much as the light of nature 
among them, fave what they place in. the obferving certain fuperftitious ceremonies, 
borrowed both from the Chriftians. and Mahometans. 
__ The Abcas border. upon the Cherks, poffeffing about an hundred miles upon the 
fea-coafts, between Mingrelia and Circaflia. They are not fo favage as the Cherks, 
but are as much inclined to thieving and robbery}; fo that the merchants trade with 
them with the like caution, and after the fame manner. September the roth, he 
arrived at Hgaour, a port in Mingrelia, where all the veffels that trade thither lie. Tt 
is a defart place, without any habitations, only the traders that come thither build 
themfelves huts and booths of boughs for the time of their abode, which is ufually as 
long as they find themfelves fafe from the Abcas. 

§. Colchis or Mingrelia is fituated at the end of the Black Sea: itis bounded on the 


eaft by the little. kingdom of Imeretta, ow the fouth by the Black Sea, on the weft by 
the Abcas, and on the north by mount. Caucafus.. The Corax and Phafis, two famous 
rivers in the ancient: hiftorias,-now called Codddurs and Rione, part it, the firft from 
the Abcas, and the otherfrom-Imeretta. The length of it is about one hundred 
and ten miles, and the bread ane Tt was once fortified againft the Abcas, by 
: of fixty miles in length, -which -is ‘long. fince demolifhed, and ‘become a thick 
oreft, : hide ek a 

‘The. inhabitants of Caucafus that border. upon Colchis, are the Alanes, Suanes, 
Gigues, Caracioles, or Cara-cherks, i. e. black Circaffians, fo called by the Turks, not 
from their completion, for they are the faireft people in the world, but from their 
country, bécaufe it is ahvavs darkened with foccand elande Thee nnn If. 
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Chriftians, but now profefs no religion, but live by robbery and rapine, having nothing 
that can entitle them to humanity but {peech, They are very tall and portly, and their 
very looks and fpeech thew their favage difpofitions, being the moft refolute affaffins 
and daring robbers in the world. * 

The ancient kingdom of Colchis was much larger than Mingrelia now is, extending 
itfelf to the lake Mceotis on the one fide, and Iberia on the other. ‘he country itfelf 
is uneven, full of hills and mountains, valleys and plains. It is almoft covered with 
woods, except the manured lands, which are but few, and thofe preferved by grubbing 
up the roots, that are continually fpreading into them. ‘The air is temperate, as to 
heat and cold, but very. unwholefome, by reafon of the continual wet, which 
being heated by. the fun, breeds peftilences and feveral other diftempers. It 
abounds with waters, which defcend from mount Caucafus, and fall into the 
Black Sea. ‘The principal rivers are the Caddours, of old called Corax ; the Socom, 
called by Arrian, Terffen, and by Ptolemy, Thaffaris; the Langus, of old Aftulphus ; 
the Cobi, called by Arrian, Cobo; the Cianifcari, called anciently, Cianeus ; the 
Tacheur, called by Arrian, Sigemus, and the Shenifcari, i. e. River-horfe, called there- 
fore by the Greeks, Hippos: and the Abafcia, called by Arrian, Caries; and Ptolemy,. 
Caritus; which two laft mix with the Phafis about twenty miles from the place where 
it falls into the fea. 

The foil is very bad, and produces little corn or pulfe, and the fruits are almoft 
wild, without tafte, and unwholefome, unlefs it be their vines, which thrive well there, 
and produce moft excellent wine. The earth is fo moift in feed-time, that when they 
fow their wheat and barley, they never plough it at all, but fprinkle it upon the earth ; 
for they fay, that fhould they plough it, the land would be fo foft, that all their corn 
would fall. ‘Chey plough their lands for their other corn, with plough fhares of 
wood, which make as good furrows as iron, becaufe their land is very moift and 
tender. Their common grain is gomm, which is as fmall as coriander feed, and 
refembles millet. Of this they make a pafte, which they ufe for bread, and prefer it 
before wheat ; which is not to be wondered at, for it is very acceptable to the palate,. 
and conducive to health, being cooling and laxative. They have alfo great plenty of 
millet, {ome rice, with wheat and barley, but very fcarce. The people of quality eat 
wheaten bread asa rarity, but the meaner fort very feldom or never taite of.it. 

Theeydinary food of the country is beef and pig, of which laft they have great plenty,. 
and the bé-in the world. They have alfo goat’s flefh, but it is lean,and not well 
tafted. Their witt-fowl is very good, but fcarce. Their venifon is the. wild boar, 
hart, flag, fallow deer, and hare, all which are excellent food. ‘They have partridges, 
pheafants, and quails in abundaace, with fome river fowl and wild pidgeons, which are 
ood meat, and as big as a crammed chicken. Their nobility {pend their whole time 
in the field, ufing lanner-hawks, gof-hawks, hobbies, and others, for their fports, to: 
catch water-fowl and pheafants; but their moft delightful paftime is the flight of the 
falcon at the heron, which they catch only for the tuft upon his crown, to put upon. 
their bonnets; for they let him go again when they have cut it off, that it may grow 
up anew. F * » e 7 

6. Mount Caucafus:produceth:a great number of wild beatts, as tygers, leopards, 
lions, wolves, and jacals, which laft make great havock.amongft their cattle and 
horfes, and often diiturb their houfes with their dreadful howlings. ‘Chey have large 
numbers of horfes, and thofe very good on2s, which every man almoft keeps in great 
ftore, becaufe their keeping ftands them in little or nothing, for they neither‘ hoe 
them, nor feed them with corn, They have no cities nor towns, except two by the 
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fea-fide ; but their houfes are fo thick up and. down the country, that you can hardly 
travel a mile but you meet with three or four. ‘There are nine or ten caftles in the 
country, of which the chiefeft is called Ruis, and it is the court of the Prince. heir 
houfes are ali built with timber, which is plentiful, and the poorer fort never raife 
above one ftory, nor the rich above two. The lower rooms are always furnifhed 
with bed and couches to lie down on or to fit upon, becaufe of the moifture of the 
earth, but are inconvenient, becaufe they have no windows nor chimneys, 

‘Yhey haye but one room for their whole family, and fo lie-all together. The men 
are well fhaped, and the women fo handfome, that they feem born for commandin 
Jove. They all paint their eye-brows, and their faces abominably. They drefs them- 
felves with all the curiofity they can, their habit being like the Perfians, and their head 
attire like the European women, even to the curling of their hair. They are witty and 
civil, but to-balance that, haughty, deceitful, cruel, and impudent. The men have 
alfo as many mifchievous qualities, and there is no wickednefs to which they are not 
addicted ; but that which they moft practife and delight in is theft. This they make 
their employment and glory. They juitify it as lawful to have many wives; becaule, 
they fay, ‘They bring us many children, which we can fell for ready money, or 
exchange for neceffary conveniences ;” yet, when they have not wherewithal to main- 
tain them, they hold it a piece of charity to murder infants new born, as alfo they do 
fuch as ave fick and paft recovery; becaufe, they fay, “ they free them from a deal of 
mifery.”’ 

The gentlemen of this country have full power over the lives and eftates of their 
tenants, to fell and difpofe of their wives and children as they think fit, and every coun- 
tryman is bound to furnifh his lord with as much corn, wine, cattle, and other provi- 
fions as he wants. ‘The lords decide the quarrels of their va‘fals; but if they them- 
felves are at variance, they decide it by arms, which makes them go all armed with a 
lance, bow, and fword. Their habit is peculiar; they wear very little beard, and 
cover their heads with a thin felt cap in fummer, and a furred bonnet in winter : over 
their bodies they wear little fhirts, which fall to their knees, and tuck into a {trait pair 
of breeches, ; but they never have above one fhirt and one pair of breeches, which 
Jaft them a year, and in all that time never wath them above thrice, only once or twice a 
week they fhake it (for a certain purpofe) over the fire. 

The whole iamily, without diftinétion, eat all together, both males and. females, 
The King with all his train, to his very grooms, and the Queen with her maids and fer- 
vants. ‘Lhey dine in the open courts in fair weather, -7d. YE1t be cold, they make a 
roufing fire, for wood cofts them nothing, . Win- Wrking-days the fervants have 
nothing but gomn\, and the matters pulfe, dried fith, or flefh; but on holy-days, or 
when they make entertainments, they kill = hog, ox, or. cow, if they have no venifon. 
They are very great drinkers, both men and womens 41d at their feafts provoke their 
friends as much as they can to drinking. ‘They drink ‘heir wine pure, and beginning 
with pints, proceed to much greater quar'tities. Their difcourfe at their merry meet- 
ings is, with the men, about their wars and robberies, 2 yg among their women obfcene 
tales of their amours. : 

Mingrelia is but thinly peopled, by reafon of their ‘wars, and the vaft numbers fold 
to the Perfians and Turks by the nobility. All trade in it is driven by way of barter, 
for they have no fet price of money; 4mong them ; the ipecies current are piaftres, 
Dutch crowns, and abaflis, which are ynade in Geor, ia, and {tamped with the Perfian 
ftamp. ‘Ihe revenues of the Prince of Mingrelia amount at moft to twenty thoufand 
crowns, which arifes from the cuftoms of goods exported and imported, the flaves he 
fells, impofitions and fines; and this he lays up, £4) pis flaves ferve him for nothing, 
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and his crown-lands furnifh his court with more provifion than he can fpend. He is 
not able to raife above four thoufand*men fit to bear arms, and thofe are all cavalry for 
the moft part, for he has not above three hundred foot to join with them, His court, 
upon folemn feftivals, confifts of two hundred gentlemen, but upon other days of about 
one hundred and twenty. 

+, The religion of the Colchians was formerly the fame with the Greeks, being 
converted, as the ecclefiaftical hiftorians fay, in Conftantine’s time, by a flave: but the 
Mingrelians fay, St. Andrew preached among them in the place called Pigivitas, where 
now ftands a church, whither the Catholicos, or chief bifhop, goes once in his life-time 
to make the oil called myrone by the Greeks ; but now the Mingrelians are fallen into 
a profound abyfs of ignorance and darknefs, and have not the leaft idea of faith and 
religion, but look upon life eternal, the day of judgment, and the refurre€tion, as mere 
fables devifed by men; nor do their clergy perform any ecclefiaftical duties, for there 
is h.idly one of them that can either write or read. ‘They have utterly loft the true 
know'edge of the fervice of God; but the priefts make a public profeflion of foretel- 
ling things to come, and make the people believe, that their books fhow them the 
courfe of future events. 

The Catholicos of Mingrelia is head of all the clergy of that country, as alfo of 
abea, Gureil, Mount Caucafus, and Imeretta; but the Prince appoints or depofeth 
him as he pleafeth. His revenue is very great, for he has four hundred vaffals under 
him, who furnith his houfe with all things ncceflary for human life, atid many fuper- 
fluitics. He fells their children to the ‘Turks ; and when he vifits the diocefes under 
his jurifdidtion, it is not to reform the clergy, nor inftrué the people, but to fpoil them 
of their goods, and rake together great fums. He will not confecrate a bifhop for lels 
than fix hundred crowns, nor fay a mafs for the dead under eight hundred, nor any 
other mafs under one hundred. , 

‘The fanity of this prelate confifts in a continual abftinence from flefh and wine in 
Lent, and in long prayers day and night; but he is fo ignorant, that he can hardly 
read his breviary and miflal. He has fix bifhops under him, who take no care of the 
fouls of their people, nor ever vifit th:ir churches and diocefes. ‘They fuffer the 
priefts to live in all manner of errors, and the people to contaminate themfelves with 
the groffeft vices; they underftand not the form of baptifm, let polygamy. be prattifed, 
and permit the mothers to bury their new-born children alive, All their bufinefs is 
in feafling-and banqueting, where they are drunk almoft every day. They are rich, 
and go very fumptuoufly appareled, oppreffing their vaffals, and felling thetr wives and 
children to maintain their luxury. ‘They abftain from flefh as the Greck bifhops do, 
and place the whole Chriftian religion in the praétice of falting, and think not them- 
{elves obliged to do any other duty. ‘Their cathedral is pretty neatly kept, and weil 
adorned with images, which they deck with gold and jewels, believing that in fo doing 
they fatisfy God’s juftice, and atone for their fins. | They are clothed in fearlet and 
velvet, as the feculars are, and differ from them only in this, that they wear their beards 
long, and their bounets black, round, and high. ® 

There are alfo in Mingrelia certain monks of the order of St. Bafil, who wear the 
fame habit, and live after the manner of the Greck monks, wearing black bonnets, 
eating no flefh, and fuffering their hair to grow; but they mind nothing ef religion, 
but to obferve their fafts exatly. They have alfo nuns of the fame order, who obferve 
their fafling days and wear a blaci: veil, but they have no nupneries, nor ‘are under any 
vows or fubordination, but quit their habit and temperance when they pleafe. 

VOln IX. u The 
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The priefts of Mingrelia are very numerous, but a fort of miferable creatures. They 
till their own ground and the lands. of their lords, being no lefs flaves than the fecu- 
lars; nor have they any refpect thewn them, but when they blefs their food at meals, 
or fay mafs. ‘Their parifh churches have no bells, but they call the people together 
by knocking with a great ftick upon a board, and rel are kept as nafty as ftables, the 
images being foul and broken, and covered with duft. The worthip which they pay 
to their images is idolatrous, for they adore them not with a relative adoration, but pa’ 
their devotion to the material fubftance. They by bo fuch moft, as are finelt 
adorned, or famed for their cruelty, and if they fwear by any of thee, they 
will never break the oath. St. Giobas is one of their moft formidable images, and 
him they will not approach nearer than they can juft fee him, but pray to him, and 
leave their prefent at that diftance for they report, that he kills all that approach, 
him very near. 

‘fhe Chriftian faints they have no value for, unlefs it be St. George, whom they 
account their chief faint, as do alfo the Georgians, Mufcovites, and Greeks. ‘Their 
mats is after the Greek manner, and the priefts celebrate it without any other facer- 
docal habit but their furplices. ‘Their cup or chalice is a goblet of wood, and the 
cover is of the fame matter ; and their patten is a wooden dith. In Lent they never 
fay mafs but on Saturdays and Sundays, for they hold that the communion fpoils their 
fafting. They confecrate unleavened or leavened bread, without any difference, and 
never mix water with wine, unlefs it be very pig 

They laugh at tranfubftantiation, and fay, “‘ How can Chrift get into a loaf? for 
what reafon fhould he leave heaven to come down to the earth?’ They anoint the 
foreheads of their children with the oil called myrone, as foon as they are born; but 
baptize them not till a long time after, and then they wafh them all over with water : 
but none will baptize their children till he is able to make a feaft for the prieft, god- 
fathers, and guefts, and that is the reafon many of their children die unbaptifed. They 
do not believe that ordination imprints a character not to be defaced ; and, therefore, 
they ordain anew fuch priefts as have been degraded. heir marriages are a contract 
by way of bargain and fale, for the parents of the maid agree upon the price with the 
perfon that defires her; the price of a divorced woman is the leaft, of a widow fome- 
thing more, but of a maid moft. When the bargain is made, the young man may 
company with the damfel till the money is paid, and it is no fcandal if fhe be with 
child. If any one has married a barren woman, or of an ill difpofition, titey hold it 
not only lawful, but requifite to divorce her, as a match not made by God, who only 
does good. There is none that underftands the Bible, or reads it, but the women will 
repeat feveral ftories of the Gofpel, which they have by tradition. ‘They obferve the 
fame fafts almoft as the Greeks, for they keep the four great Lents, viz., the firft before 
Eafter, which is forty-eight days ; that before Chriftmas, which is forty days; Sr. 
Peter’s faft, which is near a month ; and the laft, which the eaftern Chriftians obferve 
in honour of the Virgin Mary, which continues fifteen days. They make the fign of 
the grofs when they arink wine and eat pork, but not as any mark of Chriftianity. Their- 
prayers are all addreffed to their idols for their temporal benefits, viz. their own prof- 
perity, or ruin of their enemies. They offer facrifices like the Jews and Gentiles. 
"They never make holiday upon Sundays, or abftain from works but at the feftivals of 
Chriftmas and Eafter, which they celebrate only in eating and drinking to excefs in 
their houfes. Their greateft feftivals are when an idol is carried through their coun. 
try, when they put on their beft cloaths, make a great feaft, and get ready a prefent for 
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the idol, Their mourning for the’dead is altogether barbarous, and like that of people 
in defpair, the women rend their cloaths, tear their hair and flefh, beat their breafts, 
cry, yell, and gnafh with their teeth, like people mad or poffeffed ; the men alfo tear 
their cloaths and thump their breafis. 

8. Their neighbour nations live and act after the fame fathion almoft in all refpects, 
only they that live near Perfia and Turkey are more civil in their manners, and more 
honeft and juft in cheir inclinations ; whereas thofe that border upon the Tartars and 
Scythians are more barbarous, having no idea or outward form of religion, and ob- 
ferving no laws. 

On the confines of Mingrelia lie the principality of Guriel and kingdom of Imeretta. 
The country of Guriel is very fmall, bordering upon Imeretta on the north, Mount 
Caucafus on the eaft, Mingrelia on the weft, and the Black Sea on the fouth. It lies 
all along by the fea-fhore from the river Phatis to the caftle Gonie, which is held by 
the Turks. ‘The inhabitants are of the fame nature and manners as the Mingrelians, 
and have the fame inclinations to lewdnefs, robbery, and murder. 

The kingdom of Imeretta is fomething bigger than the country of Guriel, and is 
the Iberia of the ancients. It is encompafled with mount Caucafus, Colchis, the 
Black Sea, the principality of Guriel, and part of Georgia. It is twenty-fix miles in 
length, and fixty miles broad. The country is full of woods and mountains, like Min- 
gretia, but the valleys are more pleafant, and plains more delicious, producing corn, 
pulfe, cattle, and herbs of all forts. There are fome iron mines. They have allo 
fome money current among them, which is coined in their kingdom, and feveral 
towns ; but their manners and cuftoms differ little from the Mingrelians. The King 
has three good caiftles, one called Scander, feated on the fide of a valley, and two on 
mount Caucafus, called Regia and Scorgia, being both almoft inacceflible, as being 
built in places that nature itfelf has wonderfully fortified, the river Phafis running be- 
tween them. The fortrefs of Cotatis was once in this Prince’s jurifdiction, but the 
Turks are now matters of it. 

- The King of Imeretta governed the Abcas, Mingrelians, and people of Guriel, after 
they had ail four freed themfelves from the power of the Emperors, firft of Conftan- 
tinople, and then of Trebifond: but in the laft age, fetting up for themfelves, and 
revolting from one another, they were involved in continual wars among themfelves, 
till calling ja the afliftance of the Turks, they were all made tributary to them. The 
King of Imeretta pays eighty boys and girls, from ten to twenty years of age. The 
Prince of Guriel pays forty-fix children of both fexes 5 and the Prince of Mingrelia 
fixty thoufand ells of linen cloth made in that country. The Abcas feldom paid any 
thing at tirft, and now pay nothing. The King of Imeretta and Prince of Guriel fend 
their tribute to the batha of Akalzike, but achiaux gathers it at Mingrelia. 

g. Leaving Ifagour, Ofober 4, he pafled by the mouth of the river Aftolphus, 
called Langur by the Mingrelians, one of the biggeft rivers in Mingrelia, and on the 
sth came to Anarghia, a village two miles from the fea, confifting of two hundred 
houfes, but fo far diftant the one from the other, that it is tw6 miles from the firlt to 
the laft. Hither the Turks come to buy flaves, and have barks ready to carry them 
away. It is thought, that the fair and large city, called Heraclea, ftood in the fame 
place. At this town there is plenty of provifions, and that very cheap, viz. wild 
pigeong, fowl, porkers, and goats in abundance, and wine is plentiful. From Anar- 
ghia he failed up the river Aftolphus, and went to a place called Sapias, which is the 
ame of two little churches, of which the one is a parifh church of Mingrelia, and 
the other belongs to the Theatins, a fort of friars, who firft came into Mingrelia in 
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1627, and were admitted there as phyficians, and have built themfelves feveral apart- 
ments about it, after the manner vb the country. They have fome flaves, and two 
families of country people their tenants. ‘They have good employment as phyficians, 
but none will embrace their religion, their very flaves refufing to communicate in their, 
fervices; fo that they would have long fince left the country, had it not been'for as 
honot: of the Roman church and their own order, , 

After a month’s flay with the monks, it not being fafe to travel Servite of ie troubles 
of the country, he returned again to Anarghia, and having hired a Turkifh feluke, for 
Gonie, November the roth, flaid till the 27th to take in loading and paflengers. 
While he ftaid here he was invited to two chriftenings, and curiofity engaged him to 
be prefent at them. The manner was this: the prielt being fent for about ten o’ctuck 
in the morning, fat himfelf down in the buttery, and fell to reading a book half torn, 
about the bignefs of a New Teftament, in oftavo. He read very faft, and with a low- 
voice, in fuch a carelefs manner, as if he regarded not what he did, .any more than 
the reft did what he faid, for the father, godfather, and child, who was about five yore 

.old, went to and again all the time. 

‘When the prieft had read an hour, there was a biftket of warm water got ready, i into 
‘which when the prieft had poured about a fpoonful of oil of walnuts, he bid the god- 
father undrefs the child; which done, he fet him upon his feet in the water, and 

wathed his body all over well, and then the pric{t gave him a fmall quantity of myrone,_ 

-or oil of unétion, with which he anointed the top of his head, ears, forehead, nofe, 
cheeks, chin, fhoulders,. elbows, back, belly, knees, and fect, the prieft ftill reading till 
the godfather drefled the child, and then the father bringing in wine, bread, and pork, 
they all fat down to eat and drink, and were all extremely drunk before they parted. 
T heir:mafs they perform with the fame irreverence and careleffnels. 

~ Departing from Anarghia in fair and clear weather, he difcovered the high lands of 
Trebifond on the one fide, and of the Abcas on the other, and came to the river 
Kelmhel, which though not fo broad nor rapid as Langur, yet is deeper. 

10. On the 30th he came to the river Phafis, which, taking its rife in mount Csiicas 
fus, runs at firft in a narrow channel, though {wiftly, about Cotatis, and fometimes fo 
low that it is eafily fordable ; but where it difchargeth itfelf into the fea, which is about 
ninety miles from Cotatis, the channel is a mile and a half broad, and fixty fathoms. 
deep, being augmented in that courfe by divers ftreams. The water_is muddy and 
thick, but very good to drink. , There are feveral iflands at the moutusof it, which 
being covered with thick woods, make a delightful profpe&. © Arrian fays, that upon 
one of thefe iflands ftood the temple of Rhea, ‘but there are no remains of it now, though 
there are fome hiftorians who fay, it was ftanding i in the time of the Grecian empire, 
and was, in Zeno’s reign dedicated to the worfhip of Chrift. On this river, and the 
Black Sea about it, are »plenty of pheafants, or phafiani, fo called from the river Phafis. 

. All the coafts of this river are a low fandy foil, covered with woods fo thick that one’ 
can hardly fee fix paces up the land. 

On the yoth he arrived at Gonie, which is about thirty miles from Phafis, the fea- 

“coafts being exceeding high land and rocks, fome being woody, and others naked. 

- Gonie is a large caftle, in the territories of the Prince of Guriel, built four fquare, of 

+ hard and rough ftones of a very large fize. It hath no trenches, but wails only, and 

’ two great guns. In it are about thirty fmall poor houfes, made of boards, and without 

‘is a fmall village. of about as many more, all inhabited by mariners, and other boorifh 

‘people. There is a cuftom-houle here, the officers whereof are extremely rude, and 
- ymperious, -and fevere to the people of the country, but extravagant to the Europeans, 
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‘not regarding any man’s perfon, nor any recommendations from the Porte, but fearch- 
ing all things fuicly, and exading what they pleafe. i 
From Gonie he went to the caftle of Akalzike. The way lies over Mount 
Caucafus, which is one of the higheft, mountains, and one of the molt difficult to pafs 
over in the world. The top is always covered with fnow, over which the natives pafs in 
a kind of fandals, made flat like a racket, to keep them from finking. It is ufual for 
-the guides here to make long prayers to their images # keep.the.winds from rifing, for 
dt the wind be high, it buries all the travellers in how. 
‘This mountain, though not inhabited for fome leagues together in many places. yet 
is fruitful to the very top, yielding honey, wheat, gom, wine, and fruits, and feeding 
hogs and large cattle. ‘Che vines are fo luxuriant, that they run up to the very tops of 









their hishelt trecs, fo that the people cannot gather them, ‘The country people dwell 
in wooden buts, of which every family has four or five. The women grind their corn 


as they want it, and bake their bread on ftones, or upon their hearth, and yet the cruft 
is very white, and the bread good. Thefe inhabitants are for the moft part Chriftians, 
after the Georgian ceremonics; they are frefh complexioned, and their women are 
handfome. At the bottom of the hill is a very fair valley, rich and fertile, being watered 
by the river Kur, which has many villages, and in them the ruins of feveral caftles and 
churches, which, the people fay, were deftroyed by the Turks. . ; he 
Akalzike is.a fortrefs built upon niount Caucatfus, fortified with double walls, and 
flanked with towers built with battlements, after the ancient manner, and defended with 
a few great guns. Upon little hillocks about it ftands a large town of 4oo houfes, 
which, have nothing of antiquity, but two Armenian churches, It is inhabited by . 
“Turks, Armenians, Georgians, Greeks, and Jews, who have their churches and - 
fynagogues. ‘Lhe river Kur, anciently called Cyrus and Corus, which rifes in the . 
Mount Caucafus, runs by it. A bafha lodges in the fortrefs, and his foldiers are quar- , 
tered in the adjacent villages. It was built by the Georgians, from whom the Turks 
took it. .° : ‘ : : ; oa 
From Akalzike he went to Gory, and paffed by Ufker, where the Turks have a 
-eaftle built on a rock, with a garrifon and cuftom-houfe, under the command of a 
sSanziac, and two leagues farther, you crofs over the mountains which part Perfia and 
_'Furkey, from whence you fee feveral villages, in which are the ruins of many caftles, 
«fortrefles, and churches, and the miferable remains of the grandeur of the Georgians, 
«before the Turkifh and Perlian wars deflroyed them. _— -) . : 
~" At the foot of the mountain lie a town and fortrefs, both called Surham- It ftands 
~.on.a very lovely plain, full of cenfes, villages, hillocks, houfes of pleafure, and little, 
caftles belonging to the Georgian lords, and has a fortrels ¢bntaining a garrifon of 
, 100. men. All the country is very well tilled, and mighty pleafant and delightful as 
"far as Gory, except that on the right hand lies a great city almoft in ruins, as not con- 
taining above 500 houfes inhabited, whereas formerly, by"report, it had 12,0009. A 
= Gory isafmall city, feated on a plain between two moustains, upon the banks of the: 
-river Kur, and by it.is a éaftle on a hill, -garrifoned by native Perfians. The houfes. 
and market-placcs are all built with earth, but the people are all very rich and wealthy, 
- and it is furnifhed with all neceffaries for human life at a cheap rate. : 
ir. From Gory he departed, December the 16th, and travelling upon the banks of 
the river Kur, through picafant plains, with great numbers of village8 on all hands, he 
paffed’ through Calicala, a city almoft totally ruined, and came on the 17th to Teflis, 
the capital city of that part of Georgia, lying in the province of Carthueli. The country 
of Georgia, which is under the jurifdiion of the Perfians, borders at this day to the 
a ealt 
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eaft upon Circaffia and Mufcovy, to the weft upon Armenia the Leffer, and to the north 
upon the Black Sea and the kingdom of Imeretta. It is extended from Tauris and 
Lvzerom to Tanais, and was anciently called Albania. It is a country very woody and 
mountainous, unlefs in the middle, where it is more even and level. The river Kur 
runs through the midft of it, and empties itfelf into the Cafpian Sea. 

The Grecians are thought by fome to have called it Georgia, from Georgoi, huf- 
bandman ; but others will have the name derived from St. George, the patron faint of 
all the @hriflians of the Greck church. ‘The temper of the air is very kindly in 
Georgia, being very dry, cold in the winter, and hot in the fummer. The fair weather 
does not begin till May, but then it Jafis till the end of November. The foil being well 
watered, produces all forts of grain, herbs, and fruits in abundance, fo that a man ma’ 
live their delicioufly and cheap. Cattle are there very plentiful and good, as well the 
larger as lefler fort; their fowl is incomparable, efpecially their wild fowl; their 
boar’s ilefh is as plentiful and good as any in Colchis; and, indeed, the common 
people live upon nothing elfe almoft but young pigs, which are excellent meat, and 
never offend the ftomach. The Cafpian Sea, which is next to Georgia, and the Kur, 
that runs quite through it, fupplies it with all forts of falt and frefh fifth. There is no 
country that drinks ‘more and better wine, and they tranfport great quantities of it into 
Media, Armenia, and to Ifpahan, for the King’s table. They have great quantitics 
-of fifk, ‘but know not how to weave it, and therefore they carry it into ‘Turkey to 
Erzerom, and the parts adjoining, and drive a great trade with it. The complexion of 
the Georgians is moft beautiful, you can fcarce fee an ill-favoured perfon among 
them ; and the women are fo exquifitely handfome, that it is hardly poffible to look 
upon ther, and not be in love with them. ‘Ihey are tall, clean limbed, plump and full, 
but not over fat, and extremely flender in the waift ; but this beauty they {poil with paint. 
ting and drefling, with fumptuous habits and jewels. ‘The Georgians are naturally very 
witty, and would be as learned men and great artifts as any are in the world, if they had 
the improvements of arts and fciences ; but having a mean education and bad examples, 
they are drowned in vice, are cheats and knaves, perfidious, treacherous, ungrateful, 
and proud. ‘They are irreconcileable in their enmities ; for though they are not eafily 
provoked, yet they preferve their hatred inviolable. 

Drunkenncfs and luxury are fuch common vices among them, that they are not {can- 
dalous in Georgia. ‘The church-men will be as drunk as others; and they keep male 
flaves in their houfes, which they ufe for their concubines, at which no body is offended, 
becaufe it is fo commonly praétifed, that cuftom makes it thought lawful; yea, and 
they fay, he that is not drunk at their great feftivals of Eafter and Chriftmas, cannot be 
a good Chriftian, and deferves to he excommunicated. The Georgians are very great 
ufurers, and will lend no money without a pawn. ‘The lowett intereft they take is two 
percent. fora month. The women are as vicious and as wicked as the men, and con- 
tribute more than they to that general debauchery which overflows the country. In 
their common converfation they are civil and courteous, grave and moderate. ‘Their 
habit is much like the Polonian, and their bonnets like theirs, their vefts are open 
before down the breaft, and faftened with buttons and loops; their hofe and thoes are 
like the Perfians, and their women’s cloathing is wholly in the fame tafte. : 

The houfes of their grandees, and all their public edifices, are built according to the 
Perfian model, and they imitate the Perfians in their fitting at table, in their beds, and 
manner of diet. ‘Che nobiliry exercife an abfolute tyranny over the people, who are 
their vaffals, making them labour as long as they pleafe for them, without food or 
wages, challenging a right over their effates, liberty, and lives, and felling their 

children. 
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children, or making them their own flaves. They were converted to Chriftianity by an 
Jberian woman, in the fourth age, but have nothing left of Chriftianity but the name ; 
for they do not obferve the leaft precept of Jefus Chrift ; they place all their religion in 
fafting, and making long prayers. ° 

There are feveral bifhops in Georgia, with a patriarch, whom they call Catholicos, 
and an archbifhop, whofe fees, as often as they are vacant, are difpofed of by the Prince, 
though he be a Mahometan, and he generally gives them to his relations, and the pre- 
fent patriarch is his brother. The churches in Georgia, efpecially in ihcir cities, are 
kept fomething more cleanly than in Mingrelia, but in the villages are fullas nalty. The 
Georgians and their neighbours build their churches upon high mountaifis, in remote 
and inacceflible places, and bow unto them at great diftances, but fcarce go into them 
once in ten years, leaving them to the injuries of the weather, and for the birds to 
build their nefts in. ‘They can give no other reafon for all this, but that it is a cuftom ; 
though we may fuppofe, it is rather to avoid repairing and adorning them. Georgia 
was made tributary to the Perfians by Ifhmael the Great, and though it has feveral times 
revolted, yet ftill cont!nues in fubjection to them. 

The city of Teflis, the capital city of Faft Georgia, is one of the faireft cities in all 
the King of Perfia’s dominions, though not fo big as fome. It is feated at the bottom 
of a mountain, and on the eaftern fide of it runs the river Kur, which rifing in the 
mountains of Georgia, joins itfelf to the Araxes. The moft part of houfes built by the 
river-fide, ftand upon a rock, and the whole city is encompafled with {trong and beauti- 
ful walls, except on the fide next the river, and is defended by a fortrefs on the fouth 
fide, wherein are none but native Perfians. This fortrefs is a fanctuary for all manner 
of criminals. 

Teflis has in it fourteen churches, which is very much in a country where there is fo. 
little devotion. Six of them are appropriated to the Georgian fervice, and maintained 
by them, and the other eight belong to the Armenians. ‘The cathedral called Sion is. - 
built all of hewn ftone, and ftands on the bank of the river. It is an ancient building, 
in good repair, compofed of four bodies, and has a great duomo in the middle. The. 
great altar ftands in the middle of the church, and the infide is full of paintings, after 
the Greek manner. The Armenians have alfo feveral monafteries here ; in one of 
them, they fay, they have St. George’s fkull. 

There 1s not any mofque in Teflis, though it be under a Mahometan Prince, and 
though the Perfians have attempted to build one feveral times, they could never accom- 
plifh their defign, for the people mutinied and beat down their work ; which aétion,, 
though very affronting to the Perfian religion, yet the Emperor of Perfia is afraid to- 
come to any extremities with them, left they fhould revolt to their neighbours the 
Turks, and fo Teflis and all Georgia enjoy their liberty to retain almoft ali the exterior 
marks of their religion ; for, on the top of all the fteeples of their churches ftands a 
crofs, and in them they have bells, which they often ring. Every day they fell pork 
openly, as well as other victuals, and wine, at the corners of the {treets, which vexes the 
Perfians to fee, but they cannot help it. Some few years fince they built a mofque in the 
fortrefs, and the Georgians could not prevent it; but when the prieft, after their cuf- 
tom, came up to the top, to make profeffion of his faith, and call the Mahometans to 
prayers, the people fo plied him with vollies of {tones, that he was forced to fly down 
in hafte, and never dared to appear there any more. 

‘The public buildings, viz. their market-places, inns, and magazines, are well built of 
flone, and kept in good repair. ‘The Prince’s palace is a noble and. beautiful building, 

being 
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being adorned with halls and rooms of flate, gardens, aviaries, and fpacious courts, to 
which the viceroy ‘of Caket’s palace is not much inferior. 

The out parts of the city are adorned with feveral houfes of pleafure, and may beauti+ 
ful gardens, of which tMe Prince’s is the biggeft ; but the trees are fuch only as ferve for 
fhade and coolnefs. 

The Capuchins, who were fent into Georgia about the year 1557, by the Pope, have 
an habitation in this city, as alfo at Gory, where they are highly efteemed as phyficians, 
» which is the tile chey give themfelves, but they make very little progrefs in the conver- 

fion of the Georgians ; for befides that thefe people are very ignorant, and take litil> 
care to inftru€ themfelves, ir is fo rivetted into their heads, that fufting, as they obferve 
it, is the eflential part of the Chriftain religion, that they do not believe the Capuchins to 
be Chriftians, though they fait as they do, becaufe they are informed, they do it not 
in Europe. ; 
The city of Teflis is very well peopled, and there are as many ftrangers refort thither 
as to any place in the world, for there is a great trade driven there, and the court is very 
numerous.and magnificent, becoming the capital city of a province. ‘Che Georgians 
do not call it ‘eflis, but Cala, i. e. The Fortreis, which isa name they give to all habi- 
tations encompafied with walls, and fome geographers call it, ‘lebele-Cala, or the 
hot city, either by reafon of the hot baihs, or becaule the air there is not fo cold and 
boifterous as in other parts of Georgia. ’ 
12. ee the 28th he departed from Teflis, and paffing through Sogan-lov, or the 
place of onions, ftanding upon the river Kur, came to Kupri-Kent, or the village of the 
bridge, becaufe there is a very fair bridge over the river Tabadi, in the arches of which 
are made little chambers and porticos, and in every one of thema chimney,.on purpofe 
to lodge ftrangers, and in the middle ones balconies, to take the cool.air.in the fummer ; 
Melick-Kent, or the royal village, and fo to Dely-Jan, a village of 300 houfes, feated 
upon the river Acalftapha, which runs at the foot of a high and dreadful mountain, part 
of Mount Taurus. Here is plenty of water, and the ground is very fertile, and a great 
many villages to be feen on every fide, fome of which ftood fo high upon the points of 
the rocks, that they were almoft indifcernible. They are inhabited by Georgian and 
Armenian Chriftians, but not intermixed, becaufe they have fuch an inveterate enmity 
one againft another, that they cannot live together in the fame villages. The moft part 
of the houfes of thefe villages are no better than caverns or hollow places made in the 
earth; the reft are built with timber, and covered with turf. 3 

Thefe fort of buildings are very convenient, being cool in fummer, and warm in 
winter, ‘Phe borough of Dely-Jan, and all the countty round about for fix leagues, is 
governed by its own natural Princes, from father to fon, and holds of Perfia as Georgia 
does. It is called the country of Cafac, the people being ftout and fierce, defcended 
from the Cofaques, who inhabit the mountains on the north-eaft of the Cafpian Sea, and 
is at prefent under a Prince called Kamfhi-Can. He lodged at Kara-Phifhith, a large 
borough, feated at the bottom of the mountains which feparate Georgia from Armenia. 
It.ftands on the banks of the river Zengui, and pafling Bichni, where there is an Arme- 
nian monaftery, our author arrived at Erivan, Jan. 7, 1673. 

13. Evivan is a great city, but dirty. ‘The vineyards and gardens make the greateft 
part of it, there bemg no ornamental buildings in it. It is fituated in a plain, encom- 
paffed with mountains on every fide, between two rivers, the Zengui and Queurk- 
-boulack. The fortre's itfelf may pafs for afmall city, containing soo houfes, inhabited 

. by Perfians only ; for though the Armenians have fhops there to work and trade in in the 
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day-time, yet they return to their héufes in the evening. It is furrounded with three 
walls of earth, and brick made of clay, with battlements, and flanked with towers, and 
ftrengthened with ramparts, according to the cuftom of the ancients, and in itis conftantly 
maintained a garrifon of 2000 men. The governor of the province’s palace is within’ 
this caftle, and isa very fpacious and deligh:ful place in fummer. : 

The city ftands about a cannon-thet from the fortrefs, but the fpace between is filled 
up with houfes and market-places, which are {uch pitiful ftru@tures, that they may be 
removed in one day. There are feveral churches in this city, of which the epifcopal 
fee, called Ircou-ye-rize, and Catavike are the chief; the reft are frtall, funk deep 
in the earth. Near the epifcopal church is an old tower, built of free-ftone, of antique 
work, with feveral infcriptions, but none can read them 3 nor is it known when, by 
whom, or for what ufe it was built. At a little diftance from it is the Grand Meidan, 
or great market-place, 400 paces fquare, where they ufe all exercifes, both for horfe 
and foot, as caréufais, racings, wreltling, and managing of horfes for war. ‘Lhere-are 
many baths and fair inns in it. ‘The air is good, but a little thick and cold, for their 
winter lafts long, and they have fnow fometimes in April. The country is very de- 
lightful and fertile, and pieduces fruits in great plenty, efpecially wine, which is there 
good and cheap. 

The Armenians have a tradition, that Noah planted his vineyard near Erivan, and 
fome pretend to thew the place, about a finall league from the ‘city. The river and. 
lake, which is twenty-five leagues in compafs, furnith the city with excellent fith of nine 
forts, of which the trouts and carps are famous all over the Eaft. In the midit of the 
lake is a fmall ifland, where ftands a monaftery, whofe prior is an archbifhop, and takes 
upon him the title of patriarch, refufing to acknowledge the grand patriarch. The 
Armenians hold this city to be the molt anciently inhabited place in the world; for 
they affirm, that Noah and all his family dwelt there, both before the deluge, and after 
he came out of the ark, and that the earthly paradife was there. But all this isa {tory 
without foundation, reported by perfons equally ignorant and vain-glorious. 

‘Two leagues from Erivan ftands the famous monaftery of the ‘Three Churches, the 
fanétuary of the Armenian Chriftians. ‘The Armenians call it F.cs-miazin, which name 
alfo the principal church bears. It is a fubftantial but dark ftrudture, all built of large 
frecftone. ‘The monks fhew feveral relics preferved in it, asa finger of St. Peter, and 
two of St. John the Baptift, a rib of St. James, bifhop of Jerufalem, and an arm of St. 
Gregory, &c. but they muft be very credulous and funerftitious that can believe them 
fuch. ‘Ihe two. other churches that ftood near this are St. Caiana and St. Repfima, the 
names of two Roman virgins who fled into Armenia, as they fay, in the ninth perfecu- 
tion, and fuffered martyrdom in the fame places where thofe churches ftand. 

Within the territory of Erivan, which reaches about twenty leagues round it, there 
are twenty-three convents for men, and five for women, which are fo poor, that being 
continually employed in getting a livelihood, they never perform holy duties but upon 
holidays, ‘They hold the opinions of the Monophyfites, but in other points are very 
ignorant. ‘Two leagues from Erivan eaftward, is to be feen the famous mountain where 
Noah’s ark is faid to have refted, The Armenians hold, that the ark is Hill upon the 
top of the mount called Maus, but that no man can afcend to it. The governor of Eri. 
vanisa Beglerbeg, i.e. a lord of lords, and has alfo the title of ferdar, or general of the 
army. His revenue is 32,000 tomans, which is above 112,000]. fterling a year, befides 
fines, prefents, and indireét ways of enriching himfelf, which amount to 50,0001, more. , 

14. While he ftaid at Erivan, he faw a wedding of the governor's fteward’s brother, 
Matrimony in Perfia is very expenfive, fo that only men of eftates will venture upon 
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it, left-it prove their ruin. The meaner fort content themfelves with a concubine or 
flave. The Mahometans that follow the tenets of Haly, take their wives after three 
manners, viz. by purchafe, hire, or marriage, All thefe ways their religion allows, and 
the civil law acknowledges the children born in any of them legitimate. The wives. who 
are flaves are called Canize. Of thefe the law allows a man as many as.he can main- 
tain, and takes ne cognizance how they are ufed. He is matter of their chaftity, yea, 
of their lives, and it is their honour to ferve their mafter as his wives. The hired wives 
are called Moutaa: of thefe alfo a man may take as many as he pleafeth, and as long 
as he pleafeth, for the price“agreed on, and at the end of the term they may part with 
them, or renew the bargain. A handfome young maid at Ifpahan may be hired for 351. 
ayear, befides cloaths, diet, and lodging. If any break off before the end of the term, he 
mutt pay the whole fum contracted for, and the woman, after difmiffion, muft tarry 
forty days before fhe lets herfelf to another. Thefe days they call the days of puri- 
fication. 

The efpoufed wives are called Nekaa, and of thefe the Mahometan religion allows a 
man to marry four; but thcy never marry above one, to avoid expence and diforder, 
for every one will command, and their mutual jealoufy caufes a perpetual confufion ; 
_ wherefore, if they cannot content themfelves with one woman, they ule their flavess In 

Perfia they ufually marry by proxy, becaufe the man never fees his wife till after he has 
confummated the marriage, which fometimes he does not till feveral days after his wife 
has been at home. One would think, that this way of marrying fhould produce unfor- 
tunate matches; but it doth not, for marriages are not more happy in any country than 
this. If either of the parties diflike one another, and refolve to unmarry themlelves, 
the Mahometan religion permits a divorce, and they may feparate either before a judge 
or a churchman, giving each other a talaac or bill of divorce, and then the parties are 
at liberty to marry again where they pleafe themfelves. % 

Upon this diffolution of their marriage, if the man has fucd the divorce, he is obliged 
to return the woman her dowry; yet it the woman fought it, fhe lofeth her portion; but 
if the perfons repent the aét, they may renew the marriage again three times: yet, the 
Perfians rarely make ufe of this licenfe to part with their wives, only fome citizeris and 
tradefmen make their advantage of it. Perfons of quality count it fo difhonourable, that 
they will rather die than divorce their wives, and the meaneft fort cannot part with the 
portion, and fo if they defire a divorce, which is rare, they effect it by ill-ufing their wives, 
to force them to fue for a divorce, and thereby facrifice all to their liberty. 

The Armenian patriarch lives in this city, and has an epifcopal palace. He, with all 
the reft of his clergy, is much addi&ted to fimony, as are alfo all the I-aftern fects, Their 
chief gain lies in felling the oil called myrone, at a dear rate, which they teach the people 
to believe is a remedy that phyfically cures all the diftempers of the foul, and confers the 
grace of regeneration and remiffion of fins, faying, that in baptifm it is the oil, not the 
water, which is the matter prefcribed. The patriarch confecrates this oil, and fells it to 
the bithops and priefts, who get great fums by it. 

rg. April the 8th he parted from Erivan, and travelling ‘through a country fome- 
what hilly, but full of villages, came.firft to Daivin, and then to Kainer, leaving the 
mountain of Noah on the right hand. On the roth he went on the fame road, which 
led him through a fertile and fair country, and leaving Sederec, a great town, and the 
capital of the province of Armenia, called Charour, where the Sultan refides, came 
through Nouratchin, and over. the river Harpafony to Nacchivan, which is thought to 
be the ancient Artaxate. It is now little elfe but a heap of ruins, not containing above 
two thoufand houfes which are inhabited. and thofe in the heart of the city, with inns. 
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baths, and other public houfes, where they fell tobacco and coffee, whereas formerly 
the Perfian hiftory,affures us, that it contained forty thoufand. 

Five leagues to the north lies a great city, called Abrener, i. e. the fertile field, and 
feven others near to it, all whofe inhabitants are Papifts, and their bifhops and curates * 
Dominicans, who perform their church fervice in the Armenian language. Thefe tgwns 
were brought into fubjection to the Pope by an Italian Dominican of Bologna. Twenty 
villages more acknowledged the fame ecclefiaftical. jurifdiction, but are returned to 
their firft religion, and their obedience to the Armenian patriarch ; and it is not-likely 
that the reft can hold out long, for the governors of the province ufe them violently, 
and lay heavy impofitions upon them, for withdrawing from their jurifdidtion. : 

From Nacchivan, hepaffed to old Julpha, through a dry ftony country, “where 
‘there is nothing to be feen but hills of ftones. It isa ruined city, and thought by 
fome authors to bethe ancient Ariammene, It is faid to have contained: four thoufand 
houfes, though the ruins do not fhew above half fo many. At prefent there is nothing 
but holes and caverns in the mountains, fitter for beafts than men to live in. 

This city was ruined by Abas the Great, for the fame reafon as Nacchivan, viz, to 
hinder the invafions of the Turks for want of provifions. By Julpha runs the river 
Araxes, which feparates Anaenia from Media. It rifes in the mountain where Noah’s 
ark is faid to have refted, from which perhaps it takes its name, and empties itfelf 
into the Cafpian Sea. It is very large, and of fo rapid a courfe, efpecially when it is 
{welled by the thaws of the fnows that come down from the mountains, that no bridges 
can ftand upon it, nor dams refift its force, and the noife of the waters aftonifhes the 
ears of the beholders, 

16. Media, which formerly ruled all Afia with an imperial dominion, at prefent makes 
but one part ofa province, though the largeft in the Perfian empire, called Azerbeyan 
or Afapaican, It borders on the eaft upon the Cafpian Sea and Hyrcania, on the fouth 
upon Parthia, on the weft upon Araxes and the Upper Armenia, of which Affyria is a 
part, and on the north on Dageltan, which is that mountanious country that borders 
upon the Mufcovite Coffacks, and part of Mount Taurus. The Perfians affirm, that the 
name of Azerbeyan implies, the country of fire, by reafon of the famous temple of fire 
which -was there erected, where was kept that fire which the fire-worthippers hold to 
be a god. Nimrod is fuid firft to have brought in this worfhip, and there is a certain 
fed called Guebres which ftill maintain it. ‘ 

From Julpha he travelled through a country full of little hills, leaving a fpacious plain 
upon the left hand, where many bloody battles between the-Turks and Perfians were 
fought, and p-rticularly that between Selim, the fon of Solyman the Great, ‘and Ifh- 
mael the Great, to Alacou, and from thence, through a more even country, to Marant, 
a very fair town, confifting of about two thoufand five hundred houfes, and which has 
fo many gardens as take up as much ground as the houfes. It is feated at the bottom 
of a mountain, at the end of a plain, watered by the little river Zelou-lou, from which 
the people have drawn feveral cuts into their grounds and gardens., ; 

In the places adjoining. grow plenty of fruits, the beft in all Media; but that which 
is moft peculiar to thefe parts, is this, that here they gather cochineal, though in no 
great quantities, nor for aay longer time than only eight days in fummer, when the 
fun is in Leo; for before that time, the people fay, it doth not come to maturity; and 
after the worm, from which they draw the cochineal, makes a-hole in the leaf in 
which it grows, it is loft. The Perfians call cochineal kermis, from kerm, which 
" fignifies a worm, becaufe it is extra¢ted out of worms. The Armenians have a tra« 
dition, that Noah lies buried here. 
: x2 17. From 
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17. From thence he travelled among tha mountains to Sophian, a. little village full 
of rivulets and gardens, and fruitful to a wonder, and fo he went to Tauris, which is 
fifty-three Perfian leagues from Erivan. ‘Vhis city is very large and potent, being the 
fecond in Perfiain dignity, grandeur, riches, trade, and number of inhabitants. It is 
neither walled nor fortified, and the little river Spingtcha runs acrofs it, which fome- 
times carries away the houles on the fide of it, and makes dreadful havock. On the 
north-fide runs the river Agi, or the falt river, whofe water is made falt by the little 
rivulets, which pafling through the falt marthes, fall into it, and fo can nourifh no fifh. 
It is divided into nine wards, and has fifteen thoufand houfes, and as many fhops in 
their market-places, among which are three hundred inns, and fome fo large, as to lodge 
three hundred people, and many cabarets for coffee, tobacco, and itrong liquors. 
There are three hundred and fifty mofques, three hofpitals, which relieve the poor 
with victuals twice a day, and a fair hermi, called Hali’s eye. 

The inhabitants have been formerly computed to be five hundred and fifty thoufand. 
This city is full of ftrangers, who come hither to trade from all parts of Afia, becaufe 
it is full of all forts cf merchandize, and abounds with artifts in cotton, filk and gold. 
‘The fairett turbans in Perfia are made here; and it is faid, there are fix thoufand 
bales of fk confumed in this manufa@ure. The air of Fauris is good, healthy, and 
dry, but the cold continues long, becaufe it is expofed to the north, and the fnow lies 
nine months in the year upon the mountains ; the winds blow every day, morning and 
evening, and rains often fall. 

" It abounds with all things neceffary for human fupport, as corn, fifh from the Caf 
pian Sea, venifon, and other wild bealts. Bread may be bought there at three pounds 


a penny, and fleth at three halfpence a pound. ‘There are faid to grow no leis than, 


6o forts of grapes in and about ‘Fauris. Near it is a quarry of white marble, a ming’ 
of gold, and another of falt. There are feveral mineral waters, all fulphureous, of 
which fome are cold, and others boiling hot. Moft of our geographers of belt néte, 
as Ortelius, Ananias, Molets, &c. are of opinion, that this city is the ancient/and 
celebrated Mcbatana, fo frequently mentioned in holy writ, and in the ancient hiftory 
of Afia, but there are no remains of the magnificent palace of Ecbatan, whee the 
monarchs of Afia kept their courts in fummer, nor of Danicl’s, to juftify this notion. 

Vrom Tauris he travelled’ firlt to Vafpinge, a great borough, furroutidéd with 
gardens and groves of poplars and tylets, and watered with feveral brooks, which make 
it very pleafant; then to Agi-agach, by which are the plains which afford the beft 
paftures in all Media, and perhaps in the whole world, where the choiceft horfes in 
the whole province are put to grafs from April to June, to purge, refrefh, fatten and 
ftrengthen them. Thefe plains are the Hippopothon of the ancients, of which they 
write that the Kings of Media kept here a breed of fifty thoufand horfes. 

The road from hence leads by feveral circles of large hewn ftones, which the 
Perfians affirm to be the places where the Caous or giants, when they made wars in 
Media, held their councils, it being a cuftom among thefe people, that every officer 
that came to the council brought with hima ftone, to ferve him inftead of a chair, 
and ‘fo carries you over hills and dales, all fruitful and delightful, to admiration, 
through Turiman, fo called, becaufe that in the fields about it there is a great number 
of fhepherds with their flocks, that are called by that name, to Purvare, an handfome 
large village at the bottom of an hill, and upon the banks of a little river. 

From thence he proceeded in his journey, and croffing the river Miana feveral times, 
by reafon of its windings, pafled through the town of the fame name adjoining, both 
fo called becaufe they part Media from Parthia, and. afcended a ridge of mountains, 
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which are a branch of mount Taurus, at the top of which ftands a caftle, called the 
’ Virgin’s Caftle, becaufe Artaxerxes is faid to have built it on purpofe to imprifon a 
princefs of the blood. : 

As foon as you have paffed thefe mountains, and the river Kefil-buefe, which is at 
the foot of them, you perceive a change of the air; for whereas Media is moift and 
cloudy, fubject to high winds and much rain, the Parthian air is dry to the higheft de- 
gree, without clouds or rain for fix months fometimes, and the foil fandy, fo that 
nothing will thrive without good hufbandry and pains. 

13, Parthia, which was fo long the feat of the empire of Afia, is now a large pro» 
vince of the Perfian monarchy... It is the proper demefnes of the Shah, and therefore 
has no governor, as the reft of the provinces. It is extended 200 leagues in length, 
and ! 50 in breadth, being bounded by the province of Choraflan on the eaft ; by Fars, 
which is properly Perfia, on the fouth, by Azarbeyan or Media on the welt, and. 
Guilan or Mezanderan, which compofe the province of Hyrcania, on the north, 

‘Vue air is dry, and though the mountains produce nothing but thiftles a .d briers, 
yot the plains arefruitfuland pleafant, where there is water. This province has above forty. 
cities, which is much in Perfia, becaufe it is not peopled according to its extent. “Vhe- 
Parthians took their original from the Scythians, who were the ‘Tartars, who now in- 
habit the north of Perfia, called Uzbecs, and formerly Baétrians. The firft village 
you come at is Zerigan, which is famed for its antiquity, being founded, according to 
the Perfian records, in the reign of Ardechir-babezon, feveral ages before Chrit, and 
then paffing over delightful plains, you come to Sultany. 

‘his city is feated at the foot of a mountain. It feems afar off'a very neat well-built 
place, but does not appear fo when you are within it ; yet fome of the public buildings 
‘ire very remarkable, both for the materials and architecture. It contains about three 
thoufand houfes, and befides, there are very vaft ruins, which makes it probable, that it 
was once the largeft city of the kingdom, as their hiftories relate. Provifions are very’ 
plentiful and cheap there, and the air wholefome, though very changeable, the morn- 
ings, evenings, and nights being very cold, and days hot. It is faid to be .the moft 
ancient city in Parthia. he predeceffors of Ifhmael Sophi, and the laft Armenian. ° 
Kings, refided there, and then it is faid, that it contained four hundred Chriftian 
churches 3 but being demolifhed by Tamerlane, and feveral other ‘Turkifh and ‘ar- 
tarian Princes, the Chriftians have deferted it. 

#rom hence he travelled through a lovely country, and pafling through feveral: 
villages, furrounded with meadows, and groves of willow and poplar, he came to- 
Ebher, a fmall city for the buildings, as containing not above 2,500 houfes, but taking: 
up a large extent of ground, becaufe they have fo many large gardens. A fmall river 
runs through the midft of it. It is thought to be anciently called Barontha.. ‘The- 
fituation is delightful, the air wholefome, and foil plentiful. It is governed by a- 
darogue, or mayor; and the Mirtfheki-bafhi has his tahvil, or falary, charged upon the 
revenue of this city. The Perfian geographers affert, that this city was built by Kei- 
Cofrou, and that Darab-Reihoni, or Darius, began to build the caftle;. and that 
Skender-Roumi, i. e. Alexander the Great, finifhed it. At Ebher they begin to fpeak 
the Perfian language, which is fpoken all tlie way to the Indies, more or lefs pure, as- 
ihe people are more or lefs diftant from Schiras, where it is fpoken in the greateft: 
perfetion. 

+9. From Ebher he travelled to Perfac, leaving Cafbin five leagues om the left 
hand. ‘This great city flands in a delightful plain, three leagues from Mount Alou- 
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vent, one of the higheft and moft famous mountains in Perfia. It is fix iniles in cir- 
cumfererence, containing 12,000 houfes, and 100,000 inhabirants, of which there are 
forty families of Chriftians, and one hundred Jews, but all very poor. It was formerly 
walled, but they are now all fallen down. The chiefeft ornament and grace of Cafbin 
is the King’s palace,+and the great number of the feats of the Perfian grandees, who 
attend upon the court, which has its continual refidence there. There are but few 
mofques in Cafbin, but the royal mofque, called Metfhid-tha, is one of the largeft and 
fairett in all Perfia. . This city has no great plenty of water, but it is fupplied, with all 
it has, by fubterraneous channels called Kei ifees. 

The air is thick, and not very healthful, and the foil dry and fandy, yet it abounds 
with meat, and all mamer of provifions, which are brought thither from the countries 
adjoining, which having many well-watered plains, feeda world of cattle, and produce 
prodigious quantities of corn. The faireft grape in Perfia, called fhahoni, or the royal 


grape, being of a gold colour, and tranfparent, of which the ftrongeft and moit [yy 
cious wine in the world is made, grows here. The air is very hot toner Me 
day long, but the nights are fo cold, that if a man expofe himfelf ney tttEto the 
air, after he is undrefled, he is fure to fall fick. Some of our European geegraphers 
affirm it to have been the city, which the Greeks called Ragea, or Rages, afterwards 
Europa and Arfacia, asd now Cafbin, from a King of that name. It is governed by a 
darogue, or mayor, chofen every year, whofe office is worth to him 6oo tomans, or 
2000 pounds, oe ° 

Having paffed Cafbin, he came to Kaiare, and having lodged there, travelled the 
Next night (for that is the general way of travelling all over the eaft, to avoid the heat 
of the fun, which would hurt both man and beat in the day-time) by Segs-abad, which 
fignifies the habitation of dogs, to Savas a great city, feated in a fandy and barren plain. 
It is two miles in circuit, and walled round, but fo miferably built, that, unlefs it be in 
the mid@, it runs to ruin for want of inhabitants. The hiftories of Perfia unanimoufly 
agree, that the whole plain of Sava was formerly a faltmarfh, or lake; but how it was 
dried is not certainly known: fome fabuloufly ‘report, that Haly, Mahomet’s fon-in. 
law, drained it by a miracle, and to preferve the memory of it, the people built this 
city in the midft of it. ‘ 7 : 

1g. Juft over againft Sava, caftward, at four leagues diftance, ftands a place of 
pilgrimage, moft famous for the devotion of the Perfians. They call it Echmouil, 
that is to fay, Samuel; for they believe, that this prophet was there interred, and 
over his tomb is built a moft fumptuous maufolaum, in the midft of a magnificent 
mofque. Over-againft it is {till to be feen fome remnants of the city of Rey, which is 
reported to have been once the biggelt city of Afia, next to Babylon. The Perfian 
hiltories relate, that it was divided into ninety-fix quarters, every one of which had 
‘forty-fix ftreets, and every {treet 400 houfes, and ten mofques ; that there were in it 
6,400 colleges, 16,600 baths, 15,000 towers of mofques, 12,000 mills, 1,700 channels, 
and 13,000 inns, and people almoft numberlefs. 

The chronicles of the Magi make Chus, the grand-child ef Noah, to be founder of 
it; and Ptolemy calls it Raquaia; but the vulgar opinion is, that it was founded by 
Houfheing Pifhdadi, or the chief juftitiary, and enlarged by Marroutther, his fucceffor, 
Tt was deftroyed by the Mahometans, who being divided ‘into two fects, viz. of Shia 
and Sunnis, made war one upon the other for fixty years togetliar. The feé of Sunnis 
called in the affiftance of the Tartars, and, by their help, bore down the fe@ of Shia. 
In thefe wars the Tartars, by their frequent incurfions, deftroyed the potent city of 
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Rey, and reduced it to nothing before the Gooth year of their Hegyra. The foil about 
it is fertile and pleafant, and produces great plenty of fruits ; but the air is unhealthy, 
making the kin fwarthy, and breeding agues. ‘ 

Departing from hence, he pafféd by a hill, called Couh-Telifm, which has this re- 
markable and peculiar to it; that as you approach nearer and nearer to it, it fhews a 
different form, and varies both in its bignefs and figure; that the top or point of it is 
always in fight, and you would think, that it turned that fide, which way foever you 
flood to look upon it. It confifts of a black earth, that crumbles like that of the burn- 
ing mountains; but it is not known to have vomited fire. The people of the country 
fay, that they that afcend that mountain never come back again. 

20. Having paffed it, he came to Com, a large city, feated ina plain, by a river. 
fide. It contains 15,000 houfes, as the people fay, and is furrounded with a moat and 
wall, flanked with towers, but half ruined. On the river-fide are two fair keys, and 
at the caft of the city a fine bridge. It contains many large and beautiful market-places, 
both for wholefale and retail: though it be a city of no great trade, yet they export 
large quantities of fruit, dried and raw, and particularly pomegranates ; foap, fword- 
blades, agd earthen ware, both white and varnifhed, which hath this peculiar property, 
that it ee the water in fwumer both wonderfully and fuddenly, by reafon of its con- 
tinual tranfpiration. It contains a great number of fair inns, maufoleums and mofques, 
wherein the grand-children and defcendants of Ali, which are the Perfian faints, called 
Y¥man-Zade, fons of the apoftles, lie interred. One of thefe mofques is the moft cele~ 
brated in the eaft: it has four courts, of which the firft is planted with trees and flowers, 
like a garden, with terraces on each fide; the fecond is not fo beautiful as this, but, 
the third is nothing inferior to it, being furrounded with apartments two ftories high, 
and having a terrace, portico and canal. In the fourth are the chambers and lodgings 
for the priefts, governors aid ftudents, that live upon the revenues of the facred place. 
Fronting thefe courts ftand the body of the ftru@ure, confifting of three great chapels. 
aponaline. To the middiemoft belongs a portal, eighteen feet high, of white marble. 
‘The top isa large half-duomo, over-laid without with large {quare china tiles, painted 
with morefco work, and embellifhed within with gold and azure. The folding doors 
are plated with filver, gilt with vermillion. 

In it ftands the tomb of Fatima in the imidft, which is overlaid alfo with China tiles, 
painted a-la-morefco, and overfpread with cloth of gold, which hgngs down on both 
fides. Itis enclofed with a grate of maify filver, ten feet high, diftant half a foot from 
the tomb, and at each corner are apples of fine gold. In the two chapels on cach fide 
ftand the tombs of the laft Kings of Perfia, viz. Abas and Sophi, both very magnificent; 
but on that of Abas are written in large characters of gold, feven elegies upon Mahomet 
and Haly, made by the learned Hafan-Cafa, 

‘Fhefe are rare pieces of eloquence, and in them may be feen not only the genius of 
Perfian poetry, but the tranfports of the Mahometan devotion. This city contains 
feveral other beautiful and fumptuous edifices, and would be a very pleafant place, 
were it not for the heat, which is exceflive, there being no place in all Perfia where the 
fun feorches more violently, yet is the air wholefome, and foil fruitful, efpecially in 
piftachios. ‘The people are very courteous and civil. ‘The river that paffeth by it is 
but a {mall current in fummer, but being fwelled with the fhow-waters that fall from 
the mountains, it fometimes overflows great part of the city. 

From Com he travelled four leagues over very fertile plains, abounding with fine 
villages, to Caflem-abad, a town confifting of 300 houfes, belonging to the ‘Queen- 
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mother, as her dowry, from whence he paffed over a d-y fandy plain, without villages 
or water, to Abifhirin, or fweet water, becaufe there is a fountain of fair water, and 
went from thence to Cafhan. 

21. This city is feated in a large plain, near ahigh mountain, a league in length and 
a quarter of a Icague in breadth, running out from eaft to welt in form of an half-moon. 
‘There is no river near the city, but it is fupplied with water by canals, deep wells, and 
cifterns, It is encompaffed with a double wall, flanked with round towers, after the, 
old fafhion, and hath five gates. The city and Tiburbs, which are the moft beautiful, 
contain 6500 houfes, as the people fay, forty mofques, three colleges, and about 200 
fepulchres of the delcendants of Ali, The principal mofgue ftands right againfk the 
market-place, and has a tower, likea fteeple, of free-ftone. ‘rhe houfes are built of 
earth and brick, but are none of them remarkable for their beauty. 

‘The bazars and baths are well built and kept, and the royal inn is the faireft in all 
Perfia. ‘The wealth and trade of Cafhan confift in the manufadory of all forts of ftutts, 
and tiffues of gold and filver, plain and flowered, fatin and velyet; there is no city in 
Perfia that makes more. Cafhan ftands in a good air, yet fo violently hot that it 
is ready to ftife you in fummer, which is occaficned by the refleQion of a mountain 
that ftands on the fouth of it; but the greateft inconveni.s.ce that attends this city, is 
the great number of {corpions which infelt it, and the parts adjoining, when the fun is 
in Scorpio, and therefore there is nobody but has by him feveral experienced remedies 
again. ~he fting of this creature. 

Cattle and wild fowl are not plentiful, but the country abounds in corn and fruits. 
alhey furnifh Hpahan with fruits, efpecially melons and water-melons, all the feafon, 
Several Eurc pean authors think this city to be-Ambrodux or Crefiphon of the ancients. 
It is faid to Le founded by a virgin, who therefore laid the firit fone of it when the 
fun entered Virgo, and named it t Cathan from her grandfather. It is governed Pye a da- 
rogue or mayor, who holds his place two years. 

From Casnan he paffed over a mountain, and then defcended into a deep valley, very 
narrow and about a league in length, which is well filled with houfes, viney ards, and 
gardens, fo clofe one to another that they all feem but one village. Several dedightful. 
and clear ftreams preferve the fummer fo wonderfully cool here, that the rofes were not 
blown, nor the corn or fruit ripe, when the harveit was quite got in at Cafhan. Several 
modern authors affert, that Darius was murdered by Beflus in this valley, and that not 
improbably, becaufe hiftory fays Betlus fled to Baétriana, and Nabarzanes to Hyrcania, 
and here the road begins to thefe two provinces, and fo by Moutfhacour, a large vil- 
lage of 500 houfes, to Ifpahan, which is fo thick encompatte ed with villages, that you 
Sg think you are in the fuburbs two hours before you come near them. 

There are two Bther roads, which it is neceflary that travellers fhould be ac-. 
gaanied with, which I fhall briefly defcribe, viz. from Warfaw to Hpahan, and from 
gs to Molcow. 

Warfaw, which is feated upon the left hand of the Viftula, is the ordinary refidence 
of the King of Poland. Beginning your travel here to Ifpahan you muft go to Lublin, 
which is fix days’ journey, and in five more you may get to Iluove, where the cuftom- 
ers open all the bales of the merchant’s goods, and exact five in the hundred. From 
Huove you go to Jaflovieer in twelve days. This is the laft city of Poland next Mol- 
davia. Here, if you fell any goods, you mult pay five per cent. . 

From thence you go to Yafhe in eight days. This is the capital city of Moldavia, 
and the refidence of the Wayvod, which the Grand Segnior feuds to govern that 
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country. Here all bales of merchandizes are opened, and there is a roll of all that 
the merchant is to pay; which amounts to five per cent. 

From Yathe the way lies through Ourthaye, to which you come in three days. 
‘This is the laft city in Moldavia. From hence to Akerman you go in four days, and 
the cuftoms amount to four per cent. but they take the merchant’s account. From 
Akerman you go to Ozou, where they take two per cent. and fo to Precop, where they 
pay two and a half per cent. but they truft to the merchant’s word at both places. 

From Precop the road lies to Kaffa, where alfo the cuftom is three per cent. And the 
journey from Warfaw to Kaffa is fifty-one days by the waggon, which is the ufual way 
of carriage in that country, and the cuftoms in all come to eighteen and a half per cent. 
to which you muft add the carriage and pailage by fea to Trebifond, where you pay 
three piafters for every mule’s and four for every camel’s load. To avoid fomething 
of this charge, the Armenians fhip their goods ufually at another port, called Onnie, 
which is a very good port, and where they never pay above a piafter and a half for a 
cainel’s load. 

‘There is another road from Warfaw to Trebifond fhorter by three days’ journey, viz. 
from Warfaw to Yafhe, in the former road, and from thence by Galas, a city of Mol- 
davia, Megin, and Mangalia, the beft port in the Black Sea to the weft, to Trebifond, 
from whence to Erzerom five days’ journey, from which to Ifpahan you go the ufual 
road, a 
The other road from Ifpahan to Mofcow lies thus: you muft travel afual road 
before-mentioned, to Shamaki, and from thence to Derbent, which ¢ Turks call 
Demir-Capi. This is the laft city in the Perfian jurifdiGion, by which,the river Sha- 
mourkaruns. From Derbent you may travel to Tetark in eight days, where hiring 
barks with twelve oars, you may be at Aftracan, by the help of a little fail which they 
put up, if the wind ferves, in four or five hours, but if you row only it will take up nine. 
‘When you embark upon the Cafpian Sea, you mutt provide yourfelf water for the firft 
three days, becaufe the water on the coaft is bitter for that time, but afterwards it is 
very good. At Aftracan the merchants are all fearched by the Cuftomers, and they 
take five per cent. 

From Aftracan to Mofcew you take fhipping in great barks, that make ufe both of 
oars and fails, rowing againft the tide, and weigh all you carry aboard, for which you 
muft pay fourteen caya, and three abaffis anda half for every pound. From Aftracan 
you fail to Corinya, and fo in order by Sariza, Sarataf, Samarat, Senuritkat, Coulombe, 
Calan, Sabouk-fha, Godamijan, Triguina, Mouron, and Cafin, to Mofcow, which they 
count 2950 fhagarons, or 590 Italian miles. 

At Sarataf you may go afhore, and fo go by land to Mofcow, in waggons, when the 
{now is gone, and on fledges while it Hes, and then the way lies through inferat, Tym. 
neck, Canquerma, and Valodimer, a city bigger than Conftantinople, to Mofcow, which 
journey may be finifhed in thirty-five days; but this way is never ufed but upon necef- 
fity, when the river is frozen, becaufe in the paffage from Sarataf to Inferat, which is 
ten days’ journey, there is nothing to be had for manor horfe. At Mofcow the cuftoms 
are the fame as at Aftracan, viz. five per cent. and all the Afians, viz. Turks, Perfians, 
Armenians, and others, lodge ina fort of inns; but the Europeans lie in a place by 
themfelves all together. ; 

23. There are few countries in the world that are fo little vifited by European 
travellers as thofe about the Black Sea, and indeed there are feveral reafons for it. In 
the firft place, the Turks will fuffer no trade to be carried on by fea in any other than 
their own veflels, and fo jealous they are on this head, that when the Ruffians were 
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roafters of Afoph, and fhared by that means in the navigation of the Black Sea, they 
were never cafy. Itis, in the next place, a very rare thing, even for fuch as travel for 
pleafure through the dominions cf the Grand Siguior, to ftrike out of the common road 
purely to grauly their curiofiy, nor indeed in fuch a country as this would that be al- 
ways fafe. And laftly, the common reports of moft of thefe countries place both them 
and their inhabitants in fo bad a light, that few have any curiofity to be better acquainted 
with them. Our author’s journey was by mere accident ; he tock this route to Perfia 
is the moft convenient at that time for his purpofe; and it was alfo by accident 
M. de la Motraye took many years after the fame route, and their accounts agree, 
generally fpeaking, very well; but fome points in both teem to ftand in need of 
explanation. 

Our author has given but a very fhort account of the Crim Tartars, and therefore it 
is neceflary to fay fomething more of them. Authors differ very much as to the con- 
dition of this nation, that is to fay, whether they ought to be confidered as free and 
independent, as allics or as fubjects to the Turks. — Inftead of endeavouring to difcufs 
the queftions, we fhall leave them to the devifion of the reader, after reporting a few 
matters of fact. ‘There are not many towns in this ‘Tartary, and in thofe that have any 
fortreffes, the Turks have garrifons. ‘The Tartar Princes are rarely admitted into and 
never allowed to lodge inthem. Caffa, we have elfewhere fhewn, was once a very fine 
city, and is ftill a good port, which is in the power of the Turks; fo is Baluclawa, 
which is ftill a better port, and, if we may depend upon the Turkifh writers, is not ex 
ceeded by any in the world, either for the depth of water, or fecurity from vinds, The 
town of Chirck, upon the Straits of Daman, has alfo a very fine port, bt it is an 
open place, and belongs to the ‘Tartars. ‘Ihe capital of this country properl; fpeaking, 
is Bafcia Sarai, which is the refidence of the Khan, was taken by the Roffians in the 
late war, and totally deftroyed. The Khan of the Tartars, though a fovereign prince, 
is appointed and depofed by the Grand Signior, but he is always fucceeded by a prince 
of his own family ; and this prefumptive fucceflor, whether he be the brother or the fon of 
the reigwing prince, is ftyled Sultan Galga. The fecond prince of the family is ftyled 
Hor Bey, the third, Noradin Bey, and the reft of the young princes have particular 
titles. It is to be obferved of the Tartars in general, that even the meaneft and moft 
ftupid of them is fo much mafter of his genealogy, as to know exaétly of what 
family he is defcended, and to what tribe his family belongs. The truth of the matter 
is, that they refemble exaétly Highland and Irifh clans, and like them, are commanded. 
by chiefs. ’ 

Every diftinét family or clan of the Tartars, is by them ftyled Horda, and the chief, 
Murfa, or as others write it, Mirza. Amongft the Crim Tartars there are four great 
tribes, to which all their hords belong, and the chiefs of thefe four tribes are the coun- 
fellors of the Khan, without whofe confent he can undertake nothing of importance. 
Hereditary right is the fundamental law of all the Tartars, and the dignity of Mirza, or 
chief, d-feends from father to fon. ‘The Khan of Crim Tartary can bring eighty thou- 
fand wen into the field, but his contingent, when called to affift the Grand Signior, con- 
fifts of thirty thoufand horfe. All the world knows that thefe Tartars are very far from 
being handfome, but they are, generally fpeaking, brave, hardy, active, and enterprifing, 
and their horfesrefemble them, for worfe looking or better beafts for fervice, the world 
does not produce. As for riches, they confift in horfes and in flaves ; and as for their 
manner of living, it is equally coarfe and barbarous in the opinion of all other nations, 
and honourable and happy in their own. They are very hofpitable and kind to one 
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civil and refpeétful to fuch {trangers as come among them, who are very welcome to 
what they have, and would be as welcome if they had more. One thing is remarkable, 
when any firanger comes to their tents, he is ferved by their children, and not by their 
flaves, let the quality of the mafter be what it will. A gentleman who was in the fervice 
of Charles XII. paffing through this country in his way to Bender, where that Monarch 
then was, lodged in the tent of a principal Mirza, and when it was time to goto rcit, 
his fon made up for the ftranger a bed of fkins, by the fide of which he fet a little ftool, 
with a pipe, a box of tobacco, and a bottle of excellent fherbet. In the morning he 
came and rolled up the bed, prefentea him cakes, butter, coffee, and milk, and brought 
him likewife his boots. ‘he father, who was a kind of Prince, when the gentleman 
expreficd forme aftonifhment at his putting his fon upon fuch offices, made him this 
anfwer; “ Vriend, this world is a lottery, in which there are many blanks to a prize ; 
though I have many flaves, yet, by the fortune of war, my fon may become a flave ; 
“ it is fit, therefore, he fhould learn to behave in all conditions ; the Khan does the fame 
“ thing; and belides, let me tell thee, ranger, that among the Tartars, we hold the 
“© meancf{t office done to a friend as the highef% honour, and therefore never fhare 
* it with our flaves.”” . 

As the ‘Tartars are chiefly known to the reft of the world by their excurfions, we 
cannot defcribe them better, than by {hewing in what manner they aét on fuch occafions, 
wherein, without doubt, they difcover an extraordinary genius for this manner of 
making war, which, however barbarous it may feem to us, antwers all the ends of war 
to them, by furnifling flaves and booty in abundance, which fupplies them with the 
means of happinefs in time of peace. It is very true that they run through great 
hazards and hardfhips in time of war, but then thefe hazards and hardthips are all 
that they fuftain, for when they return to their tents they are free and independent, 
have neither care nor folicitude, but are princes in their own family, and live in what 
manner they like beft, without any apprehenfions or conftraint. To us. indeed, even their 
repofe and luxury appears a moft fhocking and hideous courfe of life ; but it appears 
otherwife to fhem ; and, after all, if there be any thing certain in this world, it is this, 
that the true ftandard of happineis is opinion. But to come to the point; every Tartar 
that goes into the field, carries with him two horfes, which are taught to follow without 
being Ied, and are confequently ufeful to, without embarrafling their mafter. On thefe 
horfes they lay a fack of rye meal, and another with bifeuit and falt, which is all the 
baggage and provifions wherewith they are encumbered. It is only a few of the com- 
manders that are provided with tents; the reft pafs the night in the following manner. 
They carry with them four harp ftakes, which they drive into the ground, and upon 
thefe they fix their mantle, which ferves for a bed; their wooden faddle fupplies the 
place of a pillow, and a coarfe thick cloth, which is thrown acrofs the horfe’s back under 
the faddle, becomes a coverlid. The horfes are tied to the pickets with pretty long 
cords ; and while their mafters fleep, the beafts very handily remove thefnow with their 
forefeet, and feed upon the grafs that is under it, taking now and then a mouthful of 
Snow to moiften it. When a horfe tires, his mafter cuts his throat upon the [pot, and 
diftributes his flefh among his friends, who make him the fame compliment when 
occafion offers. The belt part of the flefh they cut in flices, of an inch thick, and thefe 
‘they place very neatly under the faddle of the horfe they ride upon. When they have 
travelled three or four leagues, they difmount, turn all the pieces of flefh, and mix them 
very carefully with the fweat, which they turn up with their fingers, then to horle again, 
and at night they fup upon this dainty difh, which they take ready drefled from under 
their faddles. : : 
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In this manner they will traverfe two or three hundred leagues of ground, without 
ever lighting a fire, which they carefully avoid to prevent being difcovered ; and they 
chule the depth of winter for their expeditions, that the bogs, lakes. and rivers being 
frozen, they may avoid'all interruptions, and profecute their march with great expedition. 
“Phus the Tartars march one hunderd in front, that is three hunderd horles ; every one 
of them has two, which ferve for relays, as has been faid before; their front may 
extend eight hundred or one thoufand paces, and they are eight hundred or one 
thoufand in file, which reaches four long leagues, or three when they keep clofe ; 
for at other times they extend above ten leagues. This is wonderfulto thofe that 
have not feen it, for eighty thoufand Tartars make up above two hundred thou- 
fand horfes. ‘Trees are not thicker in the woods than horfes are at that time in 
the field; and to fee them at a diftance, they look like a cloud rifing in the horizon, 
which increafes as it rifes, and ftrikes a terror into the boldeft ; I mean thofe who 
are not ufed to fee fuch multitudes together. Thus thefe mighty armics march, 
halting every hour about half a quarter of an hour to give their hories time to ftale 3 
and they are fo well managed, that they do it as foon as they ftop; then the Tartars 
alight tog, They remount immediately, and go on, all which is done only by the fignal of 
a whiftle; and when they are come within three or four leagues of the borders, they 
lie {till two or three days in foe place chofen for that purpofe, where they think they 
are concealed ; there they give out orders, and refrefh their army, which they difpofe 
of in this manner; they divide it into three parts, two-thirds are to compofe one body, 
the other third is fubdivided into two parts, each making a wing, one on the right, the 
other on the left. In this order they enter the country. 

The main body moves flowly, which, in their language, they call Coche, with the 
wings, but continually, without halting day cr night, allowing but an hour to refrefh 
tll they are got fixty or eighty leagues into the country, without doing any harm : 
but as Joon as they begin to march back, the body holds the fame pace; then the 
general difmiffes the two wings, which have liberty, each on its own fide, to ftray ten 
or twelve leagues from the main body; but that is to be underftood half of the way 
forward, and the other half fideways; each wing, which may confift of eight or ten 
thoufand men, is again fubdivided into ten or twelve fquadrons, of five or fix hundred 
men each, who run up and down to the villages, encompafs them, making four corps 
de garde about each village, and great fires all the night for fear any peafant fhould 
efcape them : then they fall to pillaging and burning, kill all that make any refiftance, 
and take and carry away all that fubmit, not only men, women, and fucking babes, 
but the cattle, horfes, cows, oxen, fheep, goats, &c. As for the fwine, they drive and 
fhut them up in a barn, or fuch like place, and fire the four corners; fo great is the 
loathing they have for thofe creatures. The wings being allowed to {tray but ten or 
twelve leagues (as has been faid), return with their booty to their main body, which is 
eatily done; for they leave a great track, marching above filty in front; fo that they 
have nothing to de but to follow, and in four or five hours they join their body again, 
where, as foon as they are come, two other wings, confifting of the like number as the 
former, go out on the right and left, co make much the fame havock ; then they come 
in, and two others go out, and fo continue their excurfions without ever diminifhing 
their body, which, as has been mentioned, makes two-thirds of the army, and move 
gently, to be always in breath and ready to fight their enemy, if they fhould meet 
them, though their defign is not to meet, but to avoid them as much as poflible. They 
never return the fame way they broke in, but take a compafs the better to efcape; for 
they always fight in their own defence, nay, and they muit be forced to it, without they 
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‘know themfelves to be ten to one; and yet would they confider of it before they fell 
on ; for thefe Tartars do not enter Poland to fight, but to pillage by way of furprize. 
When the Polanders meet them, they make work, forcing them to get home fatter than 
their ufual pace. At other times, after they have fufficiently plundered and robbed, 
they enter upon the defart plains in the frontiers, thirty or forty leagues in length, 
and being in that place of fafety, make a great halt, recovering breath, and putting 
themfelyes into order, if they were in any confufion, on account of meeting the 
Polanders. 

At their return from fuch an incurfion, the Khan receives his tenth of the whole 
booty, which is afterwards divided amongft the feveral hords, and every Mirza receives 
the tenth of the fhare that belongs to his hord; after which, what remains is divided 
fairly and regularly amongtt all that ferved in the excurfion. It is, undoubtedly, one 
of the moft thocking {pe¢tacles that can be beheld, to fee the unhappy people of all ages, 
ranks, and fexes, that have been thus carried away, feparated from each other, and 
torn away by their reientlefs mafters, who either keep and employ them in fervile work, 
or fell them, if they think proper, to the Lurks, Perfians, Circaflians, or any of the 
adjacent nations, or to the merchants who come up into their countries on purpofe to 
buy flaves. It is from their fortune in thefe kind of excurfions, that the Tartaf’princes 
become rich and potent ; for what they receive from their parents is very inconfiderable, 
and they make no fcruple of telling ftrangers, when they admire the number of their 
tents, horfes, cattle, and flaves. that what they have was acquired by their {word and 
bow ; and that if they had been lefs lucky in their expeditions, they had been as poor 
and as miferable as any of their fubjects. " By leading this kind of life they become very 
ative and vigorous, capable of enduring prodigious fatigue, fo as to ge without fleep 
for many nights together, and with little or no food for many days; but when they 
come to have more leifure, they will fetch this up by fleeping forty-eight hours upon the 
ftretch, and will crowd three or four meals into one. ‘Their good and bad qualities are 
peculiar to themfelves, and feem to be derived entirely from the kind of life they lead ; 
for though they will fight very bravely, yet they mult be forced to it, chufing much 
rather to fly, if it be practicable. They will drink very.freely upon certain occafions, 
but upon fuch occafions only, for at other times they are both abftemious and fober. 
The Crim Tartars are very far from being jealous, and are, generally {peaking, con- 
tent with one wife, feldom making ufe of their flaves as concubines; but then they are 
mercilefs mafters, treat their flaves in the fame manner as their cattle, and fell them 
with as little ceremony. Under misfortunes they are patient, or rather fullen, but 
what litile education they have makes fome difference amongft them, as appears by fuch 
of their Khans as are banifhed to Rhodes, which is the common place of their’ exile 
when depofsd, where they live very handfomely, and without any dejection o- fpirit. 
Indeed this misfortune happens fo frequently, that they cannot be much furprized at it, 
In the court of the Khan’s palace at Bafcia Saray, there are two tombs of princes who 
died in poffeffion of that dignity, and, it is fuppofed, were erected there as curiofities 
in that refpet. I have dwelt the longer upon this fubjeét, becaufe I take it to be both 
inftructive and entertaining. 

in order to apprehend clearly the nature of our author’s Voyages and Travels, we 
mutt confider the countries that lie upon the Black Sea, which is every where {hut in by 
the land, except at the narrow Streights of Conftantinople. On the welt fide lies the 
European coait, viz. the maritime paris of Moldavia, Bulgaria, and Romania, extend- 
ing fromfouth to north, that is, from Conftantinople to Oczakow, in a tiraight line, about 
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three hundred and twenty miles. Onthe north fide lies the Little Tartary, the penin- 
fula of Crim, and the great country of Circaffia, that circumfcribe the Palus Meotis, 
which communicates with the Black Sea by the Streights of Daman or Theman, which 
have the peninfula of Crim on one fide, and Circaffia on the other. Thus it appears 
that Circaflia makes the north-eaft boundary of the Black Sea, and ftretches itfelf quite 
to the Cafpian. The countries lying on the weft fit: of the Black Sea, and tafthe 
fouth of Circafiia, are Mingrelia, Immoretta, and Guriel, of which our auth has 
given a large and very good defcription. 

Thefe countries are all mountainous and narrow, having behind them towards the 
Cafpian, the large country of Georgia, which borders immedis:cly on the Perfian 
dominions, having Circaffia on the north, the countries of Mingreiia, Immoreita, 
‘Guriel, and Armenia, on the weft, the Cafpian Sea on the eaft, and the territories of 
of Perfia to the fouth. The feveral nations that inhabit thefe countrics are, properly 
fpeaking, Tartars, or very little better ; and though there are fome towns, and even cities, 
yet moft of the inhabitants live in tents. ‘he Vrinces of the CircafMians arc hereditary 
chiefs of clans, like other Tartars, and it is certainly a dexzree of complaifance to efteem 
‘them Chriftians. It muft be however allowed, that they arc not quite fo barbarous, or 
to {peak with greater propriety, fo far removed in their manners froin ours, as other 
Tartars, notwithftanding their unnatural and deteftable cuftom of {clling their children ; 
for it is certain that they take a good deal of pains in their education, but with no other 
view than that of bringing them to abetter market. The boys, befides riding, hunting, 
fhooting, and martial exercifes, are taught fevcral languages, and as they are very active 
in their perfons, have quick wits, and are of bold and enterprifing natures, they 
rife frequently to great preferment, both in Turkey and in Pertia; as for the girls, 
they are likewife taught the Turkifh and Perfian tongues, mufic, dancing, end to ree 
peat amorous novels and romances. If it may be accounted wonderful to fee parents 
part with their children with fo much eafe as they do, it is certainly not at all lefs ttrange 
to fee the children quit their fathers and mothers not only without pain, but with the 
utmoft alacrity, the girls more efpecially. This arifes from the ftories they are told, 
.of the vaft-fortunes that their countrywomen have made in different paris of the world, 
which fills them with afpiring thoughts, and to fay the truth, their flavery is none of 
the hardeft, for the merchants who buy them take as much care as is poffible to improve 
‘their education, and are fo far from making any attempts upon their chaftity, that they 
are the moft jealous guardians of it in the world, becaufe all the hopes they have of 
felling them to advantage are founded in the extreme fondnefs the ‘Mahometans have 
for virgins, and when they are fold, it is at fo high a price, that thofe who buy them 
mutt be both able and difpofed to maintain them in affluence. 

There is no need to add any remarks on the remaining part of this fection, becaufe 
whatever requires farther explanation will be fet in a clear light in the fubfequent fec- 
tions; only it may not be amifs to obferve, that fince the declenfion of the Perfian 
empire, the Ruflians have taken many of the Circaffian and Georgian princes under 
their protection, and it is highly probable that in time the reft wii follow their example, 
which perhaps may render the country more acceffible, and prove the means of drawing 
the inhabitants out of their prefent fate of barbarifm. If this could be done, and they 
once civilized, and brought under one fovereign, or even two or three that lived in toler- 
able harmony with cach other, there is no doubt that they might be able to defend them- 
felves againft any that fhould attack them, and by the happinels of their fituation, between 
the Euxine and the Cafpian Seas, and the many valuable commodities their country 
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produces, they might very {pceedily eftablith a much more profitable as well as reputable 
commerce, than that which they have hitherto carried on. The late Schah Nadir, 
who had great views with refpect to trade, was very defirous of forcing a paffage to the 
Black Sea, where he intended to have eftablifhed a port from which he expedtéd vatt 
things, but very probably thefe great defigns will fall with him, and as the prefent 
generation is not like to fee his equal, we mutt leave to pofterity the hopes of beholding 
thefe countries and their inhabitants in a better fituation than they are at prefent, for 
which they feem to have been defigned by nature; in a worfe, however, they: 
cannot well be, ; 
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A 
COPIOUS AND CIRCUMSTANTIAL DESCRIPTION 


OF THE 
GREAT EMPIRE OF PERSIA, 


ITS SITUATION, EXTENT, DISTRIBUTION OF ITS PROVINCES, CLIMATE, RIVERS, SEAS, 
SOIL, PRODUCE, AND THE CHIEF CITIES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY 5 


AS TO AFFORD A PERFECT IDEA OF ITS CONDITION IN PAST AND PRESENT TIMES, 


Colleéted from the Writings of the moft famous Travellers, particularly from thole of Herbert, Chardin, 
Tavernier, Thevenot, Le Brun, and others, their feveral Remarks and Obfervations being all digefted in 
into a regular and eafy Method. 


ll 


1. The Situation and Extent of the Perfian Empire, with a fucciné? Account of the Reafons 
why a clear and perfect Notion of the Territories which compofe this Empire is of fuch 
Importance towards a right Idea of general Hiftory and Geography.——2. A diftin@ and 
accurate Defcription of the feveral Provinces under the Dominion of the Perfian Em- 
peror, their ancient and modern Names, Situation, Extent, chief Cities, and’Ports. 
—3- The Air and Climate of Perfia in its different Parts ; with an Account of the 
hot and rifling Winds fo dangerous to Travellers on the Sca-coaft. — 4. The Rivers in 
this Country, and the various Methods made ufe of to diffufe the Water by Canals and 
Aqueducts ; and an Account of the Seas upon which it borders. — 5. Of the Appearance 
of the Country in general, and of the Diverfity of Soils in Perfia.—6. Of the particular 
Hufbandry ufed in this Country, the Produce of Arable Lands and Gardens. —7. Of 
the Variety of Fruits, Trees, Flowers, and Shrubs, that grow therein. —8. Of medicinal 
Drugs that are brought from Perfia, particularly Opium, Affafetida, and Bezsar.— 
9. A large and curious Account of the Animals, tame and wild, in the feveral Provinces 
of Perfia.— 10, Of the Fowls, Birds, and Fifh in this Country, and the Reafon why 
the latter is fo fearce at Ifpaban.— 11. Of the Minerals in Perfia, and of precious Stones, 
particularly the Turquois, held to be peculiar to this Country. 12. Of the Manner of 
building in Perfia, bow well adapted to their Climate, and of the Methods ufed to keep 
their houfes cool and pleafant, even in the hotte/t Seafons. — 13. A particular Defcription 
of the capital City of Ifpaban or Spahawn, with its peculiar Beauties and Blemifbes. — 
14. A diftin Defcripti-n of the Royal Palace and of the Imperial Mofque. — 18. Of the 
Bagnios, Gardens, and Bridges in the City of Yfpahan, and in its Neighbourhood. -~ 
16. A large Defeription of the Borough or Suburb of Julpha, with an Account of the 
Armenians who inhabit it. — 17. The noble City of Chiras deferibed, with an Account of 
the adjacent Country, and its Produce.—18. An Account of the noble Antiquities 
at Tchelminar, the Remains of the ancient Perfepolis, juftly efteemed the mo/? glorious 
Antiquity in the World. — 19. Of other Places of Note in Perfia, more efpecially upon 
its Sea-coaft, and of the Defign of Schah Nadir to have removed the Capital of the 
Perfian Empire, with the Reafons upon which that Proje was founded. ~ 20. A 
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Comparifon between the paft and prefent State of Perfia, in regard as well to the 
Fertility and Riches of the Country, as of the great Citics and Ports, 21. Remarks, 
hiftorical, political, and critical, upon the forggoing Section, 


1 HERE is fcarce any country in the world which makes a greater figure in hifto- 

ries, facred or profane, ancient or modern, than this of which we are fpeaking, 
In the Scriptures the deliverance of the Jews by Cyrus; the proteétion they received 
from his fucceffors; the memorable prefervation of the whole people from the dark 
and deep laid plot of Haman, all refer to this potent empire and its monarchs, In refer- 
ence to the Greek hiftory, the carlier parts of it turn entirely on the difputes between 
the free ftates of Greece and the great King, as the latter contain nothing more than 
the hiftory of the fubverfion of the Perfian empire by Alexander the Great, and the 
divifion of its feveral provinces after his deceafe among his captains. In regard to the 
Roman -hiftories again, we find the Parthians continually difputing the progrefs of their 
arms in the eaft, and the moft confiderable part of the Conftantinopolitan hiftory, before 
the irruptipn of the Saracens proved fatal to both empires, camprehends the difputes 
between the fucceflors of Conftantine the Great and the Emperors of Perfia, From 
the time the Saracens became matters of this country, the fucceffion of their Caliphs 
forms a principal branch of the Oriental hiftory down to the extin@tion of their dominion, 
Since that time the feveral conquerors of this empire have fuflicientl diftinguifhed them. 
felves to deferve notice, and even the frequency of revolutions in this country make the 
hiftory of it more curicus and more entertaining. We know very little of the etymo- 
logy of the word Perfia, fome fay it was fo called from the hero Perfeus, fon of Jupiter 
and Danae, but that feems to be a very ridiculous fable ; others derive it from Perfes, 
a nobleman of that country, in times of great antiquity, but with refpe@ to this alfo 
there wants both probability and proof; neither is the third account of the matter, 
which derives its name from Paras, that fignifies a horfe, very fatisfatory ; and as for 
the modern Perfian word Fars, it is vifibly derived from Perfia, and therefore cannot 
help us to explain it. As to the oriental writers, they know it not at all by this 
name, but ftyle it conftantly Iran. In order to apprehend the meaning of this 
name, which is abfolutely neceflary to the underftanding their hiftories, we are to 
know, that an ancient King of this country, or rather of the Upper Afia, whofe name 
was Ferri doun, had two fons, Tour and Irag, who fucceeded him in his dominions, the 
former had all the country on the other fide the river Oxus, which by the way, the 
Orientals ftyle Gihon, and the other the country on this fide. Hence arifes the diftinc. 
tion of all the countries in the Upper Afia (China and the Indies excepted) into ‘Touran 
and Iran ; the former comprehending Great Tartary, and all the countries bordering 
or depending upon it, and the latter Perfia in like manner, with all its dependencies, 
As for the modern writers in the Perfian tongue, as they ftyle their fovereign Shah, fo 
they give his dominions the title of Shahiftan, or the territories of the Shah. 

We will proceed next to the fituation of this country, and this is beft fhewn by mark. 
ing the dominions of thefe Princes that confine it; for as to the diftin@ and precife 
limitations of this empire, it is impoffible to lay them down with accuracy or certainty, 
becaufe they depend upon the power of its monarchs, which flu€tuates every day. On 
she eaft it has the dominions of the Great Mogul, the ocean and the Gulph of Perfia 
towards the fouth, the territories of the Grand Signior on the weft, and the country of 
Circafha, the Cafpian Sea and the river Oxus, which divides it from the Ufbeck Tartary, 
on the north. It may not be amifs to obferve, that the northern and fouthern bounda. 
mies feldom or never varv cc hatlnn £0.32. 2. °° ~~ yi ea 
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fians fometimes encroach upon, but in later times have been oftener encroached upon 
by their neighbours, as will appear more clearly when we come to fpeak particularly 
of its provinces. . 

As to its extent, it reaches from fouth to north about twenty degrees, that is, from 
twenty-five to forty-five degrees of north latitude. It contains pretty near the fame 
number of degrees of longitude, the neareft of its provinces lying in the longitude of 
forty-five, and the moft diftant about fixty-fix degrees eaft from the meridian of Lone 
don. According to the ordinary computation, allowing for the divifion made by the 
Cafpian Sea, it 1s a fquare of between eleven and twelve hundred miles, which fhews 
plainly, that it is one of the moft confiderable countries of Afia; and if it was as 
thoroughly inhabited as the excellency of its fituation, climate, and foil deferve, its 
monarchs would be, doubtlefs, as powerful as any fovercign Princes in the world; 
though at prefent, from a multitude of concurring accidents, it feems to be thinner in 
people, and weaker in point of government, than any of the other four Afiatic empires. 
As Perfia, properly fo called, is but a very {mall country in comparifon of what now 
goes under that name, fo the different times and occafions by which the other diftriés 
that now depend upon it were annexed thereto, render it extremely difficult to fix the 
number, the names, and the fituation of its provinces, about which hardly any two geogra- 
phers or travellers have been hitherto able to agree; therefore the reader will not think it 
{lrange, if the account we give of them differs from thofe he has met with before. 

a. In order to deliver as plain an account of this matter as is poffible, we fhall ob- 
ferve, that he moft accurate of the Perfian writers themfelves divide their country into 
thirteen pr ‘inces, and therefore it appears moft reafonable to follow that divifion ; 
and it may hikewile be convenient to purfue their method of defcribing them ; as this 
is a thing altozether arbitrary, and there feems to be the fame caufe to take it one 
way as anoth- provided that when the method is once chofen it is clofely purfued, 
that the rez may be able to trace it exactly, without confufion, and even to form 
in his head, as it were, a fcheme of the whole country that is laid before hin. We 
fhall begin then with the north-eaft, and fo pafling along fouthward, defcribe all the 
countries of Perfia that lie towards the frontiers either of Tartary or India. We thall 
then deferibe the provinces on the ocean and the Perfian Gulph, together with fuch as 
Vie within land; thofe on the frontiers of the Turkifh empire will follow thefe, and we thall 
end with the provinces that lie north-weft and north on the coaft of the Cafpian Sea. 

I. Aftarabat, or Eftarabat, is fituated on the coaft of the Cafpian Sea, to the fouth 
of the opening of the river Amu or Oxus; it hath Chorafan on the eaft, and. on 
the fouth the province of Mafanderan, on the weft the Cafpian Sea, and part of Tartary 
on the north. It is but fmall, having thirty-five Icagues in length from welt to ealt, 
and fifteen in ‘breadth from north to fouth ; for which reafon many of our geogra- 
phers include it within the great province of Chorafan. In regard to fertility, as well 
as to its climate, there is not a finer country in Perfia. A ridge of hills that run 
through it furnifh abundance of fmall rivulets, and fome fine rivers that, running 
through it into the Cafpian Sea; clothe the country, for a great part of the year, with 
continual verdure. The capital of this province has the fame name with the province 
itfelf, and is one of the beft built cities in Perfia; and as it is a frontier towards Tar- 
tary, it is tolerably fortified, and has commonly a good garrifon.. It ftands upon a 
gulph of the fame name, and has a very good port for {mall veffels that do not draw 
any great depth of water. There are in it both filk and woollen manufactures, and 
the inhabitants drive a great trade in a fort of _camblets, that are much efteemed both 
for beauty and ftrength, The country about is well cultivated, and as for. the weftern 
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part of the province, it is a perfe& orchard, abounding with fruits of all kinds, as well 
as with fine trees for fhade and for timber ; but the fame thing cannot be faid of the 
eaftern part of the province, which being expofed to the inroads of the Ufbeck Tar- 
tars, is fo depopulated, that, in {pite of the kindnefs of Nature, it looks like a perfec 
defart. 

IL. Chorafan is efteemed the faireft, richeft, and moft fertile province of the whole em- 
pire, and is the country known to the ancients by the name of Baétria 3 it is divided by 
the mountains of Balck from Great Bucharia, has the principality of Candahar on the 
eaft, the province of Segiftan on the fouth, the provinces of Yerack and Mafanderan to 
the weft, and the province of Efterabat and the river Amu on the north. It is thought 
to be about one hundred German leagues in compafs. The climate is very temperate, 
the foil extremely fruitful, abounding with rich fruits, -fine pafturages, producing 
excellent corn, wine, and filk, and affording befides rich mines of gold, filver, and 
precious ftones. It was formerly the befl peopled, the beft planted, and the beft built pro- 
vince in Perfia, but of late the incurfions of the Ufbeck Tartars have laid one half of 
it wafte ; and though for a few years they were kept in awe by the Shah Nadir, who 
drove them out of this country, for which he had a peculiar affection, yet it is not to 
be fuppofed, while the affairs of the Perfian empire are in confufion, that they can be 
long reftrained. The chief city of this province is Mefchid, or Thous, of which we 
fhall have occafion to fpeak more hereafter ; and befides this, there are many other 
confiderable places, fuch as Nichabour, Herat, ('charkez, Amonoye, &c. _;; : 

II, Sabluftan, bounded on the north by the provinces of Chorafan and Candahar, 
which latter is fometimes reckoned a part of this province, on the eaft by the dominions 
of the Great Mogul, and on the fouth and weft by the province of Segiftan. The cli- 
mate is tolerable, but the foil is extremely mountainous and barren ; the inhabitants 
are, generally {peaking, boorifh and rude, at leaft in comparifon of the reft of the Per- 
fians, yet the capital of the province, which is the city of Boft, is large, well built, well- 
inhabited, and the country about it is exceedingly well cultivated ; all which arifes from 
its lying in the dirc&t road to the Indies. It ts a place of great trade, Abounds with 
manufactures and ftrangers from all countries, and with the diftri@ about it, looks fa 
very unlike all the reft of the province, that it feems to have dropt into it from the 
clouds. Some other towns there are, but of no great importance, only it is fit to 
remark, that the people of this country make the hardieft foldiers, and ‘are the beft 
infantry in the Perfian empire. z 

IV. Segiftan, which feems to have been the Drangiana of the ancients, is bounded 
by Sabluftan on the north, the territories of the Great Mogul on the ealt, by the pro-~ 
vinces of Makeran on the fouth, and by part of the province of Kerman.on the welt. 
This country is tolerably fruitful, and is particularly remarkable for its palm-trees and its 
excellent dates, but it is greatly expofed to winds, which fometimes drive the fands in 
fuch a manner, as to cover the houfes, and even whole villages, It was formerly famous 
for its gold mines, which, if we may truft the Perfian authors, were the richeft in the 
world, the veins fometimes pufhing to the very furface; in which they are counte- 
nanced by fome very ancient Greek authors. This province has produced both heroes 
and learned men, who have from thence borrowed the furname of Segiftani, which by 
the way is a practice very common in Perfia. The capital is the city of Zereng, more 
commonly ftyled Segiftan, but a place of no great note. ‘There are befides two other 
places of fome figure in this country, Cobin and Maftich. 

V. Macran, or Macheran, fuppofed to be the ancient Gedrofia, is bounded by 
Segiftan on the north, by the dominions of the Great Mogul on the eaft, by the ocean 
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on the fouth, and by the province of Kerman towards the welt ; it is looked upon as 
one of the worlt provinces in Perfia, the air being very indifferent, and the foil barren ; 
it is but indifferently peopled, and the inhabitants are efteemed barbarous and faith. 
lefs. ‘The chief towns in it are Makeran, Paflir, and Geit ; the north part of it is 
entirely a _defart of ten days’ journey; it has, indeed, a port at Guadel, but of no 
great confequence, for it is capable of receiving only {mall veffels, and is befides not 
very fecure. 

VI. Kerman, which is without doubt the Caramania of the ancients, a very large and 
noble province, which may be well efteemed one of the moft beautiful in Perfia. It is 
bounded by Segiftan and Makeran towards the eaft, the ocean towards the fouth, the 
province of Fars towards the weft, and by a defart which feparates it from the proviace 
of Yerac Agemi, towards the north. Some part of it is mountainous and barren enough, 
but the vallies are wonderfully fertile, producing fruits, roots and flowers in vaft abun- 
dance ; it is in this province that fuch vaft quantities of rofes grow, as enable the inhabit 
ants to carry on a confiderable trade in rofe-water, which is highly efteemed not only 
throughout all the eaft, but in Europe; they have alfo very rich mines in this 
country, particularly thofe of Turquoifes, of which we hall {peak hereafter ; ad. 
mirable fteel, out of which they fabricate all kind of arms, and they have befides great 
manufactures of tapeftry. But after all, the principal glory of this country is its fheep, 
the wool of which is efteemed the fineft in the world 3 and they have a very fingular 
way of coming at it, for at a certain feafon of the year they pull it from the backs of 
the animals with their fingers, fo that the fheep are entirely naked ; this wool is all 
wrought in its natural colours, and without dye ; it is of three forts, the firt brown, 
the fecond of a fpeckled grey, and the third of a milk-white ; this lait is the moft 
efteemed ; for there is none of it that ever goes out of the country, for it is entirely 
employed in making garments for their moulhas, or men of the law, and priefts, who 
wear nothing elfe. “‘I'here are in this province more of the Gubers, Gaurs, or fire 
worfhippers, who are the remains of the ancient Perfians, than in all the empire befides 
and thefe frugal and induftrious people manufacture from the other two forts of wool, 
feveral kinds of light ftuffs, which in point of beauty and luftre are not at all inferior 
to filk. The city of Kerman is the capital of the province, it is large and well peopled, 
provifions are cheap there, and in the neighbourhood they have a manufaGture of 
earthen-ware, which comes very near porcelain. ‘The fort of Gambroon, and the ifland 
of Ormus, are by fome authors reckoned dependent upon this province, which has 
produced feveral great heroes, learned phyficians, excellent poets, and in a word, 
famous men of every kind ; amongft the reft, the celebrated Achmet Kermani, who 
was poet laureat to Tamerlane, and compofed in Perfian verfe the.aéts of Alexander 
the Great, of Gingifchan, and of his patron. 

VII. Fars or Farfittan, as the Perfians call it, is the ancient Perfia Proper, the Orien. 
tals fay that it derives its name from Fars, the fon of Azaz, that is Arphazad the fon of 
Shem, the fon of Noah; but what authority they have for this is more than I can de- 
termine : it is bounded on the eaft by Kernan, by the Gulph of Perfia on the fouth, 
by the province of Chufiftan towards the welt, and bya great defart called Naue 
bendighian upon the north, which feparates it from Yerac Agemi. ‘This fandy defart 
is of a vait extent, and reaches to the frontiers of the province of Chorafan ; it is the 
fame we have mentioned before, in fpeaking of the province of Kerman. This is a rich 
and noble country, abounding with all the neceffaries of life, but more efpecially famous 
for producing in the neighbourhocd of Shiraz, the richeft and fineft wine in Perfia 3 
but the imperial grape of ‘Tauris is efleemed moft pleafant and Iufcious for eating. 
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They have alfo an admirable glafs manvfadure in this province, where they blow 
bottles of an enormous fize, fome that are faid to hold three gallons of our meafure ; 
but they keep their wine in earthen veffels, as we fhall have occafion to fhew hereafter. 
The chief cities in this country are Shiraz, which will be defcribed elfewhere. Lar, 
formerly the capital of a little independent principality; Bander Congo, a port upon 
the Perfian Gulph, to which we may add, though, as I have faid, fome comprehend it 
under the province of Kerman, the famous port of Gambroon, or Bander Abaffi. On the 
oppofite thore of Arabia there is a fmall territory, called from the principal place 
therein, Elcatiff, which formerly belonged to the Perfians, and was fometimes annexed to 
the government of Farfiftan,, which is one reafon why I mention it here ; another is, 
that in feveral maps, and in many oriental authors, the Perfian Gulph is from hence 
called the Sea of Elcatiff. 

VII. Chufiftan, the Sufiana of the ancients, is bounded on the eaft by the provinces 
of Farfiftan and Yerac, by the Gulph of Perfia on the fouth, by the territory of Baffora 
on the weft, and by the province of Curdeftan on the north ; the capital of this country 
is Schoufter, believed with reafon to be the city of Shufhan mentioned in the book of 
Efther, famous for a noble palace built here by the Perfian Monarch Artaxerxes, who 
is the Ahafuerus of the Scripture, and for the tomb of the prophet Daniel, of neither of 
which there are now any remains, though a Perfian author of great credit affures us, 
that the latter was ftanding in his time, and that he had feen it. 

IX. Curdeftan, or Curdiftan, part of the ancient Affyria, bounded on the weft by the 
dominions of the Grand Signior, by the province of Chufiftan on the fouth, by Erac 
Agemi on the eaft, and by Arderbeitzan or Media on the north ; it is with very little 
reafon thai this country finds a place among the provinces of Perfia, for the Curds are 
a nation that fometimes own the protection of the Porte, and fometimes profefs a de- 
pendence upon the Shah, but are in reality fubjets to neither; they are, to fay the 
truth, a very extraordinary race of highlanders, governed by their own hereditary 
chiefs, and the reafon that | ftyle them extraordinary is, becaufe their force confifts in 
horfe, of which fome chiets can bring hundreds, others thoufands, and it has been 
known, that a chief has brought twenty thoufand into the field, where they behave as 
well as any troops in the world. As to their religion they call themfelyes Mahome- 
tans, but except circumeifion and abftinence from wine, in both which they are very 
ftri@, they obferve no other precepts of the Alcoran, and have neither moulahs‘nor 
mo‘qucs, except in two or three of their great towns, ‘lhe mountains, of which this 
country is full, are rude and barren, but the vallies are fertile and pleafant, producing 
great quantities of tobacco and vines; of the former they make a great profit, but they 
make uo wine of the latter, which they convert into raifins. ‘The chief city in this 
country is Br chs. and befaes this, there are fome other places of note, indifferently 
built, but well tshabited. Thamas Kouli Kan attacked thefe people often, but with very 
ittle fuce: fS, end they have more than once defeated both the Perfians and the Turks 
ed battles, yet they a€t generally on the defenfive, and feldom fight out of their 
own country. 

X. Evac Agemi, or as fome write, Azemi ; the reafon of this addition is to diftinguith 
it from a province of the Turk:fh empire which is called Erac Arabi, and is precifely 
the ancrent prevince of Babylon ; whereas Erac Agemi is the ancient Parthia, This 
noble prevince is bouuded on the north by Aderbeitzan and Ghilan, by the province of 
Choralan on the eaft, by Chufiftan and Farfiftan on the fouth, and by Curdeftan on 
the weft. The chic/ city is the capital of the Perfian empire, viz. Ifpahan, or Spahawn, 
fituate in the latitude of thirty-two degrees, forty minutes north, and in the fiftieth 
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degree of longitude eaft from the meridian of London 3 there are alfo in this province 
feveral other confiderable places, fuch as Cafbin, fuppofed to be the ancient Arfafia ; 
Com, defcribed in the laft fe€tion; Sava mentioned there likewife ; Hamadan, a very 
fine city on the frontiers of Curdeftan, the country about it extremely fruitful in rice, the 
mountains in the neighbourhood fupplying feveral fine rivulets, which render its terri- 
tory wonderfully fruitful. The Turks became matters of it by ftorm in 1623, and 
almoft totally deftroyed both it and its inhabitants. Cafham, which lies about feventy 
miles north of Ifpahan; Yezd, which is fituated one hundred and five miles to the 
eaftward of that capital. 

XI. Gilan, under which the modern Perfian geograpkers comprehend not only the 
country properly fo called, which comprehend precifely the Hyrcania of the ancients, 
but alfo the provinces of Mazanderan and Tabreftah 3 fo that, confidered in this light, 
it is a very extenfive country, bounded by the Cafpian Sea on the north, by the pro- 
vince of Chorafan on the eaft, by that of Erac Agemi on the fouth, and by the great 
country of Aderbeitzan on the weft. The whole of this province is wonderfully fair and 
fruitful. It is diftinguifhed from almoft all the provinces of this great empire by fome 
very particular advantages. In the firft place, its fituation is very peculiar; for on the one 
fide it is covered by the fea, and towards the land it is furrounded with mountains and 
rocks that rife like fo many natural fortifications, with this fingular circumftance, that 
while they are rude, inacceflible, and terrible on that fide, which is turned towards the 
re{t of the provinces of the empire, they are on the infide refpecting this province, of 
gentle afcent, covered with perpetual verdure, and covered with groves of citrons, 
oranges, olives, and figs. ‘The very fummits of the mountains thaded by cyprefs-trees 
and other excellent timber, which may be eafily tranfported to the fea-fide ; for through 
this rampart of rocks, nature has formed feveral paflages fo wide, and with fuch a flope 
as render them perfectly eafy, and yet fo well fenced on each fide, that a {mall barricade 
will render them impregnable. Another fingular benefit which this country enjoys, is 
its unbounded and amazing fruitfulnefs, which with very little cultivation pours out 
fuch prodigious abundance of all things neceffary and defirable as is fearce to be bes 
lieved ; for it is equally famous for its filk, its oil, its wines, its rice, its tobacco, and a 
vaft variety of fruits. In other parts of Perfia their houfes are but mean, and the 
moveables of the common people very coarfe ; but here, on the contrary, every peafant 
has a good houfe, and moft of his furniture is made of box, of which they have the 
largeft and fineft trees in the world, and a large garden full of citrons, oranges, figs, 
and vines, fo large, that the branches of them are frequently as big as a man’s body. 
A third commodity, in fome meafure peculiar to this province, is a vaft abundance of 
fifh in their rivers, and in that part of the Cafpian Sea which wathes their coafts ; from 
whence, as the people draw an immenfe profit, fo the Shah derives from thence a great 
revenue. The capital of this province is Refech, which ftands in the latitude of thirty. 
feven degrees of north, a large and populous city; befides which there are Kefker, 
Aftara, and other confiderable places within its bounds. ‘Two things more deferva 
our notice; one is, that the people of this province are of the Turkith, and not of the 
Perfian religion, that is, they are followers of Omar, and not of Ali: the other, that 
by the treaty between the Emperor Peter the Great and the Shah in 1723, this pro- 
vince was yielded to the Ruflians. Mazanderan and Tabreftan are alfo very confider- 
able countries, but fo like to Gilan in their produce, that it is not neceflary to defcribe 
them particularly, 

AH. Aderbeitzan, which comprehends the greateft and belt part of the ancient 
‘Asedia, is a very noble and beautiful country, bounded by the province of Shirvan on 
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the north, by Gilan and the Cafpian Sea on the eaft, by Erac Agemi and Curdeftan on 
the fouth, and by the river Aras or Araxis on the welt, which divides it from Georgia. 
The famous city of Tauris or Tabris, which is deferibed in the foregoing feétion, is the 
capital of this country, and was one of the fineft citics of Perfia, till deflréyed by the 
Turks in their laft war with the Perfians, when they are faid to have put one hundred 
thoufand perfons of all ranks, ages and fexes to the word. Ardevil is another great 
and fine city in this country, ftanding about thirty miles from mount Tauris; and Sul- 
tania, which was deftroyed by Tamerlane, was fearce inferior to any city in Perfia, as 
the ruins that ftill remain fufficiently teftify at this day. Itis ftill a good town, contain- 
ing about fix thoufand inhabjtants; but is particularly remarkable for a moft noble 
mofque, in which is the tomb of the founder of this city, the famous Sultan Mahomet 
Chodabende. This mofque has three great gates, all of polithed fteel, and the tomb is 
feen through a grate of the fame metal, finely wrought in foliages and branches of trees ; 
and though fome of thefe are of the thicknels of a man’s arm, yet they are fo exquifitely 
finifhed, that there is not fo much as a joint to be perceived in the whole; from whence 
the inhabitants perfuade themfelves, and would willingly perfuade ftrangers, that it is 
made of one entire piece, and affirm that it was feven years in making. 

XIE. Shirvan, or, according to the Perfian orthography, Schirwan, contains the 
northern part of Media, and is by many authors made only a part of the foregoing pro- 
vince; but we comprehend within it, for the fake of keeping within bounds, the little 
province of Dageftan, and fo much of Georgia and Armenia as belongs to the Per- 
fians ; and taking it in this light, it is thus bounded ; by Circaffia and the Roffian terri- 
tories on the north, by the Cafpian Sea on the ealt, by Aderbeitzan on the fouth, and 
by the Turkith Armenia and Georgia on the weft. ‘Schamakie is the capital of this 
province, and ftands in the latitude of forty degrees fifty minutes north, between two 
mountains well fortified, and is a place of great trade. Derbent, or Debircan, which 
fignifies an iron gate, is a famous pafs between the mountains and the Cafpian Sea. 
Baku is the only tolerable port on the weft fide of the Cafpian ; it is large and fafe, 
but not deep; the town is {mall, but well peopled, and commanded by a citadel; it 
was given up to the Ruffians by the peace of 1723. The province of Dageftan is at 
prefent for the moft part in the hands of the Tartars, and to curb this fierce nation, 
who are able to bring twenty thoufand men into the field, the Ruffians built the fortrefs 
of St. Andrew, not far from Tarku, which is the capital of this country, as Teflis is of 
that part of Gcorgia which belongs to Perfia. That part of Armenia which belongs to 
this country is ftyled Aran, and the capital of it is Erivan, which has been before des 
fcribed. Within the bounds of this province ftands alfo the city of Nackfivan, which 
she inhabitants are fully convinced is the éldeft in the world, having been built by Noah 
and his children upon their coming out of the ark, of which, if you will credit them, 
there are ftill fome remains on the mountains that are not far from hence. Thus we 
have completed a regular and geographical defcription of all the parts of this great 
empire, which will enable the reader to comprehend perfeétly all that follows in the 
enfuing fection. And we dare alfo affure him, that he will find it of very great ufe 
towards underftanding all the hiftories of and travels through this country, already 
publithed, as well as the accounts we may hereafter receive from thence, which might 
otherife appear very unintelligible. 

3. Perfia, extending from the twenty-fifth degree of latitude to the forty-fifth, the 
longeft day in “the fouth is thirteen hours and a half, and in the north above fifteen 


hours. In fo great an extent of ccuntry it is natural io fuppofe that the air and feafons 
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winter begins in Nevember and continues till March, with fevere frofts and fnow, 
which falls in great quantities on their mountains, but not fo much in the champaign 
country ; from the month of March till May the wind is ufually high, and from thence 
to September they have a calm ferene heaven, without fo much as a cloud 3 and 
though it be pretty hot in the daytime, the refrefhing breezes which blow conftantly 
morning and evening, as well as in the night, make the fummer very tolerable, efpe- 
cially fince the nights are near ten hours long. The air is fo pure, and the ftars fhine 
with that luftre, that one man may know another very well by their light, and people 
travel much more in the night than the day. In this part of Perfia there are very 
feldom any hurricanes or tempefts and very little thunder and lightning, nor is it fub- 
jeét to earthquakes, and the air is fo extremely dry in the fummer feafon, that you will 
not find the leat dew or moifture on any thing that is laid abroad all night, or even 
in the grafs, and it very feldom rains in the winter. No country is more healthful than 
the interior part of Perfia, as appears by the hale complexion of the natives ; they are 
ftrong and robuft, and, generally fpeaking, enjoy conftant health. As for foreigners 
who come thither, it is a common obfervation, that thofe who are healthy at their 
arrival continue fo, and that thofe who are fick feldom recover. ; 

The air in the fouthern’ part of Perfia, particularly about Gombroon, is very un. 
healthy in the {pring and fall: our European factors never pafs a year without a 
dangerous fit of illnefs, which frequently carries them off. It is an ordinary thing for 
two of them to agree, that if one of them die the furvivor fhall poffels the other’s 
fortune. Nor is this any great prejudice to their relations, for if a man leaves private 
truftees, or makes the Company his executors, the heir of the deceafed will meet with 
great difficulties in recovering the teftator’s effets. The months of June, July, and 
Auguft, are healthy enough, but fo very hot, that both natives and foreigners get up 
into the mountains at that time. The -hot winds which blow from the eaftward, over 
a long traét of fandy defarts, are ready to fuffocate them, and fometimes there happens 
a peftilential blaft, which ftrikes the traveller dead in an inftant. It rains but ver 
feldom here any part of the year, and the water they fave then is very unwholefome, 

The provinces of Georgia, Shirvan, and Adirbeitzan, are very dry and warm in the 
fummer, but fubjeé& to ftorms and tempefts in the winter, and as fevere frofts for fix 
months as any countries on the continent in the fame latitude ; but as this part of Per- 
fia is very mountainous, there is frequently a vaft difference between the air on the 
north and the fouth fide of the mountains, and in a few miles travelling people think 
themfelves in a different climate ;_ but however cold the mountains in the north may be, 
they are extremely healthful. On the contrary, the flat country of Gilan and Mezen- 
deran, which lies upon the Cafpian Sea, and was the ancient Wyrcania, is very damp, 
full of ftinking moraffes, and unhealthful, infomuch that the inhabitants in the fummer 
retire into the mountains, all the water they have being foul and corrupted in the hot 
feafon; and here, and in Chorafan, it is faid earthquakes are very common. 

4. It is obfervable, that there is no country in the world of fo large an extent as 
Perfia, where there are fo few navigable rivers; there is not fo much as one river in 
the heart of the country that will carry a boat of any burthen; and you may travel 
feveral days’ journey, without meeting with any water whatever, in fome parts. The 
river Oxus, indeed, which divides Perfia from Ufbeck-Tartary, is a large ftream, but 
as there are no branches of it that arife in the Perfian dominions, it is of little ufe to 
them. The rivers Kur and Aras, anciently called Cyrus and Araxes, which rife in the 
mountains of Ararat, and run through Georgia, Shirvan and Adirbeitzan, and havin 
joined their ftreams, fall into the Cafpian Sea, are much the mott confiderable rivers 72 


A DESCRIPTION OF PERSIA, 177 


in the Perfian dominions, However, there are feveral {mall rivulets which fall from 
the mountains, and are conveyed by fubterraneous channels or otherwife to their prin- 
cipal cities. 

Water being fo fearce in Perfia, there is no place, where they hufband it 
better, or have more ingenious contrivances, to convey it to thet cities, and into 
their corn-fields and gardens. This is the care of the government, and there is a 
great officer in every provirice, who ‘thas the charge of the conveyance and diftribution 
of the waters. They turn all their little rivulets and iprings to thofe-parrs of the country 
where they are moft wanted ; they dig wells alfo of a prodigious depth and breadth, 
out of which they draw the water with oxen, in, great leathery, buckets, which being 
emptied into ciflerns, is let out as there is occafion for thetfervice of the country. ‘They 
have alfo vaft_ fubterraneous aqueduéts, through which they convey water twenty or 
thirty leagues to the places afligned. Thefe are two fathoms high, and arched with 
brick, and at every twenty paces diftance, there are large holes like wells, which were 
made for the conveniency of carrying on the arch without working under ground too 
far, and the more eafy repairing them. The diftribution of the river and {pring water, 
is made one day to one quarter of the town, and another day to another, as occafion 
requires, when every one opens the canal or refervatory in his gardens to receive it, 
for which every garden paysa certain fam yeaily to the government, particularly about 
Ifpahan ; and as it is very eafy for one to divert his neighbour’s water into his own 
channel, this is a fraud that is feverely punithed. They give a greater rate for river 
water, than they do for fpring-water, which is not found fo proper for the improve. 
ment of their grounds. : 

Befides the ocean, there are two {eas belonging to Perfia, one on the north, and 
he other on the fouth-weft, viz. the Cafpian Sea, and the Gulph of Boffora or Perfia, 
which have been already mentioned. The Cafpian Sea is about a hundred leagues in 
length, from north to fouth, and ninety leagues in breadth, and has near a hundred 
rivers running into it, of which the chief is the Wolga, at the mouth whereof flands 
Aftracan ; but this fea has no communication with any other, and though fo many rivers 
fall into it, there is no vifible way by which it difcharges itfelf of its waters, but they 
remain, always of the fame height, and do not either ebb or flow. The Ruffians have 
in a great meafure the fole navigation of this fea, which is very profitable to them, and 
might be made much more fo by the new trade that has been fet on foot, from Europe 
to Perfia, through Ruffia. 

The Shah Nadir was very defirous of becoming a maritime power on this fide alfo, and 
employed a gentleman of ‘a certain country, to build him thips of force for this pur. 
pofe, but confidering the revolutions that will probably attend his death, thefe defigns 
are like to fall to the ground. ‘The Perfians were formerly entirely matters of the 
gulph that feparates their country from Arabia, for which they were ina great mea- 
fure indebted to us, who affifted them in difpoffefling the Portuguefe of the ifland of 
Ormus, upon which they had opened a very advantageous port, allowing us half the 
cultoms arifing from the goods imported and exported here. But Shah Abbas the 
Great, thought that confideration too large, and therefore when he transferred the 
commerce to his new port of Gambroon, or Bander Abafh, i. e. the port of Abbas, 
he allowed the Faft India Company no more than one thoufand tomans, which makes 
three thoufand three hundred thirty-three pounds fix fhillings and eight-pence of onr 
money. It was in this gulph, on the coaft of the ifland of Baherem, that they had the 
fineft pearl fifherv in the world. which mendncd oo es Mat tne} i 
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but in the late unfettled ftate of their empire, the Arabians have feized or rather re- 
covered this fifhery, and are in poffeffion of it, at leaft for the prefent. 

. As we have now given a clear account of the rivers and feas of this counry, we 
will next {peak of the foil and its produce ; and in the firft place we mult obferve, that 
there is not a country in the world, which has more mountains and fewer rivers than 
Perfia, and fome of their mountains are looked upon. to be the higheft on the face of 
the earth. Mount Taurus, which receives differEnt names as it branches itfelf out into: 
different provinces, runs quite through the country, from weft to eaft. The loftielt 
of thefe mountains are thofe called Arrarat in Armenia, the mountains which feparate 
Media from Hyrcania,gand thofe Between Hyrcania and Parthia or Erak. Thole alfo 
which divide Fars or berfis from Carmania are exceedingly high, the moft famous of 
which is called mount Jarron, but they are generally dry barren rocks, without trees 
or herbage upon them, except thofe of Gylan or Hyrcania, and the mountains of 
Curdeftan, which are covered with woods and very fruitful, where they are manured. 
There are vaft fandy defarts, feveral days’ journey over in this kingdom, where there is 
{carce a drop of water to be found, and the land in general upon the frontiers lies un- 
cultivated, to difcourage their enemies from invading them; and in fact there is not 
the leaft fubfiftence to be met with for feveral miles, whether you enter this empire: 
from Turkey or India. There are however fome fruitful plains and vallies, in which. 
their principal cities ftand, which yield plenty of grain, and herbage, and no country 
‘Is more fruitful than the provinces which lie upon the Cafpian Sea, as has been already 
obferved. But then Hyrcania is very unhealthful in fummer time, which fome appre- 
hend proceeds from the multitude of fnakes and iafeéts, which lie rotting upon the 

round when the waters are dried up, as well as from the foulnefs of the water itfelf, 
which is fo thick and muddy that there is no drinking it at that feafon of the year. 

As to Perfia in general, ee is not a tenth part of it cultivated, not but that there 
are many vallies which bear neither grafs nor grain at prefent, which formerly when 
greater care was taken to turn the waters into them, were fruitful countries. In fome 
provinces, there are hundreds of fine aqueducts, choaked up and buried in ruins, fo 
that it is not fo much a defeét in the foil, as the want of people, or at leaft of hufband. 
men, which renders Perfia barren, ‘The foil in fome parts is a hard gravel, and in 
others a {tiff whitifh clay, almoft as hard as ftone, but either of them are fruitful enough 
when well watered, and will bear often two crops, and fometimes three in the compafs 
of a year ; and if we give any credit to ancient authors, there was not a more plentiful 
country in the world than Perfia was formerly 5 the reafon of this alteration fome afcribe 
to the different difpofitions of the people, who have inhabited it. The ancient Perfians, 
the fire-worfhippers, it is faid, were obliged by the precepts of their religion to culti- 
vate the foil, and it was by them accounted a meritorious act to plant a tree, to bring 
the water into a field, and make a barren fpot of earth produce grafs or grain, while 
the Mahometans feem to have no genius for improvements, or even to keep up what 
their anceftors have built or planted, but let every thing run to ruin; however, one 
reafon of this neglect may be, that the properties of the people are in no fecurity, and 
no wonder they have but little inclination to make improvements, when they have no 
certainty of reaping the advantage of them. : 

6. .Near great towns they improve their grounds with the dirt and dung of the ftreets, 
but af a greater diftance, they throw their fields into: little level fquares, which they 
bank about, and then turn the water into them, letting it ftand in the field all night, 
which having foaked it, the water is let out next. morning, and the fun dhining with almoft 
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perpendicular rays upon the moift earth, renders it fit for the prafaction of any fort of 
grain or plants. Where the ground is light they plough with two or three oxen or buf- 
faloes ; but in Gilan and other countries, where they meet with a ftiff clay, it is as much 
as eight or ten oxen can do to draw their ploughs which are very large. Rice, wheat 
and barley, are almoft the only kinds of grain growing in Perfia; oats they have none, 
and little orno rye. Their feafons are not the fame in the north as in the fouth, but 
when they are fowing in one part ofgthe country, they are reaping in another, and in 
fome places it is not morc than three months between feed-time and harveft. 

"Their land never lies fallow, but it is fown once every year, at leaft, it is fo melio- 
rated and enriched by being flowed, and the heat of the fun afterwards working on the 
mud, that it is never out of heart. As to the rice, it muft be gonftantly fupplied with 
water till the harveft ; but for other grain, the land is only flowed before the fowing, 
to render it prolific. Their kitchen gardens are well furnifhed with moft of the roots 
and fallads we have in Europe; they have no lefs than twenty feveral forts of melons 
during the feafon they laft, which is about four months, the common people make them 
their conftant food, thofe which come to maturity firft in the fpring are round and 
fmall, thofe that rippen in the latter part of the feafon are the beft and largeft, fome of 
them weigh eight or ten pounds, and are as fweet as fugar itfelf; at the tables of per- 
fons of quality they have them all the year round, there being a way to preferve them, 
under ground till the feafon returns again, and it is faid, fome perfons will eat eight 
or ten pound of melons ata meal, without being fick. The beft melons grow in Cho- ° 
raffan near emit and they are carried as far as Ifpahan for the Shah’s ufe, and as 
prefents to their friends. Cucumbers are ancther fruit much eaten by the common 
people, one fort of them has farce any feeds in it, and is eaten without paring or drefs- 
ing, and is not reckoned unwholefome. 

7. Of grapes they have feveral kinds, and fome of them are fo large, that a fingle 
grape isa mouthful. They make their wine at Ifpahan of the Kifmiths, a littleround 
grape, and without any ftone that can be perceived, but much the beft wines are made 
at Shiraz. ‘They keep their grapes all winter, and let them hang a confiderable time 
on the vine, wrapped up in linen bags ; the air is fo dry, that it preferves all kinds of 
fruit as long as they can defire. Dates are reckoned one of the moft delicious fruits in 
this country, they are no where fo good as in Perfia, the pulp which enclofes the ftone 
isa clammy fubflance, as {weet as honey ; they are laid on heaps when they are ripe, 
and melting, candy or preferve themfelves without fugar. Foreigners are advifed to 
eat moderately of them, becaufe they heat the blood, and occafions ulcers in thofe who 
are not ufed to them, and fometimes weaken the fight, but have no ill effets upon the 
natives; the tree which bears them is flender, but very tall, and like other palms, has 
no branches but on the top, and the fruit grows in clufters of thirty or forty pounds 
weight ; the tree does not bear till it is fifteen years old, but continues bearing above a 
hundred years. There are in Perfia moft of the fruits which are to be had in Europe, 
and they would be in much greater perfection, if they knew any thing of gardening, 
but they underftand neither grafting, inoculating, or the art of managing dwarf-trees; 
all their trees run up very high, and are loaded with wood. ‘They have excellent apri- 
cots of feveral kinds, which are in feafon one after the other, and their neCtarines and 
peaches weigh fixteen or eighteen ounces a-piece ; there is an apricot red within, 
which is called, the egg of the fun; ‘thefe are dried and exported in vaft quantities ; 
they are boiled in water, which is thickened by the juice of the fruit, and makes a per- 
fe fyrup without fugar. = 
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Apples and pearg, frow chiefly in the north part of Perfia, they have alfa pome- 
granates of feveral “kinds, with oranges, quinces, and prunes, and fuch variety of 
truits, that Sir John Chardin fays, he has feen above fifty forts at an entertainment, 
fone of which grew three hundred leagues from the place. The piftachio nuts are 
almoft peculiar to Perfia, and are tranfported all the world over; here are alfo fmall nuts, 
filberds and almonds. Olives grow in Hyrcania, near the Calpian Sea, but they neither 
know how to preferve them, nor draw oil in the Qgit manner from them. They have 
alfo plantations of fugar and tobacco. 

Among other trees in their gardens, they have the cyprefs, the palm, and the mul- 
berry, of the laft there are large plantations for their filk worms, which they do not 
fuffer to grow up to be great trees, becaufe the leaves are beft when the fhoots are 
young. ‘Uhey root up the trees therefore when they grow old, and plant their grounds 
afrefh. But the tree which is in as greet efteem as any in Pegfia, is the Senna; the 
body of this tree is very large, and frequently ferty or fifty feet high, and ftraight as the 
matt of a fhip, having no branches but on the head of it; the bark is of a bright grey, 
and the wood ferves them to make doors, rafters, and for other ufes in building. The 
trees that are moft common in Perfia are the plane-tree, the willow, the fir, and the 
cornel-tree ; the plane-tree the Perfians imagine is a prefervative againft the plague, and 
other contagious diftempers, and obferve, that the plague has never raged in Ifpahan 
fince this tree was planted in their ftrects and gardens. The trecs alfo which bear the 

“gall nut is very common in many parts of Perfia, and there are trees which yield | 
ait maftich, and frankincenfe ; that, which produces frankincenfe very much re« 
fembles a pear-tree, and abounds chiefly in Carmania. 

There are likewife trees which produce manna of feveral forts: the beft manna has 
a yellowifh caft, a large coarfe grain, and comes from Choraffan or Baétria; there is 
another fort called ‘l'amerifk, becaufe the tree it drops from is fo named, and is found 
in large quantities in the province of Sufiana; and there is a third fort gathered about 
Ifpahan, which falls from a tree much like the tamerifk, but larger ; the leaves of this 
tree drop liquid manna in fummer-time, which the natives take to be the fweat of the 
tree congealed upon the leaf im the morning ; the ground under it is perfe@ly fat and 
greafy with it, and this has as fweet a tafte as other manna. 

The cotton-tree is common all over Perfia, and they have another litile tree, which 
yields a kind of filken down, ufed for quilting and flnfiing of pillows; there is alfoa 
a plant, called hannah, that bears a feed which they beat to powder, and colour their 
hands and feet, and fometimes rub over their faces with it, apprehending it keeps their 
fkin fmooth, and preferves their complexion: they fometimes bruife the leaves of it, 
which ferves them for the fame purpofe. 

There are found in the defarts of Carmania, two little thrubs of a poifonous quality, 
the firft is called galbad famour, or the flower that poifons tne wind; fome, people 
imagining that it is this occafions thofe killing winds which blow in this province in the 
hot feafon ; the other fhrab is called Herzebre, the trunk whereof is about. as big as a 
man’s leg, and grows about fix feet high ; its leaves are almoft round, and it bears a 
flower like the {weet-briar. There are fcarce any trees to be found on the mountains, 
or wild fields in Perfia ; thefe are for the moft part deftitute of all manner of verdure, 
while in their cities, and the villages for three or four leagues round them, the ftreets 
as well as gardens are fo well planted, that the houfes are hardly to be difcerned at a 
diftance; when you have travelled fome few leagues, indeed you meet not either with 
boufe, tree, or fhrub, for many miles, but all looks like a barren defart, notwith. 

flanding 
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flanding which, great part of this foil, were it watered, would Me as fruitful as the 
other, and a€tually was fo fome ages fince, when a more induftrious generation than 
the prefent poffelled the country. 

From their trees, I pafs on to their flowers, and of thefe there isa great variety to be 
found in fome provinces. The fouth part of Perfia has much the fewelt ; exceflive 
heat being as deftruétive to them as extreme cold; but nothing can be more beautiful 
than the fields of Hyrcania, where arg whole groves of orange-trecs, jeflamins, and all 
the flowers we have in Kurope. The ealt part of this country, which is called Mazan- 
deran is one continued parterre from September to April; the whole country at that 
time is covered with flowers, and this, though it be their winter feafon, is alfo the belt. 
time for fruits. In the other months the heat is fo exceflive, that the natives find them~ 
felves under a neccflity of retiring to the mountains. “ 

In Media the fields groduce tulips, anemonies, and ranunculuses ; about Ifpahan, 
and fome other towns, jonquils grow wild. They have alfo daffodils, lilies, violets, 
and pinks in their feafon, and fome flowers which laft all the year round; but they 
have the greateft quantity of lillies and rofes; they export abundance of rofe-water to 
other countries; in the fpring, there is vaft plenty of yellow and red gillyflowers, 
and another red flower which reiembles a clove, of a beautiful fcarlet colour, and 
every fprig bears thirty of thele flowers, which form a fine head as large as a tennis~ 
ball. ’ 

Their rofes are white, yellow, and red, and others white on one fide and yellow on 
the other ; but notwithitanding ail this great varigty of beautiful flowers, their gardens’ 
are not comparable to thofe oh arepe: As flowers are fo common they are very little 
regarded; you fee them intermixed with fruit trees and rofe bufhes without any order} 
but large walks planted with trees, fountains, canals, cafcades, and pleafure houfes, at 
proper diftances, are all that muft be expeéted in their fineft gardens; nor 
do the Perfians take any manner of pleafure in walking in them, any more than in 
the fields, but fet themfelves down in fome aicove or fummer-houfe as foon as they 
come into them, totally negligent of that exquifite’ variety that every foreigner is 
charmed with. 

8. Perfia alfo affords great plenty of phyfical drugs, as caffia, fenna, antimony, 
nux vomica, gum armoniac, galbanum, fal armoniac, and a kind of rhubarb, with: 
which they purge their cattle; but the beft rhubarb comes from China, or rather from. 
eaftern Vartary, which lics to the northward of Chinas The Perfian poppies are in 
great efteem from the quantity of juice they yield, and the ftrength of it; they grow 
four feet high in fome places, and have white leaves. ‘They extract the juice from them 
in June, when they are ripe; by making little incifions in the head of the poppy, a 
thick liquor diilills from them, which is gathered very early in the morning before 
fan-rife. . It is faid to have fuch an effeét on the people, who are employed .in this 
work, that they look as if they had been buried and taken up again, and their limbs 
tremble as if they had the palfy. The liquor which is thus drawn from the poppies: 
in a little time grows thick, and is made up into pills. “The Perfians givgit the name 
of afioun, and we, probably from thence, call it opium. The Perfian bakers ftrew 
poppy-feed on their bread, which incline thofe that cat it to fleep, and the eating it is 
not reckoned unwholefome after their meals ; the common people eat the feed at any 
time almoit for pleafure. 

Saffron grows plentifully in Perfia, and affafcetida is to be had ever where almof, 
which is much admired by the natives of Perfia as well as India, and requently eaten 
with their food; that which tousis moft offenfive of all {cents, by themisefteemed aperfume. 

Affa 
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Affafoetida is a liquer. which diftills from the plant called hiltot ; it thickens after it is 
drawn, and grows as hard as gum ; there is the white and black kinds of it, of which 
the white is reckoned the beft to cat. The {mell of this drug is fo very ftrong, that if 
any gocds be near it in a fhip, the fmell is communicated to them, let them be wrapped 
up every fo clofe, and it is almoft impoffible to clear them of it; nay, it affects the colour, 
and therefore Sir John Chardin tells us, the veffels ufed in tranfporting it are frequently 
broke up and burned, to prevent other goods from being {poiled by being carried in 
them, from which no package can fave them. 

The Perfian bezoar is efteemed preferable to that of India, which having already 
defcribed; we fhall not dwell upon it here. It is fufficient to obferve, that the reafons 
itis not fo much efteemed in Europe as it was formerly, are thefe ; in the firft place, 
ic is frequently fophifticated, notwithftanding that feveral methods are in ufe for de- 
tcéting thefe frauds, of which I fhall mention a few. The wenuine bezoar, at leatt 
that which comes from Perfia, has a very fine {mell refembling that of ambergris 
but not near fo flrong; if thrown into hot water, and left there for three or four hours it, 
lofes nothing cither of its colour or weight; if pricked with a hot iron, no fmoke arifes ; 
if rubbed upon a leaf of Dutch vellum, it leaves a yellow impreffion ; if broke or cut, 
it appears to be compofed of feveral coats unequally difpofed, in the fame manner as 
appears in cutting an onion. Another reafon why it has loft its credit, is the humour 
people have of embracing the contrary extreme to that of their anceftors ; heretofore 
bezoar was fold very dear, and was held to have many and great virtues, and now it is 
fathionable to affirm that it has little gr no virtue at all; which though it has driven it 
out of ufe, has not much beat down its price, becaufe in the ealt, and even in other 
parts of Europe, it is ftill in efteem. 

A third reafon is, our giving it in too fmall dofes, fo that its virtues are not dif. 
cernible. A famous Perfian phyfician had a great fecret for curing lunacy, which he 
fold to a French gentleman for a large fum of money, and this fecret confifted in giving 
equal quantities of bezoar, mufk, and camphire, as I found in a French manufcript of 
receipts, in which it is faid, that very fingular cures were performed by it; but the 
quantities of thefe drugs in a dofe were not mentioned. 

In the province of Chorafan they frequently find human bodies preferved in the fand, 
the flefh of which they fell under the name of mummy, for medicinal ufes ; and there 
are alfo fuch bodies found in a cavern not far from the borough of Abin, in the province 
of Farfiftan, It is however neceffary to inform the reader, that in the Perfian and 
and Turkifh languages, the word moum, from whence we have formed mummy, 
fignifies literally a foft clammy fubftance, of the confiftency of balfam, which explains 
fufficiently what is meant by mineral mummy, which is a kind of natural balfam 
ditilling through the rock of a large cavern in the province of Lar, efteenied fo pre- 
cious, wat the Shah keeps it entirely for his own ufe, the doors of this cave being 
fealed by the governor of Lar, who opens it only once a year, to take out the baln 
the quantity of which feldom exceeds ten ounces. A multitude of virtues are afcribed 
to it, particylarly in the cure of fra€tures, in which it is faid to perform wonders; but 
it may very well be doubted, whether any of this was ever brought into Europe. 

9. We will now proceed to {peak of the animals that are found in Perfia, and in re- 
ference to thefe, the camel, for a beaft of burthen, much excels all the reft, whether 
we confider the weight he carries, the difpatch he makes, or the little charge of keep- 
ing him. Of thefe camels there are feveral kinds ; fome have two bunches upon their 
backs, and others but one, and there is a third fort ingendered between a dromeda: 
or camel, with two bunches, and a female with one, which are efteemed much the he? 
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and fold for twenty or thirty pounds a-picce, for they are feldom tired, and will carry 
nine hundred or a thoufand weight. ‘Thole which travel between the Perfian Gulph 
and Ifpahan are of a much lefs fize, and do not carry above five or fix hundred weight; 
but thefe, notwithftanding, are almoft as ferviceable as the other, for they are much 
fwifter, and will gallop like a horfe, whereas the others feldom go fafter than a foot 
pace. Thefe fwift camels are kept by the Shah and great men, and ferve to tranfport 
their women from place to place, and carry their baggage ; they are ufually adorned 
with embroidered cloths, and filver bells about their necks ; a fring of fix or feven of 
them are tied together when they travel, and governed by one man 5 they ufe neither 
bridles nor halter to hold them, or whips to drive them, but they are directed by the 
driver’s voice, who fings or plays to them as they travel ; good ufage only moves them, 
for they are naturally fo obftinate, it is in vain to. beat them if they tire. 

When they are to take up their burthen, the driver touches their knees, whereupon: 
they lie down on their bellies till they are loaded, groaning however, and giving figns: 
of uneafinefs, under a fenfe of the fatigue they are about to undergo ; they let them. 
graze by the road-fide, with their burthens on their backs, on weeds and thiftles, and 
fometimes they feed them with balls made up of barley meal'and chaff, into a patte, 
with which they often mix the cotton feed ; but the camel is the leaft feeder of any 
beaft, confidering his bulk. It is very happy alfo that they can live without water two or 
three days together, there being fcarce any to be met with in thofe defarts the caravans 
are forced to crofs. They fhed all their hair every fpring, and are perfeétly naked. 
Of the camel’s hair, abundance of fine ftuffs are made, as we fhall thew in {peaking of 
manufactures; thefe creatures are very tame and tractable, except when the luftful fit 
is upon them, which lafts thirty or forty days, and then they are very unruly, which 
makes their drivers increafe their burthens at that time, to keep them under. When 
once the male has covered the female, he grows fluggifh, and does not care for ftir- 
ring out of the ftable: they go with young eleven months, and fome fay twelve. 

Oxen, buffaloes, affes and mules, are allo ufed indifferently for carrying of paffen-. 
gers, or burthens, and their land being plowed by buffaloes and oxen, thefe beafts are 
very feldom killed for food, though fome Perfian governors, in the fouth of Perfia, 
have extorted confiderable fums out of the Indian Banians, who refide thereabouts, 
under pretence they would order them to be butchered, if the Banians did not redeem 
their lives by a confiderable prefent. The affes of Perfia are much larger and fwifter 
than ours, and will perform a journey very well. 

But the fineft beafts are their horfes, thefe are beautiful creatures, and no where 
better managed than in Perfia. They have fine forehands, and are exactly well pro- 
portioned, light and fprightly, but only fit for the faddle, or at leaft, not ufed for any 
other purpofe; they are never gelt, and wear their tails at their full length; but 
though they are lovely creatures to look on, they are neither fo fwift as the Arabian, 
nor fo hardy as the Tartar horfes, and the Shah therefore has always a ftable of the 
Arabian breed. Horfes are very dear in Perfia, fome of them being fold for two or 
three hundred pounds, and feldom any that are good for lefs than fiftye It is not fo 
much the fearcity of them, as the felling fuch numbers to India and Turkey, which 
enhances the price. 

They have mules alfo that carry very well, and are valued, fome of them at thirty or 
forty pounds a-piece, and fome affes at not much lefs, after they have been taught to 
pace. The ordinary food fer horfes is barley and chopt ftraw ; they have no mangers 
in their ftables, but give their horfes their corn in bags. In the {pring they cut 
aca ae acces on fe thate harfee Knut never make anv into hay to be eaten dry ;. fometimes 
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they feed their horfes with balls made of barley-meal, as in India; inftead of litter their 
own dung is dried, and beaten to powder, and laid a foot deep for them to lie on; 
and if any of it be wetted, it is dried in the fun the next day. ‘Their horfes’ hoofs are 
much founder and harder than ours, and they are fhod with thin plates, as ibe oxen 
are, on account of their travelling over the ftony mountains. ‘hey daub their horfes 
legs in winter with a yellow herb, called Hannah, and fometimes anoix their bodies 
with it as high as their breaft, to keep out the cold as it is faid; but it feems to be 
rather by way of ornament, for in fome places it is done all the vear round, 

The Shah has large ftables of horfes difperfed throughout the kingdom, almoft in 
every city, for the public fervice. A horfe is feldom denied to any man that demands 
one, if he will keephim, but then fuch perfons are accountable to the governix ‘or them, 
when they fhall be called out into the field; but they have the liberty of riding them 
in the mean time. Thefe troopers’ horles are fometimes quartered upon people, who 
would gladly be excufed from the trouble and charge of keeping them, and if any 
horfe dies in their hands, oath muft be made, that it did not die for want of corn, 
or looking after. Their horfes are fubject to many dittempers, fometimes their legs 
{well, anda humour rifes on their breaft, which procceds froin eating too much barley; 
and in this cafe, they clap a hot iron to the fwelling, or lance it, and keep ths fore 
open, by running a willow twig through it, but a hot iron applied to the part is the 
moft general remedy for lame or diftempered horfes. 

Of theep and goats there are great plenty in Perfia ; the natives feldom eat any other 
meat, their fheep are large and remarkable for their fat tails, which weigh eight or 
ten pounds, and fome it is faid are above twenty pounds in weight; they are remarkable 
alfo in fome parts of Perfia for having more horns than ours. Some have fix or fesen 
horns ftanding ftraight out of their forehead, fo that when their rams engage, there is 
ufually a great deal of blood {piled in the battle. The Perfian goats are not only 
valuable for their flefh, but the fine wool they yield, of which great quantities are an- 
nually exported, more efpecially from Carmania. Hogs there are fcarce to be met 
with, for as the Mahometans, who are the governing part of the country, abhor this 
animal, their Chriftian fubjects do not endeavour to increafe the breed, untlefs towards 
Georgia and Armenia, where the Chriftians are numerous. 

Wild beafts there are not many, either in the middle or the fouthern part of Perfia. 
Deer they have fome, and antelopes, which are much of the fame nature, except that 
they are {potted, and have finer limbs. In Gilan and Curdiftan, the woody parts of 
the country, wild beafts abound, fuch as lions, tygers, leopards, wild hogs, jackals, 
&c. And in Media and Armenia, there are abundance of deers, wild goats, hares, and 
rabbits, and there are fome found on the mountains almoft all over the country, but 
not many. 

Infeéts they are not much troubled with in the heart of Perfia, which is very dry, 
unlefs it be with fwarms of locufts, which vifit them fometimes in fuch numbers, that 
they look like a cloud, and perfeétly obfcure the fan, and wherever they light deftroy 
the fruits of the earth ; but there are certain birds which generally vifit the country 
abont the fame time, and eat up the locufts, and fo prevent the ruin of the hufbandmen, 
That part of of the country which lies upon the Cafpian or Hyrcanian Sea, is full of 
ferpents, toads, fcorpions, and other venomous infeéts, which in fummer-time die, 
many of them for want of water, and infect the air, rendering that part of the country 
yery unhealthy at that feafon. 

Scorpions narticniarly there are af an tmmandermta fea and thaca fin 2a net 
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is in fuch torture, that he becomes raving mad for fome time. Mufquitoes or gnats are . 
very troublefome in the flat country, near the Cafpian Sea; and there is a white fly no 
bigger than a flea in Perfia, which makes no noife, but its ting ig like the prick of a pin. 
Here is alfo the millepedes, almoft like a caterpillar, and whofe bite is as pernicious 
as the iting of a fcorpion ; the Perfians call them hezarpai, or a thoufand feet. 

to. There are the fame forts of tame and wild fowl in Perfia as in Europe; as 
geele, hens, ducks, partridges, fhipes, &c.; but more of them in the north than in the 
fouth part of the country, ‘I'urkics have been carried to Ifpahan, but they do not 
thrive. The breed of pigeons they take all imaginable care te increafe and propagate, 
on account of their dung, with which they raife their melons. Their dove-houfes are 
five times as large as ours, of a round figure, and handfomely built of brick ; of thefe, 
it is faid, there are not lefs than three thoufand in the city of Ifpahan only. The dung 
is always fold for four-pence the bifty, or twelve pounds weight, and the government, 
it feems, Jay a fmall tax upon it. ‘Their payiridges are reckoned the lar and beft 
tafted that are to be met with. 

The pelican, which the Perfians call taccb, or the water-crawer, is as remarkable as 
any of their fowls, for the body of it is faid to be as large as a fheep, its head at the 
fame time wonderous fmall, buta large bill of fixtcen or cighteen inches long, as big as 
a man’s arr, and under the bill there is a large bag, travellers tell us, which will hold 
a pail of water ; they build their nefts in the defarts, where there is no water, and con- 
fequently no inhabitants, for their fecurity, and frequently go two days’ journey for water 
for their young ones; but then they bring enough in the receptacle above mentioned to 
laft for fome time, if we may give entire credit to thefe accounts. 

There is another extraordinary bird mentioned by travellers, in the province of 
Chorafan, which has fuch an appetite towards the water of a certain fpring in that 
country, and fuch fagacity in dilcovering it, that they will follow any perfon that carries 
it in a bottle feveral hundreds of miles. As to eagles, hawks, falcons, and other birds 
of prey, there is no country where they have more, or where they are better inflrucied, 
than in Perfia. ‘Phe Shah has rht hundred or a thoufand of them, and there is no 
man of any figure without his hawks and his falconers; and their hawks are taught not 
only to ily at birds but st hares, deer, and all manner of wild beafts, and by fixing 
themfelves on the head of the animal, and beating him with their wings, he is fo tervi- 
fied and diftracted, that the dogs and I ch follow have very little difficulty 




























in taking him ; and the Pertians the very crows to fly at game. 
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q fide India. Tlowever, there are feveral 
party-coloured birds to be feen in Perfia, with a plumage of blue, gircen, and yellow, 
i fully mixed. Of fps here are fuch numbors, that they are very troublefome 
andmen, who eve forced to place their fervants in the fields all day long 
yell approaches, to keep them from their corn. 
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Arras, which fall into the Cafpian, have plenty of river-fifh, but they lie at two great a 
diftance from Ifpahan to fupply that city ; fo that fifh is very rarely eaten there. 

11. We are to {pealanext of the metals and minerals in this country ; and to proceed 
methodically, we ought to begin with thofe of gold and filver, if any were now wrought in 
Perfia, but there are not; for, notwithftanding what old writers relate of the rich 
mines in Baétriana, and that almoft all the Perfian authors agree, that there are mines 
of this metal in Chorafan, yet from the neighbourhood of the ‘fartars they have been 
long negleéted ; and it is the fame with refpect to the filver mines in other places, 
though from the accounts lately given by Tavernier, one would fufpett that the Perfians 
arebut indifferently {killed in the art of mining, and that of refining of metals ; they have, 
however, good mines ef iron, ftecl, copper, and lead. ‘The iron and fteel mines are in 
Hircania, Media, and the provinces of Erak and Chorafan ; their fteel is fo full of ful- 
phur, that if the filings are thrown into the fire, they will give a report like gunpowder ; 
it has a fine grain, but is as brittle as glafs, and the Perfian artificers, who do not un- 
derftand how to give ita due temper, cannot for that reafon make wheels or f{prings, or 
any minute pieces of workmanfhip. Their copper mines are moft of them near Seris, 
in the mountains of Mazanderan ; they mix it with Swedifh and Japan copper, and the 
proportion is one part foreign to twenty of their own metal. 

The lead mines are, moft of them, near the city of Yefd, and in thefe are found the 
greate(t quantity of filver. Sulphur and faltpetre are dug in the mountain Damaverd, 
which divides Hircania from the province of Erak. | Antimony is found in Carmania, 
but it isa baftard fort. Emery is had near Niris ; vitriol and mercury they have none, 
and their tin is imported from abroad. ‘There’are two kinds of falt in Perfia, the one 
upon the furface of the ground, the other dug out of the rock : there are plains of ten 
or twelvé leagues over quite covered with falt, as others are with fulphur and alum, 
The falt is fo hard in fome parts of Carmania, that the poor people make ufe of it inftead 
of ftone to build their cottages. 

Their marble is either white, black, or red, and fome veined with white and red ; 
it is dug near Hamadan, and in Chutiftan fome of it will break into large flakes or 
tables like flate, but the beft comes from Tauris, which is almoft as tranfparent as cryftal. 
This kind is white, mixed with green. In the country about ‘Tauris alfo is found the 
mineral azure, but this is not fo good as that which comes from Tartary, lofing its 
colour by degrees. In the provinces of Fars and Shirvan there is found abundance of 
bole armoniac, and fo rich and fat a marl, that the country people ufe it inftead of 
foap. ‘here are fome-mines of ifinglafs in the fame country. In feverat parts of Perfia 
we meet with naptha, both white and black ; it is ufed in painting and varnifh, and 
fometimes in phyfic, and there is an oil extracted from it which is applied to feveral 
utes. ‘The moft famous fprings of Naptha are in the neighbourhood of the town of 
Baku, which furnifh vaft quantities ; and there are alfo upwards of thirty fprings 
about Shamafchy, both in the province of Shirwan. ‘he Perfians ufe it as oif for 
their lamps, and in making fire-works, of which they are extremely fond, and in which 
they are great proficients. : 

But the moft valuable product of the Perfian mines is the turquoife, concerning which 
there have been fo many miftakes made, that notwithftanding we find ourfelves preffed 
for room, we cannot avoid treating fomewhat largely upon this fubje€t. In the firft 
place, it is afferted that it derives its name from Turkey, which is true enough when 
righty underftood, but abfolutely falfe according to the common acceptation ; for there 
neither is or never was any of thefe ftones found in the dominions of the Turks, but 


in the country of Turcomania, which was indeed the feat of that nation, though for any 
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Perfia, and from Perfia only; and thefe are diftinguifhed into thofe of the old and 
thofe of the new rock ; the former are taken out of the mines of Nicapour and CaraTon, 
and, as Sir John Chardin juftly obferves, differ greatly from other {tones that bear the 
fame name. ‘They are hard, firm, of a beautiful blue, inclining a little to a green, take 
a fine polifh, and are never obferved to lofe their colour. ‘The Shah endeavours to 
preferve thefe entirely for himfelf; and though after chufing the largeft and the fineft, 
he permits the {maller turquoifes to be fold, yet foreign merchants are not contented 
with that manner of dealing, but have ftruck out a better. The officers belonging to 
the mines, and their fervants, frequently deceive the Shah, and inftead of fending him 
the fineft and largeft, vend thofe for their own profit, but always to Europeans, that 
they may be lefs liable to difeovery ; and by this means very fine turquoifes find their 
way into thefe parts of the world. The new rock is at five miles diftant from the old, 
and the {tones are fofter, lefs firm, veiny, of a green, inclining to blue, and are apt in 
procels of time, to lofe their colour. ‘The occidental turquoifes are found in Bohemia, 
France, and other countries, but they are not valued, and have generally the fame faults 
with thofe taken from the new rock. 

Dr. Cromwell Mortimer, in the laft tranfaGtions of the Royal Society, for the months 
of January and February 1747, has given us a much better account of thefe ftones than 
Tever met with before ; and diftinguifhes them very juttly into true and falfe turquoifes 5 
the former, he fays, is a true mineral fubftance, impregnated with copper ore, which is 
highly probable, for there is no country in the world that has more copper mines than. 
Perfia ; the latter is an ivory or boney fubftance, tin@ured alfo with fome metallic 
juice, and probably that of copper, which is a difcovery worthy of notice, as it frees 
this fubject from abundance of difficulties, under which it has hitherto laboured. 

12, After having taken a view of the country, and of its produce, we will {peak 
next of the habitations ereéted upon it, and this will naturally lead us to the principal 
cities that yet remain to be defcribed ; but without taking a previous view of what with 
them paiies for magnificent buildings, fuch defcriptions would be ina manner unintel- 
ligible. he houfes of perfons of quality here are generally built in the middle of a fine 
garden, and make little or no appearance to the ftreet, for there you fee nothing but a 
dead wall, with a great cate in the middle of the wall, and perhaps a fkreen or wall 
within the gate, to prevent people looking in ; fo fond are they of privacy and retirement. 
Another thing that the Perfians differ from usin is, that they feldom have more than 
one Hoor, which is laid out in this manner; in the front of the houfe ftands a little 
piazza, or cloifter, open before, where they fit and tranfact their ordinary affairs ; beyond 
this is a large hall, eighteen or twenty feet high, which is ufed at great entertainments, 
or on any folemn occafions : on the farther fide of the houfe is another piazza, witha 
bafon or fountain of water before it, beyond which runs a walk of fine trees, as there 
does alfo from the ftreet to the houfe: at cach corner of the hall isa parlour or lodging 
room (for it ferves for both purpotes); between thofe parlours on the fides, there are 
doors out of a hall into an open {quare fpace, as large as the rooms at the corners 3 
there are alfo feveral doors out of the hail into the piazza, before and behind the houfe; fo 
that in the hor feafon they can fet open nine or ten doors at once in the great hall, and 
if there be any air flirring, they will have the benefit of it. 

In fome palaces there is a handfome bafon, and a fountain playing in the middle of 
the hall, which contributes ftill more to the coolnefs of the place. The walls of their 
houfes are built fometimes of burnt bricks, but more commonly of bricks dried in the 
fun. The walls are of confiderable thicknefs, and the roof of the great hall is arched, 
and five or fix feet higher than the other rooms about it. The roofs of the buildings on 
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every fide of the hall are flat, and there is a pair of ftairs up to the top, where the Pers 
fians walkin the cool of the day, and fometimes carry up a mattrefs, and lie there all 
night, there being balpfters all round the top of the building. _As for the kitchens and 
other offi es, they are at a diftance on the right or loft, and it is obfervable, that all 
their rooms, except the hall, ftand feparate, and there is no paflage out of one into 
znother, but only from the hall; chimneys there are fgme, but ufually, inftead of a 
chimney, there Is a round hole, about four or five feet broad, and a foot and a half 
deep, in the middle cf the room, in which a charcoal fire is made, and the place covered 
with ick board or table, about a foot high, fo clofe that no fmoke can get-out, and 
_over that table is thrown a large carpet, under which they put their legs in cold 
weather, and fit round, there being a paffage for the fmoke by pipes laid under the 
floor. ‘fhe doors of their houfes are narrow, and feldom turn upon hinges as ours do, 
there is a round piece left at the top and bottom cf the door which is Ict into the 
fraine above and below, on which they turn, and the very locks and bolts are frequently 
made of wood. : : 

As to their furniture, it confifts only in carpets fpread on the floor, with cufhions 
and pillows to Jean on, and at night there is a-mattrefs brought to fieep on, and a quilt 
or two to cover them, but very feldom any fheets are ufed. As to their fervants, they 
lig about in any paflage upon mats, and take up very little room. The floors of the 
rooms are either paved or made of a hard cement, on which they lay a coarfe cloth, 
and over that a carpet: the fides of fome of their rooms are lined with fine tiles about 
a yard high, and the reft of them well painted, or-hung with pictures. 

13. Ifpahan, or as it is pronounced, Spahawn, is fituated in thirty-two degrees forty 

pinutes north latitude, and in the fifticth degree of longitude, reckoning from the meri- 
dian of London, It ftands in a fine plain, almoft furrounded with mountains, which lie 
about two or three leagues from it, and the form is pretty near oval. The river Zen. 
derhood runs by it at about a mile diftance, but there are feveral channels and pipes 
above the town, which convey the water from it into canals and bafons, for the fervice 
of the court and city. The town is without walls, and about ten or twelve miles in cir- 
cumference. Thofe who extend it ten leagues take in the town of Julpha, and feveral 
others. There were formerly twelve gates to the town, but four of them are now 
clofed up, the others are always open; as for the walls, which fome travellers mention, 
itis probable there was a mud wall formerly, but there is no part of the wall vifible at 
prefent. There is an old caftle, it is true, without artillery, which runs to ruin, but 
is no more tenable than the town. 

The firests of Hpahan are for the moft part narrow and crooked, and either exceeding 
dirty or dufly, for fcarce any of them are paved, and though there are no coaches or 
carts, yet ail people of fathion riding through them with great trains of fervants, renders 
the paflage not very pleafant.  ‘Lhere are, however, fome very fine fquares in the town, 
particularly the royal fquare or meidan, into which there opens two of the palace gates. 
On the fides of this {quare, which is one-third of a mile im length, and more than half 
as much in breadth, are buildings with fhops on both,fides, where every particular trade 
has a quarter ailigned, and there is a fecond ftory where the mechanics have their 
working-fhops. ‘There feems to be little difference between thefe excixunges and ours, 
but that thofe of Ifpahan have no windows, but great openings at proper diftances to 
let in the light, and people ride through them as they do along the ftreets. 

In the middle of the fquarc there isa market for horfes and cattle, and all manner of 
goods and provifions are expofed to fale, though the great Shah Abbas, who built the 
fquare, defigned it for manly exercifes, and particularly thofe of horlemanthip, and 
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handling the bow and lance, at which no people are more dextrous than the Perfians. 
On thatfide of the fquare next the palace there is a fine row of trees planted, and a hand- 
fome bafon of water, and fome great brafs guns, which were taken from the Portuguefe 
at Ormus, ferve to make a fhow. 

There flands a great mofque at the fouth end of the fquare, and another mofque on 
the eaft fide over againft the great gate of the palace feveral ftrects in Tfpahan are 
covered and arched over, which makes them pretty dark, and this fecins to be peculiar 
to the Perfian towns. Another thing they {vem to be particular in is, that their houfes 
and {hogs are never in the fame places, and it is a common thing for a tradetman to go 
half a mile in the morning to the bazar, or market-place, where his fhop is, and in the 
night-time they lock up their valuable goods in chefts and counters, anu the reft they 
leave packed up, fometimes in the open {quare, and it is very rare any thing is lost; fo 
careful are the watch appointed to guard their market-places, or fo very litile given to 
thieving are the people in this part of the world, and no doubt the fpeedy and exen:plary 
punifhments inflicted upon pilterers is one great means to deter them from it 

As to foreign merchants, they lodge their goods in the public caravanferais about the 
city, which ferve them alfo inftead of inng for lodging and diet ; but there is this differ- 
ence between anion and a caravanferai, that every perfon finds his own bedding and 
cookery in the caravanferai, whereas in cur inns we have not that trouble. ‘There are 

wo things, however, that render a caravanferai preferable to an inn; one is, that a 
perfon is not fubject to the extortions of an innkeeper, but buys his provifions at the beft 
hand; and the other, that let the merchant take up ever fo many rooms, he fhall not 
be difturbed in them, and pays buta trifle for his warehoufe or lodgings ; and upon the 
road he pays nothing, ‘Ihere ave not, it-feems, léfs than fifteen hundred of thefe 
public caravanferais in {fpahan, which have been ereéted by charitable people for the 
ule of ftrangers 5 moft of them are built after one model, and differ only in the dinien- 
fions. ‘There is a handfome portal at the entrance, on each fide of which are fhops, 
from whence you enter into a iquare, about which there is a cloifter or piazza, and within 
are lodging-rooms and warehoutes for goods: there is alfo ftabling and conveniences 
fer hories and other beafts on the outfide, or they may be brought into the fquare and 
fallencd there, as is frequently done upon the road, more efpecially where there is 
danger of robbers. 

As to taverns, there are none at If 
fome of the Perfians will drink pretty plentifully ia private. ‘There are very handfome 
coffee-houfes in the principal parts of the town, where people meet and talk politics, 
though they have no priated papers in them, dthere we meet with fome amulements 
peculiar to the cour as the harangues of their poets, hiftorians, and priefts, who 
hold forth and get a dabout them; and it femis they expect a fmall prefent from 
thelr audience for their amufements and inftruCions 

14. ‘The buildings of the palace, with the garde belonging to it, take up above a 
league in compafs. ‘The two gates which come up to the royal meidan or iquare, are, 
one of them called alicapi, and the other, doulet cuna; over one of them is a gallery 
where the Shah ufed to fit and fee martial exercifes performed on horfeback. “No part 
nf the palace where the court refides comes up to the royal fquare ; but having entered 
the principal gate, there is a hail or court on the left hand, where the vizier and other 
judges adtinitter juftice on certain days; and on the-right are rooms where offenders 
are allowed to take fanG@tuary. From hence to the hall, where the Shah ufaally gives 
audience, is a handfome walk: it is a long room, well painted and gilded, and {np- 
ported by forty pillars ; it is divided into three parts, one a ftep higher than the other, 
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on which the great officers ftand according to their rank. As to hereditary nobility, 
there is no fuch thing in Perfia. On the third afcent is the royal throne, ratfed about 
a foot and a half above the floor, and about eight feet {quare, on which is fpread a rich 
carpet ; here the Shah fits gn it crofs-legged upon folemn occafions, having a brocade 
cufhion under him, and another at his back. . 

As to the ref of the apartments of the palace, and particularly the haram, or women’s 
apartment, neither foreigners or natives can give an exact deicription of theni, none 
being permitted to enter but the eunuchs ; but in general we are told, that they confift 
in feparate_pleafure-houfes difperfed about the gardens, much of the fame form with 
the houfes firft defcribed, and that their great beauty confifts in the fine walks, fountains, 
and cafcades about them. Beyond the gardens the Shah has a large park, walled in, 
where the ladies hunt, and take their pleafure with the Prince. In this city are above 
one hundred and fifty mofques or temples, covered with domes or cupolas, which ap- 
pearing through the trees that are planted almoft over the town, in the ftreets and 
gardens, afford a noble profpect ; but the common buildings are fo low, that they are 
hardly difcerned by one who takes a view of the town on the outfide, _ » 

All Chriftians being prohibited to enter their mofques, or even to come within their 
courts, under fevere penalties, it is not eafy to‘ineet with a particular defcription of them. 
There is a gate which leads to the great mofque covered with filver plates. Through 
this tower you proceed to a court with a piazza or cloifter on each fide, where the priefts 
lodge who belong to the mofque. Oppofite to the great gate are three large doors which 
open into it. The five ifles the mofque is compofed of are beautified with gold and 
azure. In the middle is the cupola, fupported by four great fquare pillars ; the ifles on 
the fides are lower than that in the middle, and borne upon thick columns of free-ftone ; 
two great windows towards the top of the middle ifle give light to the whole mofque ; 
on the left hand towards the middle ftands a kind of pulpit, with flone fteps to go up 
to it ; the bricks and tiles on the outfide of the building are painted with various colours, 
after the manner of Perfia, and the floor of the mofque is covered with carpets, all 
people putting off their fhoes as they enter it; there are no feats or pews as in the 
Chriftian temples, or any kind of imagery or pi€tures. The outfide is ftone, and the 
walls lined fifteen feet high with white polifhed marble ; and in the middle of the fquare, 
before the mofque, is a large bafon, where they wath themfelves before they enter the 
temple. The mofques have, moft of them, cupolas, with fteeples or towers, whither the 
mollas go up to fummon the people to their devotions, according to the Mahometan 
mode, making no ufe of bells. 

15. The numerous hummums, or bagnios, tn this city is another fubject of travellers’ 
admiration ; fome of thele are fquare buildings, but moft of them ‘globular. ‘The 
ftone of which they are built is ufually white and well polifhed ; the tops are covered 
with tiles painted blue; the infides are divided into many cells or chambers, fome for 
pleafure and others for fweating, and the floors are laid with black and white marble, 
The Perfians bathe almoft every day, looking upon it to be extremely conducive to 
health, an effe€tual remedy for cold or aches, and many other diftempers, But what 
is admired as much by foreigners as any thing about Ifpahan, is the charbag, being a 
walk above a hundred yards wide, and extending a mile in length, from the city to the 
river Zenderhood; on each fide are planted double rows of trees, and in the middie 
runs a canal, not continued upon a level, but at every furlong’s diftance the water falls 
into a large bafon and forms a cafcade, and the fides both of the canal and bafons are 
lined with hewnftone, broad enough for feveral men to walk abreaft upon them. On 
each fide of this walk are the royal gardens, and thofe of the Great men, with pleafure. 

houfes. 
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houfs, at ‘fmall diftances, and altogether form as agreeable a profpect as can be 
imagined. 

i the end of this walk is a bridge over the river Zenderhood, which leads to the 
town of Julpha ; there are alfo two other bridges, one on the right and the other to the 
left, by which the neigbouring villages have a communication with the city; and which 
mott of our travellers are pleafed to call its fuburbs, though they are diftant a mile from 
Ipahan, and on the other fide the river. Thefe bridges are taken notice of for the 
oddnefs of the architecture, for it feems on each fide, both above and below, are- 
arched paflages, through which people ride and walk from one end of the bridge to 
the other, as in the covered ftreets of the city ; and at little diftances there are openings 
to admit the light. The arches of thefe bridges are not very high, there being no vef- 
fels to pafs under them, for this river is not navigable any more than the reft of the 
Perfian ftreams. It is true, in the fpring, on the melting of the fhows on the mountains, 
it makes a pretty good appearance, but at the latter end of the fummer the channel is 
exceeding narrow and fhallow, infomuch that there is not water enough for the gardens 

@ hich belong to the city; to fupply the want whereof they have abundance of wells 
about Ifpahan, of very good water for all.domettic ufes. 

16. The town, or rather the borough, of Julpha, ftands on the fouth fide of the river 
Zenderhood ; and though there are many who fook upon it asa fuburb of Ifpahan, yet 
it certainly deferves to be confidered by itfelf, as being a very large and a very con- 
fiderable town, the buildings of which are more regular, and to the full as magnificent ° 
as thofe of Ifpakan. It is generally reckoned two miles in length, and about a mile in 
breadth, and is, beyond comparifon, taking all circumftances together, the fineft place in 
Perfia; for, with refpedt to houfes, trade, manufactures and induftry, there is nothing 
comes near it; and as to beautiful walks of trees, cooling fhades, delightful fountains, 
pleafant gardens, and magnificent fummer-houfes, they are every where to be met with. 
‘The principal inhabitants are the Armenians, and befides thele there are Georgians, 
Circaffians, Mingrelians, and other Chriftians, but no Mahometans who dwell in it. 
"The foundation of this place and the rife of the Armenians, who are now as confider- 
able merchants as any in the world, are events that deferve our notice. 

It was the famous Shah Abbas who firft took notice of the candour, affability, dili- 
gence, penetration, and integrity of the Armenians, in the management of their little 
concerns in their native country, where they were liable to the incurfions of the Per- 
fians and the Turks. He wes not only an ambitious and powerful but a very wife and 
prudent prince ; he was defirous of introducing trade into his dominions, where, till 
his reign, it was hardly known 5 and no lefs defirous of infpiring his fubjeéts with the 
fame views, who were litle acquainted therewith. In order to accomplifh thefe great and 
laudable defigns, he thought it proper to eftablith a ftaple commodity, by way of 
foundation, and for that purpofe fixed upon filk. He then tranfported twenty or 
thirty Armenians into the” province of Gilan, where they acquitted themfelves fo well, 
that in a very fhort fpace of time vaft quantities of filk were made there. Encouraged 
by this happy beginning, he demolifhed the town of Old Julpha in Armenia, as has 
been fhewn in the former fedtion, and tranfported the inhabitants into the neighbour- 
hood of Ifpahan, where, by his royal munificence, and under his powerful protection, 
they built the place of which we are now {peaking, and by his diredtion undertook to. 
diftribute all the filk that was not wrought up by Perfian manufacturers, through Afia 
and Europe, a reafonable price being firit fixed, which at their return they were obliged 
to pay, all the profit being left to themfelves ; when it was neceflary, the Shah ad. 

we vanced: 


192 A DESCRIPTION OF PERSIA. 


‘vanced them money for carrying on their commerce, but by degrees, and as they grew 
wealthy, the government no longer took any fhare in their trade. 

In this manner, from the right notions of one man, and from his juit views for the 
benefit of his fubjects, arofe all the trade of the Armenians, who are now become a 
nation of merchants, and carry on the moft extenfive dealings of any people in the 
world ; for befides their eftablifhments here, and in all the great cities of Perfia, they 
fpread over the whole Eaft, carry on a prodigious trade in Ruflia, and have factors of 
their own nation in moft of the great trading citics in Europe. In fhort, they are be- 
come as noted in this refpect as the Jews ; but what redounds eternally to their reputa- 
tion, their application to trade, and their dealings as brokers has not in the leaft leflened 
their character for candour or probity ; they are diligent, affable and difcreet, but con- 
tent with a moderate profit; ferve thofe that employ them faithfully ; are grateful to 
their benefactors; love each other as brethren, and are extremely ufeful to all the 
countries in which they are fettled. This digreflion in favour of fuch a fort of men, 
and in order to explain the prudence and public fpirit of Shah Abbas their patron, and 
fuch of his fueceffors as chofe to tread in his fteps, we thought might be agreeable to* 
the reader, though it carried us a little out of our road, to which we fhall now return, 
in order to continue the defcription we have promifed of the principal cities in Perfia, 
beforé thofe confufions began that have produced fuch fatal alterations. 

17.°The city of Shiraz, or Sheraz, as we pronounce it, lies about two hundred miles to 
the ibameudck I{fpahan, in twenty-nine degrees fifty minutes of north latitude, and is 
ufually reckoned the fecond city of the kingdom. It is the capital of the province of 
Fars, or the ancient Perfia ; fome will have the name derived trom Cyrus the Great, 
there being a tradition that he was buried there; others fay it is derived from Sherab, 
which in the Perfian tongue fignifies a grape, becaufe that fruit abounds in this piace 
and others from the word Sheer, which fignifies milk ; but as it is not very material 
from whence the name is derived, fo I believe it is impoffible to determine at this day. 
The town is {cated in a pleafant fertile valley, about twenty miles in length, and fix in 
breadth, and has a rivulet running through it, which in the fpring has the appearance 
of a large river, and fomrctimes incrcafes to fuch a torrent as to bear down the houfes 
in its way, but in the fummer is almoft dry. There are no walls about the place, nor 
does it contain above four thoufand houfes at prefent: the compals of it is reckoned 
to be about feven miles, but then it is to be confidered that much the greateft part of 
this fpace is garden. ; 

The public buildings taken notice of are the viceroy’s palace, the mofques, bagnios, 
the vaulted ftreets and caravanferais, which being of the fame model as thofe of Ifpahan, 
do not need a particular defcription here; only it is obfervable, that they let moft of 
their buildings run to ruin, as in other towns of Perfia; every generation chufing to 
build new houfes, rather than ufe thofe of their anceftors. It is remarked alfo, that 
there is no place where the Mahometan fuperttition prevails more than here, there being 
a mofque or temple to every twenty houfes almotl, their domes covered with blue var- 
nifhed tiles, make a pretty appearance among the trees ; here is alfo a college where 
ihe liberal arts are fludied, of which the fame is great for breeding many perfons of 
renowned learning. 

The ftrcets of Sheraz are for the moft part narrow and dufty, but there are fome 
broad ones with canals and bafons faced with ftone: but what Sheraz is moft remark- 
able for, is the fine gardens and vineyards about it. The cyprefs-trees, of which their 
walks are chiefly compofed, are the talleft and Jargeit that are any where to be found, 
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and grow in a pyramidal form ; intermixed with thefe are feveral broad fpreading treem, 
and all manner of fruits, as pomegranates, oranges, lemons, cherries, pears, apricots, 
dates, &c. None of thefe are planted agaift the walls, as with us, but ftand in the 
alleys, and fometimes irregularly, as in a wildernefs. They have alfo abundance of 
{weet flowers of various colours, but not planted in that regular order as in the gardens 
of Europe. Their vineyards and wines are preferable to any in Perfia, and the canals, 
cafcades, fountains, and pleafure-hovfes in their gardens, are not at all inferior to thofe 
of Ifpahan. The Shah’s garden here is no lefs than two thoufand paces fquare, and 
furrounded with a wali fourteen feet high; but of late years. the gardens, as well as 
the buildings of Sheraz, have been pretty much neglected. 

18. Thirty miles to the north-eaft of Sheraz are found the nobleft ruins of an ancient 
palace or temple, that are now to be feen on the face of the earth ; even Rome itfelf, 
as it is faid, has nothing comparable to thefe venerable remains of antiquity ; the place 
at this day is called Chilmaner, or forty pillars. Mr. Herbert fays, it was built 
upon a mountain of dark-coloured marble, and the fteps hewed out of the folid 

. rock ; but others who have viewed it more narrowly fince obferve, that the f{teps are 
compofed of large ftones, fifteeen or fixteen feet in length, and of fuch a thicknefs, 
that fix or feven f{teps are cut out of one ftone, the whole being fo artificially joined, 
that they appear to be but one piece, which might eafily occafion Mr. Herbert to mif- 
take. Itis feated at the north-eaft end of that fpacious plain where Perfepols once 
ftood, and generally held to be part of the palace of Darius, who was conquered by 
Alexander the Great. The front of this palace ftood towards the weft, and was about 
five hundred paces in length, the whole taking up near threefcore acres of ground. 
The afcent to it is by ninety-five fteps, thirty feet in length, and twenty inches broad, but 
not more than three inches deep, fo that a horfe may eafily go up or downthem. The 
ftaircafe divides as you afcend, one branch winding to the right, and the other to the 
left, each having a wall on one fide, and a marble balluftrade on the other ; afterwards 
both branches turn again, and end at a large fquare landing-place, from whence you go 
into a portico of white marble, twenty feet wide. On it are carved in bas relievo two 
beafts as big as elephants, but their bodies are like horfes, and their feet and tails like 
oxen. 

Ten feet farther ftand two fluted columns of whitifh ftone, about fixty feet high, be- 
fides their capitals and bafes, and as thick as three men can fathom ; a little farther ftand 
two other pilafters, carved like the firft, only that the beafts on the latter have wings 
and men’s heads. Beyond this portal or hall is fuch another double ftaircafe, leading 
to the upper rooms, twenty-five feet broad, but incomparably more beautiful than the 
former; for on its walls are carved in bas relief, a kind of triumph, confifting of a great 
train of people in diftinct companies, carrying fome banners, and others offerings, and 
after all comes a chariot drawn by feveral horfes, with a little altar upon it, from whence 
the flames of fire feem to afcend. On the other fide are carved wild beafts fighting, 
and among others, a lion and a bull are cut with great exattnefs, and {o hard is the 
ftone, that to this day the moft curious part of the workmanship is preferved. On 
the top of the fecond ftaircafe is a fquare place, which has been furrounded with co- 
lumns, whereof feventeen only are now ftanding, but there are a hundred pedeftals ; 
thofe that are left are of red and white marble fluted, fome of them fixty, and others 
feventy feet high, and twelve of them near three fathoms round. Thefe, fome anti- 
quaries imagine, fupported the temple of the Sun. 

On the fame floor near thofe columns is a place fifty feet {quare, enclofed with walls 
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ad fo wonderfully carved, that it would take up feveral days to view all the figures ; 
which way foever a man turns himfelf in this fecond floor, there appears figures cut in 
bas.and half relieve: Here you fee men fighting -with lions, and in another place a 
man holding a unicorn by the horn ; in a third, you fee the figures of giants, and in a 
fourth, a Prince giving audience to his people oz ambafladors; and numberlefs other 
fcenes. Here are alfo abundance of infcriptions, in lafting characters, which have been 
tranferibed and brought into Europe, but none of them underftood at this day by the 
learned, any more than they are by the people of the couniry : this glorious palace, or 
temple, with the whole city of Perfepolis, the nobleft and wealthiet then in the world, 
was burnt to the ground by Alexander the Great, about the year of the world 3724, 
at the perfuafion of Lais the Athenian harlot, as is faid, in revenge for the towns the 
Perfian Emperors had deftroyed in Greece. 

1g. In the former fection, and in this, almoft all the great cities have been defcribed 
as they ftood in time paft, and as they are reprefented to us by fuch as had feen them ; 
yet thefe Yiccounts bear but very little relation to thofe places at this day ; for in the 
courfe of the civil wars and confufions with which this empire has been overwhelmed, 
there is hardly any one of thefe cities that has efcaped. ‘Tauris has been plundered 
over and-over ; Schiras burnt to the ground; and even Spahawn has fuffered not a 
little; The port of Gambron, or Bander Abafli, has been always confidered fince the 
time ofgShah Abbas, as one of the richeft jewels of the Perfian diadem ; and, notwith- 
ftanding the badnefs of the air, and fome inconveniences that attended the port, it was 
always a place of great trade, and might have been a place of much greater trade, if 
the fucceeding: monarchs of Perfia had been princes of the like fpirit, and had conceived 
as juft notions of commerce as he did. 

By their fault it was, that the greateft part of the Perfian trade came to be carried 
on by land through Turkey, which was neither agreeable to the interefts of the Per- 
fians, nor requifite for tran{porting their commodities to Europe, for which other 
means might have been employed. But when Shah Nadir had affumed the empire, 
and by-his amazing fucceffes had acquired fo great a power, that he thought himtelf 
in no kind of danger from his neighbours, he began to entertain notions of commerce, 
which, like all his other notions, were of a ftamp peculiar to himfelf, ‘and which do noz 
feem, from any of the accounts that we have met with, to have been at all underltood 
in Europe. He faw plainly, that the Turks were prodigioufly enriched by the carry- 
ing on of the Perfiaa trade for filk through their country, and this he was refolved to 
preveat at any rare. It was with this view, that he formed a project, which we have 
more than once mentioned, of forcing a paflage to the Black Sea, and thereby opening 
a direét trade with Europe, which, with all his power, he could never effet. He then: 
turned his thoughts towards the Cafpian ;_ and having recovered the province of Gilan 
from the Ruilians, and provided effeCtually againft any impreffions they could make 
upon his territories by land, he-refolved to carry on the trade of Perfia that way, by 
the affiftance of the Armenians, and to reftore the credit of that nation, which had 
been very much funk’in Perfia,: by the vaft lofles that. had been fuftained by their 
eftablifhment at Julpha, which, in the courfe of the civil wars, has been almoft totally 
ruined. : . 

But befides thefe fchemes he had another, the grounds of which it would take up 
too much room to explain ; and, therefore, I fhall content myfelf with barely faying, 
that from certain motives, that appeared to him reafonable, he determined to remove 
the capital of Perfia, and inftead of fixing, as his. predeceflors had done, the imperial 
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empire in the province bf Chorafan, to whith perhaps he might in fome meafure be: 
aletermined by his fondnefs for his native country. He fixed there upon the town of 
Mefched, which had been formerly the capital of the province. It is to be obferved, 

that the word Metfchid fignifies, both in the Perfian and Yurkith languages, a hoafe or 

temple confecrated to the fervice of God, and it is from thence that w2 have framed 

our word Mofque. ‘lho name of this city therefore implies a preat mofque, and it was 

fo called from one of the fineft in that parg of the world, erected over the tomb of the 

Iman Riza, a great faint ; which rendered it a place frequented by pilgrims, who 

out of charity erected ‘there feveral public ftructures of great magnificence. It was 

befides famous for its manufactures of all forts, {ach as gold and filver brocades, 

tapeftry, rich filks, and woollen ftuif, as beautiful and as dear as filks; there was be- 

fides a manufacture of earthenware, which was looked upon as thé beft in Afia, on 

this fige China; fo that an age ago this city for mofques, public baths, caravanferais, 

bazars, and other public ftrutures, was not in the leat inferior to any city in Perfias 

but the Ufbeck Tartars had fo totally deftroyed it, that it made but a very indiiferent 

figure when the Shah Nadir made choice of it for the feat of his empire. 

The city of Mefched is fituated in the latitude of thirty-five degrees twenty minutes 
north upon a fall ftream that falls into the river Kurgan, which feparates the province 
of Chorafan from Aftarabat ; and it may be very truly affirmed, that a happier. fituation, 
there is not in the world. ‘The air is extremely mild and temperate, the ‘foil-gbout it 
wonderfully fruitful, and while it continues the capital of the empire, there is no doubt 
that the Tartars will be kept ata fufficient diftance. While Shah Nadir was‘employed 
in his expedition again{t the Mogul, his eldeft fon Riza Kuli Mirza refided there with 
the title and authority of Shah of Perfia ; by his care ipe city was rebuilt and reftored 
to its ancient luftre, and fuch privileges granted tothe inhabitants, as not only came up to 
but exceeded thofe that former Shahs had granted to the people of Ifpahan. -‘Phis young 
Prince was not contented with barely attending to the civil zovernment of the’empire, 
he was defirious of difplaying alfo his military capacity, which induced him to attack the 
Khan of Balkh, the fovereign of the fouthern part of Great Bucharia $ which country, 
together with its capital, he reduced, and thereby gained not only an acceflion of terri- 
tory, but one of the greateft and belt cities in thofe parts, Balkh having been, for feveral 
ages, the center of the commerce carried on by land to and from the Indies. 

By this eftablifhment, and thefe conquefts, the face of affairs in Perfia is abfolutely 
changed, and this is a thing that has not hitherto been fufficiently confidered. t is 
poffible, and, indeed, itis probable, that the fouthern provinces of the Perfian empire 
will {uffer extremely by this alteration ; and it is not altogether unlikely, that if a civil 
war arifes from the death of the late Shah, a new principality may be ereéted in. the 
fouthern parts, of which Spahawn, or fome other great city, may become the capital ; 
but fill Mefched will, in all probability, remain the feat of the Perfian empire, and the 
monarchs who govern there will extend their conquefts northwards, through countries 
formerly indeed dependent upon the Perfians, but which have been for many ages in 
the hands ofthe Tartars; and if this fhould be the cafe, we muft confider ourfelves . 
extremely happy in having fet on foot a trade through Ruiffia into Perfia by the Caf. 
pian Sea; by which the moft lucrative part of the commerce of that empire will fall 
into our hands, and may be juftly efteemed the fruits of our- great naval power, and 
the effects of fending our fquadrons into the Baltic, which gave the court of Peterf 
burg fuch an impreffion of our power to affift or diftrefs them, as it is our intereft to 
take care that time fhould never efface. ; , 
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20, We promifed to fay fomewhat of the ancient and prefent ftate of the country 
and people of Perfia, confidered in a comparative light, and we will endeavour to exe- 
cute this as faccinily as poffible. The learned Dr. Hyde wrote an admirable treatife 
in Latin, of the religion of the ancient Perfians ; a work equally curious and ufeful, and 
which, notwithftanding, was fo ill received by the public, that the Doétor boiled his tea- 
kettle with the greateft part of the impreffion, which has made it fo fearce, that from its 
natural price of ten fhillings, or lefs, it is nqw fold for two guineas ; and even at that 
pee will not be efteemed dear by fuch as can judge-of its real value. It is from this 

earned book that we are informed of what we fhould otherwife never have known, 
that the ancient Perfians, on whom the Greeks beftowed the name of Barbarians, were 
in reality the beft governed, the politeft, and the moft civilized nation upon the face of 
the earth. Their religion was far more incorrupt than thofe of Egypt, Greece, or 
Rome, for they worfhipped only one God ; and though they were over-run withfuper- 
ftition, they never degenerated into atheifm or idolatry. ‘The common people were, 
from principle, extremely induftrious ; they cultivated’ their country with the utmoft 
care, infomuch that thofe diftri€s that are now fandy defarts were then perfeét gar= 
dens ; and many rich and populous cities were feated in places that at this day are 
wafte and’ howling wildernefles. Yet there even {till remain clear and indifputable’ 
pos of the truth’of what this learned gentleman has afferted, and thefe are of two 

inds ; Firft, The ruins and remains of this ancient magnificence, which even the iron, 
teeth of Time have not been able to deftroy, as appears from what the reader has been 
told of Perfepolis; and next, from the temper and difpofition of that remnant of the 
ancient Perfees, Gubers, Gaurs, or fire-worfhippers, that are {till left in this country 
and in India, and who are, beyond all controverfy, the moft quiet, induftrious, and 
moft inoffenfive nation, if we may yet ftyle them fo, on the face of the globe. The 
feat of their prefent habitations is the wildeft and worft part of the province of Kerman, 
and yet even there the fmall diftri@s they poffefs, appear a kind of paradife in com- 
parifon of the country about ; and by them thofe woollen ftuffs are wrought, which 
the modern Perfians, from a true principle of luxury, think too good for any body’s 
wear but their own, and therefore never fuffer them to be carried out of their 
dominions, 

As for thefe people, it is no wonder that they have brought the fame difcredit upon 
the large and fruitful provinces they inhabit, that the Turks have done upon the land of 
Canaan ; and, indeed, it is the genius of the Mahometan religion to deface all marks 
of former improvements, as well as to receive no benefit from fuch examples. The 
wars, by which this empire has been continually wafted fince it fell into the hands of 
its prefent poffeffors, has contributed not a little to thin it of people ; fo that now there 
are not above a twentieth part of the people in Perfia that there were at the time that 
Alexander invaded it. Befides this, there are feveral nations {cattered up and down it, 
that are rather vaffals than {ubjeéts to the Shahs, and live after the manner of the Tar- 
tars in their tents.. The want of a fettled nobility, and the little fecurity that the people 
in general have for their fortunes, is another great obftacle to the cultivating their 
lands, and the improvement of their cities. We may add to this, the revolutions and 
civil wars which have been fo frequent in Perfia ; as alfo the incurfions of the Tartars 
and other barbarous nations, from which they are hardly ever free. As to the lazinefs 
and luxury of the Perfians, though it is in one fenfe a caufe of the wide diffgrence bee 
tween the paft and prefent {tate of their empire, yet confidered in another ight, it is 
the fource of what litte commerce they have ; for as they are not willing to work 
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themfelves, they are very ready to let other nations dwell amongift them ; and provided 
they reap the fruits of their induftry, treat them fairly and civilly enough, without any 
mixture of that haughty, infolent and unbridled temper which is-fo hateful and fo into- 
lerable among the Turks. Befides, as they fpend without the leaft confideration all they 
get, this occafions a quick circulation of money, fo that the -Armenians, Indians, and 
other foreigners that live amongft them, pick up a tolerable livelihood, and are not 
impofed upon and oppreffed as in the territories of the Grand Signior. 

It is the want of people that makes a great part of Perfia lie walte and barren; and 
the natural fertility of the country is another caufe of this, for even the few parts 
that are now cultivated produce much more than is neceffary for the fubfiltence of its in- 
habitants ; and it is from thence that their trade and their riches arife ; for fince there are 
no mines now wrought in Perfia, what goid and filver they have comes into. that 
country by the purchafe of their filks, and other rich commodities; whence the reader 
will eafily difcern how powerful and how happy the people might be under a fettled 
government, that paid fome tolerable refpect to the welfare of its fubjeéts; but. after 
all, this is hardly to be hoped for while in the hands of the Mahometans, who, on the 
one hand, are very little inclined to any kind of induftry themfelves, and, on the other, 
are very apt to be jealous of their Chriftian fubjets thriving, though they are the better 
for it. While the Ruffians were mafters of Gilan, which was but for a-very hort {pace, 
the inhabitants were fo fenfible of the change, that there was nothing they dreaded fo 
much as returning again under the dominion of their old mafters; and when this ac- 
tually happened, great numbers of them quitted their habitations, and retired into the 
neighbouring parts of Georgia, Dageftan and Armenia, that they might avoid falling 
under the yoke of Thamas Kuli Kan, notwithftanding that was as light, at leaft in time 
of peace, as any of the former Shahs. 

21. It is to very little purpofe that we increafe the ftock of our knowledge by read- 
ing, unlefs we enable ourfelves to. make fome ufe of it by reflection; as a trader does 
not thrive by having his warehoufes ftocked with goods, but by his knowmg where and 
how to carry them to market. We fee plainly from the defcription of the Perfian em. 
pire, at the beginning of this fetion, that in point of territory the Shah’s of Perfia are 
very little inferior to any of the great monarchs in the univerfe ; but we know experi- 
mentally, that for all this the princes of this country, from the time of Shah Abbas, 
have made but a very indifferent figure, and are not like to make: a better in time to 
come. This fhews us the terrible effects of arbitrary power, a thing altogether infup- 
portable; but from the wifdom of fome great princes, who by diffembling and letting 
it down, preferve it. Shah Nadir had this in his will, but never in his power; he had 
acquired his authority by being at the head of an army, and he found it impoffible to 
fuftain it any other way than by remaining at the head of it; for he neither durft dif- 
band his troops, nor could he truft them any longer than they were employed ; this 
was the true reafon of his Indian expedition, and this muft be the cafe till fuch time as. 
the army by which he attained his fovereignty is in fome meafure worn out, and then, 
perhaps, the feeblenefs of the ftate may draw upon it foreign invafions. 

If either the extent or the quality of countries could make princes eafy or happy, the 
fovereigns of Perfia might be fo without making flaves of their fubjects or difturbing 
their neighbours. We may from hence alfo dileover the value of right principles with 
regard to igduftry and commerce, which always include due refpect to liberty and prox 
perty, without which the former can never fubfift, and the latter can never be attained. 
If we could with any probability fuppole that a well-conftituted government could take 
niare and he tharanchly eftahlifhed in Perfia. it ie wery evident. that in the foace of 4 
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century, not only the affairs, but the very face of the country would be changed; their 
great cities would be repeopled, the trade through Perfia to India and ‘Tartary would be 
revived, their filk-works and manufactures would be reftored, and multitudes of people 
.would flock into all their provinces for the fake of that plenty which, in fuch a fituation 
of things, they would be {ure to enjoy. But as this fuppofition is on the one hand ims 
probable, fo, on the other, it is very evident that for this very reafon the Perfian mo- 
narchy muft, for a long feries of years, continue broken and weak ; for it is by com- 
merce only that the people of that country can become formidable; for while, on the 
one fide, they want a naval power to maintain the fovereignty of the Cafpian Sea, .to 
which they pretend, and, on the other hand, to have no fortreffes of great ftrength to 
fecure their frontiers againft the Ufbeck Tartars on the north, and the Turks on the 
weit, they will always be in danger from both thofe neighbours. 

Thefe things are fo plain that they cannot be denied or doubted. The fingle infers 
ence I would draw from this is, that fo far as human forefight reaches there fecms to 
be a difpofition in Providence to overturn the Mahometan powers every where ; for if 

‘we compare the prefent fate of things with the paft, we cannot help feeing that they 
are much in the fame fituation that the Greeks were at the time their empire began to 
decline ; and though it may be fome centuries before their total deftruction comes on, 
yet we muft fhut our eyes againft evidence if we are not convinced that it is coming. 
‘We mutt indeed allow that there are fome vifionary people here in Europe who appre- 
hended mighty things from the Shah Nadir, and believed that he would overwhelm the 
Turkith empire; but there was no kind of reafon for this, except the known weaknefs 
of that empire ; and if it were not for this, we might with more reafon expeét that the 
Turks, at this junure, fhould make fome impreffion upon Perfia, which however I 
am perfuaded will not happen. But if the feuds of Chriftian princes were once laid 
alleep, there is no improbability in the conjeéture, that the Ruffians might make them- 

~ felves. matters, at leaft, of fome of the provinces of this empire which lie neareft to the 
Cafpian Sea; and, whenever it fhall happen, it may prove a beginning to much greater 
revolutions, fince there are multitudes of Chriftians in the adjacent countries, who are 
either of. the Greek religion or very little removed from it; and if their fpirits fhould 
once revive, the weaknefs of the Mahometans, both here and elfewhere, would be 
quickly feen. 1 know very well how little heed the prefent generation will give to re- 
marks of this nature ; but I flatter myfelf, that how weak or how impertinent -foever 
they may be now efteemed, experience will juftify them to pofterity. 
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OF THE 
DISPOSITION AND TEMPER OF THE PERSIANS, 


Yheir Perfona, Habits, Manner of Living, their Artificers and Mechanics, the Refpe& paid to Mer- 
chants, the Method in which their Inland Trade is carried on, the paft and prefent State of the Englith 
Commerce, and other Particulars ; together with fome curious Obfervations on the Naturé of the Silk - 
Trade, and a Computation of the annual Balance in favour of Perfia. 


Colle&ed as well from Private Memoirs, as from Accounts that have been publifaed. 





1. An Introduétory Account of the Subject of this Seétion, the Difficulty of Drawing Nas - 
tional CharaGters, the likelieft Way of coming at the Truth, the general Temper, Difpo- 

JSition and Genius of the msdern Perfians. —2. Of their Perfons, Drefs, great Value of — 
their Turbans, and of the Magnificence and Profufion into which all Ranks of People 
are apt to run in that Country, in every Thing that regards Appearance and Equi- 
page. —3. Of the Women’s Habits, their Painting, their Head-dreffes ufually adorned 
with Feathers, frequently fet out with Jewels, and more efpecially with Pearls, which 
were efteemed the beft in the World, fo long as the Perfians were poffefied of the Ifland 
~ of Baharen. — 4. The manner of living in Perfia, the Method of eating and drinking, 
their Cuftoms at their Meals, the commonnefs of Cooks-Shops and Ordinaries among ft 
them, and of the open and general Hofpitality in Perfiar— 5. A View of their Enters 
tainments, the Ceremonies and Civilities that pafs upon fuch Occafions, their laudable 
Temperance and great Sobriety. and of the Manner in whith, by the Ufe of Opiunt, they 
Supply their Want of Jftrong Liquors. ~ 6. The Manner of Travelling in Perfia, the 
Nature of Caravans, how they fupply the Want of Wheel-Carriages, of their Foot-Pofts, 
and of the wonderful Swiftne/s of their Shatirs or Running-Footmen.— 7. Of their 
Artificers and Mechanics of all Sorts, the Neatnefs of fone and the Inexpertnefs of 
other Workmen, and of the Nature of their Companies, and the Rules by which they are 
governed. — 8. Of the Silken, Woolicn, and Mchair Manufactures that are carried on 
in this Empire, the Management of their Domeftic Traffic, the great Ufe of Brokers ; 

the Manner in which their Foreign Trade is carried on, and the Reafons that hinder ~ 
Mabometans from becoming Merchants ; with fome political Remarks upon that Subs 
jet. — 9. The Nature of the Englifh Trade in Perfia, the Meafures, Weights, Money, 
generally ufed in that Country and the Altcrations that have happened by the Removal 
of the Capital from Ypahan to Mefehed. — 10. A fuccin& View of the feveral Routes 
by which Foreign Commodities are introduced into Perfia, with a clear View of the Ade 
vantages arifing from the new Trade to that Empire, through Rufiaw—11. A fhort 
Reprefentation of the Value of Silk, confidered as the Staple Commodity of Perfia, and of 
the Advantages that would refult to this Nation by the goint Endeavours of the Ruffian, 
Levant, and Eaft India Companies, to import Perfi# and China Silks on the cheapeft 

Terms poffible. 


Ty FTER taking a view of the country of Perfia, and its produG of all kinds, it is 
A very natural for us to come next to the inhabitants, for whofe fake the other 
defcription, was held neceflary, and made intirely with a view to render this moge clear 
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and intelligible. It muft indeed be owned, that there is fomething very difficult and 
hazardous in attempting to charaéterife a whole nation, and nothing is more common 
than inftances even of great authors falling into miftakes on this head; yet as the thing 
is neceflary, io it is alfo very feafible; nations certainly have their characters as well as 
private men, and thefe are frequently hit, though to be fure fometimes they. are mif+ 
taken. : 

The means of hitting them, is to obferve carefully the points in which all travellers 
agree, for thefe, without doubt, are founded in truth and nature; when a fufficient 
number of thefe are fixed, they will ferve to guide you in the reft, for the humours of 
men, though of feveral forts, and vaftly different from each other, yet have a connection 
among themfelves, that is to fay, one humour afforts with and joins eafily with another, 
while there are fome humours that never come together, or are found in the fame 
breafts. That there really is fuch a thing as national characters appears from hence, 
that the inhabitants of the fame country, through a great diverfity of ages, and de. 
{cribed by authors of various difpofitions, keep pretty nearly the fame charatter 5 of 
this the defcription of the people of Paris, by the Emperor Julian, is a remarkable ine 
ftance, and others might be mentioned, if that before us were not as good a one as any 
of the reft; for whoever confiders attentively what is faid of the temper, genius and 
cuftoms of the Perfians, independent of their religion and government, by the Greek. 
and Latin writers, and compares thefe with the writings of modern travellers, will be 
amazed to fee what a conformity there is between them, and be from thence convinced 
that national characters are nothing lefs than imaginary. But to come to the point, and 
to that defcription which will juftify this obfervation, at the fame time that it carries on 
the thread oe our difcourfe, and performs the proper bufinefs of this fection, 

The Perfians are men of bright parts, and abundance of vivacity, fond of glory, and 
known to excel their neighbours of India in point of courage, infomuch that the Mogul 
prefers them to the greateft pofts both in his court and army; and as they were ob- 
ferved anciently to be of all men the moft civil and obliging, they retain the fame dif 
pofition to this day, efpecially towards foreigners, who admire their hofpitality and 
benevolence; they are far from being guilty of that brutifh behaviour towards Chrif- 
tians as the Turks are; what they feem to be moft juftly and univerfally charged with, 
is vanity and profufion in their cloaths, their equipages and number of fervants; as to 
voluptuoufnels in eating and drinking, this does not appear to be their vice, at leaft we 
are much more guilty of it in Europe; for the greateft part of their food is rice, fruits, 
and garden ftuff; they have not any great variety of flefh, neither have they many 
ways of dreffing it; pilo feems to be the ftanding difh, even among thofe of the belt 
quality. And as for ftrong liquors, though they drink them now and then by ftealth, 
drunkennefs is. very far from being. common; liquor is never forced, and every man 
may retire from an entertainment without ceremony when he fees fit, without a breach 
of good manners. oe aoe . 

No people have a greater genius for poetry, infomuch that there is not a feftival or 
entertainment made but a poet is introduced and defired to oblige the company with his 
compofitions ; and thefe gentlemen are often found with a crowd about them in coffee- 
houfes, and other places of public refort. ‘The Perfians are by fome looked upon to 
be very covetous; but by this they muft mean covetous in getting, for as to hoarding 
up money they are generally abfolved. They only get that they may fpend, and when 
they have furnifhed themfelves with an equipage, houfe and gardens fuitable to their 
mind, they rather lay out their money in building caravanferais, mofques, and on other 
en. than let it He by them. infomuch that fome travellers obferve that there 
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. OF THE INHABITANTS OF, PERSIA. ” Fox 


‘are no people in the world that take lefs thought for to-morrow. “A man who happens ~ 
to have eight or ten thoufand pounds fall to him, fhall in a few weeks lay it out in pur-\: 
chafing wives and flaves, clothing and furniture, without confidering where he thall 
meet a fupply, and in two or three months after you will fee him dilpofing of them 
again for fubfiftence. Thefe people, it is obferved, have a great command of their 
pailions; they are not eafily moved, ‘and when they are, it proceeds very feldom to.” 
blows. ‘The quarrel generally ends in ill language, and perhaps fome hearty curfes ; 
and to fum up all, they call one another Jews or Chriftians. They are of a very in- 

“finuating addrefs, anda moft obliging behaviour; few European nations are more 
olite. : ‘ 

2. The Perfians are generally of a good ftature, well fhaped, clean limbed, and of 
agreeable features, and, in Georgia and the northern provinces, of an admirable com-' 
plexion; towards the fouth they are a little upon the olive. However, the great men 
having had their wives atid’ concubines chiefly from Georgia and Circaffia, tor a hun-" 
“dred years palt, their complexions are very much mended even in. the fouthern pro- 
‘vinces. ‘Their eyes and their hair are generally black, and they wear only one lock 
on the crown of their heads, like other Mahometans, by which they expect Mahomet 
“will lift them up to Paradife.  “ ; “as, Sas : 

As to their beards, the Shah and the great officers of ftate, and foldiery, wear only : 
zlong whifkers on the upper lip, which, joined toa tuft of hair on the upper part of their 
cheeks, grow to a very enormous fize, infomuch that fome of them, it is faid, are near 
“half a. foot long. Their mollahs and religious people wear their beards long, only 

clipping them into form, and the common people clip their beards pretty fhort, but: 
none of the Perfians fuffer any hair to grow upon their bodies. ‘They wear large tur- 
bans on their heads, fome white, and others flriped with red or other colours, and the 
great men have flowers of gold and filver' woven or marked on the cloth, ‘They have’ 
alfo a fcull-cap under their turban, and all together does not weigh lefs than feven ory 
eight pounds, fometimes a great deal more. Next to their fkins they wear a fhirt of 
coloured filk or calico, generally blue, which they feldom or never wafh; this fhirt has 
an open bofom, but neither neck nor wriftbands, and is made clofe to the arm; they 
have alfo a pair of breeches, or rather drawers, clofe before, they reach half down 
their legs; their ftockings are made of woollen cloth, but not at all fhaped to the leg 3 
over the fhirt they wear a waiftcoat, and upon thefe a coat with clofe fleeves, and but- 
tons and loops before, tied with a fath; this is wide at bottom, and hangs a little below 
their knecs; befides this, they put on another coat frequently, without fleeves, the 
uppermott coat being the fhorteft, and in the winter time over all they have another 

+ Joofe coat lined with furs: inftead of fhoes they have piqued flippers, turned up at the 

toes, and made of Turkey leather, which are neither tied nor buckled, and when they 

ride they have boots of yellow leather; their bridle,, faddles and houfing are immo- 
derately fine, being almoft covered with gold; the houfing is fo large that it almof 

hides the hinder part of the horfe, and whether on foot or on horfeback they wear a 

broad fword, and a crice or poniard. Their ladies have alfo a dagger at their fides, 

efpecially thofe of high rank. a a ec - ; ; 
3. Uhe garb of the women is not very different from that of the men, exccpt it 

. be that the women neither wear turbans on their heads, nor fafhes about their 

_ waifts, and their coats or vefts reach almoft down to their heels. If ever they go into 
the ftreets, which women of quality feldom do, they have a white veil which covers them 

"from head to foot. . The girls wear a ftiffened.cap upon their heads, turned up like a 

VOL. IX, ©: DD a hunting- 
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hunting-cap, with a heron’s feather in it, their hair being made up in treffes, and falling. 
down their backs to a very great length, and the quality have pearls and jewels-inter-. 
woven and mixed’ with their hair. The married women comb their hair back, and. 
having bound it about with a broad ribbon, or rich tiara, fet with jewels, which looks 
like a coronet, let the reft of their hair fall gracefully down their fhoulders,. than which} 
there cannot be a more becoming drefs. - As for gloves, neither men nor women. ever _ 
wear them, but their arms and fingers are ufually full of rings and bracelets enriched’ 
with jewels. Pag ae : : Be ogg SERGE eat * 
“As black hair is the moft*common, fo it isin moft efteem, and the thicket and 
broadeft eye-brows ate thouglit the fineft ; the women, if their eye-brows bé-stor*black, ~ 
will colour them, and commonly paint their-faces;. they rub their hands and feet with 
an orange-coloured pornatum. Some will have feathers ftand upright. in.their-tiaras 
and others have a ftring of :péarls of- precious ftones faftened to it, which hangs ry 
between their eye-brows; they wear alfo. jewels in their ears, and rows of pearls falk : 
down their temples as low ‘as the-neck, and in fome provinces bordering on India, they: 
have jewels in their noftrils, which to the Europeansdo not feem very beconiing, {6x. 
_hanging down to the mouth it makes them look as if they had hare-lips, but the ladies 
“of Hfpahan never wear 'thefe nofe-jewels. Their necklaces: are either gold or pearl s 
they fll upon the bofom, and there always hangs a little goldengbox to them, filled 
with moft-reviving perfumes. ah Sot 
As their clothes are of ‘the richeft flowered and brocaded filks, it appears that. theiz- 
dref§ is fio incohfiderable article in Perfia, where people of mean fortunes endeayout:ta. - 
vie with the quality, and will have fine clothes though they want food. ...An,ordinary 
turban cannot be purchafed: under ten pounds, and they frequently give ce "ag 
much ; and they muft have variety of them, left they fhould be known by their ¢lothes. 
Their fathes alfo are brocaded, and coft from twenty to a hundred crowns; :arid- ovéy 
this they have frequently another of camel’s hair, of which the workmatthip.is-fo: cus 
rious that it feldom cofts lefs, Thofe who wearfables, which they will not'be without 
if ‘they can purchafe them, feldom pay-lefs than a hundred pounds for .a-clofé bodied: 
coat; all this, with the rich furniture and equipage they have when they~ride “owt 
amounts to a vaft fum; and this, as it well may, keeps them exceeding poor. . ‘The 
eommon mode of living is thus: : eR ha 
4: Early. in the morning they ‘ufually drink a-dith of. coffee. About eleven.they go. 
to dinrier, when they. eat melons, fweetitiedty, ‘fruity cheele, -curds-or-milky-but their: 
principal meal is inthe evening, when you may depend ‘on a dith of pilo, 
rice'wéll buttered, and feafoned with a fowl, a piete’of mutton or kid‘fervéd:up with 
it: they have an excellent way of boiling their rice all over the-Eaft, the ‘water-is-pers 
feétly dried away, by- that time the rice is enough, after which they feafon it with {pices, 
and mix faffron or turmerick with it, giving it a yellow, or what other colour they thiak 
fit; but there is very little variety either'in. their food or way of. drefling it.; if they 
have a large joint, it is baked inftead of being roafted, but their ufual way is.to-cut their 
fleth into little flices, and {pitting or {kewering them together, roaft them ‘over.a charcoal. 
fire, and whether they boil or roaft, it is always done to rags, or it would be impoffible 
to pull the meat to pieces with their hands, as they do without knives or forks. : Pott 
ignever eaten here any more than veal, nor do they eat hares or other: animals pro+ 
hibited to the Jews, beef but feldom; they do not deal much in venifon, fith’or. wild. 
fowl, they drefs. only plain difhes, being ftrangers .to hafhes, ragoutszand other © 
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they have baked in thin cakes the moment they ufe it, but eat much more rice. They. 
ufe no -beaten pepper, only whole, and not abundance of falt in their feafoning, 
nor is there any brought to table: meat is never falted before it is dreffed. They 
ufually kill their meat and fowls the fame day they ufe them, and fet by nothing to be 
eaten cold. : 

They fit down crofs-legged at their meals, and a cloth is fpread upon the carpet. 
Then one of the perfons who has the provifion before him, diftributes rice and flefh to 
the company. They ufe no fpoons, except for foup and liquids, but take up their rice 
by handfuls. They feldom fit above half an hour at table. They wath both before 
and after their meals, making ufe of their handkerchiefs inftead of a towel. The com- 
mon ‘people of Ifpahan feldom drefs their vi€tuals at home, but when they have fhut up 
their thops of-an evening, go ftraight to the cooks, of which there are great numbers in. 
that city, and buy pilo for their families. The cooks have kettles or coppers fixed in 
brick-work in their fhops, and ftoves, over whieh they drefs moft of their meat, making 
fearce any ufe of chimnies. It is remarkable of the Perfians, that they are fo far from 
fhutting their doors at their meals, that they invite every one to eat with them who 
happens to come to their houfes. he 

.§ When.a perfon makes an entertainment, it is ufually a fupper, notwithftanding 
which the guefts geyerally come at nine or ten in the morning, and fpend the whole 
time at the place to a | they are invited. They difcourfe, they fmoke, eat fweet- 
meats, and pafs away the time with a thoufand amufements ; fometimes they hear poems ” 
xepeated in honour of their prince, fometimes the finging women are introduced, who. 
fing, and dance, and play and fhow antic tricks to divert the company ;, and if any one 
of the guefts are-difpofed to withdraw with any of thefe dancing-girls, they are fhewn 
into a private room, and when they return nobody takes any notice of ir. When {ippex 
is ferved up, the fon, or fome relation of the mafter of the houfe, takes the honours of 
the feaft upon him, and helps the guefts to their meat. 

They. generally provide variety of fherbets on thefe occafions, their ufual drink being 
nothing but fair water, and even this, it feems, they drink with ice; it is the employ- 
ment therefore of abundance of people about Ifpahan, in the winter-feafon, to heap up 
vat quantities of ice together, and keep it in repofitories under ground all the fum- 
mer, when they fell it to great advantage. Wine is made in feveral provinces of Perfia;., 
but the Armenians and other Chriftians drink the greateft fhare of it. The officers 
will indeed fometimes indulge thegnfelves in this liquor, and other people drink it as 
they pretend for their health, but that is not common; much the greateft part of it is 
either tranfported to the-neighbouring countries, or drank by the Chriftians who are 
difperfed through the Perfian dominions. : : 

But thofe who abftain from wine out of confcience, becaufe it is prohibited by law, 
xaife their fpirits with opium, bang, poppy-feed, and other intoxicating ingredients, 
The Perfians, like other eaftern nations, take pills of opium, which fome of them gra- 
dually increafe to fuch a dofe as would deftroy half a dozen Europeans. Within an 
hour after they have taken the pill it begins to operate, and a thoufant pleafant {cenes 
prefent therfelyes to their imagination; they laugh and fing, and fay abundance of hu- 

_ -morous things like men intoxicated with wine ; but after the effet of it is gone off, they 
find their {pirits exhaufted, and grow penfive and melancholy till they repeat the dofe 
again ; and {ome make it fo neceflary to themhat they cannot-live without it. There 
as alin a decostion of the feed of vonnies. fold in moft cities of Perfia..and in thefe houfes 
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they keep to the letter of the law, and abftain from wine, it is no matter how much they 
diforder themfelves, they think they fhall never be accountable for that. i 

6. There are no wheel-carriages in this country, but all people travel upon camels, 
horfes, mules or affes. ‘The women, who are to be concealed as much as poiflible, are 
put into a {quare wooden machine, of which they hang one on each fide of a camel ; 
they are about three feet deep, and juft large enough for one to fit down in, and over 
head are three or four hoops like thofe which fuppert the tilt of a waggon, with acloth 
thrown over them. Their affes are much larger and nimbler than ours, and will trot 
ten miles at a pretty good rate, but they are very obftinate, and frequently. throw their 
riders. People ufually travel in this country with the caravan, confifting of four or five 
hundred camels, befides other beafts, and there is no place where they travel with greater 
fecurity and lefs expence; there being caravanferais at proper diftances, where they 
have their lodging gratis, and purchafe proyifion at the beft hand; and though the 
roads are frequently fteep and mountainous, yet fuch care is taken in laying bridges 
and caufeways, and to level and enlarge tke ways, that a traveller feldom meets with. 
any. difficulties but what are eafily furmounted. . 

Here aresno gegeral pofts, but if any perfon has letters to fend, he difpatches 4 fhatir 
or footman with them on purpofe, who will travel a thoufand miles in eighteen or 
tweitty days, and not afk more than twenty pence or two hhillings a day for his trouble :. 
they carry-with them a bottle of water, and a little bag of provifion, which ferves them. . 
thirty or forty hours: they generally leave the high road, and crofs over the country 
‘the neareft way. ‘There area great many families which make this their only emplpy- 
anent, and breed their children up to it, obliging them to run from. their infancy...“ 

The Shah and all the great men have feveral of thefe fhatirs or footmen in'their re- 
‘tinuay.bus before a man can be admitted one of the imperial footmen, dhe mult. give a: ” 
very extraordinary proof that he does not want heels or breath; for he mult ruin from 
the great gate of the palace, called Aly Capi, to a place a league and a half from the-- 
city, twelve times in one day, and every time bring an arrow along with him, which is. 
delivered ‘him. by thofe who ftand at the end of the race, to fhew that he has run the- 
whole courfe ; and this he performs, between fun-rife and fun-fet, in thirteen or fourteen: 
hours at moft, being no lefs than a hundred and eight miles. It is always fome fa~ 

evourite fervant of the Shah’s who is admitted to this honour. On the day of trial the 
elephants and horfemen are drawn up in the royal fquare, with the mufic, drams and. 
trumpets founding, .and as if it-was a feftival.. Ailghe great men make prefehts to the: 
fhatir, and feveral of them ride the courfe with him to. ingratiate themfelves with. the: 
Shah; and the mob attend him every time he returns with their fhouts and acclama- 
tions. The chams and viceroys who admit a fhatir inte their fervice, make him run. 
the fame number of miles, and they are carefled and prefented by all their dependents 
in the fame manner the royal fhatirs are, though not. fo largely ; for it is a very com- 
mon thing to fee the Shah’s thatir prefented with above a thoufand pounds on fuch an 
eccafion. This is a very ftrong mark of the fpirit of this nation, and of that difpofition. 
they have to difplay their generofity, fometimes at the expence of juftice, but without 
regard to prudence always. ig ‘ 

7. With refped to their artificers, manufacturers and common tradefmen, the regu- 
lations that are made in this country are extremely well-contrived, for every company 
has a head or mafter, who with a {mall number of his brethren, form a kind of council, 
and fettle fuch rules and orders, for the general benefit of fuch as are enpaged-in: the 
particular branch: of trade he fuperintends, as to him and them feem requifite. Whreyer 
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fntends to fet up a trade, goes to the mafter and regifters his name and abode, and-no en-- 
quiry is made who was his mafter, or whether he underftands the bufinefs or not; nor 
is there any reftraint laid upon them that they fhall not encroach upon any other pro- 
feflion ;, for inftance, the braziers are at liberty to make filver veffels, as they frequently 
do, without being in danger of any difturbance from the filverfmiths. Neither do they 
take apprenticés for a number of years, but hire their fervants, and allow them wages: 
from the firft day. they entertain them. Every trade almoft is bound to work for the 
Shah whenever he requires it, and thofe who are not, pay an annual tax to the govern- 
ment for an exemption. ; : 

‘(heir armourers make very good broad {word blades, and damafk them as well as 
any European. The barrels of their fire-arms are not amifs, they make them very 
firong, and as thick at the muzzle as at the breech. ‘Their ftocks are but ill contrived, 
being thin and light at the butt, and not fit for a man’s fhoulder ; and for locks to 
their guns, or any other locks that have fprings, they do not pretend to make them 
any more than watches or clocks, which they either purchafe abroad, or employ Eu-- 
ropean workmen to make for them. Knives, razors, {ciffars and fome other cutlery 
wares they make very well, and little {tel mirrors, which they ufe.inftead of looking- 
glaffes ; they are glmoft all convex, and the air is fo perfectly dry, that they feldom 

 ruft.or grow dull: The art of making looking-glaffes they db not underftand, but 
Rave them from Europe. However, they have a manufatture of glafs, which-ferves. 
for. windows and bottles. The glals of Shiraz is the beft inthe country. © 
As the ufe of the bow is what the Perfians value themfelves much upon, there are 
no where better bows made; the chief materials are wood and horn, with finews bound: 
about them ; they are painted and varnifhed, and made as fine as poffibles. The bow- 
ftring is of twifted filk, of the bignefs of a goofe-quill ; their quivers of leather, em- 
broidered or worked with filk. This is a trade they are as well. verfed in as. any. thing, 
efpecially the gold or filver embroidery, either on cloth, filk or leather. They cover 
their faddles and houfings almoft with embroidery, and their ftitching of the leather is 
much beyond any thing we do, Their faddles are made after the Morocco model, and 
the firrups mighty fhort ;. they have a kind of breaft-plate to them, and where we ule: 
braffes about our furniture, their men of quality have gold.. The leather which we 
call ‘T'urkey leathay, from. its coming to us through that country, is all made in Perfia, 
The fhagreen alfo comes from thence, which is made of the fkin of an afs’s rump. 
The tanners drefs their coarfe kins with lime, and ufe no bark, but falt and galls in- 
ftead of it. . 

The making earthen ware is another manufaéture the Perfians excel in; it is much 
beyond the Dutch, and fome fay almoft equal to china ware. The places where it is 
chiefly made, are, Shiraz, Metfch, Yefd, and at Kerman:. and mending of glafs and 
earthen ware, is.a particular trade-in Perfia;: they will drill holes through them, and 
faften the pieces together, fo that a.broken bowl or plate will hold liquids, as well-as 
it did at firft. Their gold wire drawers; and thread-twifters are artifts alfo in their way ; 
they will draw a piece weighing a drachm, to the length of three hundred Perfian ell:. 
‘Their lapidaries underftand the grinding of foft ftones, and.cutting them pretty weil. 
‘Their dying is preferred to any thing-of that kind in Europe, which.is not afcribe 
-fo much‘to the artift, as to the air, which being dry and clear, gives a livelinels. to 
the colours, and fixes them. 
~ Thie'Perfian tailors work very neatly ; and as the mens” clothes: are made of. the. 
aiatieth fowered and brocaded filks, they are fitted exactly to their bodies without the 
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fine materials they work on require it fhould. They work flowers alfo upon their carpets, 
cufhions and window-curtains, fo very nicely, that they look as if they were. painted. 

With tailors, we muft not forget to mention their barbers, who are no lefs excellent 
in their-way; for they will fhave the head almoft at half a dozen ftrokes, and have fo 
light a hand, that you can fearce feel them; they ufe only cold water, and hold no 
bafon under your chin as with us, but have their water in a cup, about the bignefs of 
a little china difh: after they have fhaved a man, they cut the nails of hig feet and 
hands, with a little iron inftrument like a bodkin, fharp at the end; then they, ftretch 
his arms, rub and chafe his flefh, which is an amufement, that the Europeans as well 
as the natives are pleafed with, in thefe hot countries. But notwithitanding this, thefe 
artifts are nothing comparable in their way to thofe of India, and thefe again fall as 
fhort of the Chinefe barbers. : . 

8. We are now to proceed to the more material parts of the Perfian commerce, 
from whence their national riches*flow, and by which they-draw to themfelves the - 
wealth of other countries; for as we before obferved, gold and filver are no longer 
the produce of Perfia, but are brought thither in payment for their commodities, 
Silks are the principal manufactures of the country, fuch as taffaties, tabbies, fatins 
and filk mixed with cotton or camel and goats-hair, brocades and. gold tiffue, of the 
fingle brocade there a hundred forts, the double are called duroy or two faces, becaufe 
both fides are equally good; they are the richeft that are to be met with any where ; 
and the gold velvet which is wrought in Perfia is admirable; all their rich ftuffs are 
very durable ; the gold or filver does not wear off or tarnifh while the work lafts, but 
keeps its colour and brightnefs. The fineft looms for thefe ftuffs are at Ifpahan, Cathan 
and Yefd. Thofe for carpets are chiefly made in the province of Kirman, what are 
commonly called Turkey carpets are indeed Perfian but obtained that name from being 
brought to us by way of Turkey. 

The camel hair ftuffs are made in Carmania, it is mighty foft and fmooth, and almoft 
as fine as beaver wool, but the ftuffs they make with it are not very ftrong. Camlets 
and filk, and worfted druggets*are made in the fame province. Goats-hair ftuffs are 
madein Hyrcania, and near the gulf of Baffora. There is fome callico-cloth made 
in Perfia, and they know how to paint and ftain it, but it is not comparable to the 
Indian callicoes. A merchant is a very honourable profeflion in Perfia, and the more 
fo, becaufe there is no fuch thing as hereditary nobility, which defcends from father to 
fon ; as to thofe in great pofts, their honour and their profits terminate with the office; 
and their lives and fortunes are bothsin perpetual hazards, efpecially under a weak and 
cruel Prince. The trader feems more independent than any other fubjeét, and notwith- 
ftanding the government be defpotic, they are ufually encouraged, becaufe they bring 
in a confiderable revenue to the crown ; and another thing is, the greateft minifters do 
not think the bufinefs of a merchant beneath them, even the Shah himfelf, within our 
remembrance, has had his factors and agents in the neighbouring kingdoms, and ex- 
ported filks, brocades, carpets, and other rich goods, and his agents at the Mogul’s 
court, and elfewhere, have frequently had the character of ambaffadors conferred upon 
them, when indeed their bufinefs was chiefly commerce. 

All bufinefs of confequence is carried on in Perfia by brokers, who are very cunning; 
after they have agreed and talked over the matter at the fellers-houfe, they agree about 
the price upon their fingers, putting their hands under a cloth; the finger’s end it 

, feems ftand for one, the bent finger for five, and the ftraight for ten, the hand open for 
a hundred, and if fhut a thoufand; and they keep fo even a countenance all the while 
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from the circumftances. But notwithftanding the Mahometans are the governing part 
of the country, they are not the greateft foreign traders. The Armenian Chriftians, 
and Banians of India, have much the largelft fhare. 

"Che Mahometan Perfians trade from one province of their own country to another, 
and to India pretty much, but the Armenians manage the whole European trade ; one 
reafon whereof is, that the Mahometans do not care to go into Chriftjan countries, 
becaufe they cannot there obferve the cuftoms their religion prefcribes, for their law it 
feems forbid them to eat fleth killed or dreffed by a man of a different religion, or drink 
out of the fame cup with him, ‘and even prohihits the touching of perfons in fome cir-. 
cumftances, whom they look upon to be polluted. Another thing, which is a difad- 
vantage to their trade is, that the taking up money at intereft is unlawful, though they 
are at liberty to make what advantage they can in buying and felling. It appears from 
hence, that from the very nature of their religion, all Mahometan powers ftand ex- 
cluded from commerce, and this is the true fecret.of the declenfion of their govern- 
ments ; for as trade produces fhipping, as {hippif® in procefs of time begets naval 
power, and as it isa maxim, juftified by experience, as well as founded in reafon, that 
naval power will in the end get the better of all other power ;_ it follows that the Ma. 
hometans wanting this, can only prey upon each other by land, from whence revolu- 
tions in power, but no acceflion of power can ever arife. “Whereas if Chriftians fhould 
turn their arms upon the Mahometans, fo as to make conquefts, and come into pof- 
feffion of their countries, the cafe would be altered, their commerce would follow them, 
and. the new ereéted principalities would in a fhort {pace of time acquire a naval power, 
and fo be in acondition to extend their conquefts at the expence of their Mahometan 
neighbours. : 

9. We are indebted to Mr. Lockyer for the beft, indeed for the only tolerable 
account we have of the method trade is carried on in Perfia, and therefore from him 
we mult borow what is neceffary for the reader’s information upon that fubje&. Their 
great weights are maunds only, and thefe differ according to the nature of the 
commodities to be delivered by them. Sugar, copper, tutanag, all forts of drugs, &c. 

are fold by the maund fabrees; which in the factory and the cuftom-houfe is neareft 
fix pounds and three quarters, avoirdupois; but in the bazar it is not above fix 
ounds and a quarter, which one ought to have regard to in buying out of the fhops. 
Eatables and all forts of fruit, as rice, raifins, prunels, almonds, onions, &c. are 
fold by the maund copara of feven pounds and three quarters in the factory, and from 
feven pounds and a quarter to feven pounds and a half in the bazar. Fine goods, as, 
gold, filver, mufk, acheen, camphire, bezoar, cdf, amber, cloves and cinnamon, oils, 
dried china, filk, &c. are fold by the mifcal, fix of which are commonly counted an 
avoirdupois ounce ; its jut weight is 2 dw. 23 gr. 24d. ps. troy. ‘The maund fhaw is 
two maund tabrees, ufed at Ifpahan. All bargains in Gambron are made for fhahees, 
and the company keep their accounts in them, reckoning them worth four-pence each, 
though that coin is rarely met with, but in its ftead coz and mamoodas are current 
every where. Horfes, camels, houfes, &c. are generally fold by the toman, which. 
is two hundred fhahecs, or fifty abaffes, and they ufually reckon their eftates that way; 
fach a one, they fay, is worth fo many tomans, as we fay, pounds in England. ‘The 
-_Jaree is ufed about Mpahan, nor are abafles to be got without allowing feven or eight 
per cent. for the difference in exchange, yet returns to Fort Ste George, and other 
arts of India, are commonly made with them. Next to thefe, zechins are the moft 
profitable ; there are feveral forts of them, but the Venetian is better than the reft by 


one and a half or two per cent. at Surat, and feveral other ports on the Malabar coatts,, 
whither 
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whither vaft quantities are fent every year. When a parcel of Venetian ducats are 
mixed with others, the whole goes by the name of zechins of Surat; but when they 
are feparated, one fort is called Venetians, and all the others gubbers indifferently. 

The Englith Eaft India Company, as has been obferved, do not only receive the 
fum of three thonfand three hundred and thirty-three pounds fix fhillings and eight. 
pence of the government of Perfia, in lieu of the fervice the Company did them in 
taking the ifland of Ormus from the Portugueze, but they have an exemption alfo from 
cuftoms, and whatever fhips trade under their protection have the like exemption, only 
paying the following port charges, viz. two per cent. on the fale of goods to the Com- 
pany, one per cent. confulage to the agent, one per cent. to the broker. Boat. or 
franky hire for landing goods is thirty mamoodas per 2000 maund tabrees. _Hamalgae, 
or cooly hire at weighing, one coz of every twenty maund tabrees. The Company do 
not meddle at all with the trade between Perfia arid India; this they leave altogether 
to their factors and fervants, and pinch country fhips and private traders as put them- 
felves under their protection, and fre content to pay the port duties above-mentioned. 

It is to be obferved, that the Turkey company having always had an opportunity of 
fending great quantities into Perfia from Aleppo, abated much of the commerce which 
the agents of the Eaft-India company would otherwife have carried on in that empire. 
Of late the Ruffia company have alfo interfered in this trade, by tranfporting great 
quantities of Englifh goods by the Cafpian Sea; and it is generally believed, that fo 
long as we maintain an amicable correfpondence with the court of Peterfburgh, this 
trade will not only go.on, but increafe, which muft be attended with great advantages 
to the nation. As this appears to be a matter of far greater confequence to us than 
any thing that has occurred in this fe€tion, it is but reafonable that the point fhould be 
fully explained, as well for the advantage of the prefent age, as for the benefit of 

ofterity. ; 

y 10. ie order to fet this affair in as clear a light as it is poffible, we fhall obferve, 
that all foreign commodities.are brought into Perfia by four great routes ; and that by 
each of thefe, more or lefs of Britifh commodities have been, or may be introduced 
into this country, where there always has been, and, if we are true to our intereft, 
there always mult be, a very high demand for them. Of thefe routes the firft is that of 
Balfora, or Baffora, a great city at the bottom of the Perfian Gulf, fubject to its own 
Prince, and a kind of emporium or magazine of Turkith, Perfian, and Indian com- 
modities. The goods that are brought hither for the Perfian market, come by land by 
the caravan from Aleppo, in about ay days, and are tranfported from thence either 
to Bandar Abafli, or Ifpahan. It is BY this caravan that the ‘lurkey company tranfport 
Englith cloths into Perfia in exchange for filk, which they purchafe at Aleppo, and 
conlequently this trade is either greater or lefs, according to the good correfpondence 
between the two empires of Turkey and Perfia. By this means alfo we were led into 
errors about carpets, leather, and other commodities which pafs for Turkifh, becaufa 
imported by the Turkey company from Turkey, though really of Perfian growth and 
manufacture. 

‘The next great route is that of Gambron, or Bandar Abafli, with refpect to which we 
have already given a large account from Mr. Lockyer. Goods are brought hither by 
fea, but not direétly, as many apprehend, from England; on the contrary, they come 
from-fome Indian pert, and confequently are charged with a very high freight, and with 
other incident charges, which render them very dear ; notwithitanding which, in times 
of peace, and when things are well fettled in Perfia, the Shah keeping his court at 
Hpahan, there was large vent for them; and our agent there lived with all the pomp 
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and fplendour of a prince. The reader will eafily difcern from henee, how great a 
change mufl have been wrought in the traffic carried on by this canal, by the dif 
turbances which lafted fo many years in Perfia, and by the change of the capital of 
that empire, which is now removed toa prodigious diftance from Bendar Abaffi; and if 
he defires any proof of this fact, their calling the Englifh agents fram Ifpahan and 
Bandar Abaffi may pafs for inconteftible evidence. : : 

The third route is that through India to Boft, which, as we have fhewn in the de- 
feription of the Perfian empire, is the eaftern magazine, as Bandar Abafii is the fouth- 
ern, and Beflaro is the weftern for all that enter into Perfia. By this means it is very 
far from being impoffible that the Eaft India Company fhould introduce Englith goods 
into this empire; but whether they are actually carried thither by this road, is more 
than I am able to fay; and if they are, I prefume it is done by Indian, Armenian, or 
Jewith merchants. q 

The fourth or laft route is by the Cafpian Sea, aud the Englifh commodities that are 
fent this way, muft of neceffity pafs through Ruffia. For the carrying on this trade, 
magazines muft be ereéted at Aftracan, and from thence the goods are tranfported into. 
the provinces of Gilan or Aftrabat ; from which laft province the caravans go in a week, 
to Mefched, which is the prefent capital of Perfia, 

It may be faid that this is going a great way about, and taking a vaft compafs before 
our goods arrive at market. ‘To this there are two anfwers; the firft is, that let the 
inconveniencies that attend this commerce be what they will, they muft be borne, for 
we have before fhewn that little or nothing cam now be expeéted from tranfporting of 
goods to Bandar Abajli, much lefs from Aleppo, which lies {till at a much greater dif- 
tance from Mefched ; fo that we are under the neceffity of taking this compafs, if we 
will not entirely lofe the Perfian commerce, and therefore it is to no purpofe to com- 
plain, even epperne the objection were well grounded. The fecond is, that there is 
not either truth or force in the objection; for goods may be tranfported from Pe- 
terfburg from thence, through Roffia to Aftracan, crofs the Cafpian to Gilan, and 
fo to Mefched, and the returns made the fame way in half the time that they could be 
made-by the way of Gambron. 

We may add to this, that we now go to the market and fell our goods, or rather 
barter them, for Perfian filk upon the fpot, whereas formerly we went a great way 
about; and notwithftanding this, the Perfian factors went alfo a great way to get at 
us, fince before we could fhip the Perfian filk, it muft either be carried by land to 
Aleppo, which was three months’ journey, or to Bandar Abaffi, which was above two, 
Befides, it is highly probable, that when our commerce at Mefched is as well fixed as 
it was at Ifpahan, we fhall be able to tranfport Englifh cloths into the remoteft parts of 
‘Tartary, and thereby reap moft of thofe advantages that were heretofore withed for 
and expeéted from the difcovery of a north-weft paflage. It was by this very canal, 
and in {pite of all the inconveniencies with which it has been fuppofed to be attended, 
that the Dutch difpofed of prodigious quantities of their cloths in Perfia, which for that 
purpofe were bought up by the Armenian merchants ; and it was by this way alfo that 
the French were in hopes of eftablifhing a trade to Perfia, as appears by a very curious 
memoir prefented to the French miniftry upon that head, the fubject of which is inferted 
in the Dictionary of Commerce, one of the beft and moft ufeful works that was ever 
publifhed: but there is ftill fomewhat behind with which the reader ought to be ac- 
guainted, in order to frame a true notion of the value and importance of this trade, 
about which fo many difputes have been of late years raifed in this kingdom. 

VOle IX. EEO 11, We 
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11. We havé already enumerated the commodities of Perfia, and fhall not therefore 
pretend to meddle with them again ; for, in order to give the reader a view of the trade 
of this empire, it will be fufficient for our prefent purpofe to infift barely upon the filk, 
of which there are four forts; the firft is, that which in Perfia they call fhirvan, but 
which we in Europe call hardafs; the fecond, is what they call karvary, but We ufually 
{tyle it legee or yather legy, from the little town of Legiam in Gilan, from whence the 
greateft part of it is brought ; the third is in their language called ked-coda-penfend, 
which is as much as to fay, tradefmen’s filk; the lait is what they and we call fherbafle, 
or, as the common people ftyle it, Turkey filk, from the miltake which has been fo 
often mentioned. * 

Of all thefe kind of filks, the provinces of Georgia, Gilan, Mezanderan, Shirwan, 
Chorafan and Kirman, produce annually, about twenty-two thoufand bales, each of 
about two hundred and fourfcore pounds weight. Of thefe it is computed, that not 
above two thoufand bales are wrought up in all the manufactures of Perfia, front the 
coarfeft carpets, to the richeft brocades. At this rate, there are between five and fix 
inillions of pounds of filk ‘yearly: carried out of Perfia, and as it is worth about ten 
fhillings a pound on the fpot, the reader will eafily apprehend, that raw filk isa kind of 
gold mine to the Perfians, fince it furntfhes them with between two and three millions 
annually, above one-half of which is received in ready money. 

In the next place it is to be fhewn, how the bringing in vaft quantities of filk turns 
to the advantage of this nation. In refpect to our filk manufactures, what we bring of 
this fort ferves only for the fhoote, forthe warp of all our raw filks is, as we have elfe. 
where told the reader, organzine or Italian filk, which is prodigioufly dear. If there- 
fore we can abate the price of this, we may the better afford to pay for that; or if we 
can obtain the quantities we want, in exchange for our manufactures, this will prove a 
very great faving ; and whatever can be faved in this way, will enable us to work fo 
much the cheaper. 

It has been fuggefted, that it might be attended with inconveniencies for our Turkey 
and Ruffia Companies to interfere with each other in this trade, which I confefs, furs 
paffes my comprehenfion 5 and I am fo far from believing that any bad confequences 
will refult from thence, that I think it may be demonttrated, this is the only, or at 
leaft the moft practicable and beft, method of making companies ufeful, by engaging 
them to vie with each other in exporting Britifh commodities and manufactures, and 
provided this can be done, it is of no real confequence to the nation who does it. But 
there is another thing that, joined to this, would be of ftill greater confequence, and 
thatis, the Eaft-India Companies, exerting themfelves in procuring of filk from China, 
which’ would fupply the place of the Piedmontefe or organzine filk ; and thus by the 
united efforts of thefe three companies, it is very poffible that twenty or thirty per cent, 
might be faved in the prime ceft of filk to this nation ; and of what prodigious benefit 
fuch a faving would prove in our manufactures, and how much it would contribute to 
enable us to work cheaper than our neighbours, I leave every fenfible and ftudious 
reader to judge. 

I know very weil, that in order to bring fuch a proje& as this to bear, there muft 
‘be fome application made to parliament for an alteration in the duties ; and I am per- 
fuaded that no great difficulty would be found in obtaining this, if the reafonablenefs 
of the thing was fairly fhewn, and as it might be, fully made out. Qur great misfor- 
tune is, that commerce is not fufficiently explained or underftood, the reafon of which ‘ 
I take to be, that none concern themfelves about the theory, but thofe who are envaced 
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in the pradtice; and as thefe muft be always interefted, it will very rarely happen that 
they can be impartial judges. It is from this motive that I have fo often turned my pen 
to this fubje&t, with a view, if poflible, to excite a more general attention to what is 
certainly in itfelf the moft confiderable and important object of all political cons 
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AN ACCOUNT 


OF THE 
GOVERNMENT AND CONSTITUTION OF PERSIA, 


THE NATURE OF THE SHAB'S POWER, THE DISTRIBITTION OF CIVIL, ECCLESTAS« 
ICAL AND MILITARY OFFICES, THE INTERIOR POLICY OF ‘THE EMPIRE, THE 
REGULAR FORCES KEPT UP THERE, BOTH HORSE AND FOOT, AND THE NATURE 
AND AMOUNT OF THE PUBLIC REVENUES. 


THE WHOLE DIGESTED INTO ORDER FROM THE BEST AUHORIT!IES, 
ll  ————_— 


x. An Introduttory Account of the Reafon and Subjett of this Section, in which the Con- 
Jfitution of arbitrary Monarchies is explained, and applied to the prefeit Purpofe. — 2. OF 
the Power of the Perfian Monarch, how far abfolute and terrible ; and how, notwith. 
franding, mild and equal enough, with refpect to the Bulk of the People. — 3. Of the 
Conftitution of the Perfian Court, the principal Officers therein, their Ranks and Subsra 
dination, and the Duties of their refpettive Offices. — 4. Of the Ecclefiaftical Conftitu. 
tion in Perfia, and the Difference between the Head of the Mabometan Church there, 
and in Turkey. -— 5. Of the Government of the Provinces, the feveral Checks contrived 
Sor the Safety of the Prince, and the Prefervatiomof bis Subjects. —6. Of the Regular 
Troops or old Standing Army of the Perfian Empire, how compofed, under what Dif- 
cipline, and the Methods by which it was Jubjified. — 7. Of the new Standing Army 
introduced by the Shahs, intirely dependent upon them, how modeled and provided for, 
and corrupted and rendered ufelefs. —8. Of the Art Military among the Perfians, their 
‘Manner of making War, acting ofenfively, defenfrvely, and particularly their Method for 
_fecuring themfelves againft Invafions. — 9. Some further Obfervations on the military 
Affaigs of this Empire, on the Advantages enjoyed by, and the Difadvantages under . 
which the Perfians labour, from the Regulations eftablifhed amongft them in this 
refpect. — 10. Of the State of Property in this Empire, whence the Imperial Revenues 
arife, how levied, and their Amount. — 11. Obfervations and Remarks on feveral 
Particulars delivered in the Courfe of this Section. 


1. Ne at this junéture the Perfian empire, by the murder of the Shah Nadir, is in 

f-& fuch confufion, that it may bein fome meafure confidered as ditfolved and no 
Jonger a governmentat all; fo it might feem excufable, if we had paffed by this feCtion 
altogether; yet confidering that even in abfolute monarchies, revolutions are but con- 
vulfive motions, and that as foon as they ceafe the body politic recovers its natural con- 
ftitation, we could not but think it very requifite, for the reader’s information, that 
a view fhould be given of the form of the Perfian government, and this for three rea- 
fons: firft, becaufe we are very Sor to confound all abfolute monarchies one with an- 
other, and to fuppofe that there neither is, nor well can be, any difference between 
them; whereas, in truth, the form of fuch governments may, and actually do vary, 
as much as any other of the milder forms, as the reader will fee by this inftance. 
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was very juftly held to be the beft ; and therefore it deferves, of all others, to be re- 
prefented to the yiew of the seader, who from hence will learn by what modification 
the arbitrary power of a fovereign may be rendered in fome meafure beneficial to his 
fubjects. Thirdly, becaufe, in all human probability, the Britih nation may hereafter 
have a clofer communication with and enter into a more extended trade amongft the 
inhabitants of Perfia than in times paft; fo that it is bighly requifite we fhould enter, 
at leaft, briefly, into a fubject that may to us or our pofterity become’of extraordiaary 
importance. ; 

It is by no means fit that fo large and fo regular a colleétion as this hould be governed 
by temporary views, or that we fhould take the liberty, becaufe this country 1s at pre- 
fent unfettled, to flip over its government, which we have a moral certainty will be 
re-eftablifhed, perhaps before this very collection is completed. Befides all this, there 
are a great variety of articles which naturally fall within the compafs of this feétion, that 
tend to give usa fuller and more perfect notion of the ftate of this empire and its inha- 
bitants, than can be obtained by the perufal of aay fingle book of travels, in which the 
ftate of the country is reprefented, as it ftood at the time the author vifited it: but 
notwithftanding that, the force of thefe-confiderations have determincd us to infert this 
feétion ; we fhall not forget the obligation we are under to keep things within their due 
bounds, and fhall therefore labour to deliver, as fuccinélly as it is poffible, without pre- 
judice to their perlpicuity, the feveral articles that we think ourfelves obliged to handle 
for the reader’s inftruétion and entertainment, and in order to render our account of 
Perfia confiftent with the general plan of this work. 

2. The Shah of Perfia is an abfolute monarch, and has the lives and eftates of his 
fubjedts entirely at his difpofal. ‘here is no prince in the world more implicitly obeyed; let 
his orders be ever fo unjutt, or given at atime when he is fo little mafter of his reafon that 
he knows not what he fays or does; nothing can fave the greateft fubject if he determines 
to deprive him of his life or his e(tate ; neither zeal for his perfon, merit, or pait fervices, 
will avail in the leaft. If he be in a humour to ruin them, it is done by a word of his 
mouth, or by a fign, and executed in an inftant, without any form of law gr evidence 
of fats. The common people, who are at a diftance from the court, have much the 
better of the quality in this refpeét; there are very feldom inftances of any oppreffion 
or fevere judgments executed upon thefe, but ark feem to enjoy as much fecurity as in 
any country in the world ; and perhaps the magiftrates are the more inclined to govern 
equitably, in regard they know nothing can fkreen them from the refentment of their 
Sovereign, if they are guilty of any finifter practices. The Perfians, out of confcience, 
it is faid, obey all the commands of their Prince without referve, and believe that his 
orders ought to be obeyed againft the very laws of nature, infomuch, that if the fon be 
commanded to he his father’s executioner, or the father the fon’s, it muft be complied 
with: but if he command any thing in prejudice of their religion, they are not obliged 
to him, but ought to fuffer any thing rather than violate the law of God. 

Yet nothing makes the Perfian government appear fo tyrannical, as the cuftom of 
executing the governors of provinces, and great officers of ftate, without giving them 
an opportunity of making their defence, or being informed of the crime they are charged 
with. It is ufual for the Shah two or three times in a year to fend every governor the 
calaat, or royal velt, and thefe are fent by fuch pegfons as the court intends a favour to 5 
for the cham or governor to whom they are fent,"dlways makes a confiderable prefent 
to the meffenger. 

When he comes within two or three miles of the place where the governor refides, 
the meffenger fends him word to come and receive the calaat, but inftead of a fine coat, 
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the governor is fometimes prefented with a halter, and is difpatched without any farther 
ceremony. 

This makes the governors very circumf{pect in their conduct, and they are always 
under difmal apprehenfions when they hear the calaat is arrived, knowing how common 
it is to have ther beft ations mifrepr-feuted to their Prince. The Perfians fay in de-.. 
fence of this practice, that the court feldom procceds with that feverity but in extraore. 
dinary cafes, where the fact is notorious, and there is danger of rebellion, if they fhould’ 
cite the perfon accufed to anfwer; that if it be otherwife, they always give him am. 
opportunity of anfwering his charge. : an 

As for thofe about the court, whom the Shih looks upen as flaves -he has purchafed;, 
he does not think himfelf obliged to obferve tuete formaiuies, but dooms them to. be- 
punifhed, or put to death, as he fees fit. ‘Che Shah of PerG.a has no council of ftate, ag 
in the Furopean governments, but he acts as he ts advifed by his prime minifter and 
great officers; that which moft perplexes the maui is he cabals that are carried on 
by the women in the haram ; the refolutions thar arc taku here frequently thwart their > 
beft Iaid fehemes, and the minifters do not wily rua the rik of having their counfels 
rejected, but they very often turn to their own deftrudtion, if they are not fuitable to the 
inclinations of the ladics moft in favour. ‘This is not an evil peculiar to Perfia, but a 
kind of curfe, throughout all eaftern courts ; and perhaps fome in the weft are not 
altogether free from it, 

3. Lhe royal family of Perfia are, generally {peaking, more unhappy than the Princes 
of the Ottoman blood, for though they are not put to death fo frequently as the for. 
mer, yet they ufually have their eyes put out, and live in that miferable condition many 
years. They have the ‘Lartar title of Mirza added to their names, which is equivalent 
to our title of Highnefs, and is never given but to thofe of the imperial line. ‘The firft 
minifter in the empire is the atamadoulet, a word which fignifies the fupport of the 
empire. In petitions, or when they {peak to him, they ftyle him the Grand Vizier, or 
Vizicr Azem. No bufinefs of conféquence is tranfacted in the ftate but by the direétion 
of this minilter, nor any grant or aét of ftate of the Shah’s held to be valid, till.counter. 
fealed by him, 

The reafon whereof is faid to be, that their Shahs being bred up in the women’s 
apartment, and perfectly ignorant in affairs of ftate, it is neceflary, for the fafety of the 
people, and the prefervation of the government, that their orders fhould be confidered: 
by fome wife minifter before they are put in execution. ‘Lhe grand viziers in Turkey, 
it is obierved, feldom die a natural death ; on the other hand, the prin minifter of 
Perfia, if it be thought fit to difcharge him, is ufually permitted to retire, and end his. 
days in peace with his family. ‘The fecond poft in the government is that of the divan 

’ beghis or bey. ‘This great magiftrate is the laft refort in all caules, civil and criminal,. 
unlefs where the Shah in perfon fits in judgment. The divan bey can command any 
caufe to be removed to his tribunal, from any court in the kingdom; and during the 
late reigns it has not been known that their Shahs have ever fat ina court of juftice, or 
concerned themfelves in examining the decrees of the divan beghi. : 

In the third rank come the generals, and firft the generaliflimo, when there is one. 
The next place is thé general of the courtchis, which are a body of thirty thou 
horfe, of Turk or Tartar original. ‘The third is the general of mufkcteers, a body which 
ferve on horfeback, but fight on foot like our dragoons, The fourth is the general of 
the coulars, or royal flaves, as they are called ; and the laft the mafter of the ordnance, 
After the generals, the vacanavifh, or fecretary of fate, poffeffes the next poit. his: 
officer regifters the public a€ts, and has the care of the records ;. he alfo appoints a, 
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deputy in every province of the empire, who tranfimits all affairs of confequence to him 

to be laid before the miniftry. The laft great officer is the mirab, or lord of the water. 

Every province has its particular mirab, who takes care to diftribute the waters of the 

rivers and aqueduéts in fuch proportion, that every part of the country may have an 
ual fhare. 

‘Thefe are all the principal officers of ftate. Thole of the houfhold are firft the nazir, 
who is both lord treafurer and {teward, and it is with this gentleman that all ambafladors 
and foreigners tranfact their affairs, but there is a comptroller, and feveral other officers, 
which are a check upon him, as he is on the prime minifter, and thofe two have a very 

reat influence in the court of Perfia. But to prevent the Shah’s treafury being mifap- 
plied, no fums are paid out of the treafury, but the order paffes under the feals of the 
prime minifter, the nazir, the divan bey, and two other oficers of the revenue. The 
next is the ichicagafi bafla, who commands all that attend in the outward palace, and 
the guards. 

- When the Shah goes out, this lord marches before him with a great ftaff, covered 
with gold and precious ftones ; he does not fit, as feveral officers do of inferior quality, 
but ftands always ready to obey His Imperial Majefty’s orders, and fee them executed. 
And after him is the great huntfman, who has not lefs than a thoufand huntfmen and 
falconers under him. After this officer the principal phyfician and principal aftrologer 
take place, which are pofts of great honour and profit. : 

4. As to ecclefiattical officers in this empire, the grand pontiff is ufually flyled the 
{edre in Perfia; they alfo give him the titles of prince, head of the true church, fubfti- 
tute of Mahomet, and licutenant of the twelve imans, or caliphs, who fucceeded their 
patriarch Haly. ‘Phe churchmen and bigotted part of the Perfians hold, that the domi- 
nion of the laity is in ufurpation, and that the government belongs of right to the 
high prieft ; but that of the majority is, that the regal power exercifed by their Princes 
is derived from God, and that the high prieft and his brethren ought not to meddle with 
politics, yet the fedre and his fubftitutes are the ordinary judges in all civil as well as 
ecclefiaftical caufes ; lawyer and divine are terms of the fame fignification in Perfia, their 
ecclefiaftical and civil laws being indeed the fame. ‘The temporal judges have no writ- 
ten laws to go by, but their decrees are founded upon ancient cuftom, or the equity 
of the cafe, and the judges in their temporal courts are ufually men of the fword. The 
fedre is the fupreme judge in the ecclefiaftical courts, and takes place in all public 
affemblies next to the atamadoulet, or prime minifter. 

The fecond ecclefiaitical judge is the ancient of the law, whom the Perfians ftyle 
cheik iflam ; his jurifdiction is little inferior to the fedre’s, and the peopie feldom appeal 
from one of thefe courts to the other, bur to the divan beghi, who is ihe fupreme iudge 
in all caufes, ecclefiaftical as well as temporal. ‘The cadi is the third ecelofiaftical judge 
in Perfia; he takes cognizance of the fame caufes with the two former, but his authority 
js confined to fome particular town or diftriG. ‘The mufti is the fourth, who has not 
that authority here as ia Turkey, for he cannot controul or reverle the proceedings of 
inferior courts, but is reverenced, however, as a perfon well fkilled in the eccl-fiaitical 
laws, and his opinion frequently demanded by the other jucicetures, who, notwithfand- 
ing, act as they think fit. The judges do not fit all in one court, but have each their 
refpective tribunal, and the people apply inditfer@atly to the cne or other, as they are 
inclined. 

s. There is in-every province of this empire a chan anda vizier ; the vizier has the 
government of all thofe towns and villages which are the King’s demefne lands, of which 
> lone to the crownin propriety, and the chan of the province in general. ‘This word 
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chan, or caun, as we pronounce it, and cham, fignify the fame thing, namely, a 
puiflane or mighty prince; and this isthe title of all the Tartar Princes in Afia;’ and 
the Perfian provinces being of the cxtent of Kingdoms, and formerly diftinct fovereign- 
ties, the Perfian court have thought fit to give their governors the titles of Sovereign 
Princes 3; and the Shah of Perfia is frequently fiyled now, as his predeceflors of old, 
King of Kings. Indeed the chans, in their refpective provinces, live almoft in as much 
{tate as their fovercigns, having exactly the fame kind of officers as are in the Shah’s 
court, with the fame titles, there being fearce any difference but in numbers and penfions, 
"Phe chan commands the militia of the province, and afligns lands for their maintenance ; 
he reviews them at certain timcs, and fees that they are fit for fervice, their arms and 
horfes in good order, and that they all perform their exereifes well; but every 
foldicr is permitted to live in his own houfe in time of peace. 

The chans, or governors of provinces, have their pofts for life, and if they behave 
well, their children after them. ‘here are two degrees of thefe chans, the greateft is 
called beglerbeg, or lord of lords; the other is ftyled coulembeg, or lord of flaves, 
The governors of the frontier provinces are for the moft part beglerbegs, as the chan 
of Armenia, from whom the chans of Churs, Maroga, and other diftri@s, in time of war, 
receive their orders, and are obliged to march under his ftandard. Sometimes thefe 
inferior governments are made independent of the chan of the province. In every 
provincé there are three officers put in by the government, who are independent of the 
chan, namely, the Janitelim, his licutenant, the vizier, or receiver-general of the 
Shah’s revenues, who hath alfo the management of the lands belonging to the crown, 
and the government of all places where the crown lands lie; and the vacanavith, or 
fecretary, whofe bufinefs is to take an account of all tranfaCtions of moment in the pro« 
vince, and tranfmit them to court. : 

One principal defign of placing thefe officers about the chan, is to obferve his condua, 
and-oppofe him if he fhould undertake any thing again{t the flate. Befides thefe, the 
governors of cities and caftles, who are called darogas, are put in direétly by the Shah, 
and have their lieutenants and vacanavifh alfo independent of them; ‘and the fame 
perfon who is governor of the city is never made governor of the fortrefs which belongs 
to it. ‘The minifters of ftate, and generals of armies, have alfo their licutenants and 
comptrollers to fuperintend their condué, with fecret orders how to act on certain 
emergencies ; but it is obferved, that unlefs in matters where the fafety of the ftate is 
concerned, thofe officers have a very good underftanding, and agree fo well together, 
that the Shah is no lefs cheated and deceived than if the management was in one hand. 
Befides, the daroga or governor, the vizier, and vacanavifh, there are alfo in every 
town the cadi, or civil judge, before whom all ordinary caufes are heard; the head 
oflicer among the trading people, the provoft or fheriif; and every particular trade has 
a warden or mafter. ‘here is an officer alfo who has a watch, and is principally con- 
cerned in keeping the peace in every great town in the night time. 

The governor of every town is the judge in the lat refort in criminal and civil cafes 
too, if he pleales to interpofe, and may infi@ any pains on offenders fhort of death. 
Capital punithments are very rare in.Perfia, and the fentence is, in moft cafes, paffed 
by the Shah himfelf The ufual puniihment is a fine, which always goes to the Shah, 
or rather to the governor of the province, who generally brings the crown indebted to 
him in his accounts. When a governor or vizier is fent into any province, he has his 
infruions in writing ; wherein are contained the extent of his government, of the 
revenues, and the manner in which he is to treat the people; and inftraétions, in like 
manuer, are given to every officer of fate when he enters on his poft. On the other 
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hand, when a governor or other officer returns from his command, which he never 
does but by exprefs order of the couxt, he waits without at the gate of the palace, and 
gives notice by fome of his friends of his arrival, and that he begs to throw himfelf at His 
Imperial Majelty’s feet ; whereupon orders are ufually given for his admittance ; but 
fometimes, if the perfon has mifbehaved in his poft, inftead of an anfwer in the ordinary 
ftyle, orders are iffued to take off his head. ; 

6. The Perfians are naturally a brave people, but the floth and inactivity of their 
Princes had of late rendered them not fo formidable as they ufed to be. In the laft 
century, under Abbas the Great, they made confiderable conquelts on the fide @f 
Turkey, as well as India, though their troops were always much inferior in number to 
the armies either of the Grand Signior cr Groat Mogul; but they funk in our time fo 
much below what they were in that reign, that every little Tartar and Arabian Prince 
infulted their frontiers, and robbed them of fome part of their territories, before the 
late Shah Nadir affumed the government. ° 

The forces of Perfia are divided into the troops of the ftate and the Shah’s. The 
troops of the are entertained by the governors of the refpedtive provinces, and paid: 
out of certain Iunds appropriated for that purpofe, and are divided into militia and 
regular troops. ‘The regular troops are called courtchis ; they were originally of Vars 
tary, a ftout hardy race of people who lived in tents. Thefe are the foldiers Which are 
properly called Coofelbathes, or Red-heads, fo ftyled when they came to the affiftance 
of Cheic Sefi, the founder of the late Imperial family; for which fervice he allowed 
them the honour of wearing red caps or turbans, of a particular form, like:that he wore 
himfelf. Thefe coofelbathes remained in their tents, as well'in time of: peace as war's 
and employed themfelves in feeding, buying and felling of cattle, from.whence they 
were called courtchis, or fhepherds. 

The fervice they did to Cheic Sefi, and’ their zeal for the religion of the Insans, pros 
cured them great refpect, and they poffeffed the chief pofts both in the court and:army ;, 
and from thefe the Perfian foldiery, and afterwards ail the Perfians in: general, obtained: 
the appellation of coofelbafties, a name formidable to the: Indians, Turks, and: Tartarg. 
in-the laft age ; and it was by.this generation that the Turkith language was introduced! 
into the court of Perfia, and-the northern parts ofthat kingdom, where they: {peak it 
much more than the Perfian. The coofelbafhes:held the-firft rank in the kingdom til! 
the reign of Abbas the Great, who endeavoured to fupprefs them upon account of the 
unreafonable. influence he obferved they had in all affairs of ftate, depofing and fetting 
up what princes they thought. fit, like the Turkith janizaries. Le was fo jealous of his 
own fon, on account of the refpeét he had obferved they paid him, that he caufed him 
to-be put to death, and difperfed the coofelbafhes in {mall detachments through all the 
the provinces of the empire. Thefe troops ferve on horfeback, carrying a bow and 
arrows, a fword, poniard, and lance, with a hatchet at the faddle-{kirts 3 and for defen. 
five arms have a fhield and helmet ; they are commanded always by their own officers, 
and their general is called Courchibathi, or commander of the courtchis, 

Both the courtchis and militia have their pay out of the lands of the ftate of the refpec- 
tive provinces, and enjoy it as their inheritance, from father to fon, if they do not refufe 
to bear arms : they are obliged to march to the place of rendezvous on twelye hours? 
notice, and every year pals in review before a commiffary fent from court, or- before 
the governor of the province. 

7: The troops of the Shah are two bodies, which Abbas the Great inftituted. One 
confifts of twelve thoufand men, and are called the mufketeers, becaufe inftead of bows 
and arrows they carry mutkets, and though they march on horfeback, yet like our 
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dragoons they fight on foot. Shah Abbas ufed to oppofe them to the Turkifh janizaries, 
of whom he had obferved the enemy made greatadvantage in their engagements with 
him. Before this time neither foot-foldicr or fire-arms were ever heard of in Perfia, 
and their neighbours the.Tartars have no foot among them to this day. The other 
body confifted of ten thoufand horfe ; thefe were called coulars, and carried fire-arms 
alfo inftead of bows. ‘They were called coulars or flaves, to fignify their devotion to 
their fovereign ; or as fome fay, becaufe they come from thofe countries from whence 
the Perfians had their flaves, as Georgia, Circaffia, &c. Part of them are fent as pre- 
fents to the Shah when they are young; and the reft are defcended from the people 
of thofe countries. who are fettled in Perfia. They almoft all profefs the Mahometan 
religion, though defcended from Chriftian parents. Abbas the Great had a particular 
affection for this bcdy, and ufed to call them his horfe janizaries. They are tall and 
well-made fellows, in whofe courage and fidelity the Shah has a particular confidence ; 
for as they fcarce know the country or relations from whence they fprang, and can have 
no other views, than to recommend themfelves to their mafter by their fervices, they 
are entirely devoted to the Crown, and obey every order without hefitation ; and from 
among thele, the court ufually prefers men to the higheft pofts ; fo that confidering the 
number of Georgian women which are married into Perfia, and the pofts the men who 
derive themfelves from thence poffefs, the Perfian court may, one half of them, pro- 
bably be of Georgian extraction. 

It is obferved, that in Perfia, as well as India, the word flave is an honourable 
title, and preferable to that of fubjeét: nay, a certain French author tells us, that the 
word Koulam Shah, or King’s flave, is equal to that of Marquis in France ; becaufe all 
that have that denomination are fure to be preferred to fome poft if they behave well, 
Befides thefe there are two other {mall bodies, the one called Sophis or Sephis, inftituted 
fora guard to the King’s perfon by Cheik Sefi ; thefe are not above two hundred men, 
and wear the Sophi’s eap on their heads, and for their arms} have a fabre, a poniard, 
and an axe, which they carry on their fhoulders. The fecond, called the Ziezari, or 
the fix hundred, who are all of the fize of grenadiers, ftout young fellows, inftituted 
by Abbas the Second for a guard to his perfon, anno 1654. The monarchs of Perfia 
before that time had no guards in the palace, or when they went abroad, for the 
fephis only ferved to make a fhow at feftivals and on public occafions; they wear 
long red caps of the form of a fugar-loaf, and their arms are a mufket, fabre, and 
poniard, which are adorned with filver, and exceeding fine; they are under the 
command of the general of the musketeers, and a {mall party of them do duty at the 
palace gates. 

All the the troops of Perfia are comprehended under thefe two names of courtchis 
and coulars, that is, fhepherds or flaves, by which they underftand the foldiers of the 
old or new eftablifhment. The Shah finds all the troops with horfes, arms, and accou- 
trements; but every man provides himfelf with clothes according to his fancy, the fol- 
diers having no particular livery, any more than the fervants of the King’s houfehold, or 
of any great man. There was in the reign of Abbas the Great a body of twelve thoufand 
men, that belonged to the artillery, but they were difcharged in the reign of Abbas the 
Second, and the Perfians had no artillery, unlefs fome ufelefs guns in the front of the 
palace at Ifpahan, and in fome other great towns, which are more for fhow than fervice, 
till they were new di(ciplined of late years by Shah Nadir. 

%. Their armies were never large, confidering the extent of the empire: Abbas the 
Great, who made fuch confiderable conquefts, had never more than a hundred and 
twenty thoufand men in his fervice in all the provinces ; and the foldiers have been fo 
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ill paid in the late reigns, that they have deferted, and gone into foreign fervice, or ap- 
plied themfelves to other employments, which the courtiers winked at, putting their 
pay in their pockets, and never filling up their places. The Perfian troops not being 
troubled with artillery or baggage, make prodigious fwift marches, and fall upon an 
enemy frequently in his camp or quarters, with incredible fury, when he leaft fufpects 
fuch a vifit. At other times they cut off his provifions, and turn the waters from their 
ufual courfe; and having fufficiently haraffed him in a long march through a defert 
country, when he is fatigued and difpirited, fall upon him. When an enemy makes 
head againft thom they will fly till they have drawn him into fome difadvantageous 
ground, and then return to the charge again. 

In their retreat, as has been obferved, they fhoot more arrows than when they ad+ 
vance ; as hiftory acquaints us was the practice of the ancient Parthians. ‘The Perfians 
never throw up any intrenchments about their camps, their fortification is fome moun- 
tain or difficult pafs ; but in fieges they intrench, and ufually take a place by under. 
mining it; and, it is thought, that no people underftand mining and fubterraneous 
works better than the Perfians. - It was thus they tock Erivan, the capital of Armenia, 
from the Turks the laft time. This city, ina very fhort fpace, found almoft every part 
of it undermined ; but as the Perfians do not trouble themfelves with artillery, fo neither 
have they any bread-waggons or futlers amongft them, and yet their camp is generally 
as well fupplied as a camp need to be, the country people continually following them 
with provifions. Indeed, as rice and fruit is almoft all they want, it can be no difficult 
matter to fupply fuch {mall bodics as take the field in Perfia, efpecially as they are per. 
petually in motion, and feldom ftay long in a camp. 

When they are apprehenfive of an invafion, their conftant method is to withdraw 
ali the people on the frontiers, and deftroy the country in fuch a manner as the enemy 
may find nothing to fubfift on, not leaving fo much as a fpire of grafs, or a tree upon 
‘the ground; but they give the hufbandmen time to fecure their grain, fruits, and 
forage, by burying them, with moft part of their utenfils, in deep pits, which they will 
do in-fuch a manner that it is almoft impoffible to difcover them ; and as the earth is 
very dry, they receive no manner of damage. The army having thus deftroyed the 
country for eight days’ journey together, they encamp near it in feparate bodies, ‘and 
as they fee occafion, fall upon the enemy and diftrefs him in his march; fometimes 
they fall upon one quarter of his camp and fometimes on another, in the night-time 5 
and if they cannot by this means put a ftop to his march, they retire farther into the 
country, driving the people {till before them, and deftroying every thing as before 5 
and by thefe means they have defeated the greateft Turkifh armies. 

‘When the enemy are retired every man returns to his lands again. As for the 
houfes, thofe of the common people are no great lofs, they are foon run up with clay 
or fuch materials as they find upon the place. The Perfians are faid to found their 
conduét upon this dilemma; either the enemy will invade us with great numbers, or 
but few; if he brings great numbers; confidering the extent of defert ground he muft 
march over, it is impoffible he fhould fubfift; if their numbers are but fmall, we fhall 
harafs them in their march till they come to nothing, without running the hazard of 
a battle. 

g. The Perfians are excellent mark{men, as well with their fire-arms, as their bows 
and arrows. ‘Cheir colours are made of rich filks, in much the farne manner as our 
horfe ftandards ; for a device they write fome paflage of the Alcoran, or part of their 
confeffion of faith, and fometimes have a lion, with the fun rifing over his back, wrought 
in them. The great flandard-bearer, whom they call Alemdar Bafla, is one of their 
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principal military officers. “The management of the foldiers? pay is much commended, 
becaute they do not fuffer it to pafs through their officers’ hands, but every man receives 
it of the farmers 6f fach lands as are appropriated for that purpole ; the officer’s pay is 
very good ; the general of the mufketeers, and the general of the coulars, have each of 
them above three thoufand pounds a year; and as the lands affigned for the payment * 
of it are valued mighty low, it is thought to amount to four times as much. 

In time of peace they ufually kecp a body of fix or feven thoufand men in Chaldea 
towards Babylon, to prevent the incurfions of the roving Arabs. The governor of 
Armenia-has about five thoufand men under his command, and the governor of Georgia 
a like number. In Chorafan they have ufually eight thoufand men to bridle the 
Utbeck ‘Fartars, and fuch another body in the province of Candahar, towards India, 
and thefe troops being the out-guards of the empire, and almolt in conftant action, were 
eleemed pretty good; but as for the reft, who are cantoned in the inland country, they 
enjoyed fo long a peace, that even travellers obferve, they had not the air of foldiers. 

iu thofe parts of the country where they have fea for 2 boundary, thev keep fearce 
any troops, infomuch, that in Gilan and Mazanderan, which lie on the Caipian Sea, the 
Coflacs have landed fmall parties. and plundered the country for feveral days together ; 
and here the Mufcovites very lately fixed themfelves with very little oppofition, though 
it be one of the richeft and moft fertile countries in the empire. ‘The Perfian generals 
are perplexed with nothing fo much as the ftupid conduét of the court, in altending to 
the predictions of their aftrologers. Thefe men are ever averfe to war, becaufe they 
are obliged to take the field with the Prince, and therefore feldom fail to pronounce 
it unlucky to enter into one on any confideration whatever; and if ever they are 
brought to approve of a war, they mutt prognofticate the lucky minute when to en- 
camp, and when to march, &c. So that the generals lofe the great advantages which 
might be made fometimes, by waiting till they confult the ftars. The favourite women, 
and the eunuchs are no lefs averfe to war than the aftrologers ; for in lofing their 
Prince they lofe their all, and, therefore, they conftanly fall in with the aftrologers, to: 
divert their lord from every enterprize which carries a face of danger. 

All this muft be underftood of the old line of which Thamas the fon of Huffein, 
depofed by Mer-Weys, and afterwards reftored, depofed again, and at laft put to death 
by Thamas Kuli Kan, or with his privity, who thereupon affumed the tide of Shah 
Nadir, was the laft. It is a thing furprifing that, confidering the great extent of coaft 
which they have upon the Perfian Gulph and the ocean on the fouth, and the number 
of their provinces bordering upon the Cafpian Sea, they fhould never think in earneft, 
or to {peak with the greater propriety, fhould never think at all of raifing a naval force, 
which if they had done, would have rendered them fecure at home and refpected 
abroad. 

The only reafon that can be affigned for this is, their negleé of trade, which defed 
in their conftitution, if the ingenious reader will attentively confider, he will without 
difficulty difcover, that it is the fole fource of the frequent troubles, rebellions, and 
revolutions, which have fo often brought the Perfian government to the brink of ruin. 
This will be the more obvious to the reader, when we come to {tate the nature of pro- 
perty among the Perfians, from whence it will appear, that the landed: intereft in that 
eountry is tolerably fecured ; but as. the like provifion is not made for the monied 
intereft, people do not turn themfelves fufficiently to thofe methods of fubfiftence that 
would make the government eafy, and themfelves happy. 

1o. The lands of Perfia are either fuch as are cultivated, or fuch as are uncultivated, 
and uninbabited, of which the latter are ten to one more than the former. The lands in 


occupation. 
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eccupation are of four kinds; the lands of the ftate, the Shah’s demefne lands, the 
lands of the church, and laftly, thofe belonging to privatemen. The ands of the ftate 
contain much the greater part of what is cultivated, and are in the ‘poffeffion of the 
governors of the refpective provinces, who out of them take their own revenue, and 
‘affign the reft for the payment of their officers, and the troops they are obliged to 
maintain ; for every foldier has his pay affigned him upon fome village or farm, in the 
fame manner as in Sweden. ‘The demelze lands are the Shah’s particular eftate, out of 
which are paid the officers of the houfhold, and the troops he maintains over and above 
thofe which are maintained at the charge of the refpective provinces, and the refidue 
are given among the courtiers. and-favourites; or managed by the viziers and intend-- 
ants, who remit the produce of them into the treafury. 

The lands which belong to the church, are the donation of Princes or private men, . 
and are acounted facred, fo that they are never taxed or confifcated for any crime: 
whatever ; and after one year’s poffcfion, the title of them cannot be called in queftion, 
on anyaccount whatever. The lands of private men are held of the crown for the term of 
ninety-nine years, paying an inconfiderable quit-rent ; and at the expiration of the term 
of ninety-nine years, they are allowed to renew their leafe for the fame number of 
years, on advancing one year’s income. As to the cultivated lands, if any perfon de-- 
fires to build upon them, or to convert any part of them into ploughed fields or gardens, . 
the King’s officers procure him a grant for ninety-nine years, under a fmall rent, which : 
terms are renewed as other private eftates ;- fo that all ranks of men derive their eftates 
immediately from the crown, and by this method have a perpetuity, on payment of their 
fines and acccuitomed rents. 

The officers of the Shah, as well as private owners, let out their lands to hufband-- 
men, upon condition of receiving a third part of the produce ufually, but the rent is 
more or lefs.according to the particular agreements of the parties; and the grain in 
Perfia being fubje€t to be deftroyed: by hail, drought, locufts, and other infects, the : 
tenants never fail to infift on an abatement in thefe cafes. When the deftruétion . 
is very. great, the hufbandmen take the withered branches of trees, and the da. 
maged ears of corn; and refort to the Shah’s officers, complaining of the feafon,. 
and their inability to pay their ufual rent, if they have received never fo little hurt; 
their complaints are very loud, and they frequently make an advantage of the misfortune. . 

Private landlords are lefs fubje& to be impofed upon in thefe cafes, having the lands 
under their infpection ; but then their.tenants.are not fo much oppreffed, and fubject: 
to fuch hardfhips as the tenants of the crown. The Shah’s officers frequently pretend - 
they have no authority to make abatements ; and thereupon whole villages go up to 
court, and deliver their petitions to the Shah in perfon, infomuch that there is feldom: 
lefs than feven or eight thoufand people attending at Ifpahan on thefe occafions.. The 
court ufually fends orders hereupon to the provinces to make, fuch allowance as:the 
nature of the cafe requires, or depute commiflaries to enquire into the truth of the 
somplaint, but in either cafe the crown is ufually defrauded ; for the countrymen fo. 
well underftand the force of bribes, that they commonly fhake a purfe, and. procure a. 
favourable reprefentation of the cafe from the officers fent to check them. . 

The Shah and private owners have the like profits of the-hufbandmen’s cattlé, as-they - 
have of their corn, as the third fleece, and the third part of the breed ; and of fruit, the 
crown has {till a greater fhare, there being not that charge of manuring and cultivating 
fruit-trees as there is of the grounds which produce grain. ; 

‘The governors of provinces receive the fame profits out of the lands-of the ftate, 
towards the payment of the officers, and troops of the province, as.the Shah does.out- 
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of his own lands, and every province befides makes large prefents from time to time to 
the court, of the belt the country affords, whether filk, grain, fruits, cattle, or whatever 
is in cfteem among them ; and thele are fent up in fuch quantities, as are fufficient to 
fupply the Sha’s houfhold, and therefore may be accounted a confiderable part of the 
revenue. ‘The Shah has alfo the feventh fleece, and the feventh of the breed of the cattle 
in thofe lands which are not appropriated to his ufe 3 and this isa great addition to his 
revenue, for the fhepherds of Perfia, like the ancient patriarchs, poffefs vaft flocks and 
herds, on which they continually attend, living in tents, and removing from one place 
to another, as they can meet with pafture for them; for thofe lands which are not the 
property of particular perfons, are at liberty for all men to graze upon, though the 
the Shah’s ; and this payment of the feventh beaft feems to be an acknowledgment of 
his property in them, Thefe wealthy fhepherds the people of the eaft call Saranetchin, 
from whence we have the word Saracen, that is to fay, an inhabitant of*the fields ; 
for they live in tents, far from towns, two or three hundred together, and fometimes 
you fee a thoufand or two encamped in one place ; they perfeétly cover the plains with 
their flocks and herds, that fometimes you may be two or three hours in paffing through 
them ; and the Shah has an officer called Ichomban Bathi, or chief of the thepherds, 
refiding in every province, who takes the feventh of the cattle for the Shah’s ule, viz. 
of fheep, affes, mules, camels, and goats ; as to horfes, it feems the Shah is entitled to 
every third colt; of fillkk and cotton alfo, it is faid the Shah has a third part over the 
whole kingdom. 

Minerals and precious {tones belong to the Shah only, and he has two per cent. of 
all money. The money that is raifed by the waters is another confiderable part of the 
revenue, for every perfon pays for their being let into his fields or gardens ; nothing 
will grow in that parched country without it. A tribute is alfo paid to the crown by 
all people who are not of the religion of the country, whether natives or foreigners, 
and this amounts to a ducat a head ; and there is a tax of ten-pence on every fhop of 
the handicraft trades, and twenty pence on the reft. “The cuftoms and port duties are 
another branch of the revenue, but thefe do not amount to much here, for they have 
no confiderable port except Gambron. As for the merchandize carried into Perfia or 
out of it-by land, they only pay a fmall fum for a camel’s load, and proportionably for 
every mule or ox, without examining what the packs contain. But that part of the 
revenue which is merely cafual, exceeds all the reft, viz. what arifes by the confifcated 
eftates, and the prefents which are made by the great lords, governors of provinces, &c. 
and particularly thofe which are made on New-year’s Day. They prefent the Shah with 
wrought filks, horfes, affes, beautiful boys and girls, gold, filver, precious ftones, pers 
fumes, and every thing which is rich and curious, and may ferve for ufe, ornament, 
or. the pleafures of life ; and as there are feveral handicraft trades which pay no duties 
to the crown, as carpenters, mafons, and fome others, thefe are obliged to work for the 
Shah when he requires it, without pay ; whatever buildings or palaces the Shah ereéts 
or repairs, he has only the materials to find, the warden or chief of the trade is obliged 
to fend a certain nuniber of workmen, which faves the treafury a great deal of money, 
and therefore the labour of thofe people may well be efteemed part of the’revenue. 
The maintenance of ambaffadors, and the providing them with carriages, is done alfo 
at the charge of the country, and cofts the Shah nothing. When he has a mind ‘to 
reward any perfon for any fignal piece of fervice, this is done alfo at the expence of 
another ; he fends him perhaps to one of the chans or reat courtiers, with the calaat 
or royal velt, for which the chan makes the meflenger a prefent ufually of ten times 
the value or more, according to the poft he isin. ‘The Shah fometimes expreffes the 
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very fum he expects fhould be paid, which is commonly exceeded out of refpeét, and 
as a proof the perfon values the Prince’s favour. But notwithftanding the impofitions 
above-mentioned, the people do not feem to be oppreffed or impoverifhed ; even the 
tradefmen and hufbandmen appear to be in eafy circumftances, and few of them but 

@bhave rings on their fingers and arms. One gfeat advantage to the fubject is, that fearce 
any of the duties are farmed, and in times of fearcity the court is very indulgent an¢ 
ready to make abatement of their rents and taxes in proportion to the occafion. As to 
poll or perfonal taxes there are none in Perfia, unlefs that which is levied upon thofe of 
a different religion ; nor are neceffary provifions of any kind taxed. y 

‘What the revenue of the crown may amount to in the whole is very uncertain, de- 
pending fo much as it does upon cafualties ; thofe who have attempted to compute it 
fay, that one year with another the revenue amounts to four millions of our money 5. 
which, confidering their troops are moft of them paid out of the lands of the ftate, that 
are not reckoned into this account, is very confiderable ; but as the fplendour and mag- 
nificence of the Perfian court is much beyond any thing we have in Europe, poffibly 
very little of it may remain in the treafury at the year’s end. The court, whether it 
remiains at Ifpahan, Mefched, or any other capital, or removes from one province to 
another, as it ufed to do during the fummer, if we confider the women, the eunuchs,, 
and other officers and fervants, feldom confift.of lefs than ten thoufand perfons which 
belong to the houfehold, not including the troops, or the great men and their depend- 
ents, which it muft require an immenfe fum to maintain. ‘The officers of the revenue: 
fend every year up to court the ftate of their province, and what every town and village 
produces, examined and attefted by the principal inhabitants of the refpetive places, 
which are looked upon as fo many debentures; and thefe given in payment to thofe: 
who are entitled to penfions or {alaries from the crown. In like manner every oe 
nor pays all the officers and foldiers of his province, with affignations on the lands be- 
longing to the province; there is very little money difburfed on thofe occafions, and 
where the pay is fmall, as that of the common foldiers and inferior fervants, one man is 
deputed from the troop or company to receive the wages of the reft, and the refidue,. 
after all demands are fatisfied, is remitted into the imperial treafury. 

It may not be amifs to add a few words concerning the feals under which aéts of ftate 
are paffed in Perfia; they have five feals, which are ufed in five feveral branches of 
bufinefs, one in all fuch affairs as concern the demefne lands. A fecond for commif- 
fions, letters patent, kc. ‘The third only in military affairs. The fourth about the 
revenue; and the fifth in things relating to the houfehold. There are no arms en- 
graven upon them, but on one there are the names of the twelve imans or patriarchs ; 
on the others, a ferap of the Alcoran, or fome pious expreflion, fhewing their depend- 
ence on God, and his prophet Mahomet. The form of one of the feals is round, two 
others are fquare, and the other two are of an irregular foun. The largeft are about 
the bignefs of a crown-picce, and the others about half that bignefs. They are made 
of turquoifcs, rubies, emeralds, or fome other precious ftones. ‘Lhe principal feal the 
Shah always wears about his neck, and on every Friday all inftruments which require 
thefe feals are carried to the palace, and fealed in the Shah’s prefence. ‘The impref- 
fion is made on the paper with a kind of thick ink, and not on wax as with us; the 
fame ufage prevails in moft of the eaftern courts 

1m ‘The generality of the world will agree, from this view of the Perfian policy,. 
that there is no reafon, fo long as their government continues in a fettled condition, to 
look upon the whole nation as flaves and beafts of burthen, It is very certain that 
there are great errors in this, as well as in all the conftitutions founded in the Khoran, 
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and it muft be fa, for that baok itfelf is a mere fyftem of tyranny ; and which is work 


of all, it is pretended that this fyftem came from God. It is upon this principle that the | 
abfolute power of their princes is built: for as to all the qualifications befides, they 
are brought in from the remains of the old Perfian government, which by their appa. 
rent wifdom, and natural rectitude, have continued in ufe through all invafions, and i? 
{pite of all changes of government. Thus the governors, treafurers, and fecretaries of 
of provinces are precifely mentioned, both by facred writers, and by the Greek hif. 
torians, as well as modern travellers. The profound refpe& borne to the Shah is the 
‘remains of that reverence paid to their emperors of old, of which the heathen writers 
are full, which Alexander would have transférred to himfelf, and for which chiefly the 
Romans looked upon the Parthians as a barbarous nation. ; 

But above all, the new-years gifts are the ftrongeft teftimonies of the difficulty. there 
is in extirpating ancient cuftoms among any fet of people. This was the practice in 
the moft early times, and the Perfian emperors with all their pride were then very 
humble to and familiar with their people. They ate and drank with them in public; 
‘they gave audience to all who defired it, and as they received prefents even from the 
meaneft, fo they received every man’s petition, and granted almoft every man his 
requeft, 

There are many other things in which the modern Perfians refemble very much 
‘their remoteft anceftors, but in nothing more than. in their natural inclination to and, 
‘wonderful genius for poetry. This is fo. univerfal, that every chan, and indeed. every: 
‘rich, and powerful man, keeps a. poet in his houfe, to whom occafionally they give 
themes, and it is wonderful how well and how fuddenly they execute them, Thefe. 
fort. of people alfo frequent coffee-houfes,. and other public places, where, for the 
amufement of idle people, they repeat their performances with infinite fpirit, and with 
‘inimitable grace. If is certain. that the Perfians are very nice in their rhime, but fome.., 
what loofe in their numbers, that is to fay, they. regard cadence mere than uantity. 
Yet no nation in the world has more of that enthufiaim, which is the effence s poetry, 
the very found. of their verles.fufficiently diftinguifhes the fubject, even to the ears of 
thofe who are little acquainted with their language ; fo that foreigners are never at a. 
lofs to know whether their poems are merry or melancholy, humourous. or. grave, in- 
tended tg inftrua, or.calculated only to divert. 

Tn thort, almoft all their learning’ confifts in poetry, for their proverbs ara.in rhime, 
fo are their fables, and they have hiftories in verfe of a great length, which, though 
fulliciently crowded with fable, are feldom or never without a ground of truth. It is 
true that their modern writers, many of them, make ufe of profe, but even this is in- 
termixed with verfe, and they are alfo very apt to quote verfes in converfation, which 
they are obferved to do with reat propriety. But it is worth our notice, that no kind 
of writing is here fo much jn fathion as fatyr, which is moftly national, and falls, ge. 
nerally {peaking, upon their neighbours. As for example, they reprefent the Turks as 
brutes and barbarians ; and whenever they have a mind to reprefent a blockhead, they 
are fure to paint him in a Turkith drefs. ‘Ihe great indolence, effeminacy and luxur 
of the Indians, are likewife common topics of raillery, and fo are the faults and follies 
of the Tartars; the pride and felf-fufficiency of. the Georsians; the cunning and felf. 
intereftednefs of the Ruffians, and the covetoufnels of the Europeans are frequently eX» 
pofed by their wits. we ie 

They are far from being ignorant of mufic as a {eience ; they learn. by rule, and 
they play by note, though ina manner fo different from ours, that it is a long time be 
Fore it becomes pleafant to a flranger’s ear. There is no fuch thing as finging in parts, 
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but they fing one after another, and they generally fing to fome ftringed inftruments, 
like the lute or viol : their men fing better than the women, but there are not many of 
them that prattife it, finging being looked upon as a feandalous employment in Perfia, 
as well as dancing. People of condition will not fuffer children to learn either the 
one or the other, but it is left almoft entirely to the common wenches and proftitutes, 
as itis indeed all over the Eaft. It is reckoned an indecency in people of any reputa- 
tion to fing, and it would render a man contemptible who fhould attempt it in com- 
pany. The Perfians call their finging-women, Caine, intimating that they derive their 
fkill from the daughters of Cain, who they pretend.were the firit inventors of finging 
and mufic in the Eaft, 

They have a great number of inftruments both of ftring and wind mufic, fome in 
fhape like our hautboys and flutes, others like the viol, harp, virginals, kettle-drums 
and.trumpets; but furely their trumpet is the moft monftrous inftrument for fize and 
found that can be met with ; it is commonly feven or eight feet long, and proportion- 
ably wide at*the great end, and as much as a man can hold up; thefe and their drums 
in a manner drown all other founds, though the lefler inftruments, as has been obferved, 
have no great harmony in them: and indeed their mufic, as it is called, ferves chiefly 
inftead of clocks, to let people know the time of day or night, founding conftantly at 
certain hours, for bells they have none; and when the Shah or any great man goes out 
of his palace, you have always notice of it by thefe drums and trumpets, who ftand 
over the palace gate, or in fome balcony or gallery, and play upon fuch occafions, 
being heard at a vaft diftance. In fome places the mufic and dancing girls make part 
of a great man’s equipage, and run before him when he goes abroad. 

It is obfervable that the ftrings of their inftruments are never made of gut, the touch. 
ing of any thing belonging to a dead animal, ‘efpecially the entrails, being held a pol- 
lution ; they make them therefore of twifted filk or brafs wire, and it is not only in- 
decent, as has been obferved, for people of condition to play upon a mufical inftru. 
ment, but it feems alfo to be prohibited by their religion, and therefore their ecclefie 
aftics and devotees will not fo much as be prefent at fuch entertainments. 

Aftronomy is ftudied in Perfia purely for the fake of aftrology, which laft they term 
the revelation of the ftars. The people of the Eaft look upon aftrology as the key to 
futurity, and they have an infatiable curiofity for prying into things to come. This 
feems to be the principal end of their ftudies, and they look upon a perfon to be ftupid 
and ignorant to the lait degree who {peaks flightly of this feience. ‘The aftrologers of 
Perfia, at leaft the moft celebrated, are all natives of the province of Charafan or Bac- 
tria, and the moft noted among: them of the town of Genabed. The Shah never enter- 
tains an aftrologer who is not of that town. The reafon that the aftronomers here have 
more {kill in their art than elfewhere, it is faid, is becaufe the.air is dricr and purer, by 
which means they have a better opportunity to obferve the motions of the ftars.. If 
we confider the number of aftrologers that are found in Perfia, the rank they hold, 
and the large penfions they receive from the crown, we may eafily guefs at the confi- 
dence that people put in them; they are paid by the government no lefs than four 
hundred thoufand pounds per annum. . 

To the poft of chief aftrologer to his Imperial Majefty there is annexed a penfion 9f 
ten thoufand pounds per annum, and to the fecond aftrologer five thoufand pounds 
per annum, and to the reft according to their fkill. They have alfo in prefents an- 
nually two hundred thoufand pounds, and yet they are fometimes arbitrarily punilhed, 
and put to death for the moft trivial offences, and even for ations the moft Innoccnt Mm 
themfelves, according to the caprice of their prince. Sir John Chardin relates, that jn 
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the reign of Sef, when the Shah and all the great men were affembled to fee fome eri- 

minals of ftate cut in pieces. and the-chief of the aftrologers was there among the reft;” 
the Shah viewing attentively the countenances of his courtiers, obferved that the prins 

cipal aftrologer thut his eyes-at every ftroke of the fabré, as not able to behold fo hor- 

rible a flaughter; he thereupon called to the governor of a prince who fat near him, * 
and bid him put out the eyes of that dog who fat at his left hand, fince he did not ufe 

them, which was executed in an inftant on the unhappy aftrologer, which part of his 

deftiny the flars never revealed to him. 

There are conftantly a certain number of aftrologers in waiting at the royal palace, 
and always fome of the chief of them about the Shah’s perfon, except when he is in the 
haram with his women, who advertife him of the lucky or unlucky moments. Every 
one of them carries an aftrolabe hanging at his girdle, in a neat little cafe not bigger 
than the hollow of one’s hand; they are confulted not only in affairs of importance, 
but frequently upon the teaft trifles ; for inftance, if His Imperi.l Majefty thall go 
abroad ; if it be an aufpicious hour to enter the haram ; if it be a propef time to eat, 
or to give audience, &c. When thefe, queftions are afked, the aftrologer immediately 
takes out his aftrolabe, obferves the fituation of the ftars, and by the affiftance of his 
tables makes his aftrological conclufions, to which they give entire faith as to an oracle, 
offending againft which would be dangerous. 

Their aftronomers obferve pretty juftly the eclipfes of the fun and moon, and often 
foretel the very moment wherein thofe luminaries will be obfcured; but there are in- 
ftances of their being miftaken half an hour, and efpecially in eclipfes of the fun ;. but 
they differ from us in nothing more than in the calculation of the vernal equinox, there 
being fometimes an hour’s difference between them and the Europeans. Comets, they 
apprehend, always portend fome great calamity, but generally fuppofe their: mali 
influences are dire€ted again{t fome other empire than their own. ‘They had neither 
‘celeftial globes, or charts, or telefcopes to obferve the conftellations, till the Europeans 
imported them; they have fince indecd endeavoured to imitate their celeftial globes, 
and had only fome reprefentations of the conftellations before in a book, called The 
Schemes of Abdal Rhamen. It is obfervable, however, that the figures were much 
the fame as on our globes; the longitudes and latitudes of the ftars are alfo marked, 
but a little different from ours. The Perfians generally make forty-eight conftellz- 
tions, and the names of them, for the moft part, are the.fame we give them; but fome 
of them are different. ‘The only inftruments they ufe in any of their operations, are 
the aftrolabe and Jacob’s ftaff; and as it is with thefe alone they take the elevation of 
the pole, it cannot be fuppofed that their latitudes are very exact; their aftrolabes, it 
is true, are very curioufly made, and commvnly by thofe who ufe them. 

The Perfian almanack is called takumi; it is properly a mixture of aftronomy and 
judicial aftrology, containing an account of the conjunctions, oppofitions, afpetts, lon- 
gitudes, latitudes, and, in fhort, the whole difpofition of the heavens. It contains alfo 
prognottics of the moft notable events, as war, famine, plenty, difeafes, and other acci- 
dents of human life, with the lucky or unlucky times for tranfacting all manner of 
affairs, directing the people to regulate their condu& accordingly. The feltivals alfo 
are marked, as in our almanacs, but whereas we divide the year into four parts, they 
make only two, winter and fummer. What is moft obfervable is, that though there 
are great numbers of thefe almanac-makers, and though they frequently difagree even 
in their aftronomical calculations, as well as their predictions, they are neverthelefs 
Yooked upon as infallible; a thing fcarce to be credited, if we had not fome examples 
of the fame kind nearer home. 
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‘Their prognoitications are generally taken from the moon, their artifts believing that 
this fublunary world, as‘it is called, is much more influenced by this planet than by the 
fun. And thefe aftrologers, like other oracles, endeavour conftantly to deliver them- 

felves in dubious and equivocal expreflions, which may bear various meanings ; fo that 
if their predictions prove true in any fenfe, or but in part, they are fure to meet with 
applaufe, though they fhould fail in fome circumftances. They feem to regard the 
earth more than the heavens, and to be governed by the confideration of probable cir. 
cumftances rather than the conftellations, and their predictions on that account are gre- 
quently found true. For inftance, their almanacks are always publifhed in the fpring, 
when the winter is paffed, and according to the weather they then had it is no difficult 
matter to foretel, whether they fhall have good or bad crops in the fummer, efpeciall 
in a climate where it does not vary as in Europe; and from the fame premifes they 
will be able to pafs a tolerable judgment on the health or ficknefs of the enfuing feafons. 
But above all, as the aftrologers are always about the court, and have fo great a fhare 
in the adminiftration of affairs, and fuch credit with all the world, they may be fup- 
ofed to make very fhrewd gueffes in relation to politics. ‘They cannot but obferve the 
frimours and difpofitions of the Prince and his favourites, the likelihood there is that 
one will be reftored, and another difgraced. Nay, they know. very well what an, 
influence themfelves have in thefe cafes, infomuch that there very rarely happens a 
confiderable alteration in the ftate but it is brought about, and is, indeed, the effect of 
fome of their own predictions. : 

But aftrology is not the only foible of this kind, for they have various other forts of 
divination, which have grown intaufe by degrees, under the feveral changes of their 
government. It is true, that for the moft part their aftrologers pradtife thefe, but. 
not exclufively, for there are others who prattife them likewife, more efpecially geo- 
mancy, which is the favourite method of divining throughout all the eaft. Charms 
and amulets againtt difeafes and enchantments are another part of their fuperftition ; 

ou will not find a Perfian without his amulet, and fome of them almoft loaded with 
them, they put them alfo about the necks of their dameftic animals; thefe amulets 
have certain infcriptions on paper, and fometimes on precious ftones, and thefe infcrip- 
tions they wear in little bags about them ; they contain fome paffages of the Alcoran, 
or fentences of their faints or prophets, applicable to the difeafe or enchantment they 
would avert: the Perfians alfo are extravagantly fuperftitious in relation to days and 
times. They depend in thefe cafes as much on the diviners and aftrologers, as a child 
upon its nurfe ; for inftance, when the Shah is upon a journey the aftrologers will make 
him rife at midnight, and begin his march in the worft weather that can happen, and 
perhaps out of the high road, to avoid the unfortunate hour, or his evil ftars, as from 
ignorance or knavery they moft impudently call them. 

We mutt not, however, imagine, notwithftanding thefe follies are very general, that 
there is not fome kind of real and: ufeful learning amongft this great nation. Moral 
philofophy is in high credit with them, and is not only taught but practifed; they 
have many excellent and judicious books upon this fubje@t, in which the viciffitudes of 
human life, and the folly of placing happinefs in fenfual enjoyments, are very fully and 
very finely ftated. As for the ordinary parts of education, and fuch ‘as may fit youth 
for common bufinefs, they have as many conveniences as other people: ‘There are 
abundance of {chools in every town, where, befides the Perfian, is taught the Arabic, 
which is their learned language ; the Alcoran, and their other facred writings, are all 
in this language ; and the Alcoran is looked upon as the flandard of good language 
both for grammar and rhetoric. People of condition chufe to have private tus ee 
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their children, rather than fend them to thefe public fchools; and: no nation, it is faid, 
is more intent on the education of children, and breeding them up to manly exerciles 
than the Perfians. Their fchools are called Mekteb, which fignifies an entrance ; this 
being, fay they, the gate by which the lads enter into the {ciences. 

There are, as has been faid, many in every town, and the expence of fchooling is 
very {mall. They learn the Perfian and Arabian languages, with writing and accounts, 
which when they are arrived at fome perfection in, they are removed to fome college, 
or Nedres, as they call them, which fignifies a place where their doctrines or principles 
of their religion are taught. Their colleges are all endowed, and fome of them very 
richly ; the largeft have fifty or fixty apartments, and to each of them belong two 
chambers. In thofe colleges that are beft endowed, every fcholar has about two fhil- 
lings a day allowed him, which he lays out as he thinks fit, for they do not common 
together. ; 

‘There are fome colleges where the ftudents have no more than a pénny a day, and 
yet intereft is made to get into one of thefe on account of having a lodging gratis, and 
fome other cafual advantages. Many here are, who get in without any defign to 
ftudy, and live and grow old in thofe houfes, and are allowed to have their wives and 
children with them, whofe principal defign feems to be in eafe and idlenefs. There are 
abundance of colleges in the great towns of Perfia, and fome in-the villages. The Per- 
fians lay out the greateft part of their charities in public foundations. In the firft place, 
they ufually build a caravanferai’ for the lodging of travellers gratis; afterwards a 
bagnio, a coffee-houfe, a bazar, or market-place, and they purchafe alfo a garden, and 
thefe they let out, and apply the revenues arifing from them towards the building and 
endowing of a college. ‘Ihe founder and his heirs have the appointment of the head 
and governors of the fociety ; and if the founder’s eftate happens to be forfeited tu the 
crown, the Shah has the nomination. In Ifpahan there are fifty-feven colleges, moft of 
them of royal foundation, or which have devolved to the crown ; there are profeffors 
who teach the fciences in every college, to whom the fcholars make an annual allow. _ 
ance for their trouble ; but as there are feveral who read lectures gratis, the fcholars 
frequently refort to thefe, and forfake their proper tutors. ; 

Thofe itudents who are men of parts and learning, may have a falary in any great 
man’s houfe for inftructing his children ; for thefe never fend their children either to 
fchools or colleges, but have them educated in their own houfe. The head of the houfe 
admits or excludes whom he fees fit, and pays the ftudents their penfions monthly, fo 
that they fhew him abundance of refpe&t. Befides their colleges, there are in every 
town thofe who teach the liberal arts gratis, and thefe are frequently great officers who 
have been difcarded, or have voluntarily retired from court. hefe frequently allow 
their difciples books and paper, and entertain them at their own expence certain days 
in the- week, and fometimes clothe their pupils and give them money, and by this 
means they endeavour to recover their reputation with the people; for nothing gives 
a gentleman fuch a reputation in Perfia, as the inftru@ting great numbers of fcholars 
at their own expence, and their being patrons of learning and learnéd men. Thefe 
are circumftances that muft effectually prove, that the Europeans have no right to treat 
the Perfians as a rude and barbarous people. 

As the cuftoms and manners, fo the reading and learning of all nations mutt differ, and 
the wider and more remote thefe differences are, the readier the vulgar on both fides feem 
to be in deriding and contemning each other ; but as this humour proceeds from the fame 
principle in both cafes, viz. that of prefuming themfelves to be the ftandard by which 
the wifdom and civility, the learning and politenefs of all other nations are to be. de- 
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termined ; and as this is a point not to be defended, it ought to be given up as no better 
than a popular error in both. It has been already obferved, that a great part of the 
modern conttitution of Perfia is derived from the ancient form of government that 
prevailed under their old Emperors, that is, the feries of Princes, who governed that 
which is fo well known to the learned world, by the title of the fecond general empire, 
allowing the Affyrian to be the firft. It is, therefore, well worthy our notice, that con- 
ftitutions judicioufly fettled, are of fo permanent a nature, and. have fuch an interior 
ftrength and folidity, as not only to refift the power of time, but even of repeated inya~ 
fions, to which it is certain, that.no country in the world has been more fubjedt than. 
this of which we are fpeaking. We may from hence difcern, that though nations 
waite away, and are loft, as well as all the monuments of their power and greatnefs, 
yet the effects of their wifdom remain, and the coquerors themfelves are content to 
receive and fubmit, for their own fakes, and from a conviction of their excellence, to 
the laws of the conquered. . 

‘We know that this has been heretofore obferved of the Egyptians ; we know that in 
much later times it has been confeffed in reference to the Chinefe, but I do not re- 
member to have feen this remark made before as to the Perfians. Yet I arrogate 
nothing to myfelf upon this head; for whoever reads Dr. Hyde’s learned book, and 
compares it with the modern accounts of Perfia, muft difcover it at firft fight. At this 
day the-whole plan of the Perfian conttitution, except the ecclefiaftical part of it, which 
is changed by the introduétion of Mahometanifm, is very near the fame that it was three 
thoufand years ago ; and yet the Perfees, who are the remains of the ancient people of 
Perfia, to whom that conttitution belonged, are now reduced to fo inconfiderable a 
remnant, that it is doubted whether there may be ten thoufand fouls left in Perfia of 
this race. Thofe that are left, indeed, preferve their primitive cuftoms, and are au- 
thentic witneffes of the truths reported of them by the moft learned writers. It is, 
indeed, true, that there is another {mall colony of thefe people in the Indies, and it may 
not be amifs to put the reader in mind of a conjecture, mentioned in Commodore 
Roggewin’s voyage, that fome iflands, difcovered by hing in the South Seas, are actually 
peopled by the relitts of thefe ancient Perfians. 

I had mfelf an opportunity of converfing for feveral years with a very fenfible phy- 
fician, who went that voyage, to whom I was indebted for many of the particulars pub- 
lifhed therein ; and who is dead fince they were publithed. Of this gentleman I very 
carefully enquired what the reafons were which induced him and his companions to 
advance that notion, which at firft fight is none of the moft probable. He told me the 
caufes were chiefly three ; Firft, that their complexions, in the fentiments of thofe who 
had feen fome of the Gubers in Perfia, very much refembled them, and were very 
unlike cither the inhabitants of Afric, or of India; for whereas the former are of a 
black, and the latter of a reddifh or iron colour; thefe were of a light olive, and yet 
their afpects differed abfolutely from the Chinefe and Tartars. ‘The fecond caufe he 
affigned, was their worfhipping the fun and fire ; turning towards the eaft when they 
prayed, and ufing a low or whifpering voice, all of which are fuitable enough to the 
Gubers, or Gaurs, as the Turks call them. The third was the innocency of their 
manners, the quiet and peaceable life they lead, the pains they took in cultivating their 
lands, and their great induftry in feveral ingenious manufactures. I fhall not take upon 
me to determine what credit is due to thefe conjectures, but fhall content myfelf 
with obferving, that they are worth remembering ; and confidering perhaps, our 
pofterity may have an opportunity by converfing with thefe people, to enter into them 
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One thing more I recolleét that paffed upon this fubjeét, and it was this that inge. 
nious gentleman obferved to me, that though we had various travels through and 
accounts of Perfia, yet we had no: general or correét hiftory of it, by which a curious 
perfon might fee in a little time, what changes had happened therein, from the earlieft 
ages down to the prefent, which he thought might be of very great ufe, even though it 
were digefted into a very narrow ae ay Upon mature deliberation, I faw the truth 
and expediency of this in the ftrongeft light, and that nothing difabled us fo much in 
this part of the world from forming a right judgment of affairs in thofe parts, as the not 
having diftinét and correct views of the fucceflions of their Princes, 
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N the 27th of February 1786, I embarked on board the thip Yarmouth, Captain 
Greenly commander, for Bombay, in my way to Perfia, having obtained a fur- 
Jough from the Council, for three years. 

On the 7th of March we left the pilot. —22d March we made the land, about 12 
o’clock 'P. M. — ran paft our port in the night about twelve miles: -—— 23d, all day 
nearly becalmed ; anchored at fix in the evening: — 24th, at day-light, made fail y 
at feven, faw the flag-{taff at Point de Galle ; at twelve, went on fhore. 

Point de Galle.] Point de Galle is a fmall fort, fituated on the fouth-weft fide of 
the ifland of Ceylon, belonging to the Dutch Eaft India Company, and has a com- 
mandant and a fmall military force ; the commandant is fubject to the orders of the 
governor of Columbo, the chief refidency on the fame ifland; the inhabitants, ex- 
cepting the Dutch, are a mixture of Malabars and native Portuguefe; but great num- 
bers of the latter, efpecially of the lower clafs of people. There isa tolerable tavern 
here, the only one in the place; the living very cheap. Here is little trade at this 
place, excepting on account of the.Dutch Company. Topazes, amethyfts, and other 
precious ftoncs, are found on the ifland of Ceylon, and brought here for fale ; but it 
is dangerous to purchafe them, when fet, without being {killed in thofe commodities 5 
the people who fell them being very expert in making the falfe ftones appear like true 
ones, by colouring them at the bottom. No kind of fpice, nutmegs, or any other 
rarities for which this ifland is fo celebrated, are to be met with at this place; nor did 
we, on our approach to the ifland, perceive any of thofe odoriferous gales defcribed 
by travellers, as exhaling from the cinnamon and other fpices with which this ifland 
abounds. The harbour is circular; at the entrance of it lie many roeks, juft above 
the furface of the water, which make it very dangerous for ftrange fhips to go in, 
without a pilot; the waves beat with amazing violence againft the fortifications. 
Along, and almoft all around the harbour, are the country houfes of the inhabitants, 
which have a pleafing effeét to the eye; the road to thefe, by land, is through a grove 
of cocoa-nut trees, which forms an agreeable fhade. However, this place muft be very 
unhealthy, as very high hills lie clofe behind the houfes, and exhale noxious vapours 
both morning and evening, which make it very precarious to the inhabirants in point 
of health ; they are in general fickly, but particularly Europeans. I obferved. im the 
courfe of a few hours’ ftay on fhore, feveral people whofe legs were {welled in a moft 
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extraordinary manner ; this the natives account for, from the badnefs of the water, 
and the vapours which arife from the adjoining hills. I have heard that the inhabi- 
tarits of Malacca are liable to the fame difeafe, and from fimilar caufes. 

Fith is to be had here in great plenty ; poultry of all kinds is very {earce ; the fruits 
are chiefly plantains, pine-apples, and pumple nofes; the cocoa-nuts are alfo in great 
plenty and very good; the bread is tolerable, but the butter execrable, it being little 
better than train oil; and indeed this is the cafe in all the Dutch fettlements, and moft 
other foreign ones, the French and Englith excepted. We flept on fhore that night ; 
and, not being able to fell any part of the cargo, the next morning went on board, 
and failed immediately. On the 29th faw the land a little to the eaftward of Cape 
Comorin, and the 31{ft of March came to anchor in the roads of Anjengo, where we 
found the Company’s thip the Duke of Montrofe, waiting for a cargo of pepper. On 
the 1ft of April went on thore at day-light, and returned on board in the evening. 

Anjengo.| Anjengo is a fmall fort and Englith refidency, the firft that you ar- 
rive at upon the Malabar coalt from Cape Comorin : the inhabitants are Malabars and 
native Portuguefe, mixed. It is reported to’be one of the firft places in India for in- 
telligence, and the Englith have received great fervice from it in that refpect during 
the late war ; it would be ftill more advantageous if the road to Europe by way of 
Suez was open, but that has been for fome time fhut up, on account of fome unhapp 
differences. At Anjengo there is a poft to feveral parts of India; this is but lately 
eftablifhed. On the 2d of April, failed; 6th, faw a fhip at anchor in Cocheen roads, 
which we could not enter, being driven off by the moft violent gale of wind I ever 
experienced ; it lafted fix-and-thirty hours without ceffation, the fea running moun- 
tains high. Fortunately, the fhip received no damage, excepting the lofs of the main 
yard, which was broken in two. On the 8th we found ourfelves, by obfervation, to 
the northward of our port: on the gth, came to anchor in Cocheen roads, and went 
on fhore immediately. 

Cocheen.] Cocheen is a large fettlement belonging to the Dutch Eaft India 
Company. It is very populous, and a place of great trade ; the inhabitants are a mix- 
ture of a variety of Eaftern nations, being compofed of Malabars, Araienians, Per- 
fians, Arabians, Jews, Indians, and native Portuguefe. The Jews occupy a whole 
village, a little to the weftward of the town; they live feparate trom the reit of the 
inhabitants: I went into feveral of their houfes, and could not help obferving, in this 
people, a {triking peculiarity of features, different from any I had ever feen ; a ree 
femblance feemed to run through the whole, as if they were all of one family : they 
feldom or ever marry out of their own tribe, by which the likenefs is preferved, from 
father to fon, for a long time. Iam told there is the fame fimilarity of features to be 
obferved amongft the Jews of Amfterdam in Holland, and other parts of Europe. 
‘This certainly ferves to diftinguifh them more as an original people than any other. 
They have a good fynagogue here, and are lefs opprefled, and have more liberty, than 
in moft other parts of the Eaft. The rajah of Cocheen refides here, but lives in an 
indifferent {tate, being fo much oppreffed by the Nabob Tippoo on the one hand, and 
the Dutch on the other, as to have little or nothing left for him{clf, He is a Gentoo. 
Cocheen, in former times, was a place of confiderable celebrity, and was one of the 
: places pitched upon by the firft Portuguefe fettlers in the Eat, after the difcovery of 
the paflage round the Cape of Good Hope by Vafco de Gama; but that people have 
now very little left of the vaft wealth and power they formerly enjoyed ; a revolution 
of three centuries has reduced them below mediocrity in the general {cale of Euro- 
pean adventurers. ‘The fort is a very large one, and very well fortified on the land 
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fide; towards the fea not fo well, but it is fecured by a very dangerous bar, which 
will not admit of fhips coming nearer the fhore than three or four miles. There are 
fome regular Dutch troops in the garrifon, and a few native militia; there was alfo 
here part of a French regiment, which the Dutch borrowed during the late war, 

Provifions of every kind are to be had here in the greateft plenty. The 10th 
’ failed ; on the 15th, we came to anchor in Tellicherry roads; 16th, having received 
a very polite invitation from my friend and fchool-fellow Mr. Ince, I went on fhore, 
and {pent feveral very pleafant days with him. 

Téllicherry.| Among other places I faw in and about Tellicherry, I had a view 
of the fortifications, or rather of the regular lines drawn round Tellicherry, for the 
defence of the place againft the Nabob Hyder Ali, during the late war. Thefe lines 
are exceedingly ftrong ; they take in a fpace of about three miles and a half in circum- 
ference, and are well defended by batteries and redoubts; a river runs parallel to the - 
weftern angle, which breaking off from thence runs among the hills: here the Englith 
troops fuftained a fevere fiege for feveral years, againft the army of Hyder, under the 
command of Sadik Khan; however, on the arrival of Major Abingdon with a reine 
forcement from the Bombay fettlement, the garrifon made a moft {pirited and {uccefs- 
ful fally, in which having defeated the enemy and killed great numbers of them, they 
at length compelled them to raife the fiege ; obtaining, at the fame time, a confiderable 
booty of horfes, tents, and elephants. The general of the enemy was dangeroufly 
wounded and taken prifoner, and died a few days after, of that and a broken heart, at 
Tellicherry. Iam informed that if he had lived and returned to the prefence, he 
would have been cafhiered, as the Nabob Hyder had fet his heart on the reduction of 
the place. He lies buried clofe to the fort of Tellicherry ; a tomb has been eretted 
to him, in which lamps are continually burning, which many Muffulmen vifit out of 
refpect to the memory of the deceafed. ‘he lines in fome parts appear rather out of 
order, as they have not been thoroughly repaired fince the fiege of the place, and I 
am inclined to think a great number of troops would be requifite for their defence: 
againit a refolute enemy, owing to their great extent ; they are now repairing thtough- 
out, as the government entertain an idea of the importance of the place, which is cer- 
tainly confiderable, in cafe of a war with Hyder, as by his being in poffeffion of ithe 
might grcatly injure the other fettlements of the Englith on the Malabar Coaft. 

‘The garrifon of Tellicherry confifts generally, in time of peace, of one battalion of 
fepoys, a company of artillery, and fometimes a company of European infantry ; they 
are alfo able to raife about three thoufand native militia, The view of the country 
round Tellicherry is very pleafant, confifting of irregular hills and vallies. The boun- 
daries of the Englith are terminated by the oppofite fide of the river, and at a very little 
diftance is a {trong fortrefs of the Nabob Hyder; if the lines were once to be forced, 
the place would foon fall, the fort of Tellicherry itfelf having no kind of defence. 
‘Fellicherry is efteemed by all who refide there, to be one of the healthieft places in 
India, Europeans feldom dying there; it is alfo much reforted to by convalefcents : 
the fea produces plenty of very fine oyfters, and provifions of all kinds are to be had 
in abundance. 

I obferved, in the Company’s garden, the pepper vine, which grows in a curious 
manner, and fomething fimilar to the grape ; the pepper on it, when fit to gather, ap. 
pears in {mall bunches ; it is in fize fomething larger than the head of a {mall pea; 
the pepper, however, for the Company’s fhips’ cargoes, is brought from fome diftance 
4n the country. Tellicherry alfo produces the coffee tree. : 
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On the 28th, in the evening, we failed; and on the 29th we anchored in the roads 
of Goa, off the Fort Alguarda. 

Goa.]_ Goa is a large city, and was once populous ; it is the capital of the Por. 
tuguefe fettlements on this fide the Cape of Good Hope ; it is the refidence of a Cap. 
tain General fent from Portugal, who lives in great fplendour. The city ftands upon 
the banks of a river of the fame name, about twelve miles diftant from the entrance 
of the harbour : the view up this river is truly delightful, the banks on either fide are 
adorned with churches, and country feats of the Portuguefe, interfperfed with groves 
and vallies; the river has feveral pleafing openings as it winds along, its banks are 
tow, but the hills behind rife to an amazing height, and add grandeur to the fpedtacle, 
greatly tending alfo to beautify the profpeét. The city of Gea itfelf is adorned with 
many fine churches, magnificently decorated; dad has feveral handfome convents. 
The.church of Saint Augufline is a noble ftruéture, and is adorned in the infide by 
many fine pictures ; it flands on the top of a hill, from whence you have an extenfive | 
view of the city and adjacent country : it is a circumitance that has always been ob: ' 
ferved, and very juftly, that the Portuguefe have ever chofen the fpots for their’ ¢ 
vents and churches in the moft delightful fituations. I have obferved it inthe Braz 






and the inhabitants of Goa have by no means failed in attention. to this point, all their 


public buildings cr well fituated. The body of this church :is precious; ‘aiid the: 
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grand altar-piece finifhed in the moft elegant ftyle. . The building of the choir is of; 
Gothic architecture, and therefore of anuquity. This church has a convent adjoining 
to it, in which live a fet of religious monks, of the order of St. Auguftine: fome of 
the brothers of this convent have given popes and cardinals to the Roman See, as ap- 
pears by their portraits which are hung up in a neat chapel dedicated to St. Auguftine, 
the patron of the order. Adjoining to-this-church is a convent of religious women, 
who have taken the veil, and are therefore prohibited from all kind of intercourfe with 
the world : thefe chiefly confit of the daughters and nieces of the Portuguefe inha- 
Bitants of the place ; and a fum of money is generally given with them, on their en- 
‘trance into.the convent. A little lower, on the declivity of the hill, ftands another 
churc, dedicated to the Bon Jefus, in which is the chapel of Saint Francifco’ de: 
Xaviere, whofe tomb it contains: this chapel is a moft fuperb and magnificent place ; 
the tomb of the faint is entirely of fine black marble, brought from Lifbon; on the 
four fides of it the principal ations of the life of the Saint are moft elegantly carved 
in baffo relievo ; thefe reprefent his converting the different nations to the Catholic 
faith: the figures are done to the life, and moft admirably executed : it extends to the 
top in a pyramidical form, which ierminates- with a coronet of mother-of-pearl, On 
the fides of this chapel are excellent paintings, done by Italian mafters 3 the fubjetts 
chiefly from feripture. This tomb, and the chapel appertaining to it, muft have coft 
an immenfe fum of money; the Portuguefe juftly efteem it the greateft rarity in the 
place. _In the valley below is another convent for young ladies who have not taken 
the veil; out.of this convent the Portuguefe and others who go there may marry: 
fome of the ladies have {mall portions, others none. As far as I could learn, the cea 
remony obferved on taking out one of thefe ladies is as follows: When a gentleman, 
after vifiting often at the grate, fhall have chofen one to whom he wifhes to pay his 
addreffes, an exchange of rings between the parties is firft made; after which the 
lover is permitted to vifit his miftrefs.in the convent, in the prefence of one of the 
matrons ; then if he ftill holds his purpofe, he is obliged to make a folemn promife of 
suarriage, in the prefence of the archbithop of the place ; which being done, he etd 
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take her away whenever he pleafes: after which the archbifhop marries them. It -is, 
however, to be obferved, that the lover, whoever he is, muft firft make profeffion of 
the Roman Catholic perfuafion, otherwife no conneétion would be allowed. I ifaw 
three of the young ladies, who were really fine girls, and could-not help making fome 
refleGions on their unhappy fituation ; fhut up in a wretched -convent, where they 
mult pine away their youth, unlefs capricious chance fhould befriend them in the ap- 
pearance of a hufband : and being deprived of the company of men, for whom they 
were formed to grace fociety and create affeGtion, they mult, if capable of refle€tion, - 
think themfelves moft unhappy. 

The Captain-General of Goa is alfo Commander in Chief of all the Portuguefe forées 
in the Eaft Indies. They have here two regiments of European infantry, three legions of 
fepoys, three troops of native light horfe, and a militia ; in all, about five thoufand men, 
Goa is at prefent on the decline, and in little or no eftimation with the country powers; - 
indeed their bigotry and fuperftitious attachment to their faith is fo general, that the 
inhabitants; formerly populous,.are now reduced to a few thinly inhabited villages 5 
the chief.part of whom have been baptized ; for they will not fuffer any Muffulman 
or Gentoo to live within the precin&s of the city; and thefe few are unable to carry 
on the hufbandry or manufactures of the country. The court of Portugal is obliged 
to fend out annually a very large fum of money, to defray the current expences ‘of 
the government ; which money is generally {wallowed up by the convents and fol- 
diery. Af other meafures are not purfued, Goa muft, in a very few years, fink to 
nothing: though it is evident that the internal decay of the government has been oc- 
cafioned by the oppreffion and bigotry of the priefts, and the expulfion of fo many 
ufeful hands ; yet the court of Portugal cannot be prevailed upon to alter its mea. 
fures, although the flourifhing fituation of the Englifh and other European fettlements 
(and of which one caufe is certainly the mild and tolerant principles adhered to in points 
of religion, provided it interferes not with the affairs of government) is continually 
before their eyes. The Nabob Tippo has lately fhewn an inclination to attack them, 
but was fuddenly called off. by the Marratas : the Portuguefe much fear he will return: 
and fhould he, there is little doubt but that the place wiil furrender to him. The glo- 
rious times of Albuquerque are now no more ; power and wealth have long fince taken 
their flight from the difcoverers of the Eaft! There was formerly an Inquifition at 
this place, but it is now abolifhed ; the building ftill remains, and by its black outfide 
appears a fit emblem of the cruel and bloody tranfaGions thet pafled within its walls! 
Provifions are to be had at this place in great plenty and perfe&tion; the Captain. 
General lives in great ftate ; he is a well-bred man, and fond of the company of the 
Englifh, whom he treats with great hofpitality.—24th, failed ; May.13th faw the light. . 
houfe at Bombay, about nine in the morning. : 

Bombay.] "The ifland of Bombay is in the poffeflion of the Englifh Eaft India 
Company ; it is fituated on the Coaft of Conkan, in Lat. 19 North, and Long. 72. 28. 
Fait ; it was granted, as part of the marriage portion with the Infanta of Portugal) to 
Charles IL, “Che harbour is capable of containing three hundred fail of fhips with the 
greateft fafety : there is alfo a moft excellent dock, in which fhips of his Majelty’s 
{quadron, and others, are repaired, refitted, and completely equipped for fea. They 
build alfo here all forts of veffels ; and the workmen in the yard are very ingenious 
and dexterous, not rea to our. beft thip-wrights in England. = ‘This iffand is ver 
beautiful, and as populous for its fize as any in the world; merchants and others oi 
ing to fettle here from the different parts of the Deckan, Malabar, and Coromarida ¢ 
as well as the Guzerat country : amongft thofe of the iatter place, are many Perfee 
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families; thefe are defcended from the remains of the ancient Gubres, or worthippers 
of fire: moft of the country merchants, as well as the menial fervants of the ifland, 
are of this faith. They are very rich, and have in their hands the management of all 
mercantile affairs. "Thejr religion, as far as 1 could gain any information, is much 
corrupted from the ancient worthip ; they acknowledge that feveral Hindoo forms and 
ceremonies have crept in amongft them, probably in compliance to the natives, in order 
to conciliate their affections, I have heard it obferved, however, that the Hindoo 
religion does, in itfelf, bear fome analogy to the ancient Perfian worfhip: it feems 
their facred book, the Zend, which is faid to have been written by their celebrated 
prophet Zerdufht (called by us Zoroafter), is at prefent only a copy of a few ‘centu- 
ries; which mutt, of courfe, invalidate its authenticity ; as that prophet, according to 
the Perfian hiftorians, lived more than three thoufand years ago; and indeed it is an 
indifputable faG, that what religious books were in being at the time of the Grecian 
conquefts of that country, were carefully collected and burnt, by the exprefs orders of 
Alexander, and. were totally deftroyed at the fubfequent conquefts of that country by 
the Saracens: at which period alfo happened the introduétion of the Mahomedan.re- 
ligion. By thefe means their religion and language underwent a total change, the 
very traces of both which have long fince difappeared, as is evident by the many fruit. 
lefs efforts made to decypher thofe infcriptions till difcernible on the walls of Perfe- 
polis, bearing not the leaft analogy to any character now exifting. Hence it may be 
inferred, that what is now given as the ancient charaéter and language of this cele. 
brated people, is no more than an invention of a later date, and there remains not a 
probability that their real Zend will ever be known. The ifland of Bombay is about 
eight miles in length, and twenty in circumference: the moft remarkable natural cu- 
riofity the ifland produces is a fmall fith; this fith, according to the defcription of a 
gentleman who has feen it, and from whom I received my information, is in “form 
fomewhat like a mufcle, about four inches long, and has upon the top of its back, and 
near the head, a {mall valve, on the opening of which you difcover a liquor of a ftrong 
purple colour, which, when dropped on a piece of cloth, retains the hue. It is found 
chiefly in the months of September and Oétober ; and it is obferved the female fifh 
has not this valve, which diftinguifhes the fexes. It is not improbable to fuppofe that 
this fith is of the fame nature as the ancient Murex or fhell fith, by which the Romans 
attained the art of dyeing to fuch perfeétion ; and is fimilar to that found formerly on 
the coafts of Tyre. The Company’s forces at this Prefidency confit of eight bat- 
talions of fepoys, a regiment of European infantry, and a corps of European artillery 
and engineers. During the late long and very fevere war, the Bombay troops have 
diftinguifhed themfelves in a peculiar manner, and the campaign of Bedanore, and the 
fieges of Tellicherry and Mangalore, will long remain teftimonials of high military 
abilities, as well as of their bravery and patience under fevere duty. The breed of 
fheep on this ifland is very indifferent, and all the neceffaries of life are much dearer 
than in any other part of India. A work on this ifland is worthy of obfervation ; it 
is a caufeway on the fouthern part, about a mile in length, and forty feet in breadth, 
eight of which on each fide are of folid ftone; the remainder in the centre is filled up 
with earth, a cement of clay, and other materials ; the whole forming fuch a body as 
will endure for many ages. This work keeps upsthe communication with the other 
parts of the ifland during the feafon of the Monfoon, which would otherwife overflow 
it, and caufe infinite damage. 

Dec. 13th, after being detained feven months at this iland, for want of a paflage, 
Tat length embarked on board-an Arabian fhip, bound for Buffora, in company with 
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Captain Mitchell and Lieuts. James and Curry, of the Madras military eftablifhment, 
who were on their way to Europe over land. We had on board an exadt epitome of 
Afia, being a collection of Armenians, Perfians, Arabians, Ethiopians. Jews; Greeks, 
and Indians, who created as much confufion of tongues as at the building of the tower. 
of Babel. On the 24th, in the evening, we faw Cape Rofalgate; and on the it. of 
January, 1787, came to anchor in the harbour of Mufcat. The entrance into this 
harbour is truly pidturefque ; it has a bold fhore, with a range of high mountains ex- 
tending about fixty miles in length from Cape Rofalgate (which is oppofite the Scin- 
dian Gulph), to Mufcat, and forms a very grand natural profpeét: the ruggednels of 
the rocks marking very charaéteriftically the country of Arabia. The inner harbour 
is guarded by two forts, very indifferently fituated. Miufcat itfelf is a place of con- 
fiderable trade, as well with the Arabian and Perfian Gulphs, as with Surat, Bombay, 
and the Coafts of Malabar and Coromandel. The town, as is ufual in moft Eaftern, 
countries, is badly built, and the ftreets very narrow ; they have, however, a good and. 
well furnifhed bazar, roofed at the top; the ftreets crofs each other at right angles, 
arid to each is allotted its particular merchandife for fale. Mufcat lies in lat. 23° 15 N. 
oppofite to the Gulph of Ormuz, and is governed by an Jmaum, or independent prince, 
over the province of Oman, of which Mufcat is the capital. This province of Oman 
is a part of Yemen, or Arabia Felix; the Imaum refides at a diftance of two days 
journey inland, where he lives in fplendour ; his Vakeel Sheick Khulfaun received us. 
with great civility. The whole country round this place is one continued folid rock, . 
without a blade of grafs, or any kind of verdure to be feen ; but this barrennefs the. 
natives affirm to be amply recompenfed by the fertility and beauty of the inland coun- 
try 5 as indeed it ought to be. ‘The reflection of the fun from thefe rocks muft ne- 
ceffarily caufe intenfe and almoft infupportable heats, which during the fummer feafon 
are fo great, that all the natives, who are able, retire inland as foon as they commence 5 
this, added to the fatal effets of the fmall-pox, for which they have no cure, beng 
ignorant of the application of medicine, caufes the people in general to be afflicted wit 
diforders in their eyes; fo much fo, that you fcarcely meet one perfon out of three, 
who has not vifibly fuffered from either of the caufes above mentioned. Several Gen- 
too merchants refide here, for the convenience of trade; alfo a broker on the behalf 
of the Englith Eaft India Company ; but the government will not admit (though often 
urged to it) of any European factory being eftablifhed. The police in Mufcat-is ex- 
cellent. On the 25th of January, Captain James Mitchell, our fellow-pafienger, died, 
to the great gricf of us all: we interred him the fame day, on fhore, at Mufcat ;, a 
Dutch fhip lying in the harbour, commanded by Captain Stewart, faluted the corpfe 
on going on fhore with nine guns, as did alfo an Englith fnow, there at the fame time. 
His funeral was as decently condutted as circumftances would admit, and every atten- 
tion poffible was paid to his remains. On the 26th we failed for Buffora. On the 
4th of February, we alfo loft Lieutenant Thomas James, another of our companions ; 
whofe body we committed to the deep. Shortly after, Mr. Curry and myfelf, who 
were the only two remaining, fell fick of violent fevers, which Jafted near a month, 
and reduced us fo much, that we had reafon to expeét the fame fate. On the 28th 
of February, arrived at Abu Shehr. Lieutenant Curry and myfelf went on fhore, 
where we were received by Mr. Galley, the Company’s refident at that place. ~ 

4iu Shebr.} Abu Shehr is a {mall fea-port town on the coalt of Perfia, and is 
under the government of a Sheick, who is tributary to Shirauz, The Englith Eaft 
India Company have a fatory here, but I believe little bufinels is carried on, owing to 
the rujnous {tate of Perfia: caravans come frequently to this place from Shirauz, and 
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bring the commodities of that-city, which are. exported to different parts of India.” : 
On the gth of March, my good friend, Lieutenant Curry, quitted me, and proceeded’ 
to Buffora §. our parting was painful to us, as we had lately experienced many trying : 
fcenes together, which cemented our friendfhip ; but our feparate deftinations made _ 
it neceflary. An oppoffunity offering thortly afterwards of proceeding to Shirauz, I 
eagerly embraced it, although not yet quite recovered from my fever, and aceordingly 
determined to fet out with a cafila or caravan, juft then on the point of departure. 

Set out for Shirauz.] On the 15th of March, I left Abu Shehr: our cafila cons 
fifted of about thirty mules, and twenty or thirty horfes ; thefe and camels being the 
only mode of travelling made ufe of in this country. Our firft day’s march was about 
four furfengs, or fixteen Englifh miles; the road at fetting out lay over a barren plain, 
but the latter part of the way coming to fome verdure, we halted at a place called 
Checanduck. The Perfian furfeng is the raparevym Parafanga of the Greeks, and 
is equal in meafurement to nearly four Englith miles. The r6th, we travelled four 
furfengs, the moft part in the night, and arrived about eight o’clock in the morning, 
near Berazgoon, a confiderable and populous village, furrounded by a brick wall, and 
flanked with turrets, under the dominion, and dependent of Shirauz. Halted that day 
and the next, for the purpofe of fhoeing the horfes and mules belonging to the cafila, 
preparatory to our afcending the mountains, which we were now approaching. 18th, 
Moved at four-in the morning, and about eight encamped near the village of Dowlakie, 
diftance three furfengs. 19th. Moved at four in the morning, and a little after fix _ 
entered the narrow pafs which is the road to the four mountains, and is exceedingly 
difficult, from the great number of loofe ftones. At nine encamped at fome diftance 
on the other fide of the village of Dowlakie, at the foot of the firft mountain. We 
reckoned this day’s journey three furfengs. The heat of thefe three laft ‘days was 
exceflive ; but they told me it would foon be changed to a piercing’ cold. 2oth, 
Marched at four in the morning, and began to afcend the firft mountain, which is very 
high, and'the road almoft impaffable, from the vaft number of large loofe ftones that 
had fallen down on each fide in the way: near two miles of the latter part of the 
afcent is almoft perpendicular, and fo very narrow as only to admit of one perfon or 
beaft of burden paffing at atime: the fcene was truly difagreeable and even danger- 
ous, from the fteep precipices, and frequent flipping and talling of the horfes and 
mules ;° our only means of fafety on one fide depending on a {mall parapet wall, about 
three feet high; on the other thezmountain towering up into the clouds ftrikes the 
beholder with an awful dread ; a broad and rapid river runs at the bottom, which by 
its Yoaring adds to the terrific grandeur of the {cene. Having at length attained the 
fummit, we were furprifed by the appearance of a level extenfive plain; whereas, 
after climbing fuch a height, we might naturally have expe€ted a defcent. This plain 
is about four furfengs, or fixteen miles, in extent; it is fituated between the moun- 
tains, and abounds in game, particularly the red-legged partridge, which we faw in 
great abundance. A little after nine we encamped at the village of Khitht; we here | 
began to experience a fenfible alteration in the weather. At Dowlakie, in the valley 
below, we were almoft feorched to death with heat ; whereas the air on the top of 
this. mountain, and the plain of Khitht, is very fharp and piercing, diftance three fur- 
fengs. 21ft. Being the Perfian feftival of the Nooroze, or Néw Year’s Day, we 
_ halted. In the ancient times of Perfia this day ufed to be celebrated with great joy 

and feftivity throughout the empire, and has fince been kept as fuch under the Maho. 
medan governitént, ‘The people of the.cafila made themfelves as merry as their cir. 
sumftances would admit of; and although in general the food of thefe people is no 
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more than a few dates and butter-milk, yet on this occafion the Cheharwadar, ov 
matter of the cafila, fent to the neighbouring village, and procured fome muttpn, which ” 
he gaye to his men, and partook with them of a ‘comfortable pilau. 22d. Moved at 
four.in the morning; about fix afcended the fecond mountaig which is ftill higher 
than the former, but the road not fo dangerous: we arrived, about nine, at the village 
of Comarige : at this place the Rah Dar, or toll-gatherer, demanded one toman (about 
thirteen rupees), as a toll, although the cuftom for every paffenger, whether European, 
Jew, or Armenian, is only one piaftre, which is equal to one rupee. He alleged that 
I was a Feringy (Chriftian), and therefore ought to pay more: as I had no refource, 
I fhould have been obliged to comply, had not the mafter of the cafila oppofed: the 
impofition, and threatened to complain on our arrival at Shirauz; on which the toll- 
gatherer defifted. This day we travelled three furfengs. 23d. Moved at four in the 
morning ; about nine arrived at the city of Kazeroon, diftance five furfengs. 24th. Pro- 
ceeded at five, and at half paft eight arrived at the foot of the third mountain, fituated 
on the confine of the plain, where the city of Kazeroon is built; diftance three furs 
fengs. 25th. Moved at four in the morning, and began to afcend the third mountain, 
which although not fo high and fteep as the two former, yet is fufficiently fo to make: 
the afcent uneafy and difficult ; a great part of the road on one fide is made of mafons? 
work entirely, the materials hewn out of the mountain: it has a parapet wall of about 
three feet high, like the former: its afcent is winding. About eight o’clock we ar- 
rived in a moft delightful valley, by an eafy and gentle defcent ; entirely covered with- 
a fpecies of the oak and birch, which being fituated between two high mountains, ‘is: 
extremely pleafant ; the air began now to be piercing cold, and we perceived the fnow 
lying very thick on the mountain before us, which we were to pafs the next day ;: 
proceeded on through the valley, and encamped about nine o’clock at the foot of the 
fourth and laft mountain, in our journey to Shirauz ; diftance travelled this day three 
furfengs. 26th. Marched at two in the morning, and began to afcend the mountain, 
which the Perfians call the Peera Zun, or the old woman, by way of diftinétion. This. 
is higher than all the former, and near twelve miles in length ; we were near five hours 
in gaining the fummit, when a profpeét opened to our fight, fearcely to. be equalled in. 
beauty, nor can imagination well conceive a more delightful one ; although we beheld 
it whilft the ruggednefs of winter was not yet well worn off, ftill the great quantity of 
wood on its fide denoted it to be a moft delightful place for a fummer refidence; the 
view from the top is moft ftrikingly romantic, the three preceding mountains feeming 
beneath your feet ; the fummit is covered with fhow, and in many places where ther 
rain had fallen, was ice of confiderable thicknefs. Below, on each fide, we beheld: 
the vallies all opening to the beauties of fpring, well watered by. running ftreams, the 
great lake on the plain of Kazeroon appearing in its full extent. I cannot but confefs, 
that the fatigues of the former part of the way were amply made up by the delight. 
fulnefs of this profpect, the fharp clear air giving an increafe of cheerfulnefs and hila-. 
rity to my fpirits. By a fteep defeent we gained the plain below in about half an hour, 
and at nine o’clock encamped near the village of Defterjin. This day we travelled four 
furfengs and a half. 27th. Moved at four in the morning; at a little after eight, ar 
rived at the village of Khoon Zineoon : near this village runs a very pleafant river,. 
which extends to Shirauz. Mr. Niebubr has laid. this down as the Rodheuna, pro- 
bably from the people who gave him his information, calling it Rood Khoona, as that 
name in Perfian implies a ftream, or river; the natives of the place mesioning it by 
the appellation of Rood Khoona Zineoon, or the river of Zineoon. 28th. Moved. off. 
at four, and at half-paft nine arrived at a caravanferai in ruins, near the village of Chinar. 
Rehadar. 
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Rehadar. This day we travelled four furfengs. 29th. Moved a little after five, and 
at nine arrived in fafety, by the bleffing of God, at the city of Shirauz, the place of 
my deftination, four furfengs. > 

Shirauz.| Shirauz, the capital of Farfiftan, or Perfia Proper, is fituated in a valley 
of great extent and furprifing fertility ; this valley is twenty-fix miles in length, and 
twelve in breadth, and is furrounded on all fides by very high mountains: it lies, ac- 
cording to Mr. Niebuhr, in 29° 30” 31”, about a hundred and ninety-fix miles to the 
North-eaft of Abu Shehr. he purity of the air of this place has at all times been 
celebrated, and with great juftice. ‘The city in circumference is one furfeng and fixty 
meafured paces; the fortifications, confidering the country, are tolerably good; a 
wall extends quite round the city, five-and-twenty feet high, and ten thick, with round 
towers at the diftance of eighty paces from each other. Shirauz has a moft excellent 
dry ditch around it, the work of the late Vakeel Kerim Khan; it is fixty feet in depth, 
and twenty in breadth, and would alone, exclufive of the other works, enable the 
city to hold out a long time againft any power in Perfia, where artillery is but little 
known, and lefs ufed. The city of Shirauz has fix gates, of which the following are 
the names: 1ft. Derwaza Bag Shah; 2d. Derwaza Shah Meerza Hamza; 3d. Der- 
waza Sadi, fo called from its leading to the tomb of that celebrated poet; 4th. Der- 
waza Cuflub Khana, adjoining to the fiefh-market ; 5th. Derwaza Shadaie ; 6th. Der- 
waza Kazeroon, leading to that city. Each of thefe gates has an appointed guard 
allotted to it, of one hundred men; and four Khans or officers, who every morning 
and evening attend at the citadel in order to pay their compliments to the Khan, or in 
his abfence to the Beglerbeg. It is the duty of thefe guards to prevent all perfons 
departing from the city who have not permiffion fo to do; and if any perfon, ob- 
noxious to government, efcapes, the officer’s head anfwers for it. I was frequently 
{topped by them in going out, before I obtained an order from the government to have 
free egreis and regrefs whenever I pleafed. The gates of the city are fhut at funfet, 
and opened at fuarife, during which periods no perfon is permitted to pafs in 
or out. 

Within the city, at the upper end, neareft to the gate of Bag Shih, ftands the Ci- 
tadel, which is built of burnt brick, and isa fquare of cighty yards circumference, 
flanked with round towers, and encompaffed with a dry fotle of the fame breadth and 
depth as that of the city; this is called by the Perfians the Ark, and is alfo the work 
of Kerim Khan; here Jaifar Khan, the prefent poffeffor of Shirauz, refides ; it allo 
ferves occafionally as a ftate prifon. At the dcor of the Ark is a painting, done in 
very lively colours, reprefenting the combat between the celebrated Perfian hero 
Roftum, and Deeb Sifeed, or the White Demon. The ftory is taken from Ferdoufi’s 
Shah Nama, and the figures are at full length, but ill proportioned. Oppofite to the 
citadel, in a large handfome {quare, is a gallery where the Khan’s mufic, confifting of 
trumpets, kettle drums, and other inftruments, plays regularly at funrife and funfet. 
‘When the Khan is in camp, or on a journey, thefe are always placed in a tent near 
him: one fide of this fquare leads to the Dewan Khan, or chamber of audience, and 
the other opens into a ftreet which leads up to the grcat mofque. The Dewan Khana 
is a very handfome building, fituated at the. upper end of a large garden, to which 
you are condudted through an avenue, planted on each fide with the Perfian Chinar 
tree, a {pecies of the fycamore. ‘This chamber is a large building, of an oblong fornt, 
with an open front; the infide, about one-third up the wall, is lmed with white marble - 

“from Tauris, and the ceiling and other parts are ornamented with a beautiful gold 
enamelled work, in imitation of the lapis lazuli: there are feveral pictures in it ; 
tw, 
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two of which, reprefenting the late Vakeel Kerim Khan, and his eldeft fon Abul 
Futtah Khan, are tolerably well executed; and I was told by the natives that they 
were good refemblances. In front there are three handfome fountains, with ftone 
bafons, which are conftantly playing. In the great fquare before the Citadel is the 
Tope Khana, or park of artillery: it confifts of fevcral pieces of cannon mounted on 
bad carriages, moft of the guns (which are Spanifh and Portuguefe, excepting two 
Enghith twenty-four pounders) are fo dreadfully honeycombed, that they would cer- 
tainly burft on the firft difcharge. ; 

Shirauz hes many good bazars and caravanferais: that diftinguifhed by the appel- 
lation of the. Vakcel’s bazar (fo called from its being built by Kerim Khan), is by far 
the handfomeft ; it is a long ftrect, extending about a quarter of a mile, built éntirely 
of brick, and roofed fomething in the ftyle of the piazzas in Covent Garden ; it is 
lofty and well made; on each fide are the fhops of the tradefmen, merchants, and 
others, in which are expofed for fale a variety of goods of all kinds: thefe fhops are 
the property of the Khan,-and are rented to the merchants at a very eafy manthly 
rate. Leading out of this bazar is a {pacious caravanferai, of an octagon form, built 
of brick ; the entrance through a handfome arched gate-way: in the centre is a place 
for the baggage and merchandife, and on the fides above and below cammodious 
apartments for the merchants and travellers; thefe are alfo rented at a moderate 
monthly fum. About the centre of the above-mentioned bazar is another fpacious 
caravanferai, of a {quare form, the front of which is ornamented with a blue and white 
~ enamelled work, in order to reprefent China-ware, and has a pleafing effect to the eye. 
This building is larger than the former, and is chiefly reforted to by Armenian and 
other Chriftian merchants ; there are befides feparate bazars in Shirauz, for the dif- 
ferent companies of artificers, fuch.as goldfmiths, workers of tin, dyers, carpenters, 
joiners, hatters, and fhoemakers; thefe confift of long ftreets, built very, regularly, 
and roofed. 

The Jews at Shirauz have a quartér of the city allotted to themfelves, for whiclt 
they pay a confiderable tax to government, and are obliged to make frequent prefents : 
thele people are more odious to the Perfians than thofe of any other faith ; and every 
opportunity is taken to opprefs arid extort money from them; the very boys in the 
{treet being accuftomed to beat and infult them, of which treatment they dare not com- 
plain. The Indians have a caravanferai allowed them in another quarter of the city, 
for which they are alfo under contribution. There is a mint at Shirauz where money 
is coined in the name of Jaafar Khan, the prefent poffeffor, the procefs of which is very 
fimple, like moft in other places of the Eaft, the gold or filver being laid in a dye fitted 
for the purpofe, and ftruck with a large hammer, which completes the operation. 
Here alfo the public Serafs (or money-changers) fet and regulate the exchange of gold 
and filver. 

Mofques, &c.] _Shirauz is adorned with many fine mofques, particularly that built 
by the late Kerim Khan, which is a noble one: being very well difguifed in my Per- 
fian drefs, I had an opportunity of entering the building unobferved ; it is of a fquare 
form; in the centre is a {tone refervoir of water, made for performing the neceffary 
ablutions or wafhings, previous to prayer ; on the four fides of the building are arched 
apartments allotted ior devotions, fome of the fronts of which are covered with China 
tiles; but Kerim Khan dying before the work was completed, the remainder has been 
made up with a blue and white enamelled work of the kind before defcribed.. Within 
the apartments, on the walls, on each fide, are engraved various fentences from. the 
Koran, in the Nufkhi charater ; and at the upper end of the {quare is a large dome, 
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with a cupola at top, which is the particular place appropriated for the devotion of the 
Vakeel ; this is lined throughout with white marble, ornamented with the curious blue 
and gold artificial lapis lazuli, and has three large filver lamps fufpended from the roof 
of the dome: here mullahs or pricfts are conftantly employed in reading the Koran, 
This mofque has very good detached apartments, with places for ablutions and other 
religious ceremonies: at a little diftance, on the outfide, the lace Vakeel had laid the 
foundation for a range of very handfome buildings, which he defigned to have been 
occupied by mullahs, dervifhes, arid other religious men; but, dying before the work 
was brought to perfection, the troubles in Perfia fince that period have prevented any 
other perions from finifhing them, and in this imperfect {tate they remain at prefent, 
much to be regretted ; as it would have added greatly to the beauty of the whole. 
In the centre of the city is another mofque, which the Perfians call the Musjidi Noo, 
or the new mofque ; but its date is nearly coeval with the city itfelf, at leat fince it 
has been inhabied by Mahomedans: it is a {quare building of a noble fize, and has 
apartments for prayer on each fide; in them. are many infcréptions in the old-Cufick 
character, which of themfelves denote the antiquity of the place; in the centre of the 
fquare is a large terrace, on which the Perfians perform their devotions, both morning 
and evening ; this terrace is capable of containing upwards of two hundred perfons, 
and is built of ftone, raifed two feet and a half high from the ground; there are here 
two very large cyprefs trees of an extraordinary height, which the Perfians affirm to 
have ftood the amazing length of fix hundred years : they are called Althuk Maathtka, 
or the lover and his miftrefs, and are held by the people in great veneration. ‘he 
mofque has a garden adjoining to it, and places neceflary for performing ablutions, 
Tn another quarter of the city is a fquare building of a Very large fize, formerly a 
college of confiderable note, where the arts and fciences were taught; and is the fame 
as that mentioned by Sir John Chardin, who vifited this city in the laft century. It 
is now, however, decaying very fatt, but there are {till mullahs and religious men re. 
fiding in it; at prefent it goes by the name of Mudruffa Khan, or the Khan’s college 5 
but literature and the fciences have long fince been negleéted at Shirauz, and the pre- 
fent fituation of the country does not feem to promife a fpeedy revival. 

There are places in Shirauz diftinguifhed by the name of Zodr Khana, the houfe of 
ftrength or exercife, to which the Perfians refort for the fake of exercifing themfelves, 
Thefe houfes confift of one room, with the floor funk about two feet below the furface 
of the earth, and thé light aad air are admitted to the apartment by means of feveral 
{mall perforated apertures made in the dome. In the centre is a large fquare terrace 
of earth, well beaten down, finooth, and even; and on each fide are finall alcoves 
raifed about two feet above the terrace, where the muficians and {pectators are feated, 
When all the competitors are affembled, which is on every Friday morning by day. 
break, they immediately {trip themfelves to the waift 3 on which each man puts ona 
pair of thick woollen drawers, and takes in his hands two wooden clubs of about a 
foot and a half in length, and cut in the thape of a pear; thefe they reft upon each 
fhoulder, and the mufic ftriking up, they move them backwards and forwards with 
great agility, ftamping with their feet at the fume time, and ftraining every nerve, till 
they produce a very profufe perfpiration. After continuing this exercife about half 
an hour, the mafter. of the houfe, who is always one of them, and is diftinguifhed by 
the appellation of Pehlwatin, or wreftler, makes a fignal, upon which they all leave 
off, quit their clubs, and, joining hands in a circle, begin to move their feet very brifkly 
in union with the mufic, which is all the while playing a lively tune. Having conti- 
nued this for a confiderable time, they commence wreitling ; but before the trial of 
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{kill in this art begins, the mafter of the houfe addreffes the company in a particular 
fpeech, in part of which he informs the candidates, that as they are all met in good 
fellowthip, fo cught they to depart, and that in the conteft they are about entering 
into, they fhould have no malice or ill-will in their hearts ; it being only an honourable 
emulation, and trial of {trength, in which they are going to exert themfelves, and not 
a contentious brawl; he therefore cautions ther: ‘to proceed in good humour and 
concord. ‘This fpecch is loudiy applauded by the whole affembly. The wreitlers 
then turn to their diverfion, in which the mafter of the houfe is always the challenger ; 
and, being accuftomed to the exercife, generally proves conqueror, by throwing cach 
of the company two or three times fucceflively. I have fometimes, however, feen hin 
meet with his equal, efpecially when beginning to grow fatigued. The fpedctators pay 
cach a Shahee, in money, equal to three-pence Englith, for which they are refrefhed 
during the diverfion with a calean and coffee. This mode of exercile, I fhould inp. 
pofe, mutt contribute to health, as well as add ftrength, vigour, and’a manly ap- 
pearance to the frame. I#{truck me, in its manner of execution, to bear fome re- 
femblance to the gymnattic exercifes of the ancizats. 

The Baths.| ‘Uhe baths in Perfia are very commodious, and well worthy the at. 
tention of a ftranger; they generally confift of two large apartments, one of which 
furnifhes an accommodation for undreffing, the other is the bath; on the fides of the 
firft are benches of ftone, xaifed two feet from the ground, on which are fpread mats 
and carpets, where the bathers fit to undrefs, and from thence they proceed to the 





* Bath through a long narrow paflage. The bath is a large room of an odtagon form, 


with a cupola at top, through which the light and air are admitted; on the fides of 
this room are {mall platforms of wood raifed about a foot from the ground, on which 
the people who enter to bathe perform their devotions, a ceremony the Perfians always 
previoufly obferve: at the upper end of the room is a large bafon or refervoir of water, 
built of ftone, well heated by means of ftoves made at the botton, with iron gratings 
over them; and adjoining is another ‘refervoir of cold water, of either of which the 
bather has his choice. When he comes out of the hot bath, which is genérally in 
the {pace of ten or twelve minutes, the people of the houfe fland ready to perform 
the operation of rubbing, and to effect this he is laid at full length on his back, with 
a pillow to fupport his head; a bruh made of camel’s hair is then ufed, which com- 
pletely rubs off all the dirt the body has contraéted. After rubbing fome time, they 
rinfe the whole body with feveral bafons of warm water, and the peffon is reconducted 
to the drefling apartment, where he fhifts and drefles at leifure, receiving a calean to 
fmoke. The Perfians are much more fcrupulous than any other Eaftern nation in 
permitting foreigners to go into their baths, which if attempted with their knowledge, 
they prevent. By means however of a fmall prefent, and on account of my living 
in a Perfian family, and going privately at night, I had always free accefs; although 
Mr. Jones, a gentleman of the Buffora factory, then refiding at Shirauz, going one 
night, after he was undrefled, was informed by the keeper of the houfe, who under- 
ftood he was an European, that he muft drefs himfelf immediately, and quit the place; 
alleging in excule, that if it was known he had admitied a Feringy, he fhould lofe both 
his cuftom and reputation, as the bath would thereby be deemed polluted. This is 
very remarkable, as I am informed that in Turkey it is quite the contrary, foreigners 
of all denominations being there allowed to ufe any of the baths whenever their incli- 

nations lead them. 
The Gul Redzee, or feattering of Rofes.] During the fpring, the baths in Perfia aye 
decorated in great finery, a cultom diftinguifhed by the natives under the name of 
112 Gul 


244 FRANCKLIN’S TOUR FROM BENGAL TO. PERSIA, 


Gul Reazee (or the feattering of rofes), from the vaft quantity of thofe flowers ftrewed- , 
in the apartments ; this ceremony continues a. week or ten days, during which time the. 
guefts are entertained with mufic, dancing, coffee, fherbet, &c. and the drefling apart. 
ment is decked out with paintings, looking-glaffes, flreamers, and other ornaments, at - 
the expence of the mafter of the humatim, who compliments his cuftomers on the 
occafion, though a finall prefent is generally made by them to the muficians, The 
baths are ufed alternately by men and ‘women every other day, but each fex generally 
ufe them but once a week, or in every ten days at fartheft. 

The bath built by Kerim Khan is particularly beautiful ; it has for thé outer apart- 
ment a large handfome oétagon, to which light is conveyed from the top ; on the fides 
are platforms of ftone, raifed three feet from the ground, each of which has a fquare 
refervoir of water, and a large fountain, which, by conitantly playing in the centre of 
the room, renders the place very cool and agreeable ; the fides are adorned with pictures 
and tapeltry ; the inner apartment is lined throughout with Tauris marble, and the 
dome and fides ornamented with the imitation of the lapi#lazuli. To this bath none 
are admitted but thofe ofa higher rank, it being chiefly ufed by the principal Khans, or 
officers of the army, and their families. 

Shih Cherang.} In the centre of the city, adjoining to the mofque called Musjidi 
Nod aforementioned, is a building of a very large fize, which is called by the Perfians 
the Shah Cheratig, or the king’s lamp, and is confidered as a place of the greateft - 
fanGity about Shirauz, being the maufeolum of the brother of one of their Imaums, or 
heads of the faith ; this place is of confiderable antiquity, nor is the exatt date of its 
foundation afcertained ; but by an extraét I procured from the chronicles of the place, 
it appears to have been repaired by the celebrated’ Prince Azzud ad Dowlah Deilemeé, 
of the family of Buyah, who was Ameer al Umrah to one of the Caliphs of the houfe 
of Abbas, and was a Prince of great abilities, learning, and piety. He reigned in the 
fourth century of the Mahomedan Hijra. 

Having with great difficulty procured an extra& from the chronicles of the place, 
which #¥e kept in the mofque, I fhall here infert a tranflation of them; and it will ap~ 
pear by this extract, that the building was formerly magnificent, but is now going to 
, ruin. The laft perfon who repaired it was Kerim Khin, who gave ita complete new 

covering, but fince his time it has been negleéted, and has fuffered much by the rain 
and other accidents, owing to the very great age of the building ; however, there are 
at prefent fome of the Imatims Zadas, or defcendants from their Imatims, refiding in ir, 
who are fupported: by what little remains of the former ample revenues of the place. 


Extract from the Adfar Abumudi, or Chronicles of the Shab Cherdg, the Sepulchre of - 
Abumud Ibn Meufa. 


“ Tr is related, from the regifter of moft refpeétable chronicles, that in the davs of 
Sultan Azzud ad Dowlah Deiliemee, it was thus revealed to that Prince in a dream, 
that Meer Mahummed (the fon of the religious, chief of the tribe of the worthippers of 
God, the moft.learned of the holy orators, and prime head of the expounders of the 
Xoran), as alfo Ahumad Ibn Afeef ad Deen Kubeér (chief of the fpeakers of truth, and 
of thofe who praife the Deity), two perfons, who from purity of heart had become 
the fervants and guardians of this holy monument and moft fantified tomb, there 
refting from their labours, are interred. ‘Fhe Sultaun, therefore, was enjoined to go 
to their immediate defcendants, that is to fay, Sheik Afeef ad Deen Sani and Peer 
Shems ad Deen ,who are both now alive, and that he fhould by their means be pointed, 


it ; out 
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out the facred tomb, and from them receive inftrudtions for the rebuilding and beauti- - 
fying the edifice ; and as formerly in the days of Sufoot ad Deen, Mufauodd, Ibn Bedr 
ad Deen, this holy tomb, as well as that of Seitid Meer Mohammed Abudeen Moufa 
Ibn Jaafar (upon whom be peace !), and alfo that of Seitd Allah ad Deen Hoffein Ibn 
Moiifa Kafim (the blefling of God be upon them 1), had been re-built and beautified 
fo Ameer Sultin Azzud ad Dowlah Deillemee, who is the flave of the pofterity of Ali, 
having been pointed out thefe things in a dream, fet forwards towards the holy place’; 
and as this had been revealed to him, fo it had alfo been revealed to the domeftics of 
the facred fepulchre of Sheick Afeef ad Deen Sani and Peer Shems ad Deen: they, 
therefore, when the Sultaun arrived, informed him of what they had beheld ; and he, 
agreeably to the command, came to the holy fepulchre, and ordered it to be opened ; 
which being done, it appeared by meafurement that this tomb was fifteen yards in 
Fength, and ten yards in breadth ; and the facred corpfe was difcovered to the eyes of 
Sultaun Azzud ad Dowla, and thofe who were with him, as well as to the grandfather 
of the author of the prefent work, who was on the fpot. Upon the tomb they per- 
ceived a lighted candle, fcented with camphire ; and the body of that holy perfon 
appeared quite frefh and fweet, as if but lately interred, whilft from the bleffed tomb 
there was emitted the {cent of pure mufk and ambergris, and from the top of the dome 
the rays of a clear and bright light were reflected around. It is further related, in the 
Shirauz Nima, that Atta Beg Abu Bukir, the fon of Saad Zunkée, in the year of the 
Hijra 446, added many apartments to this building, as alfo did, after him, the moft 
illuftrious lady Bebee Jani Khatoon, who was either the fecond or third benefadtrefs 
to it.The hiftory further obferves, that Sultaun Azzud ad Dowla, and thofe who 
were with him, perceived on the finger of the corpfé a feal ring, on which was engraved _ 
the following words : ‘ Izzut Alla Taala Ahumud Ibn Moufa : To God Almighty be 
glory! Ahtmud the fon of Modfa:’ and, moreover, Sultaun Ameer Azzu ad. 
‘Dowla drew this ring off the finger, when fuddenly it became invifible to him, and 
was on the finger of another in company, (but God knows who!) The Shirauz Nama 
alfo relates, that at this time Sultaun Ameer Azzud ad Dowla was affli&ted with a 
violent afthma, and the moment he entered the holy fepulchre, by virtue of that facred 
body, he became perfeétly cured, without the fmalleft trace of his diforder remaining ; 
in acknowledgment of which great bleffing, Sultaun Azzud ad Dowla determined on 
rebuilding and beautifying the facred tomb ; and thofe buildings which were to be feen 
in the days of Azzud ad Dowla, particularly the foundation of the prefent dome, the 
tower, the haram, and the ornaments of the fepulchre, as well as the college adjoining 
to the court-yard, were all done by him. He alfo appointed fixed falaries for the 
domettics of the place. ‘The lady above mentioned, Bebee Jani Khatoon, was the 
fifter of Sultaun Ifhaic, and not only a mbft noble and illuftrious Princefs, but fo de- 
yout and refpeétable as to be the pride and ornament of the Seljukian race: (may the 
mercy of God be upon her!) She it was that rebuilt the tower, and thofe apart- 
ments which are above the area, both above and below, as alfo the market-place ad- 
joining the Meidan *, the Nokira Khana}, and ‘the Ath Khana {. The Fars Nama, 
the Nezam al Towareék, as well as the Shirauz Nama of Sheick Kuttob, and. the 
Kitab Hizzi Beiatn, all relate that the above noble charaéter, Bebee Jiani Khatoon; 
_appointed fourteen parcels of arable‘land, with proper aqueduéts for conveying water; 
the revenues of which were taken from the village of Metmoon, and other places in the 
neighbourhood of Shirauz, for the maintenance of this holy tomb: the alfo made a 
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prefent of thirty volumes of the Korn, written in letters of gold (the work of Moulana 
Yeheea) ; and there was written on the top of them, ¢ May the curfe of God overtake 
thofe who prefume to lay hands on, or take away, thefe books.’ She even ordained, that, 
excepting the guardian of the fepulchre, none fhould prefume to look into, or meddle 
with the facred volumes; nor fhould any have concern with the lands allotted for the 
fupport of the place, or the fervants or domeftics belonging to it, on any account 
whatever except him ; which ordinations were confirmed by all fuceceding Princes and 
great men who afterwards became benefa€tors to the tomb. It is further recorded, 
that Meer Hubeeb Allih, the flower of religious and holy men, and chiei of the race 
of the Seitds (defcendants of Mahomed), the moit wife, the moft learned, and the 
moft exalted of his age, the difpofer of benefices, and the performer of good aétions, 
who, in the reign of Shah Tehamafp al Huffen al Hofsténi Behider Khan (whofe ha- 
bitation now is paradife), was chief magiftrate of the province of Fars, and guardian 
of the holy fepulchre, which he held by right of inheritance from his anceftors, who 
in regular fucceflion had enjoyed the office of Vizier in Perfia and guardian of this 
tomb, and voluntarily gave up all they poffeffed in {upport of it; for this reafon, there- 
fore, Meer Hubeeb Allah refolved on re-beautifying the building, in confequence of 
which the tower and the apartments, both above and below, as well as the body of the 
edifice, were by him adorned in the moft elegant manner, with curious gold enamelled 
work, in imitation of lapis lazuli, and other coftly materials, as weil within the building 
as in the outer courts and offices ; and excepting the tomb of that illuftrious Prince and 
Imaum, ‘Abul Huffun Ali, Ibn Moufa al Reza, the chief of the Imaums, (the bleffing 
of God be upon him!) who was brother to this Imanm, there was nothing in the four 
quarters of the world could equal it, for the quantity of ground allotted for its fupport, 
the ample falaries of the readers of the Koran, or for the expences of the Afh Khana, 
the Nokara Khana, the Muezzins *, its ornaments and buildings, all of which were 
renewed by this Meer Hubeeb Allah; no mortal ever beholding its equal in beauty, 
magnificence, and fplendor.”’ ; 

‘The above is as literal a tranflation as the language would admit of, which is very 
obfcure and difficult in the original. 

The Tomb of Hafiz.] The tomb of the celebrated and defervedly admired Hafiz, 
one of the moft famous of the Perfian poets, ftands about two miles diftant from the 
city walls, on the north-eaft fide, and neareft the gate of Shah Meerzi Hamza. Here 
the late Vakeel Kerim Khan has erected a moft elegant ivan or hall, with apartments 
adjoining : this building is executed in the fame ftyle as the Dewan Khina, nor has 
any coft been {pared to render it agreeable : it ftands in the middle of a large garden ; 
in front of the apartments is a ftone refervoir, in the centre of which is a fountain. 
In the garden are many cyprefs-trees of extraordinary fize and beauty, as well as of 
great antiquity : I take them to be the fame as thofe defcribed by Sir John Chardin. 
Under the fhade of thefe trees is the tomb of the poet Mahomed Shems ad Deen Hafiz, 
of fine white marble from Tauris, eight feet in length and four in breadth: this was 
built by order of Kerim Khan, and covers the original one: on the top and fides of 
the tomb are feleét pieces from the poet’s own works, moft beautifully cut in the Perfian 

“Nuftaleek charaéter. During the fpring and fummer feafons, the inhabitants vifit 
here, and amufe themfelves with {moking, playing at chefs, and other games, reading 
alfo the works of Hafiz, who is in greater efteem with them than any other of their poets; 
and they venekate him almoft to adoration, never {peaking of him but in the higheft 
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terms of rapture and enthufiafm : a moft elegant cépy of his works is kept upon the 
tomb for the purpofe, and the infpection of all who go there. ‘The principal youth of 
the city aflemble here, and thew every poflible mark of refpeét for their favourite poet, 
making plentiful libations of the delicious wine of Shirauz to his memory. Clofe by 
the garden runs the ftream of Roknabad, fo celebrated in the works of Hafiz ; this, 
however, is now dwindled into a {mall rivulet, which takes its fource from the moun- 
tains to the north-eaft. The water is clear and fweet, and in that refpect deferves the 
fame it has obtained ; it is held in great eftimation by modern Perfians, who attribute 
medicinal qualities to it; but with what juftice I cannot determine. 
‘The following couplet, from the works of the poet, may ferve to illuftrate the above 
paflage : 
SSL, Alyet Cie P aS Sly pee aSlw ahs 
phere SSIS ablasy ot US 


“ Boy! bring me the wine that remains! for thou wilt not find in Paradife the fweet 
* banks of our Roknabad, or the rofy bowers of Mofelliy!? 
SIR WILLIAM JONESe 
Further, he obferves of Mofellay : 


War gilt pire Sle 


‘« From Jaafar Abad to the {weet bower of Mofelliy, the morning gale cometh {ented 
“ with ambergris !”” HAFIZ. 


Mofellay.| This celebrated bower of Mofellay is fituated a quarter of a mile to the 
weftward of the tomb, but is entirely in ruins, no trace or veltige remaining of that 
pleafantnels which you are taught to expect on perufing the preceding couplet; yet one 
may judge by theefituation, which is really a delightful one, being lofty, that it might 
formerly have been agreeable. At prefent the country round about is rugged and 
barren, and now ferves as a place for celebrating the Mahomedan feftival of the Ide 
Korbin, or the ceremonies which are obferved on that day, in commemoration of 
Abraham’s offcring up his fon Ifaac, whom they call Ifhmael. 

Heft.) A little to the northward of Hafiz’s tomb, is a magnificent building, called by 
the Perfians Heft Tun, or the Seven Bodies, on account of feven Dervifhes, or religious 
men, who coining from a great diftance to refide in this country, took up their abode 
on the fpot where the above building is erected, and there remained until they all died, 
each burying the other fucceffively, until the only furvivor, who was interred by the | 
neighbours upon this fpot, and in memory of which event Kerim Khan has ereéted a 
beautiful hall, with adjoining apartments: this hall is twenty-feven feet by eighteen, 
and forty feet high ; one third of the height of the hall is lined with white marble from - 
‘Tauris, and the reft and the cieling are ornamented with blue and goid enamel: it is 
built on the fame plan as thofe of Hafiz and the Dewin Khana, and is really a noble 
building. It has alfo fome tolerable paintings, executed in the Perfian ftyle, amongft 
which is one of Abraham’s offering up his fon Ifaac, with the angel defcending ; and 
another of Mofes, when a boy, tending the flocks of his father-in-law Jethro. Ovér 
the doors of this hall are placed portraits of the two celebrated poets Hafiz and Sadi, 
done at full length: that of Hafiz habited in the old Perfian drefs. He is painted 
with a frefh rofy complexion, and a very large pair of whifkers, and in the pitture 
appears to be about fix-and-thirty years of age ; the other, of Sheick Sadi, is the igure 
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of a venerable old man, with a long beard turned white by age, dreffed in a religious 
drefs, with long flowing robes, in his right hand holding a {mall crooked iron ftaft, and 
in the other a charger of incenfe. Before the hall isa very handfome {tone refervoir, 
where the Perfians obferve their ablutions (enjoined by the Mahomedan laws) previous 
to their performing their devotions near the graves of the feven Dervifhes (each of 
which have handfome tomb-ftones over them), in a {pot of ground allotted for that 
purpofe. The garden confifts of two avenues of cyprels trees, bounded by a high wall, 
and there is a fine fpacious terrace on the top of this building, from whence you have 
. an extenfive view of the city of,Shirauz, and the adjoiiag country. To this place, as 
well as to the tomb of Hafiz, the Perfians frequently refort, and amufe themfelves until 
evening, when they return to the city, : 

Dil Gufbaie..| | Ona parallel line with Heft Tun, about three quarters of a mile 
diftant, is the garden of Dil Gufhaie, fo called from the pleafantnefs of its fituation, 
fignifying in Perfian, heart expanding : it is fituated at the foot of a high mountain, 
out of which iffues a ftream of clear frefh water, for the reception of which there has 
been made a fucceffion of {tone bafons, fo fafhioned as to make the water. fall down 
from one to the other, after the manner of a cafcade, and at about fixty paces diftant 
From each other ; thefe forming feparate falls, have a pleafing effect to the eye. In 
the centre is a fummer-houfe, built of ftone, through which the water runs by means 
of a ftone channel: in this place the Perfians fit and amufe themfelves, fmoking and 

laying at games of chance, and regale themfelves with what they may have brought 
rom the city. This garden is, upon the whole, extremely agreeable, the water clear 
and cold, and the air delightfully mild and refrefhing. 

The Tomb of Sadi.) Armile to the eaftward of Dil Guthaie, is the tomb of the cele- 
brated Sheick Sadi aforementioned, fituated at the foot of the mountains that bound 
Shirauz to the N.E. and is a large fquare building, at the upper end of which are 
two alcoves, recefles in the wall ; that on the right land is the tomb of Sheick, juit 
in the ftate it was in when he was buried, built of ftone, fix feet in length, and two and 
a half in breadth: on the fides of it are engraved many fentences in the old Nutkhi 
charaéter, relating to the poet and his works. Sadi flourifhed about five hundred and 
fifty years ago, and his works are held in great efteem amongit all the Eaftern nations 
for their morality, and for the excellent precepts they inculcate. On the top of the 
tomb is a covering of painted wood, black and gold, on which is an ode of the Sheick’s, 
written in the modern Nuftaleek character, and on removing this board is perceived 
the empty {tone coffin in which the Sheick was buried. This-the religious, who come 
here, take care to ftrew with flowers, rofaries, and various relics. On the top of the 
tomb is placed, for, the infpection of all who vifit there, a manufcript copy of the Sheick’s 
‘works, moft elegantly tranfcribed. On_the fide of the walls are many Perfian verfes, 
written by thofe who have at different times vifited the place. ‘The building is now 
going to ruin, and unlefs repaired muft foon fall entirely to decay. It is much to be 
regretted, that the uncertain ftate of affairs in the country will not admit of any one’s 
being at the expence of repairing it. Men who are to-day in authority and power, 
are, perhaps, to-morrow feized on and dragged to prifon; nor can any one depend 
upon the fate of the enfuing day. Adjoining to this building are the graves of many 
religious men, who have been buried here at their own requeits. 

A remarkable Channel.] _A little to the left of this building, under ground, is a 
very remarkable channel, to which you defcend by a flight of feventy ftone fteps, and 
at the bottom are furprifed at the fight of a handfome building, of an o€tangular form, 
through which the channel runs. It is built entirely of ftone, which, although the 
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work of many ages paft, yet remains complete and perfect. This the prefent Perfians 
fuperftitioufly attribute to its having been built with what they call Poot Helati, or 
lawful money, i. e. money not acquired by oppreffion and tyranny ; for they fay that 
fuch buildings as have been ereéted by tyrants foon moulder and fade away ; whilft, 
on the contrary, the works of good and juft princes endure for ages unhurt. They 
have formed thefe opinions by attending to the tradition of the place, which they fay 
was built by a king of Perfia named Gemfheed, a prince famous in the Perfian hiftory 
for his piety and juftice, and the fame who built Perfepolis, he having firft, at a vaft 
expence and much labour, dug out a ftream of wattr from the adjacent mountains, 
which was conveyed by an aquedutt to this well, from whence it flows through a ftone 
channel formed under ground, about two feet in breadth, and fupplies all the places 
adjoining to Shiratiz with excellent water. The prefent natives attribute great virtues 
to the fuppofed properties of this water, and are fond of bathing in it. On the fides 
of this building are receffes and alcoves, where thofe who vifit it fit and fmoke, and 
find it perfeétly cool and refrefhing, even in the hotteft day of fummer. Sir John 
Chardin mentions a fountain near the tomb of Sadi, in which, he fays, were fith con. 
fecrated to the Sheick ; but as there are no figns of any thing at prefent remaining 
fimilar to his defcription, I think it is probable he meant the above-mentioned channel, 
in which are caught abundance of very fine fifh. This place, though it may not be 
of the date tradition mentions, yet certainly bears marks of very great antiquity; and 
as fuch is an object worthy the attention of a ftranger, which induced me to infert the 
above defcription. 

A quarter of a mile to the northward of the gate Shaah Meerza Hamza, is a large 
o&agon building, in the infide of which is the tomb of Abdurrahéém Khan, the fecond 
fon of the late Vakeel Kerim Khan, who died in the 12th year of his age. This tomb 
is eight feet in length, and three in breadth, ftanding in the centre of the room, co- 
vered. with a piece of brocade; ‘it is of very fine marble from Tauris, elegantly gilt: 
on the top and; fides are infcriptions in the Perfian language, well cut, in the Nuftaleek 
chara&er, and the room has a beautiful dome, with the cupola and fides ornamented 
with blue and gold enamelled work, imitative of China-ware. ‘The Perfians excel all 
the Eaftern nations in this kind of enamel; and what makes it fo pleafing to the eye, 
is the brightnefs of the colours, which far exceed, in their livelinefs, any thing that 
can be done in Europe ; and I think are equal to thofe produced in China. 

Kerim Khan, amongft other beneficial works during his lifetime, built feveral 
fummer-houles in the neighbourhood of Shirauz. The gardens in which they are 
placed are laid out in an agreeable ftyle, though quite different to our ideas of the 
beauties of gardening ; they confift generally of long ftrait plantations of fycamore 
and cyprefs trees, planted regularly on each fide the walk, in form of avenues, and 
have parterres of flowers in the centre, with {tone fountains in different parts of the 
garden, which add much to the coolnefs and beauty of them. On the fide of the 
walls are erected fcaffoldings of wood, covered over at top with thin laths, on which 
the grape vines grow, and form pleafant arbours. Indeed this truly great man well 
deferved his good fortune, as he fpent the beft part of his life in adorning Shirauz, 
which he confidered his chief city of refidence, with every thing that could make it 
comfortable and agreeable to his fubje€ts; a circumftance the Perfians have been more 
fenfible of fince his death: nor is his name ever mentioned by them, efpecially the 
middling and lower clafs of people, but in terms expreflive of the higheft gratitude 
and efteem, 
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As the religion of the Perfians is known to be Mahomedan, and as very good ac- 
counts have already been given of it, I fhall touch but lightly on the fubje&; but as 
they are of the feét of the Sheias, or followers of Ali, fome of their cuftoms, as well 
religious as civil, may probably differ from thofe of the Turks, who are of the fe of 
the Sunnies, or followers of Omar. I fhall therefore make a few remarks on what E 
think moft worthy of obfervation in cach of them: and firft refpetting their mar: 
riages. : 

Matiagae of the Perfians.] When the parents.of a young man have determined 
upon marrying him, they look out amongft their kindred and acquaintance for a fuite 
able match; in which having fucceeded, the father or mother of the young man, or 
fometimes his fifter, affemble a number of their friends, and go to the houfe where the 
perfon they intend to demand lives: being arrived, a converfation takes place, in which 
the bufinels is opened and the match propofed. If the father of the woman is con- 
tented with the propofals, he immediately orders fweetmeats to be brought in, which 
is taken as a direct fign of compliance; and the company for that time take leave, 
Some days after, the females of the family of the man affemble at the houfe of the 
intended bride, where the terms of marriage are fettled, and the ufual prefents on the 
part of the bridegroom are promifed. Thefe, if the perfon be in middling circum- 
ftances, generally confift of two complete fuits of apparel of the beft fort, a ring, a 
looking-glafs, and a {mall fum in ready money of about ten or twelve tomans, which 
fum is denominated Mehr u Kawéén, or the marriage-portion, it being given for the 
exprefs purpofe of poning for the wife in cafe of a divorce. There is alfo provided 
a quantity of houfhold ftuff of all forts, fuch as carpets, mats, bedding,. utenfils for: 
drefling victuals, &c. After this a writing or contract is drawn up, in the prefence of, 
and witneffed by, the Cadi, or magiftrate, or in his abfence by an akhund, or prieft : 
this writing the Perfians call Akud Bund, or the binding contrad, in which the father 
of the bride fets forth, that on fuch a day, in fuch a year, he has given his daughter 
in marriage to the fon of fuch a perfon (mentioning the name of the bridegroom and 
his father), who alfo on his part enumerates the different prefents he m&kes in his fon’s 
name to the bride, as well as the ftipulated money called Mehr u Kawéén.. This 
writing is figned and fealed by both parties, as well as the Cadi and the Mullah, and is 
depofited in the hands of the bride’s father, where it always ferves as a record, in cafe 
of a divorce, to enforce the fulfilling of the marriage-articles : for on this occafion the 
hufband is oblige to make good the contract, even to the minuteft agreement, before 
the divorce can be complete. When this ceremony is finifhed, the marriage by the 
Mahomedan law is deemed perfe&t. It is, however, obfervable that portions are never- 
given with daughters in Perfia, as is the cuftom.in Europe, and in moft places of the 
Eaft. Nothing now remains but to celebrate the wedding, and this is generally per- 
formed on the fecond or third day after figning the contract, in the following manner : 
the night before the wedding, the friends and relations of the bride aflemble at her 
houfe, attended by mufic, dancing girls, and other figns of feftivity.. This night is dif 
tinguifhed by the appellation of Sheb Hinna Bundee, or the nightin which the hands 
and feet of the bride are ftained with the herb of hinna, well known all over the Eaft. 
Previous to the-ceremony, a large quantity of this herb is fent by the bridegroom to 
the houfe of the bride; and on the day of ftaining fhe is firft conveyed to the bath, 
where having bathed, fhe is brought back to her own houfe ; after which they ftain her- 
hands and feet, at the fame time painting her eyebrows and forehead: with antimony 
powder called furma: when this is finifhed, they fend back what remains of the herh 
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fo the houfe of the bridegroom, where the like operation is performed upon him by 
his friends. The wedding night being come, the friends both of the bride and bride- 
groom, men and women, aflemble at the houfe of the bride, in order to carry her to 
that of her future hufband : they are attended by all forts of mufic, fingers, and danc- 
ing girls, and all are dreffed in their fmarteft apparel, each of the women having on a 
veil of red filk. The prefents which the bridegroom has made, are all put into trays . 
covered with red filk, which are carried on men’s fhoulders. After waiting at the 
door fome time, the bride is brought forth, covered from head to foot in a veil of red 
filk, or painted muflin ; a horfe is then prefented for her to mount, which is fent 
thither exprefsly by the bridegroom ; and when the is mounted, a large looking-glafs 
is held before her by one of the bride-maids, all the way to the houfg of her hufband, 
as an admonition to her, that it is the aft time fhe will look into a glafs as a virgin, 
being now about to enter into the cares of the married ftate. The proceffion then fets 
forward in the following order : — firft, the mufic and dancing girls ; after which the 
prefents, in trays borne upon men’s fhoulders ; next come the relations and friends of 
the bridegroom, all fhouting and making a great noife ; who are followed by the 
bride herfelf, furrounded by all her female friends and relations, one of whom leads 
the horfe by the bridle ; and feveral others on horfeback clofe the proceffion. Being 
arrived at the houle of the bridegroom, they are met at the door by the father and 
mother, and from thence are conduéted up ftairs: the bride then enters the room. 
The bridegroom, who is at the upper end, makes a low obeifance ; and prefently after, 
coming clofe up to his bride, takes her up into his arms and embraces her. Soon 
after they retire into a private chamber 5 and, on their return to the company, it caufes 
great rejoicings. They then all fit down to fupper. in feparate apartments, the men 
eating with the bridegroom in one room, and the women with the bride in another ; 
it being quite contrary to cuftom for the women to eat in company with the men on 
this occafion, ‘The wedding-fupper is prolonged to a late hour in the night, with 
cheerfulnefs and feftive mirth. 

Rejoicings m Perfia for a wedding generally continue eight or ten days. If, after 
marriage, a man fhould be difcontented with his wife (which is fometimes the cafe in . 
this as in other countries), he is at liberty to divorce her; a man, by the Mahomedan 
law, being always enabled to put his wife away at difcretion: this is performed by 
giving her every thing he had promifed her previous to marriage, and by re-demanding 
the contract of his wile’s relations. ‘he ceremony of divorce is called by the Perfians 
Tellaak. Ifagain, after the divorce, the hufband fhould be inclined to take his wife 
back, he isat liberty fo to do, and this for three times fucceflively ; and when it fo hap- 
pens, the contract mutt be renewed each time : but after the third time he is exprefsly 
forbidden to re-marry the fame woman. I have heard a ftory of the woman’s being 
obliged firft to be married, then bedded, and afterwards divorced by another man, 
before her firft hufband can re-marry her ; but I never could meet with an inftance of 
it in Perfia, or ever knew of any cuftom of that kind prevalent in the country, although 
I made frequent enquiries concerning it. It feldom happens that a man, who is once 
divorced from his wife, is inclined to take her back again ; thofe who do fo being in 
little eftimation with their neighbours : and with refpeét to the number of wives a man 
has, although by the Mahomedan law he is certainly allowed as many as he is able to 
maintain, yet in general, amongft the Perfians, that perfon is moft efteemed who attaches 
himfelf to one. ; 

Contraéts of marriage in Perfia, as well as in many other places in the Faft, are 
fa, baternan fatniitee at a vary early period: and although confummation dees 
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not take place till many years after, yet the woman contraéted cannot divorce herfelf, 
or be abfolved from the contraG, unlefs by the confent of her betrothed hufband, ex. 
cept on forfeiture of a confiderable fum of money. The fame is alfo binding on the 
part of the man. : 

A widow in Perfia is obliged to wait four months, after the death of her hufband, 
before the is permitted by law to marry again ; but the concubine of a perfon deceafed 
may go to another as foon as fhe pleafes. 

Chriftenings or naming of Children in Perfia.] At the chriftening, or rather naming 
of children in Perfia, the following ceremony is obferved: the third or fourth day 
after the child is born, the friends and relations of the woman who has lain in afemble 
at her houfe, atwended by mufic and dancing-girls, hired for the occafion 3 after play- 
ing and dancing fome time, a Mullah, or prieit, is introduced, who, taking the child in 
his arms, demands of the mother what name fhe chufes the infant fhould be called by 5. 
being told, he begins praying, after a fhort time applies his mouth clofe to the child’s 
ear, and tells him diftinGtly three times (calling him by name) to remember and be 
obedient to his father and mother ; to venerate his Koran and his Prophet ; to abftain 
from thofe things which are unlawful, and to practife thofe things which are good and 
virtuous. . Having repeated the Mahomedan profeflion of faith, fe then re-delivers the 
child to his mother ; after which the company are entertained with {weetmeats and other 
refrefhments, a part of which the females prefent always take care to carry away in 
their pockets, believing it to be the infallible means of their having offspring themfelves, 
‘The ceremony of the Sunnut, or circumcifion, in Perfia, is generally performed during 
the Chehula, or fpace of forty days from the birth of the child 3 as within that period 
it is lefs dangerous than at a more advanced age. Some there are, however, who do 
not undergo the operation until the expiration of feven or eight years ; but it is abfo. 
lutely neceflary that it fhould take place before the age of fourteen, as after that time it 
is deemed unlawful ; on this occafion the parents of the child invite their relations and 
friends to an entertainment. ‘The operation is performed after the Jewifh ritual, and in 
the manner practifed by the Muffulmans of India. 

With great men this ceremony is uncommonly fplendid. During my refidence at 
Shirauz, I had an opportunity of being an cye-witnels to the rejoicings made by the in. 
habitants in honour of the fon of Jéafar-Khan, who, on the 27th of April 1787, had the 
ceremony performed upon him, 

Feftival of the Cheraugcons.| On the 2oth, great preparations having previoufly 
been made, all the bazars in Shirauz were fplendidly illuminated, particularly the 
gtand bazar, which was adorned throughout with luftres of party-coloured lamps, 
fufpended from the roof about half way down: the fhops of the merchants on each 
fide were dreffed out in great finery, with filver paper, rich hangings, &c. ; the walls 
on each fide, to a confiderable height, covered with tapeltry, looking-glaffes, and many 
paintings, done in the Perfian ftyle, moft of them reprelenting the ancient Kings of 
Perfia and India, in the different drefles of their refpective countries ; as well as defigns 
taken from their moft admired poets. Bands of mufic, and dancing women, were 
conftantly performing night and day, throughout the different bazars, on fcaffoldings 
erecied for the purpofe; and the whole was a fcene of feftivity for feven days and as 
many nights, Among feveral ingenious things obfervable on this occafion, the fighe 
prefented ut the Juba Khana, or the Khin’s arfenal, was moft worthy of notice. In 
the centre of this building the armourers had fufpended in the air a brafs mortar of 
Sco ewt. by fome hidden means, as nothing appeared to fupport it, either above or 
below ; the only vifible thing being a number of coloured botiles dticking to it, as if 
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to keep it budyant in the atmofphere. I was told, however, that it was effected by 
means of a wire paifed from the roof of the place to the mouth of the mortar; but 
not being vifible to the fpetators, it gave a very ingenious effet. he decorations 
on this occafion coft the fhop-keepers and tradefmen confiderable fums, as, befides the 
expences of the illuminations, they were obliged to make a handfome peifhcufh, or 
prefent, to the Khan and his fon, who alfo on this occafion gave a grand entertainment 
in the citadel, to which the principal men in the city were invited ; and the whole was 
concluded by a magnificent difplay of fireworks. 

The funerals of the Perfians.| The funerals of the Perfians are conducted in a 
fimilar manner to thofe in other Mahomedan countries. On the death of a Mufful- 
man, the relations and friends of the deceafed being affembled, make houd lamentations 
over.the corpfe ; after which it is wafhed and laid out on a bier, and carried to the 
place of interment without the City walls, attended by a Mullah, or prieft, who chants 
paflages from the Koran all the way to the grave. If any Muffulman fhould chance 
to meet the corpfe during the proceffion, he is obliged, by the precepts of his religion, 
to run up to the bier, and offer his affiftance in carrying it to the grave, crying out at 
the fame time, Lah Illéh Ill Lillah! ** There is no God but God.” After inter- 
ment, the relations of the deceafed return home, and the women of the family make a 
mixture of wheat, honey, and fpices, which they eat in memory of the deceafed, fend- 
ing a part of it to their friends and acquaintance, that they alfo may pay him a like 
honour. —- This cuftom feems to be derived from very great antiquity, as we read in 
Homer of facrifices and libations being frequently made to the memory of departed fouls. 

Price of Blood.) The Perfians are very ftrict in refpe& to the price of blood, or /ex 
talionis, this being laid down and authorifed as a pofitive command in the Koran 3 it is 
called Deiut. At Shirauz, if a man murders another perfon, he is obliged to pay a Deiut, 
either in money or goods, to the value of 800 piaftres, which is to be received by the 
relations of the deceafed; but if this is not agreed to, and the relations infilt upon it 
(the acceptance being entirely optional), the murderer is to be delivered up to the 
neareft of kindred to the perfon flain, and is by them put to death: but fhould it fo 
happen that the murderer efcapes, the two families are at perpetual variance, until 
full fatisfa€tion be made, either by paying the price of blood, as related, or apprehend- 
ing the murderer, and furrendering him, a circumftance often attended with very 
bloody confequences. There is yet, however, another mode of compromife, and to 
which, in one inftance, 1 was an eye-witnefs ; which is, the relations of the murderer 
giving. in marriage a daughter, or niece, to the fon of the deceafed, as the price of 
blood ; and when this is the cafe, the two families becoming one, the reconciliation is 
always complete. 

he Management of the Police at Shirauz.] he police in Shirauz, as well as all over 
Perfia, is very good. As before obferved, at funfet the gates of city are fhut; no 
perfon whatever is permitted either to come in or go out during the night; the keys 
of the different gates being always fent to the Hakim or governor, and remaining with 
him until morning. During the night, three tiblas, or drums, are beaten at three 
different times ; the firft at eight o’clock, the fecond at nine, and the third at half pat 
ten. After the third tibla has founded, all perfons whatfoever found in the flreets by 
the Daroga, or judge of the police, or by any of his people, are inftantly taken up, and 
conveyed to a place of confinement, where they are detained until next morning, when 
they are carried before the Hakim ; and if they cannot give a very good account of 

themfelves, are punifhed, either by the baftinado, or a fine. 
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Sheick al Sellaum, or the Head of the Faith. Civil matters are all detefmined by the 
Cazi, and ecclefiaftical ones (particularly divorces) by the Sheick al Sellaum, or head 
of the faith ; an office anfwering to that of Mufti in Turkey. Juftice is carried on in 
Perfia in-a very f{ummary manner ; the fentence, whatever it may be, being always put 
into execution on the fpot. Theft is generally punifhed with the lofs of nofe and ears : 
robbing on the road, by ripping up the belly of the criminal, in which fituation he is 
expofed upon a gibbet in oneof the moft public parts of the'city, and there left until he 
expires in torment; a dreadful punifhment, but in the end extremely falutary, as the 
fight deters others from committing the fame crime, and renders robberies in Perfia very 
uncommon. ‘The punifhments in this country are fo varied and cruel, that humanity 
fhudders at the thought ; and the happy Englifhman, viewing them, bleffes himfelf 
that he is born in the arms of freedom and liberty, where property is not only facred, 
but juftice adminiftered with mercy ! 

The Faft of Ramazan.| The Perfians obferve the faft during the month of Ramazan 
(the ninth month of the Mahomedan year) with great ftrictnefs and feverity. About 
an hour before daylight, they eata meal which is called Sthre, and from that time until 
the next evening at fanfet, they neither eat nor drink of any thing whatever. It is even 
fo very rigid, that if in the courfe of the day the finoke of a calean, or the fmalleft 
drop of water reaches their lips, the faft is in confequence deemed broken, and of no 
avail. From funfet until the next morning they are allowed to refrefh themfelves. 
This faft, when the month Ramazan falls in the middle of fummer, as it fometimes 
muft do (the Mahomedan year being lunar), is extremely fevere, efpecially to thofe 
who are obliged by their occupations to go about during the day-time, and is rendered 
fill more fo, as there are alfo feveral nights during its exiftence, which they are en. 
joined to {pend in prayer. The Perfians particularly obferve two 3 the one being that 
in which their prophet Ali died, from a wound which he received from the hands of an 
affafin three days before ; which night is the 21ft of Ramazan, the day of which is 
called by the natives Yedm al Kutul, or the day of murder ; the other is the night of 
the 23d, in which they affirm that the Korin was brought down from heaven by the 
angel Gabriel, and delivered to their prophet Mahomed ; wherefore it is denominated 
Lailut ul Kudur, or the night of power. The firft of thefe nights the Turks and others 
of the fe& of the Sunnies do not obferve, and the latter they keep on the night of the 
27th; but both nights are {pent by the Perfians entirely in prayer ; befides which, the 
moit. religious men generally allot a part of each day in the month for the purpofe of 
reading the Koran. From this faft, women under particular circumftances relative to 
their fex, very old perfons, the fick, and children under the age of fourteen, are ex- 
empted; every other perfon is enjoined to keep it, as abfolutely neceflary to falvation. 
Travellers alfo, during this month (when on actual journey), are exempted from ob. 
ferving the faft ; but in lieu thereof are obliged, on their return home, to faft an equal 
mumber of days in another month: though the Perfians fay, that one day’s faft.in 
the month of Ramazan is more acceptable to God than all the remainder of the year 
put together. This month, by way of eminence, is ftyled by the Mahomedans Al 
Mubarik, or the bleffed.: and they affirm that whatever Muffulmans die during it, will 
moft afluredly enter into paradife ; as they believe the gates of heaven are then open b 
the command of God. People of a religious turn of mind begin this faft feven or eight 
days before Ramazan, and fome continue it as many more during the fucceeding month. 

Shuwéul.| The Ide of Ramazan, or 1ft of Shuwatil, is not obferved here as in 
Turkey, with any particular folemnity. ; 
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The Fepiival of the Ide Korban.] The 24d of September, which this year happened 
on the roth of the Mahomedan month Zul al Huj, A. H. 1201, is kept in Perfia asa 
grand feftival, and was celebrated at Shirauz with extraordinary rejoicings 5 i is called 
by the Perfians Ide Korbin, or the feflival of facrifice ; being the fame, they fay, as 
that in which Abraham offered up his fon Ifaac, whom they call Ifmaél. A few days 
previous to its commencement, each family takes care to purchafe a fine fat fheep, 
which they defign for the facrifice, diftinguifhed by the name of Gofefund Korban, or 
the fheep of facrifice ; this fheep they take great care of, and he muft be without {pot 
or blemifh, in order to reprefent the purity of Ifaac. The day being come, they adorn 
the victim with ribbands, beads, and other finery ; alfo ftaining his face, feet, and 
different parts of his body with the herb hinna. ‘I'he neighbours reciprocally vifit 
each other, and exchange the wifh of a happy ide, or, feftival. Their mode of faluta- 
tion is Ide Shimd Mubarik bafhed! ‘* May your feltival be fortunate!” ‘The victin 
being flain, they fend the different parts of him as prefents to their friends and to the 
poor. Some, indeed, do not referve any part for themfelves ; but every Muffulman is 
enjoined by his religion to give a part of what he kills that day to the indigent, who 
generally find means to make a comfortable meal. The day is fpent in the utmoft 
feftivity. Among thofe of higher rank, the following ceremonies arc obferved : the 
Khin, or in his abfence the Beglerbeg, goes in proceffion to the place of facrifice, which 
is without the city, and is called the Korban Gih. A favourite camel, chofen for the 
occafion, is led forth, which is dreffed out in great finery, and is confidered as facred. 
On their arrival at the place, the Khan firft {trikes a lance into the breaft of the animal, 
and the crowd are permitted to ruth in, by which he is prefently cut into a thoufand 
pieces ; and happy in their eftimation is the perfon who can procure the leaft portion. 
of him, as they look upon it a great bleffing, and an infallible omen of future good 
fortune. ‘The proceffion returns to the city, where a fcaffolding is erected before the 
palace, and the people are entertained with rope-dancing, fingers (male and female), 
tumblers, ram-fighting, and other diverfions until evening. The Perfians, on this 
occafion, have all of them by heart an ode made for the day, which they repeat as they 
walk the ftreets ; and cheerfulnefs, with contentment, fits on every countenance. As 
{ lived in a native family, I thought it proper on this occafion to make a prefent to it of 
a theep for the facrifice, by which I afforded great fatisfaétion ; and we fpent the day 
in high mirth. Indeed I attributed my own comfortable fituation, during my refidence 
in Perfia, principally to my ready and general compliance with all their manners and 
cuftoms ; a prattice I would advife every traveller, who wifhes to live agreeably in a 
ftrange country, to obferve 5 experiencing myfelf the benefit of it in fo ample a manner. 

Ide Kudeér.] The 30th of September, being the 17th of Zu al Wj, is alfo obferved 
here as a feftival, and is called Ide Kudeér, or the feftival of fate, being, according to 
the Perfians, the day in which their prophet Mahomet bequeathed the caliphat to Ali 
his fon-in-law, nine days before he died; but this is denied by the Turks and otherg 
of the feét of the Sunnies, and has been the caufe of much animofity and bloodfhed. me 

The Fruits of Shirawz.] No plgce in the world produces the neceffaries of life in 
greater abundance and perfe&tion than Shirauz ; nor is there a more delightful fpot in 
nature to be conceived, than.the vale in which it is fituated, either for the falubrity of 
the air, or for the profufion of every thing neceflary to render life comfortable and 
agreeable, The fields yield plenty of rice, wheat, and barley, which they generally 
begin to reap in the month of May, and by the middle of July the harveft is completed. 
Mott of the European fruits are produced here, and many of them are fuperior in fize 
Ot ot ne eae eee ee en vatfed in Europe, patticularly the apricot and grape. Of 
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the grape of Shirauz there are feveral forts, all of them very good, but two or three 
more particularly fo than the reft; one is the large white grape, called Reefh Bibi, 
without feed, which is extremely lufcious and agreeable to the tafte; the finall white 
grape, called Afkeri, alfo without feed, and as fweet as fi ugar ; the black grape, of which 
the celebrated wine of Shirauz is made. This wine is preffed by the Armenians and 
Jews, in the months of O@ober and November, and a vaft deal is exported annually 
to Abu Shehr, and other parts in the Perfian Gulph, for the fupply of the India mar- 
ket. The wine of Shirauz is really delicious, and well deferving of praife; fo much 
fo, that people who have drank it for a {pace of time feldom care for any other, though 
at the firft tafte it is rather unpleafant to an European. They have another kind of large 
red grape, called Sahibi, the bunches of which weigh feven or eight pounds each : it 
is tharp and rough to the tafte, and makes vinegar of a very fuperior quality. The 
cherries here are but indifferent ; but apples, pears, melons, peaches, quinces, neétar- 
ines, and the gage plums, are all very good, and in the greateft plenty. The pome- 
granate is good to a proverb ; the Perfians call it the fruit of paradife. 

Breed of Horfes.] The breed of horfes in the province of Fars is at prefent very 
indifferent, owing to the ruinous ftate of the country ; but in the province of Duthtif. 
tain, lying to the fouth-weft, it is remarkably good. The fheep are of a fuperior 
flavour, owing to the excellence of the pafturage in the neighbourhood of Shirauz, 
and are alfo celebrated for the finenefs of their fleece : they have tails of an extraordinary 
fize, fome of which I-have feen weigh upwards of thirty pounds; but thofe which are 
fold in the markets do not weigh above fix or feven. ‘Their oxen are large and ftrong, 
but their flefh is feldom eaten by the natives, who confine themfelyes chiefly to that of 
theep and fowls. Provifions of all kinds are very cheap ; and the neighbouring moun- 
tains affording an ample fupply of fnow throughout the year, the meaneft artificer of 
Shirauz may have his water and fruits cooled without any expence worthy his confidera- 
tion : this fnow being gathered on the tops of the mountains, and brought in carts to 
the city, is fold in the markets. The price of provifions is regulated at Shirauz with 
the greateft exaCtnefs, by the Daroga, or judge of the police, who fets a fixed price upon 
every article, and no fhop-keeper dares to demand more, under the fevere penalty of 
lofing his nofe and ears; fuch being the punifhment attached to a crime of this nature ; 
by which means the pooreft inhabitants are effeCtually fecured from impofition, in fo 
capital an article as the neceflaries of life. 

Manufattures and Trade.] Manufaétures and trade are at prefent greatly decayed 
in Perfia, the people having had no interval of peace to recover themfelves fince the 
death of Kerim Khan to the prefent period: but if a regular and permanent govern- 
ment were once again eftablithed, there is little doubt but they would flourifh, as the 
Perfians are very ingenious, of quick capacities, and even the lower clafs of artificers 
are induftrious and diligent. ‘They work in filligree and ivory remarkably well, and 
are good turners, They have at Shirauz a glafs manufactory, where they caft very 
good glafs, of which great quantities are exported to different parts of Perfia; by which 
the manufaCturers acquire confiderable profit. Melt of the woollen goods, filks, and 
worked linens, are brought from Yezd and Carmania, from both of which places 
they alfo export felts and carpets. A great quantity of copper is produced from 
Tauris, and other of the more northern parts of Perfia. Kom is remarkable for excel- 
lent fword-blades ; but at prefent all trade with Europeans is ftopped; and the ftate 
of the country does not promife a {peedy return of it. India goods are imported 
chiefly from Abu Shehr. In matters of trade amongft the natives, the whole is under 
the regulation of the calodnter, or town-clerk, who regulates the duties to be paid to 
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the Khan on all imports: this is fometimes executed with a feverity which leaves the 
merchant little or no profit upon his goods. This officer has an apartment in the 
grand -caravanferai, where himfelf or his affiftant refides, who is called the Goom Rook, 
or cuftom-mafter, and is always prefent on the arrival of a caravan. All goods‘are 
opened here, even to the meaneft article, anda duty is exaGted upon every thing foreign. 
‘This office affords a field for great knavery, which I doubt not is often prattifed, as I 
have frequently heard the merchants complain of the oppreflive difpofition of the pre- 
fent fuperintendant with much acrimony: this proceeding cannot, however, be pre« 
fumed,to have the fanGtion of the Khan, as it is moft probable he is often defrauded 
without its coming to his knowledge ; for a perfon detected in the praCtice of thefe 
tricks would unqueftionably fuffer death. * 

The climate of Shirauz.| The climate of -Shirauz is one of the’ moft agreeable in 
the world, the extremes of heat and cold being feldom felt. During the fpring of the 
year the face of the country appears uncommonly beautiful. ‘The flowers, of which 
they have a great variety, and of the brighteft hues, the fragrant herbs, fhrubs, and 
plants, the rofe, the {weet bafil, and the myrtle, all here contribute to refrefh and per- 
fume the natural mildnels of the air. The nightingale of the garden (called by the 
Perfians boolbul hezar daftaan), the goldfinch, and the linnet, by their melodious 
warblings, at this delightful feafon of the year, ferve to add to the fatisfaction of the 
mind, -and to infpire it with the moft pleafing ideas. The beauties of nature are here 
depiéted in their fulleft extent; the natural hiftorian and the botanift would here 
meet with ample {cope for purfuing their favourite inveftigations. With fuch advan- 
tages, added to the falubrity of the air, how can it be wondered at, that the inhabitants 
of Shirauz fhould fo confidently affert the pre-eminence of their own city to any other 
in the world ? or that fuch beauties fhould fail of calling forth the poetical exertions 
of a Hafiz, a Sadi, or aJami? Their mornings and evenings are cool, but the middle 

_ of the day is very pleafant. In fummer the thermometer feldom rifes above feventy- 
three in the day-time, and at night it generally finks as low as fixty-two. The autumn 
is the worft feafon of the year, that being the time when the rains begin to fall, and 
during the autumnal months it is confidered by natives as the moft unhealthy ; colds, 
fluxes, and fevers being very general. In winter a vaft deal of fnow falls, and very 
thick, but ice is rarely to be found, except on the fummits of the mountains, or towards 
Ifpahan, and the more northern parts of Perfia. One thing, which is moft to be 
efteemed in this country, and renders it preferable to any other part of the world, is 
their nights, which are always clear and bright, and the dew that in moft places is of 
fo pernicious and dangerous a nature, is not of the leaft ill confequence here: there 
is none at all in fummer, and in the other feafons it is of fuch a nature, that if the 
brighteft fcimitar fhould be expofed to it all the night, it would not receive the keaft 
ruft; a circumftance I have myfelf experienced. This drynels in the air caufes their 
buildings to laft a great while, and is undoubtedly-one of the principal reafons that:tpe 
celebrated ruins otf Perfepolis have endured for fo many ages, and comparatively fpeak- 
ing, in fo perfeé&t a ftate; that place being fituated in much fuch another valley as 
Shirauz, and but two days’ journey from thence. The nights in Perfia, and more par- 
ticularly in the fouthern parts of it are moft excellently adapted for the fcience of aftro- 
nomy, being of extraordinary brightnefs, and far preferable in that point to what I 
have obferved in any country in which it has been my fortune to refide. : 

Slight account of the character of the modern Perfians.} In attempting to fay any 
thing of the charafter of the modern Perfians; I am fenfible of the difficulty of the un- 
dertaking, from my being fo fhort a time amongft them. An acquaintance with ‘the 
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real’ character of a people is only capable of being attained by a very long refidence s 
yet_as, during my ftay in Perfia, from the fituation I was placed in, by living in a 
native family, 1 had an opportunity of feeing more of the nature and difpofition of the 
middling fort of people, and their manners and cuftoms, than perhaps has fallen to the 
lot of moft travellers, I amtinduced to give the few obfervations I made during that 
period. The Perfians, with refpeét to outward behaviour, are certainly the Parifians 
of the Eaft. Whilft a rude and infolent demeanour peculiarly marks the charaéter of 
the Turkith nation towards foreigners and Chriftians, the behaviour of the Perfians 
would, on the contrary, do honour to the moft civilized nations: they are kind,. 
courteous, civil, and obliging to all ftrangers, without being guided by thofe religious 
prejudices fo very prevalent in every other Mahomedan nation ; they are fond of en. 
quiring after the manners and cuftoms of Europe ; and, in return, very readily afford. 
any information in refpect to their own country. The practice of hofpitality is with 
them fo grand a point, that a man thinks himfelf highly honoured if you will enter 
his houfe and partake of what the family affords; whereas going out of a houfe, 
without fmoking a calein, or taking any other refrefhment, is deemed, in Perfia, a 
high affront ; they fay that every meal a ftranger partakes with them brings a blefling 
upon the houfe: to account for this, we muft underftand it as.a pledge of faith and 
rotection, when we confider that the continual wars in which this country has been 
involved, with very little ceffation, fince the extinction of the Sefi family, have greatly 
tended to an univerfal depravity of difpofition, and a perpetual inclination to aéts of 
hoftility. This has leffened that foftnefs and urbanity ,of manners for which this 
nation has been at all former times fo famous; and has at the fame time too much 

extinguifhed all fentiments of honour and humanity amongft thofe of higher rank. 
. The Perfians, in their converfation, ufe fuch extravagant and hyperbolical compli. 
ments on the moft trifling occafions, that it would at firft infpire a ftranger with an 
idea, that every inhabitant of the place was willing to lay down his life, fhed his blood, 
or fpend his money in his fervice; and this mode of addrefg (which in faét means 
nothing) is obferved not only by thofe of a higher rank, but even amongft the 
meaneft artificers, the loweft of which will make no fcruple, on your arrival, of 
offering you the city of Shirauz and all its appurtenances, as a peifhkuth or prefent, 
This behaviour appears at firft very remarkable to Europeans, but after a fhort time 
becomes equally familiar. Freedom of converfation is a thing totally unknown in 
Perfia, as that “* walls have ears” is proverbially in the mouth of every one. — The 
fear of chains which bind their bodies has alfo enflaved their minds; and their con- 
verfation to men of fuperior rank to themfelves is marked with figns of the moft 
abje& and flavifh fubmiflion ; while, on the contrary, they are as haughty and 
overbearing to their inferiors. ‘The exceflive fear and awe they {tand in before the 
great, is exemplified in a circumftance I fhall mention, which happened when I accom. 
panied Mr. Jones, of the Buffora Fa€tory, to the Perfian camp, in an audience we 
were admitted to with Jaafar Khan. The Khan had ordered Mr. Jones to be fhewn 
his horfes ; who having feen them, was afked which he liked the beft. Mr. Jones told 
him (through me) that he approved very much of the ftud in general, but that two 
horfes (naming them) were entitled to more particular attention. This the man who 
accompanied us, and who was in the capacity of a gentleman ufher, interpreted to the 
Khan in the following terms : “* He fays that all the horfes are the fineft that ever were 
feen ; but as to the two marked out, their equal is not to be found in any part of the 
world.” And at this anfwer the Khan himfelf feemed pleafed ; no doubt from having 
been ufed to no other language from his infancy. 7 
2 The 
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_ The Perfians, in their converfation, aim much at elegance, and are “perpetually 
repeating verfes and paflages from the works of their moft favourite poets,. Hafiz, 
Gadi, and Jami; a practice univerfally prevalent, from the. higheft to the loweft ; 
becaufe thofe who have not the advantages of reading and writing, or the other benefits 
arifing from education, by the help of their memories, which are very retentive, and 
what they learn by heart, are always ready to bear their part in converfation. . The 
alfo delight much in jokes and quaint expreffions, and are fond of playing upon cack 
other ; which they fometimes do with great elegance and irony. There is one thing 
much to be admired in their converfations, which is the ftri& attention they always pay 
to the perfon fpeaking, whom they never interrupt on any account. ‘They are in 
general a perfonable, and in many refpects a handfome, people: their complexions, 
faving thofe who are expofed to the inclemencies of the weather, are as fair as 
Europeans. 

The women of Shirauz.] The women at Shirauz have at all times been celebrated 
over thofe of other parts of Perfia for their beauty, and not without reafon. Of thofe 
whom I had the fortune to fee during my refidence, and who were moftly relations 
and friends of the family I lived in, many were tall and well fhaped ; but their bright 
and fparkling eyes were a very ftriking beauty: this, however, is in a great meafure 
owing to art, as they rub their eye-brows and eye-lids with the black powder of 
antimony (called furma) which adds an incomparable brilliancy to their natural luftre. 
The large black eye is in moft eftimation among the Perfians, and this is the moft 
common at Shirauz. As the women in Mahomedan countries are, down to the 
meaneft, covered with a veil from head to foot, a fight is never to be obtained of them 
in the {treet ; but from my fituation, I have feen many of them within doors, as when 
any came to vifit the family where I lived, which many did, dire€ted by their curiofity 
to fee an Eurdpean, -underftanding I belonged to the houfe, they made no feruple 
of pulling off their veils, and converfing with great inquifitivenefs and familiarity, 
which feemed much gratified by my ready compliance with their requefts, in informing 
them of European cuftoms and manners, and never failed to procure me thanks, with 
the additional character of a good natured Feringy (the appellation by which all 
Europeans are diftinguifhed). ‘The women in Perfia, as in all Mahomedan nations, 
after marriage, are very little better than flaves to their hufbands. Thofe mild and 
familiar endearments which grace the focial board of an European, and which at the 
fame time they afford a mutual fatisfa&tion to either fex, tend alfo to refine and _polifh 
manners, are totally unknown in Mahomedan countries. ‘The hufband, of a fufpicious 
temper, and chained down by an objtinate and perfevering etiquette, thinks himfelf 
affronted even by the inquiry ofa friend after the health of his wife. Calling her by 
name, is never allowed of ; the mode of addrefs muft be, “ May the mother. of fuch 
a fon, or fuch a daughter, be happy ; I hope fhe is in health.” And none, except 
thofe of the neareft kin, as a brother, or uncle, are ever allowed to fee the females 
of the family unveiled : it would be deemed as an infult. Thrice happy ye, my fair 
and amiable countrywomen, who, born and educated in a land of freedom;“can, 
without violating the laws of propriety, both give and receive the benefit of focial 
intercourfe, unimprefled by the baneful effects of jealoufy! Rejoice that thefe 
bleffings are afforded you !—which have inculcated the fentiments of liberality and 
politenefs, and which {till contribute to enhance the value of fociety, and to fecure you 
a permanent and unalloyed felicity! — The Perfian ladies, however, during the days 
of courtfhip, have in their turn pre-eminence; a miftrefs making no feruple of coms 
manding her lover to ftand all day long at the door of her father’s houfe, repeating 
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verles in praife of her beauty and accomplithments; and this is the general way of 
making love at Shirauz ; a lover rarely being admitted toa fight of his miftrefs, before 
the marriage contraét is figned. 

Curious fpecies of contention. | ‘he Perfians, in their difpofitions, are much inclined to 
fudden anger ; quick, fiery, and very fenfible of affronts, which they immediately 
refent on the fpot. ‘They are a brave and courageous people ; but I have before faid, 
that their frequent wars have much depraved their ancient urbanity of manners; and 
this ferocity of difpofition has alfo introduced a ftrife, peculiar to the lower clafs of 
inhabitants of Shirauz. When two people begin fighting; it always raifes a great 
crowd, who generally feparately take the part of one or the other in the contelt, and 
the whole prefently becomes a fcene of tumult and confufion, until the arrival of the 
daroga, or judge of the police, who puts an end to the fray. ‘Thefe riots are very 
frequent, and even the boys are fond of running to them, in order to have a fhare ip 
the contention. In their capacities they are ready, prompt, and ingenious : but thefe 

_ talents they too often employ in the moft difcreditable way, being the greateft 
liars in the world, practifing the moft improbable falfities with the gravelt air imaginable; 
and fo far from being abafhed by a deteétion, they always endeavour to turn it off 
with a laugh, and even confefs themfelves, that they think there is. no harm in telling 
a lye; provided it can be of any benefit to. themfelves : and they will always, in every 
bufinels they are engaged in, endeavour firft to bring\it about by lying and knavery ; 
which, if unfuccefsful as thofe with whom they deal are full as expert as themfelves, ) 
they will then conclude the bargain with truth and honefty ; but either way is equally 
indifferent to them. 

The fuperftition of the Perfians.] The Perfians univerfally have a fixed belef in the 
efficacy of charms, omens, talifmans, and other fuperftitions. Befides what they have 
received fince their converfion to Mahomedanifm, they have in general retained all 
that their anceftors before practifed. Indeed, the only difference is, that what was 
before authorifed and commanded by the Magian religion, has been, fubfequently 
allowed by the religion of Mahomed. They are, of all people, the molt additted to. 
the idea of fortunate.or aulpicious days and hours, the dies fa/ti atque nefafti of the 
Romans ; and even on the.minuteft and moft trifling occafions will {eek for.a lucky 
moment. Going a journey can never’ be performed without firft confulting a book of’ 
omens, each chapter of which begins with a particular letter of the alphabet, which 
is deemed fortunate or inaufpicious; and fhould they baaoay pitch upon one of the 
latter, the journey muft of courfe be delayed until a more favourable Opportunity. 
Entering a new houfe, the putting on of a new garment, with numberlefs. other com- 
mon and trifling occurrences, are determined by motions equally abfurd and frivolous. 
In their marriages they pay the ftri€eft attention to this point; a lucky hour for 
figning the contra, and another for the wedding day, being efteemed abfolutely 
neceflary to the future happinefs of the intended couple. Thofe alfo who are in. good 
circumftances, generally fend for a muunjim, or aftrologer, at the: bith of a child, 
in order to calculate Ifis horofcope with the utmoft exaétnels, 

Their talifmans.] To a man they have their talifmans, which are generally fome 
fentence from the Koran, or faying of their prophet Ali, written either upon. paper, 
or engraved upon a {mall plate of filver, which they bind round their arms,. and other 
parts of the body ; but thofe of higher rank make ufe of rubies, emeralds, and: other- 

ecious ftones. The.women of cosdition have fmall filver plates of a circular 
ae upon which are engraved fentences from the Koran; which, as well: as the 
salifmans, they bind about their arms with pieces of red and green filk, and look tm 

them: 
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them as never-fuiling charms againft the fafcinations of the devil, ur -wicked fpirits 
(whom they call deebs), and who they fay are conftantly roaming about the world, 
to do all the mifchief in their power. They are equally abfurd in their ideas of the 
heavenly bodies, at leaft the middling and lower clafs of people, particularly in refpe@ 
to the falling of the ftars, eclipfes of the fun and moon, and the appearances of 
meteors and comets. As for their religious fyftem, they believe there are nine heavens, 
the loweft of which is that immediately above their heads: they imagine, therefore, 
that on the falling of a flar, it is occafioned by the angels in the lower heaven giving 
blows on the heads of the devils, for attempting ;to penetrate into thofe regions. 
Mr. Hanway has taken notice of this circumftance in his travels; and it is the firm 
belief of the Perfians in general, and even amongft fome of thofe who, from their edu- 
cation and fenfe, ought to be better informed. : 

Curious manner of charming the feorpions.| Among other cuftoms of a fuperftitious 
nature, they believe that fcorpions, of which there are great numbers in this country, 
and very venomous, may be deprived of the power of ftinging, by means of a certain 
prayer which they make ufe of. The perfon who has the power of binding, as it is 
called, turns his face towards the fign Scorpio, in the heavens, which they all know, 
and, repeats this prayer. Every perion prefent, at the conclufion of a fentence, claps 
his hands; after this is done they think that they are perfeétly fafe: nor, if th 
fhould chance to fee any fcorpions during that night, do they fcruple taking hold of 
them, trufting to the ellicacy of this fancied all-powerful charm. I have frequently 
feeni the man in whofe family I lived, repeat the above prayer, on being defired by his 
children to bind the fcorpions; after which the whole family has gone quietly and 
contentedly ‘to bed, fully perfuaded they could receive no hurt by them. During the 
fummer feafon, {corpions appear in great numbers ; they are quite black in appearancé, 
and very large, and the fting of them is dangetous, but not mortal: thofe, “however, 
which are found in the moft northern parts of Perfia, and particularly in the 
province of Cafhan, are of fo dangerous a nature, as often to caufe immediate 
death. 

Not ferupulous of drinking wine.] The Perfians are, of all Mahomedan nations, the 
leaft {crupulous of drinking wine, as many of them do it publicly, and almoft alt of 
them in private (excepting thofe who have performed the pilgrimage of Mecca, and 
men of religion): they alfo are very liable to be quarrelfome when inebriated, which 
is often attended with fatal confequences. They eat opium, but in much lefs quantities 
than the Turks; and indeed in every thing they fay or do, eat or drink, they make 
a point to be as different from this nation as poffible, whom they deteft to a man, 
beyond meafure ; efteeming Jews and Chriftians fuperior to them, and much nearer 
to falvation. ‘They publicly curfe and abufe the three firft caliphs after Mahomed, 
Abu Beker, Omar, and Oljman, who they fay were ufurpers and tyrants, and unjuftly 
deprived their prophet Ali of his right of the caliphat. It is impoflible to conceive the 
great veneration they exprefs for Ali, both in their books and in their conyerfation': 
they efteem him to be the moft excellent and learned man that ever lived, and-not - 
inferior in good qualities to Mahomed himlelf, excepting in his exprefs dignity, asa 
heavenly miffionary. They fay that Ali was the only man the world ever produced, 
who could converfe in all languages ; and that fince him no one has appeared upon 
earth with an equat knowledge. 

Exceffive refpect for Ali.) As one inftance to what excels the common people carry 
their veneration, I fhall mention a fpeech made ufe of by the.cheharwadar, or mafter 
of the cafila, with whom I travelled to Shirauz:— One of-his affittants making ufe 

of 
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of the common expreffion, “ O God! O Ali!” he immediately replied, ** No,’ no ¥ 
Ali firft, God fecond.” The title of Ameer al Moumineen, or commander of the faiths 
ful, when'made ufe of by the Perfians, is always applied to Ali; for they will not 
allow there having been rightfully any other. It is a common term of abufe amongft 

. the lower clafs of people, when in a paffion, to call their opponents the fon of a Sunni, 
or follower of Omar, implying that they could not with him a more reproachful con- 
dition, The Perfians reckon the right of fucceffion to the caliphat to confift of twelve 
Imaums, or heads of the faith, whom they deduce from the family of their Prophet 3 
that is, from his daughter Fatima, whom he gave in marriage to Ali, and from thence 

* to his two fons by that marriage, Huffun and Huffein, and their-children, defcendants, 
They, moreover, allege, that the Prophet, in his lifetime, did publicly declare that Ali 
and his family fhould fucceed to the caliphat, both in fpiritual and temporal matters, 
This, however, the Turks deny, affirming that the right of fucceffion was from the free 
eleCtion of the people, and that by that right the three firft caliphs took poffeffion of 
the throne. 

The twelve Imaums.] The twelve Imaums, in which the Perfians efteemed the true 
right of the caliphat to confift, are as follow: rt, Ali, who ought to have come imme- 
diately after Mahomed, but fucceeded the fourth from him, as above mentioned. 
ad, Huffun, the eldeft fon of Ali, put to death by the Caliph Moaweia; or, as others 
fay, poifoned by Ayeha, the widow of Mahomet, for oppofing her intrigues. 34, Hut 
fein, the fecond fon of Ali, killed at Kirbelii, in Eerick Arabi, in the war againft’ the 
Caliph Yezeed, fon of Moaweia: the death of which laft two perfons gave rife to the 
annual mourning, obferved fo folemnly by the Perfians, and others of the fe& of the 
Sheids. 4th, Zein al Abudeen, the fon of Huffein, put to death by Walid the Firft, 
the fon of Ahdul Meleck. 5th, Mahomed al Bawkir, the fon of Zein al Abudeen, put 
to death by order of Hafhim, the fon of Abdul Meleck. 6th, Jaafar al Sadick, the fon 
of Mahomed al Bawkir, put to death by order of Abu Jaafar Dowanikee. 7th, Moufa 
Kazim, the fon of Jaafar al Sadick, put to death by order of Haroon Abbafi, at Bagdad. 
8th, Ali Ibn Moufa al Reza, put to death by order of Almimoun Abbafi. It was 
in honour of this Imaum that Shih Abbas built the famous mofque at Mefched, and 
‘commanded his fubjeéts to make pilgrimages thither, to prevent the carrying out the 
immenfe fums of money expended annually by thofe who went to Mecca in Arabia ; 
a very wife and politic ftroke, by which means he caufed Perfia to flourifh mote in his 
reign than it had done for a long time before, or has ever fince. gth, Mahomed al 
‘Tiukee, the fon of Ali Ibn Reza, put to death by order of Almamoun Abbafi. roth, Ali 
al Nukee, the fon of Mahomed al Tukee, put to death at Samara, by order of Moatizim 
Abbafi. 11th, Huffun Afkeri, the fon of Ali al Nukee, put to death by order of 
Moiatizim Abbafi. “12th, Mahomed al Mahadi, the fon of Huffun Afkeri, who difaps 
peared in the reign of Moatemud Abbafi, and who the Perfians expect will be again 
vifible before the end of the world. He has the title of Huzurut Saheb Zimatin, or 
lord of time, and is always mentioned by them with the higheft refpeét. Thefe twelve 
Imaums are difallowed by the Turks, and others of the feét of Omar, who fay that, 
excepting Ali, they were all juftly put to death for rebellious practices, again{t the 
governments under whith they lived : but they are efteemed as faints and martyrs by 
the Perfians, and the only true and lawful caliphs, which they confirm in the recital 
of their Kélema, or creed, by adding the words, “ and Ali is the friend of God 37 an 
exprefion which the Turks omit. : 

Matters of Religion managed by Sheick al Sellaum.] Matters of religion in Perfia, 
as before obferved, are managed by the Sheick al Sellaum, or the head of the faith, 

an 
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an office anfwering to that of Mufti among the Turks. He takes cognizance of all 
ecclefiaftical. matters, and on public feftivals and other occafions preaches in the grand 
mofque;..but he has not, like the Mufii, any power in affairs of flate, being entirely 
confined to his religous office. “4 

In point of drefs, the Perfians differ remarkably from the Turks ; for in Turkey any: 
perfon who was not a Seitid, or defcendant of the Prophet, wearing the leaft green. 
upon his garment, would moft probably be ftoned: whereas in Perfia, the general and 
favourite colour is green, even to their fhoes ; and people of all perfuafions and deno- 
minations may wear it as they pleafe. A ‘Turk alfo thinks himfelf defiled by the touch 
of a Chriftian, even on his garments. -‘The Perfians, on the contrary, will eat out of 
the fame plate, drink out of the fame cup, and fmoke out of the fame calean, as 
readily as they would with their own children ; at leaft I have conftantly experienced ~ 
this myfelf, during my refidence in Perfia, while living in a native family. ‘The Pers 
fians, in fome parts of their devotions, differ from the Turks, as they always pray with 
open hands; whereas thofe of the Turks are clofed and placed before them. The 
Perfians alfo, in their ablutions before prayer, wath their faces and, beards with their 
right hand only, the other being referved for meaner occafions, and they only flightly. 
touch the fore and hind part of their feet; but the Turks wath with both hands, and 
rub all over their feet. The jaig numiz, or carpet, on which they pray, is always 
endeavoured to be placed with the upper part of it facing to the temple of Mecca, but: 
this they only guefs at. 

In ‘religious opinions they are far more tolerant than the Turks: they acknowledge 
the authority of the Old and New Teftament, which they fay were fent from heaven, 
and delivered to Mofes and Chrift, equally with their Koran ; only they affirm. that the- 
laft was given to purify and correét the errors of the two former, which they. pretend. 
have been much corrupted from their original ftate, both by Jews and Chriftians.- They 
acknowledge Jefus Chrift to have been a great prophet, but deny him to have been:the 
Son of God, and the Saviour of mankind ; and pretend that their. prophet Mahomed-is 
the laft or feal of the prophets, the number of which, they fay, amounts to one hundred. 
and twenty-five thoufand ; from which circumftance he is called Khatim al Ambeai, or 
as I have expl ined, the feal of the prophets. In their opinion, all nations are to be 
converted to Mahomedanifm on the day of judgment ; and on that day the people of. 
each faith flying to their particular prophet for protection, fhall by him be fcreened 
and defended from God’s wrath, through mediation, and finally become all of. one- 
faith, which is to be Mahomedanifm. In like manner they apply many things to their 
own Impoftor, which only belong to our Saviour. 

Their mode of living.| “The mode of living of the Perfians is in general as follows 
they always rife at day-break, in order to perform their devotions. Their firft prayer is 
denominated numaz foobh, or the morning prayer ; it is faid before fun-rife, after which 
they eat a flight meal, called nafhta, or breakfaft ; this confifls of grapes or any other: 
fruits of the feafon, with a little bread, and cheefe made of goat’s milk ; they afterwards. 
drink a cup of very {trong coffee, without milk or fugar; then the calean, or pipe,. is 
introduced. The Perfians, from the higheft to the loweft ranks, all fmoke tobacco. 

Their fecond hour of prayer is called numaz zdhur, or mid-day prayer, and is 
always repeated when the fun declines from the meridian. Their dinner, or chafht, . 
which is foon after this prayer, confifts of curds, bread, and fruits of various kinds ; 
animal food not being ufual at this meal. 

The third hour of prayer is called numaz afur, or the afternoon prayer, faid about 
four o’clock. 

The: 
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The fourth hour of prayer is numaz fhim, or evening prayer, which is faid after 
fun-fet ; when this is finifhed, the Perfians eag their principal meal, called thami, or 
fupper. This generally confifts of a pilau, dreffed with rich meat-fauces, and highly 
feafoned with various {pices: fometimes they eat kibaab, or roaft meat. When the 
meal is ready, a fervant brings notice thereof, and at the fame time prefents a ewer 
and water ; they then wath their hands, which is an invariable cu(tom with the Pers 
fians both before and after eathg. ‘They eat very quick, conveying their food to their 
mouths with their fingers; the ufe of knives and forks being unknown in Perfia, 
Sherbets of different forts are introduced, and the meal concludes with a deffert of 
delicious fruits. The fupper being finithed, the family fit in a circle, and entertain each 
other by relating pleafant ftories (of which they are exceffively fond), and alfo by 
repeating paffages from the works of their moft favourite pocts, and amufing themfelves 
at various kinds of games. ‘The fifth and la{t prayer is ftyled numaz akhir, the lait 
prayer; or fometimes numaz fhéb, or the night prayer, repeated about an hour 
after fupper. j 

The great refpect of the Perfians for their Imaums.]_ The city of Shirauz is divided 
into twelve diftrits, or neighbourhoods ; over each of which one of their Imaums? or 
heads of faith, is believed to prefide, as a kind of guardian angel. Every Thurfday 
night, which the Perfians call the night of Friday, the criers and other domettics of 
the mofques make a zikir, that is, a recital of the life and good aétions of the Imaum, 
or faint, who prefides over the diftrits, by whofe influence the inhabitants hope to 
ebtain their wilhes, and be abfolved from their fins. Thefe Imaums are alluded to by 
the Perfians in their converfatiohs ; they fwear by them, and invoke them on all occa« 
fions of diftrefs and adverfity, as well as return them thanks on any good fortune be- 
falling them, ‘The mofques of the Imaum Zadas, or defcendants from the Imaums, 
ferve as fantuaries for criminals ; but the moft fanétified place in Shirauz, and which 
no one ever violates, is the Shah Cheraug, of which I have made mention already, 
where the greatcft criminal can be protected, if the inhabitants of the place fhould 
receive him. However, perfons offenfive to government are generally delivered up 
when demanded. ‘This laft-mentioned cuftom feems to bear a {trong analogy to the 
mode practifed in Roman Catholic countries, of the fan€tuary of a church, or monattery, 
fcreening a criminal from the punifhment of the law. 

An audience of Jaafar Khan.| On the 18th of July, 1787, I accompanied Mr. 
Jones, fecond of the Englith faétory at Buffora, to the Perfian camp, where'we were 
admitted to an audience of Jaafar Khan. On our arrival in camp, ata little after ten 
A.M. we were conducted to the-tent of the minifter, Meerza Mahomed Hoffein, 
where we ftaid a confiderable time, and were entertained with a calean and coffee, 
the ufual mode of treatment in Perfia to vifitors. The tent of the Meerza was a very 
handfome one, of an oblong form, with an open front, the infide lined with a fine 
chintz, and the walls of a curious open work ; the floor was covered with a Perfian 
carpet, and with long felts, made at Yezd, but no cufhions, as the Perfians never ufe 
anyin public, and very feldom in ptivate. At half an hour after twelve, an officer 
came to acquaint us, that the Khan was ready to receive us, and defired us at the fame 
time to follow him. We accordingly fet out, and, although the Khan’s tents were 
in a parallel line with that of the minifter, yet, agreeably to the etiquette obferved in 
Perfia, we were obliged to make a circuit of about thirty yards, in order to approach 
through a counaught, or fcreen of canvas, painted red. On our pafling this fcreen, 
the firlt officer quitted us, and another immediately coming up, conduGed us towards 
the tent, and at. the fame time called out to the attendants furrounding, to open to the 
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right and left, by which we had a full view of the Khan. Upon this the officer de. 
fired us to falute, which we did by pulling off our caps after the Englith fathion, bow- 
ing at the fame time. ‘The Khan made a flight inclination with his head, and we were 
then conduéted round the outfide of the tent, and entered at the back door. On our 
entrance, the Khan made a fecond inclination with his head, and defired us to fit down, 
which we did, at about four yards diftance ; though at a former interview Mr. Jones 
had, he was obliged to fit much further off. The Khan feemed pleafed: he afked 
feveral queftions concerning Europe, the Englifh, and their manners and cuftoms: 
expreffed his with that Mr. Jones had benefited by the air of Shirauz, and affured us 
both of his protection whilft we ftaid there, and ordered his fecretary to make out a 
firmaan, or order, for that purpofe. After ftaying a confiderable time, we took leave 
in the fame manner as we entered. The tent of the Khan wasa noble onc, of an oblong 
form, and pitched with three poles, which were adorned at the top with gilt balls. 
‘The front is open in all weathers; the infide was lined throughout with a beautiful 
clouded filk, and the open work much the fame as that gf the minifter’s: the floor 
was covered with a rich carpet, and long felts. At the upper end of the tent fat Jaafar 
Khan, upon a large felt bent double under him: oppofite to him flood Meerza Ma- 
homed Hoffein, without the tent, and feveral other officers of the army. The Khan’s 
drefg differed not from that of the other great men ; he wore an orange-coloured cuba, 
or coat, and had his fcimitar on. The calean which he {moked was of gold, beauti- 
fully filligreed, with a ruby in the fer pooth, or head. 

In the rear of the Khan’s tent, about the diftance of forty yards, was the haram, or 
women’s apartments : thefe were completely walled in by fcreens of red painted canvas, 
about twelve feet in height. The Khan has always a certain number of women, whom 
he feleéts to accompany him when in camp ; and they have the fame number of attend. 
ants and accommodations as thofe within the palace. 


A fhort Account of the Remain¥ of the celebrated Palace of Perfepalis. 


On Thurfday evening, the 3oth of Auguft, I left Shirauz, in company with Mr. Jones, 
for the purpofe of vifiting the ruins of the celebrated palace of Perfepolis. We flept 
that night at a garden without the city, and at three o’clock on Friday morning we fet 
off: at nine A, M. arrived at the village of Zarkan, fituated eight furfengs, or thirty- 
two Englifh miles, from Shirauz. The road to this place is chiefly through a rocky, 
mountainous country ; approaching, however, to Zarkan, you meet with fome culti- 
vated land. Zarkan is a large village under the government of Shirauz, and is ruled 
by a calentar, or chief magiftrate. From its vicinity to the mountain, the view of tis 
place is very pleafing ; the neighbourhood produces the large red grape. On the road 
we met with fome hundreds of wandering Curds, and Turkomans: they faid the name 
of their tribe was Ort, and that they were going towards Gurmafeer, a place to the 
fouthward of Shirauz, in order to fpend the approaching autumn and winter. Thefe 
people Icad a wandering life, having no fettled place of abode, but move about 
with their families, flocks and herds, in a manner fimilar to the ancient Scythians : 
their complexions were the fame as thofe of the gypfies in*Europe, fun-burnt and 
tawny. 

aye September the r{t, moved at half paft twelve A.M. At five we crofled 
the Bund Ameer river, which Mr. Niebuhr has laid down as the ancient Araxes ; over 
this river is a itone bridge, which the natives cal] Pool Khan. We proceeded on through 
the plain, and at half after fix arrived at the ruins. This flage is five furfengs: the 
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road lies entirely through the plain, which beginning about five miles to the fouth- 
ward of Zarkan, is continued up to Perfepolis, which is fituated clofe under the moun- 
tains. Our cafila encamped in a garden a mile and a half to the northward of the 
ruins, near the village of Merdafht, from whence the whole plain takes its name. This 
plain is exccedingly delightful ; it abounds in game of feveral forts, amongft which we 
difcovered partridges, wild pigeons, quails, and hares. 

At nine A. M. went to vifit the ruins. What remains of the celebrated palace of 
Perfepolis, is fituated on a rifing ground, and commands a view of the extenfive plain 
of Merdafht. he mountain Rehumut encircles the palace in the form of an amphi- 
theatre: you afcend to the columns bya grand ftaircafe of blue ftone, containing one 
hundred and four fteps. The firft objeét that ftrikes the beholder on his entrance, 
are two portals of ftone; I judge them to be about fifty feet in height each; the fides - 
are embellifhed with two fphinxes of an immenfe fize, drefled out with a profufion of 
bead-work, and, contrary to the ufual method, they are reprefented flanding. On the 
fides above are inferiptions in an ancient character, the meaning of which no one hitherto 
has been able to decypher. 

At a finall diftance from thefe portals you afcend another flight of fteps, whith 
lead to the grand hall of columns. The fides of this ftaircafe are ornamented with a 
variety of figures in baffo relievo ; moft of them have veflels in their hands: here and 
there a camel appears, and at other times a kind of triumphal car, made after the 
Roman fafhion ; befides thefe, are feveral led horfes, oxen and rams, that at times 
jntervene and diverfify the proceflion. At the head of the ftair-cafe is another baffo 
relievo, reprefenting a lion feizing a bull; and, clofe to this, are other infcriptions in 
ancient characters. On getting to the top of this ftaircafe, you enter what was for- 
merly a moft magnificent hall ; the natives have given this the name of Chehul Minar, 
or forty pillars; and though this name is often ufed to exprefs the whole of the 
building, it is more particularly appropriated to this part of it, Although a vaft num- 
ber of ages have elapfed fince the foundation, fifteen of the columns yet remain entire ; 
they are from feventy to eighty feet in height, and are mafterly pieces of mafonry : 
their pedeftals are curioufly worked, and appear little injured by the hand of time. 
The thafts are influted up to the top, and the capitals are adorned -with a profufion of 
fretwork. 

From this hall you proceed along, eaftward, until you arrive at the remains of a 
large fquare building, to which you enter through a door of granite. Moft of the 
doors and windows of this apartment are fill ftanding ; they are of black marble, and 
polifhed like a mirror: on the fides of: the doors, at the entrance, are bas-reliefs of 
two figures at full length; they reprefent a man in the attitude of {tabbing a goat : 
with one hand he feizes hold of the animal by the horn, and thrufts a dagger into his 
belly with the other ; one of the goat’s feet refts upon the breaft of the man, and the 
other upon his right arm. This device is common throughout the palace. Over 
another door of the fame apartment is a reprefentation of two men at full length ; 
behind them ftands a domeftic, holding a fpread umbrella: they are fupported by large 
yound ftaffs, appear to be in years, have long beards, and a profufion of hair upon 
their heads. 

At the fouth-weft entrance of this apartment are two large pillars of ftone, upon 
which are carved four figures ; they are dreffed in long garments, and hold in their 
hands fpears ten feet in length. At this entrance, alfo, the remains of a ftair-cafe of 
blue {tone are {till vifible. Vaft numbers of broken pieces of pillars, fhafts, and capi- 
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fize, that it is wonderful to think how they could have been brought whole, and fer 
up together. Indeed, every remains of thefe noble ruins indicate their former gran- 
deur and magnificence, truly worthy of being the refidence of a great and powerful 
monarch ; and whilft viewing them, the mind becomes impreffed with an awful folem- 
nity !— When we confider the celebrity of this vaft empire, once the patron of the 
arts and fciences, and the feat of a wife and flourifhing government ; —-when we reflect 
on the various changes and revolutions it has undergone, at one period a field for the 
daring ambition of an Alexander, — at another for the enthufiaftic valour of an Omar, 
we mult confequently feel the ftrongeft conviction of the mutability of all human 
events ! —Exclufive of the ancient antique infcriptions already mentioned, are others of 
amodern date, able to be read, as well as fome in the Syriac character; the whole 
of which the celebrated Mr. Niebuhr has accurately copied and publifhed. Being 
deftitute myfelf of all materials neceffary for copying infcriptions, and at the fame time 
ignorant of the rules of architeéture, I have refrained from entering into a diffufive 
account of this celebrated palace. What I thought moft worthy of notice, I have en- 
deavoured to deferibe to the beft of my abilitics. 

Behind the hall of pillars, and clofe under the mountain, is the remains of a very 
large building of a quadrangular form ; this may either have made part of the palace, 
or, not unlikely, a detached temple, as there isa confiderable fpace of ground filled up 
with earth and mounds of fand, betwixt the two; and as it has within-fide fymbols 
emblematical of a religious meaning. This building has four principal entrances to it, 
two from the north-eaft, and two from the fouth-weft. he walls are divided into 
feveral partitions, which are ornamented with various pieces of fculpture, the moft 
common of which have the figure of a man at full length ; he is fitting in a chair, with 
his feet {upported by a ftool; behind the chair ftands a domeftic holding an umbrella ; 
the man has in his hand a round ftaff ; before hini are two branched candlefticks, with 
candles in them ; beyond thefe is a little boy, and behind him is a woman with a goblet 
in her hand. Underneath this figure are feveral others in long. garments; fome of 
thefe are armed with bows and arrows, others with fpears, and all of them have caps 
in the form of turrets, which we learn from ancient hiftorians was the mode of drefs 
obferved by the Medes. Over the doors of this building, which are twelve in number, 
are bas-reliefs of a lion feizing hold of a bull, fimilar to that obfervable on the grand 
ftaircafe : the receffes in the walls are all lined with fine granite, and their fronts have 
handfome cornices of ftone. Befides the ufual figures, is a very extraordinary one, 
and is, 1 fuppofe, emblematical of the ancient religion of the Perfians: it reprefents a 
man feated on a pillar, who holds in his hand a fmall veffel; he has a girdle twifted 
round the centre of his body, the two ends of which project a confiderable diftance 
beyond his cloaths, and have much the appearance of wings ;_he ts drefied in long gar- 
ments, with a cap, turret-form. Underneath the figure are feveral lions (a fymbol of 
empire among the ancient Perfians) very well executed. : 

Behind this ruin, a confiderable way up the mountain Rehumut, to the north, is the 
remains of a curious place cut out of the rock, which had formerly an afcent to it by 
fteps, but thefe being deftroyed by time, you are obliged to clamber up by the rock. 
As there is another building parallel to this, about the diftance of eight hundred yards 
to the fouth, I fhall defcribe them both together, and add a few obfervations of what 
I conceive to have been their original defign. — They are lofty buildings of three fides, 
two of which are plain, and forty feet in height; the third has feveral fine feulptures 
boldly executed; in the centre is a pillar with the myftic figure already deferibed 
fitting at the top : oppofite to this flands a man upon a pedeftal of three fteps ; in his 
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left ‘hand he holds a bow, his right is held up, pointing to the figure on the pillar. To 
the left is an altar of ftone two feet high, upon which fire is burning, and, a little on one 
fide, is a large*globe fufpended in the air, which has much the appearance of being 
intended for the fun. ‘Thefe two laft-mentioned fymbols, we are informed, were con- 
fidered by the Perfian Magi as the two grand principles of their religion, as they adored 
the Omnipotent Creator of the univerfe under thefe types, being each in their nature 
the pureft and freeit of corruption of all created things: it may, therefore, be pre. 
fumed they were intended to reprefent certain myfterics in the Magian faith. ‘The 
man with the bow may poffibly be defigned for a chief of the Magi; or, to hazard a 
further fuppofition, the celebrated lawgiver and prophet, Zoroaiter himfelf. However, 
this is only a fuggelition, and I would not be thought to lay it down for a certainty. 
Every perfon, on viewing thofe noble ruins, mut have different ideas arife to him 
concerning them; but as all traces of the original religion have long fince perifhed, 
together with their learning and language, the world muft remain in ignorance until the 
characters on the walls can be decyphered, which, alone, can clear up the much wifhed- 
for afcertainment of the real date of the palace, its devices, emblems, and its real 
founder. Some have given it as their opinion, that thefe are tombs of the ancient Kings 
of Perfia, and of this opinion are Mr. LasBruyn, and Sir John Chardin. 

The modern natives call this place Mujilis Gemfheed, or the affembly of King . 
Gemfheed, as they fay that Prince ufed to vifit the place, with the nobles and great 
men of his court, in order to enjoy a delightful view of the adjacent country, of which, 
indeed, there cannot be a finer profpect than from thence. 

Underneath the above-mentioned devices are fmall openings, which lead to a fubter- 
raneous paffage, cut out of the mountain ;_ it is fix feet in height, and four in breadth : 
the paflage leads a confiderable way into the rock, but is quite dark after advancing 
about thirty yards, and emits a moft noifome damp fmell. The natives call this place 
the Cherk Almas; that is, the talifman, or diamond of fate : they affirm that at the 
end of the paffage is the talifman, and that whoever arrives thither, and afks quettions 
of future events, will be anfwered from within ; but they fay that no one has ever yet 
been able to penetrate to the extremity of the paflage, being oppofed by the Demons 
and Genii, whom they believe to dwell there ; and fuperftitioufly imagine, that all 
lights taken in there will go out of themfelves. Sir John Chardin, and Mr. Le Brun, 
however, penetrated a confiderable way into this paffage, till, they relate, it ended in 
a path too narrow to admit further progrefs. As no account has hitherto appeared of 
thefe fubterraneous paffages, but what the fuperftition of the natives has chofen to in- 
vent, it may not deemed prefumptuous in giving a conjecture, that they were originally 
intended as places for concealed treafure, a cuftom time immemorially obferved, and 
to this day fubfifting among Eaftern Princes. Not having lights with us, neither 
Mr. Jones nor myfelf thought proper to explore the paflage. 

Defcending to the foot of the mountain, to the fouth, you meet with the remains of a 
fmall fquare building, which has feveral doors and windows ftill ftanding, having 
carved figures on them ; but as thefe are only vifible to the waift downwards, it is moft 
likely the fand from the mountains has choked up the remainder : the figures are the 
fame with thofe in other parts of the palace. A little to the weftward of this building, 
you afcend by a ftone ftaircafe into a magnificent court, of a quadrangular form. 
Several pedeftals of pillars, and the remains of two grand portals to the eaft, are ftill 
vifible : they are all of granite, and the cornices of the portals appear to have been very 
fuberb ; they are of an oblong fhape. On many of the broken pieces of the pillars are 
ancient infcriptions. : : 
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In feveral parts of the palace are ftone aqueduéts, made for the purpofe’ of draining 
of the water that comes from the mountains : they are of blue ftone, cut under ground 
eight feet deep, and two and a half in breadth. ene ‘ 

"Ihefe venerable ruins have fuffered much by the ravages of time and weather ; but 

- what {till remains of them is as hard and durable as the rock itfelf. Earthquakes, 
which are frequent in Perfia, have alfo proved the means of throwing down many of 
the columns, and otherwife injuring the apartments; and feveral of thofe which -have 
not been overturned by the violence of the fhocks, have had their tops nearly removed 
off, and in this fituatign remain, The fand which is conftantly wafhed down from the 
mountains by the rain, in the winter feafon, has choked up numbers of places, and. 
even covered the pedettals of feveral pillars. 

‘The old inferiptions difcernible on the walls, and other parts of the palace, may be 
reckoned among the greateft curiofities, as they have never yet been decyphered, either 
in the Eaft or in Europe; and what is very extraordinary, the moft learned and curious 
in the Oriental le;guages have been baffled in every attempt made to learn their mean- 
ing : — like the hieroglyphics of Egypt, they remain buried in an impenetrable myftery. 
Mr. Niebuhr has given all thefe infcriptions in his fecond volume, moft elegantly and 
accurately copied, which may poflibly aflift the curious in their attempts to elucidate 
them, It is one of the mott confiderable difficulties to folve when and by whom this 
palace was originally built. ‘The Grecian hiftorians have given very imperfect and 
dubious accounts of it, and the Perfians no lefs fo. By the prefent natives, the place is cal- 
ted Tukht Gemfheed, or the throne of King Gemfheed; who they affirm built it between 
three and four thoufand years ago: he is alfo exprelsly mentioned as having erected 
the Chehul Minar, or hal] of forty pillars. _ It is related, in Grecian hiftory, that Alex- 
ander the Great fet fire to and deftroyed this rich and fplendid palace, inftigated to it 
in a fit of debauchery by the celebrated courtefan Thais. This circumftance, although 
it has the fanction of hiftory, if one reflects upon the appearance of what ftill remains 
of thefe ruins, any perfon on viewing them would fuppofe fuch an event impoffible to 
have taken place ; as, in their -prefent ftate, all the fire that could be applied would 
not make the {malleft impreffion on thofe huge maffes of ftone, equal in goint of dura- 
bility and hardnefs to the folid rock ; and of ‘fuch are the materials of the whole 
building. hefe fentiments arofe to me whilft on the fpot, and my opinion was 
ftrengthened by the fulleft acquiefcence of Mr. Jones, who thought, like myfelf, it was 
abfurd to give credit to the idea of its having been burnt by Alexander. 

Having met with a fhort account of the building of this palace, in a Perfan manu- 
feript, being part of a work called Roufut al Sefa, or the Garden of Purity, I fhalt 
here take the liberty of inferting a tranflation. 

« Jr is related by hiftorians, that King Gemfheed removed the feat of government, 
which was formerly in the province of Sejeftaun, to Fars; and that in the neighbour- 
hood of Shirauz, having taken in a fpot of ground, of twelve furfengs in length (48 
Englifh miles), he there erected fuch a palace, that in the feven kingdoms of the 
world there was nothing could equal it. The remains of that palace, and many of the 
pillars on it, are vilible to this day ; and he caufed the palace to be called Chehul 
Minar, or Forty Pillars. Moreover, when the fun, quitting the fign Pifces, in the 
heavens, had entered Aries, Gemfheed having affembled all the princes, nobles, ana 
great men of his empire, at the foot of his imperial throne, did on that day inftitute a 
grand and folemn feftival; and this day from henceforth was called the Noo Roze, or nrft 
day of the new year (when the foundation of Perfepolis was laid), at which period he 
commanded, from all parts of the empire, the attendance of the peafants, hufbandmen, 

foldiery, 
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foldiery, and others, in order to profecute the defign ; requefting that all, with joyful 
hearts and willing hands, fhould lend their affiftance in completing this work. © This 
numerous aflembly obeyed the command of their monarch, and the building was 
finithed with all figns of mirth and feftivity.” 

It is further obferved, in the Jehan Ara, a book of Perfian chronology, that Queen 
Lomaie, who flourifhed about 800 years after Gemtheed, added a thoufand columns 
more to this palace. — Such are the Perfian accounts, which are believed by the prefent 
natives to be true ones; but I fhould prefume, that until the ancient characters on the 
he can be decyphered, no account of this place, either Grecian, or Perfian, or any, 
other, can be depended upon as genuine or authentic, as they are unqueflionably of an 
antiquity far beyond the records of any language now known in the world, 

It is to be remarked, that in the figures throughout the whole of the palace, the 

rules of art are not attended to ; the mufcles of the figures are wanting, yet the drapery 
is fincly done, and the proportions in general are well kept up, though the contour is 
only obferved, which givesa famenefs to the whole. Sir John Chardin obferves, that 
he thinks it is evident, whoever was the architect of this celebrated palace, was ignorant 
of Grecian and Roman archite€ture ; and fuppofes that the defects already mentioned 
were occafioned by his being obliged to finifh the work in a hurry, and by that means 
the figures were left in the imperfect ftate we find them at prefent. But Mr. Jones 
obferved to me that he rather fuppofed it to have been the we plus ultra of thofe days ; 
and remarked allo, that the ornaments he had obferved in Sadick Khan’s palace at 
Shirauz, were in the fame {tyle as thofe of Perfepolis, and that the architecture of the 
prefent Perfians was fimilar to that of ancient times ;_ an obfervation by no means un- 
worthy of attention. With refpe& to the figures on the ftair-cafe, I have before 
obferved, that the variety of animals which appear, the camels, led horfes, the rams, 
the triumphal car, and the men with veffels in their hands, all give room to fuppofe 
the pomp of a proceflion is meant to be reprefented ; and I think the pofition may be 
corroborated by fome part of the tranflation before inferted. 

The materials of which the palace is compofed, are chiefly hard blue ftone; but the 
doors and yindows of the apartments are all of black marble, and {o beautifully 
polifhed as to refle& an obje& like a mirror. One of the principal things worthy of 
admiration, is the immenfe ftrength of the foundation. The whole of the palace takes 
in a circumference of 1400 fquare yards : — its front is 600 paces from north to fouth, 
and 390 from eaft to welt. Being built at the foot of a mountain, a great deal of it 
has been fmoothed with infinite labour, to make the ftones lie even. ‘The height 
of the foundation, in front, is in feveral parts from forty to fifty feet, and confitts of two 
immenfe ftones laid together: the fides are not fo high, and more unequal, owing to 
the vaft quantity of fand which has fallen from the mountain. It is much to be feared, 
that in the courle of a few centuries, the earthquakes may totally deftroy the columns 
and remaining apartments; but whatever may be their fate, the foundation muft 
endure until the rock itfelf, on which it is built, fhall ceafe to exift. 

1 fhall conclude with a few obfervations on the Hall of Pillars. : 

This hall appears to have been detached from the reft cf the palace, and to have had 
a communication with the other parts by hollow galleries of ftone. By the pedeftals 
of the pillars, which I counted very exadtly, the hall feems originally to have confifted 
of nine diftin& rows of columns, each containing fix ; making confequently, in all, fifty~ 
four. The fifteen that remain, are from feventy to eighty feet in height; the diameter 
at the bafe is twelve feet, and the diflance between each column twenty-two. By the 
pofition of the front pillars, the hall appears to have been open towards the plain ; 
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but four of the pillars, facing the mountain, and which are at fome diftance fromy the 
reft, feem to-have been intended for a portico, or entrance from the ealt ; they are alfo 
of a different ftyle of architeture. The materials of the columns are a mixed fort of 
red ftone, granular. ; 

The hall, fituated on an eminence, and commanding an extenfive view of the plain of 
Merdafht, is ftrikingly grand, and conveys to the beholder the idea of an hall of au- 
dience of a powerful and warlike monarch. 

On Monday afternoon, the fecond of September, Mr. Jones and myfelf fet off to vifit 
the tomb of the celebrated Perfian hero, Roftum (called by the natives Nukthee Rof- 
tum). It is fituated three miles and a half to the north-eaft of Perfepolis: the place 
confifts of four diftin& chambers, excavated high in the rock. The devices, in the 
upper parts, are exactly the fame as thofe of Perfepolis, reprefenting the myftic figure, 
with the altar of fire and the fun. Underneath the fculpture of the fecond chamber, is 
a gigantic figure on horfeback, cut'in ftone, and very perfect ; he is completely armed 
and accoutred, and drefled fomething after the Roman fafhion. On his helmet is a 
globe ; two figures are before him, the one kneeling down in a fupplicating pofture, 
and the others in the aét of taking hold of the horfeman’s hand, as if to mitigate his 
wrath; the horfeman is looking fternly upon the figures, and the hand at liberty is 
applied to the hilt of his fword. On one fide of the figure is an infcription in ancient 
charaéters but different from thofe on the walls of Perfepolis. Several attendants are 
in waiting behind the equeftrian figure, all of them as large as life ; but the proportions 
are not at all adhcred to in the firft fculpture, the man being twice the fize of the horfe 
on which he rides. 

A little to the northward is another reprefentation. At the foot of the rock there 
are two figures completely armed; one of them is in the action of letting go a ring, 
which the other grafps. The figure to the right has a globe on his helmet, and a 
large battle-axe in his hand: that to the left has a domeftic behind him, holding an 
umbrella. Under their horfes feet are two human heads; and a little on one fide 
appear the heads of feveral figures, attendants; moft of them have a broad fillet 
encircling their temples, and a profufion of hair flowing loofe. Sir John Chardin 
fuppofes, that this may be intended to reprefent the aétion of Alexander the Great, 
receiving the fubmiflion of the Perfian monarch Darius; but as we are informed by 
Grecian hiftory, that Darius never faw Alexander, being murdered in his flight thortly 
after the lofs of the battle of Arbela, by his fervant Beffus, fo I fhould imagine the Per- 
fians themfelves would hardly have taken fuch pains to render the difhonour and ruin 
of their lawful king fo permanent and known to the lateft pofterity, in order to praife 
ene who had utterly overturned their religion and their laws. Moreover, the work itfelf 
bears not the leaft trace of having been the produétion of any Grecian artifts, as the 
Greeks at that period were arrived at the higheft perfection in the arts and feiences ; 
and had fuch a thing been done during the time of Alexander, he would moft certainly 
have made ufe of one of the maay celebrated artifts who followed him into Afia; but 
thefe figures are difproportionate, and executed in a rude manner. To hazard a fup- 
pofition of my own, I fhould rather conceive the above device was of a date prior to 
the Grecian conquefts of Perfia, and that it was intended to reprefent fome remarkable 
action in the life of the hero Roftum (from whom the whole of the place takes its 
name), and that it was cut to perpetuate the memory of it. 

Near the foot of the rock is a fquare building of blue ftone, twenty feet in height, 
by eight in breadth. This place has feveral windows ; the infide is empty, and there 


wa lie 
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Roftum was interred in this {pot ; but many travellers have fuppofed it to have been the 
tomb of Darius Hyftafpes, from a paflage of Herodotus; the Grecian hiftorian, 
amongft whom Sir John Chardin and Mr. Le Brune are both of the latter opinion. 

Ina part of the rock, to the eaftward, is a fculpture of a figure on horfeback, the face 
of which has been much mutilated, and is fcarcely vifible; enough, however, remains 
to perceive that the figure is that of a man — he has long flowing hair, and has a pro- 
jection, refembling a horn, on the left fide of his forehead. The natives call this figure — 
Ikunder Zu Al Kerneen, or Alexander Lord of the Horns, that is, of an empire 
extending from eaft to weft; and they affirm, that it is pofitively intended for Alex- 
ander the Great. Horns, we know, were confidered by the ancients as emblems and 
fymbols of power and majefty, and from this we may conclude, without a contrariety to 
reafon, that'the Perfian idea of this figure is a juft one ; as Alexander is always defcribed 
by the Grecian hiftorians, having a horn on his forehead, or rather a particular lock 
of hair, refembling one; and it is alfo obferved on the coins and medals of that prince, 
which are ftill to be feen in the cabinets of the curious. Behind the figure on horfe- 
back are feveral others; they are in armour, on foot, and feemingly attendants 
on him. 

Having ftaid a fhort time at Nukfhee Roftum, we returned to Shirauz, Sep- 
tember 4th. 


Original caufe of the Moburrum.] The firft ten days of the month Mohurrum 
(being the firft of the Mahomedan year) are obferved throughout Perfia as a folemn 
mourning ; it is called by the natives Deha, or a fpace of ten days, During this period 
the Perfians, and all the followers of Ali, lament the death of Imaum Fioffein, the 
fecond fon of that prophet, who was flain in the war againft Yezzeed, the fon of 
Moaweia, Caliph of the Muffulmans. ‘This event happened at a ay called Kerbelaié, 
which in Perfian implies grief and misfortune. It is fituated in Eerack Arabi, the an- 
cient Mefepotamia, between the cities of Cuffa and Medeena. The particulars of the 
ftory are as follow : 

On the‘death of Caliph Ali, who was affaflinated at Cuffa, Moaweia, of the houfe of 
Ommia, fucceeded to the caliphat, which he had difputed with Ali during his lifetime. 
Moaweia, dying fhortly after, was fucceeded by his eldeft fon Yezzeed. In the inter- 
val, the jfhabitants of Cufa [anno Hijera 60. ] had fent a folemn embafly to Hoffein at 
Medeena, requefting him to come and take poffeffion of the government, giving 
affurance of their faithful fupport.” Upon this affurance, Hoffein determined to fet for- 
wards, at the fame time taking with him the whole of his family (excepting his youngelt 
daughter, who was at that time fick). He began his march to Cuia on the 8th of 
Zulhuj, accompanied by a confiderable body of troops: intelligence of this being carried 
to the Caliph Yezzeed, who was then at Damafcus, he fent orders to Obeidollah, the . 
governor of Cufa, to affemble an army and to crufh.the rifing rebellion, by cutting off 
Hoffein and his followers. Obeidollah, in obedience to‘the command of his matter, 
fent his deputy Ibn Said, with ten thoufand men, giving him exprefs orders to intercept 
Hoffein in his route. The army in confequence began their march ; and Obeidollah, 
yemaining in the city, took care, by feizing the heads of the faction, entirely to quell 
the. infurre€tion ; by which means, the Cufians perceiving the fituation of affairs, re. 
gardlefs of the oaths and promifes they had made, treacheroufly left the unhappy and 
deluded Prince to his fate ; for which behaviour they are curfed by the Perfians and all 
the followers of Ali to this:day. Hoffein with his army had not advanced.far, before 
intelligence was brought Bifm that the enemy had taken their ftation between him and 
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the river Enphrates, which lay in his intended route, by means of which he was en- 
tirely cut off from the water ; an event of the moft diftreffing nature, in the fultry © 
climate of Mefopotamia, where, from the violence of the heat, the weary traveller; even 
when fupplied with water, can fcarcely exift., Deprived of that neceffary article, how 
trying muft the fituation be! Indeed this circumftance was the primary caufe of all 
the misfortunes which befel him :— his men, difheartened at the idea of perifhing with: 
thirft, forfook him in great numbers, deferting fo very faft that in a few days his whole 
force was reduced to the inconfiderable number of feventy-two perfons, among whom 
were feveral of his own kindred, particularly his brother A bbas Ali, his nephew Cafim, the 
fon of his brother Haflan, his own fon Zein al Abudeén, a youth of twelve years of 
age, and his two infant children, Akbar and Afkur; of the femiales, were his daughter 
Sekeena, his fifter Zeineb, and his aunt Koolform. In this fituation continual {kir- 
mifhes and diftreffes thickening upon him were finally terminated on the 10th of Mo- 
hurrum, when Ibn Saad advancing with his whole force, furrounded his little troop, 
and they were cut to pieces, after fighting moft defperately. Afker, Hoffein’s infant 
fon, was killed by arrows in his father’s lap ; and Hoffein himfelf, at length exhauftéd 
wich fatigue, and fainting under a multitude of wounds, fell. His head was immediately 
cut off, and the enemy’s troops then rufhing into the tent, began a general plunder, and 
‘ took prifoners the remaining fon of Hoffein, who was fick in bed, together with the 
females “of the family already mentioned ; bereaving them at the fame time of their 
ornaments and jewels, and treating them in a moft infulting manner. A few days 
after, they were all conveyed to Damafcus, with the head of Hoffein, to be ‘pre. 
fented to the Caliph Yezzeed. oy 

The tradition goes, that at this perigd an ambaffador from one of the European flatts 
happened to refide at the Caliph’s court, who, on the arrival of the prifoners, was 
ftruck with compaffion at the miferable appeafance they made, and afked Yezzeed who 
they were ; the Caliph replied, that they were of the family of the prophet Mahomed, 
and that the head: was the head of Hoffein the fon of Ali, whom he had caufed to be put 
to death for his rebellion ; whereupon the ambaffador rofe up and reviled the Caliph 
very bitterly for thus treating the family of his own prophet. ‘The haughty Yezzeed, 
enraged at the affront, ordered 'the ambaffador to go himfelf and bring him the head of 
Zein al Abudeen, on pain of immediate death; this, however, thie ambaffador flatly re- | 
fufed; and, as the Perfians believe, embracing the head of Hoffein, turned Muffulman ; 
on which he was immediately put to death by the command of Yezzeed. 

All thefe various events are reprefented by the Perfians during the firft.ten years of 
Mohurrum. On the 27th of the preceding month of Zulhuj, they erect the mumbirs 
on the pulpits in the mofques, the infides of which are on this occafion lined with 
black cloth. On the 1ft of Mohurrum, the Akhunds, and Peifh Numazzs (or Maho- 

‘ medan priefts) mount the pulpits, and begin what is denominated by the Perfians, 
al wakia, or a recital pf the life and aétions of Ali, and his fons Huffun and Hoffein ; 
defcribing at the fame time the circumftances attending the melancholy fate of the 
Imaum Hoffein : the recital is made in a flow folemn tone of voice, and is really affeCting 
to hear, being written with all the patlietic elegance the Perfian language is capable of 
exprefling. At intervals the people ftrike their breafts with violence, weeping bitterly 
at thé fame time, and exclaiming, ah Hoffein ! ah Hoffein! Heif az Hoffein! Alas for 
Hoffein | —- Other parts of the wakaa are in verfe, which are fung in cadence to a dole- 
fultune. Each day fome particular aCtion of the ftory is réprefented by people felected 
for the purpofe of perfonating thofe concerned in it; effigies:alfo are brought out, and 
carried in proceflion through the different neighbourhoods? among thefe they have 
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one reprefenting the river Euphrates, which they call Abi Ferat, Troops of boys 
and young men, fome perfonating the foldiers of Ibn Saad, others thofe of Hoffein 
and his company, run about the ftreets, beating and ikirmifhing with each other, 
and each have their refpe@tive banners and enfigns of diftin@tion. Another pageant 
reprefents the Caliph Yezzeed feated on a magnificent throne, furrounded by guards ; 
and by his fide is placed the European ambaflador before mentioned. . 
Among the moft affecting reprefentations is the marriage of young CaAfim, thé fon 
of Huffun, and nephew of Heflein, with his daughter ; but this was never confummated, 
as Cafim was killed in a fkirmifh on the banks of the Euphrates, on the ath of 
Mohurrum. On this occafion, a boy reprefents the bride, decorated in her wedding 
garments, and attended by the females of the family chanting a mournful elegy, in 
which is related the circumftances of her betrothed hufband being cut off by infidels— 
(for fuch is the term by which the Sheias fpeak of the Sunnies). ‘The parting between 
her and her hufband is alfo reprefented, when on his going to the field fhe takes an 
affectionate leave of him ; and, on his quitting her, prefents him with a burial veft, 
which fhe puts round his neck : at this fight the people break out into the moft paffionate 
exclamations of grief and diftrefs, and execrate the moft bitter curfes upon Yezzeed, 
and all thofe’ who had any concern in deftroying the family of their Imaum. ; 
The facred pigeons, which are affirmed by the Perfians to have carried the news 
of Hoffein’s death from Kerbelai to Medeena (having firft dipped their beaks in his 
blood as a confirmation) are alfo brought forth on this occafion. The horfés on 
which Hoffein and his brother Abbas are fuppofed to have rode, are fhewn to the people, 
painted as. covered with wounds, and {tuck full of arrows. ' : 
During thefe various proceffions much injury is often fuftained, as the Perfians are 
all frantic even to enthufiafin, and they believe uniformly that the fouls of thofe flain 
during the Mohurrum will infallibly ge that inftant into Paradife ; this, added to their 
frenzy, which for the time it lafts is fuch as I never faw exceeded by any people, makes 
them defpife and even court death. any there are who inflict voluntary wounds on 
themfelves, and fome who almoft entirely abftain from water during thefe ten days, 
in memory of, and as a fufferance for, what their Imaum fuffered from the want of 
that article ; and all people abftain from the bath. and even from changing their cloaths 
during the continuance of the Mohurrum. On the roth day, the coffins of thofe 
flain in the battle are brought forth, ftained with blood, on which fcimitars and turbans, 
adorned with herons’ feathers, are laid : ~thefe are folemnly interred, after which 
the priefts again mount the pulpits and read the wakaa. ‘The whole is concluded with 
curfes and imprecations on the Caliph Yezzeed. ve 
The Perftans affirm this to be a martyrdom, and throughout the whole of the recital 
Hoffein is diftinguithed by the appellation of Sheheed, or the martyr. They add, 
that he alfo knew of, and voluntarily fuffered it as an expiation for the fins of all who 
believe in Ali, and confequently that all who lament the death. of their Imaum, hall 
find favour at the day of judgment: they further affert, that if Hoffein had thought 
proper to make ufe of the powers of his Imaumfhip, the whole world could not have 
hurt him, but that he chofe to fuffer a voluntary death, that his followers might reap 
the benefit of it in a future ftate: whence arifes the belief among the Perfians, that 
at the.day of judgment Fatima, the wife of Ali, and mother of the two Imaums 
Huffun and Hoffein, will prefent herfelf before the throne of God, with the fevered 
head of Hoffein in one hand, and the heart of Huffun (who was poifoned) in ‘the other, 
demanding abfolution in their name for the fins of the followers of Ali; and they 
doubt not but God will grant their requeft. — I had thefe particulars from a religious 
a zi = Porfan_ 
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Perfian, and as they are not generally known to Europeans, J have taken the liberty of 
inferting them. ; Set 
The death of the Imaum Huffun (who was poifoned by Ayéfha the widow of 
Mahomed at Madeena) is lamented by the followers of Ali on the 28th of the’month 
Sefr, being the day which he died, but it is nct kept with fo great folemnity as thofe 
of Mohurrum ; although Huffun is mentioned during that period. Many perfons have 
confounded thefe together, and erroneoufly fuppofe the Deba of Mohurrum to be 
equally for both ; but I was particularly inquifitive on this head, and was affured 

by feveral perfons that the diftinétion between the two was very confiderable. 

Return from Shirauz.] On the 11th of October 1787, I fet off from Shirauz on 
my return to India: as I came down by the fame route as I went, I fhall only mention 
the different flages,’ with a few flight obfevations, which by reafon of my illnefs, I was 
before unablé to attend to.—12th and 13th, paffed the villages of Khoon Zineoon, 
and Defterjun. 14th, We arrived at Kazeroon. 

Kazeroon.] Yazeroon, by its remains, appears formerly to have been a city of 
confiderable note, and in fize little inferior to Shirauz ; it is fituated in the centre of 
an extenfive plain, furrounded ‘by high mountains ; there is a fine lake, about four 
miles eaft of the city. In the vicinity of Kazeroon, great quantities of opium are 
produced, but the Perfians do not make this very valuable commodity an artiele of 
trade; Lfhould imagine they did in former times, as the opium of Kazeroon is much 
fpoken of in the Eaft. The city, éxcepting a mofque, and the governor’s palace and 
gardens, has nothing remarkable in it. 

rsth, 16, and 17th, We remained at Kazeroon.—18th, We arrived at Comarige.— 
As I have not before particularly defcribed the mode of travelling in Perfia, it may, 
perhaps be acceptable in this place. : ; : 

Mode of travelling in Perfia.] A cafila is compofed of camels, horfes, and mules, 
the whole of which are under the direCtion of a cheharwa dar or mafter. It is to 
him’the price of a mule or camel is paid, and he ftipulates with the traveller to feed 
and‘take ‘care of the beaft during the journey; he has under him feveral inferior 
fervants, who help to unload ‘the beafts of burden, take them to water, and attend 
them during forage. The cafila, whilft on the journey, keeps as clofe as poffible, 
and on its arrival at the Munzil Gah, or place of encampment for the day, each load 
is depofited on a particular fpot, marked out by the mafter, to which the merchant 
who owns the goods repairs; his baggage forms a crefcent ; in the centre are placed 
the bedding and provifions ; a rope or Jine made of hair is then drawn round the whole, 
at the diftance of about three yards each way, which ferves to diftinguifh the feparate 
encampments. During the night, the beafts are all brought to their ftations, oppofite 
to the goods they are to carry in the morning, and are made faft to the hair rope 
aforementioned. “At the hour of moving, which is generally between three and four 
in the morning, they load the mules and camels. In doing this, the paflengers are 
awakened by the jingling of the bells tied round the necks of the beafts, in order to 
prevent their ftraggling during the march. A paflage from Hafiz may probably be 
not unacceptable to the reader, in this place, as it ferves to illuftrate the cuftom above 
defcribed. 


Uo plas? Sais ep 3 See she 8 un ze 


* The bell proclaims aloud, bind on your burdens [”* Onzs of Hariz, 
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advance, and. the whole moves off in regular fucceffion, in the. fame order as’ the 
preceding day...” . Me ee? ee wks ‘ ae 
"19th, gothyert, and 22d, we paffed the villages of Khifht, Dowlakie, Berazgoon; - 
afid Chekaduk.— On the 23d, we arrived at Abu Shehr, where I-met with a moft 
polite and'hofpitable reception from Mr. Charles Watkins, the Company’s*Réfident 
at that place. ’ : we WERE hg 
On the 22d of December I embarked on board the Scorpion cruizer, Captain Jervis; 
for Buffora, who very politely made me the offer of a paflage.——24th, in the evening} 
pafled the Buffora Bar, and on the 28th came to anchor oppofite the.town. : 
. Buffora.] The city of Buffora is fituated at the extremity of the Perfian Gulph, 
in latitude 31° 30 north, on the banks of a freth water river, called the Shat-ak Arab, 
which is a branch of the Euphrates ; that river uniting with it about fifty miles to ‘the .. 
north-weft of Buffora. The city is a very large one, but indifferently’ fortified ¢ a mud 
wall encircles the town, having baftions and turrets alfo of mud 3 it had formerly: 
a wet fofle, this is now dried up in many, parts. Buffora, notwithftanding thefe 
difadvantages, held’ out upwards of eight months when befieged by the Perfians in 
"1777 5 it was evacuated at the end of the enfuing year, occafioned by the death of 
_Kerim Khan, Vakeel of Perfia. Although the great defart extends to the very walls 
of the city, the banks of the river on each fide are exceedingly fertile and pleafant'> 
they produce corn, pulfe, rice, and feveral European fruits : but that which moft add¢ 
both to the pleafant fituation and profit of the place, is the date tree 3 by the cultivation 
and produce of this tree, a confiderable revenue arifes to the Turkith government. 
‘The vicinity of Buffora abounds in game, particularly hares, partridges, ang the wild - 
hog, whofe. fleth is of a delicious flavour. The modern Buffora is fourteen’ days 
journey (by couriers) from Aleppo. There isa very grand mofque -in Buffora, ‘and 
alfo a convent of Italian miffionaries. The city is at prefent under the goverment 
of the Turks, and the refidence of a Muffillem, appointed by the Batha of Bagdad, 
under whom he aéts, : 


The. following are the particulars of a revolution that took place about eight’ 
months.ago, vO Pad 

Revolution at Bufora.| In the middle of April 1787, Sheick Twiny, 
Arabian chief of the tribe of Montifeeks (whofe country is fituated to the éaftward: 
of Buflora on the Grand Defert),’ arrived at the village of Zubeer, on his return from 
an expedition he had undertaken againft his enemies ;-in which he was fuccefsful ; 
the Muffellem, or Turkith governor, came out from the city to meet and congratulate 
him on.the occafion. ; ; 

The Sheick of the Montifeeks had long had it in his mind to obtain poffeffion of 
Buffora, which he laid claim to, and confidered as the right of his family ; deeming’ 
the prefent, therefore, a more favourable opportunity, he, without further ceremony, : 
made the Turkifh governor, and thofe who accompanied him, prifoners, which was 
-effe€ted without bloodfhed, and before the Turks could entertain the leaft fufpicion’ 
of his intentions. The following day the Sheick fent into the city a body of fifteen’ 
hundred. Arabs, who took poffeffion of the ferai, or governor’s palace, and: eve 
thing, without oppofition, there being but few Turks in the place, and not more than’ 
two hundred. troops in all. The place was preferved in its ufual order, and thé. . 

roperty of individuals remained fafe. On the third day the Shieck: ‘T'winy made: 
is.own ehtry, accompanied by the remainder of his army, being about five thoufand 
men... "The Arab government immediately commenced. . pe. 


an independént 


The 
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The commanders. of the Turkifh ‘fhips in the -river were depofed, and Arabians 
appointed. in their room ; and. fhortly after, the Muffellem, with the council, the. 
Dufter daf, or treafurer, ahd the principal officers under the Durkith government, wére 
embarked on board. fhip, and failed for India. ~ oa 

Thefe.fteps being taken, the Sheick began to prepare himfelf for the confequéndes 
that might enfue, and firft he wrote letters to Conftantinople, excufing what he had 
done, by alleging and endeavouring to prove, that Buffora had originally belonged ‘to 
his own proper anceftors, and that, as a free and independent chief of a tribe, he had 
undoubted right to obtain what was his due. But he further obferved, that in order 
the Porte might perceive how anxious he was to fettle matters amicably, and if poffible 
procure peace, he had on this occafion forborne the victor’s right, and had hitherto 

. held untouched both the perfons as well as the property of individuals whom the laws 
of war gave him a power.over ; that order and juftice were as rightfully adminiftered: 
as before. .He finally concluded his letters with profeffions of allegiance to the Porte, - 
on condition. of his being nominated to.the Bafhalick of Bagdad and Buffora 
united in one, and hoped the Sultaun would lend a favourable ear to a requelt fo 
juftly made. ; in 

Thefe letters he difpatched to Conftantinople, and at the fame time providing. for 
the worft that might occur, he augmented his army; after which, affembling. the 
Jews, Armenians, and other merchants of Buffora, he requefted from them the fum 
of fix thoufand tomans asa loan, for which he informed them a bond fhould be given. 
The merchants, though averfe to a propofal fo extraordinary in its. nature, from the 
poffeffor of Buffora, yet had no other refource than compliance left them: and it was. 
fome confolation to them, to reflect, that the Sheick had given them hopes of re-pay+ 
ment at a future period ; and to do him juftice, there was every probable reafon'to 
fuppofe, in cafe of fuccefs, he would have done fo. The fum propofed was raiféd, 
and the bonds delivered. Shortly after, Sheick Twiny quitted the city, and marched, 

"his army to the village of Naranta, on the banks of the Euphrates, in thé dire road: 
to Bagdad, where-he encamped and refolved to await the coming of the Bafha, and rifk 
his fortune on the iffue of a pitched battle. Be ot 

It will now be neceffary to obferve,. that at the furprifing of Buffora, before men- 
tioned, the eldeft brother of Sheick Twiny had deferted his camp, and fled to Soliman, 
the Bafha of Bagdad, claiming his protection, This perfon whofe name is Sheick . 
Ahumud (for chiefs of familie’ amongft the Arabs have always the appellative of ° 
Sheick), had been fet afide from the fucceffion at the death of their father, which ever 
after gave him a difguft towards his brother, and he eagerly longed for an opportunity: 
to emancipate himfelf, and acquire a party of his own. his was offered him on the 
prefent occafion ; he was received by the Bafha with open arms, and the ftrongeft _ 
affurances of fupport and protection were given him. 

Soliman, on receiving intelligence of the revolution, affembled his army ; and the 
more to ftrengthen his party, he refolved to feek the alliance of an Arabian tribe bor 
dering on Buffora to the fouth-weft. This tribe (whofe chief is called Sheick Chaubi), 
from their vicinity to the city, have it in their power to become either very ufeful or 
very troublefome. neighbours, their country extending along the banks of the river 

_ below the town, and. they alfo poffefling’ a confiderable fleet of armed gallivats. To 
this tribe Sheick Twiny had previoufly. made an offer of alliance; but they demanding 
what he thought too much, as the reward of friendfhip at this critical junture, ‘he un- 
wifely relinquithed the idea, which his more politic adverfary the Bafhatook advantage. 
of, and a treaty of alliance and friendfhip was fettled between them. The Batha, e 

; 13 this 


278 PRANCKLIN’s TOUR FROM BENGAL TO PERSIA, 


this occafion, was liberal in the donation of two diftri€ts of land, which he granted to 
the Chaubi, : 

During the interval of thofe preparations, the letters fent by Twiny had arrived at 
the Porte: they remained unanfwered to him, but a pofitive order was difpatched to 
the Bafha of Bagdad to fend the head of Twiny to Conftantinople, the Porte making 
no other obfervation on the matter, but difdaining to treat with the chief. of a petty 
Arabian tribe. 

The Bafha, being now fully prepared, fet forward in the beginning of O@ober 1487. 
On the 23d inftant, he came up with the Arabs, and on the 2 5th the Turks gained a 
complete vitory over the Sheick and his adherents. The aétion was fone on the 
banks of the Euphrates ; the confli& was bloody, and for fome time doubtful, but at 
length the Arabs giving way, a total rout enfued, and Sheick Twiny was obliged to 
fly from the field of battle, attended by a few followers. 

Buffora, by this vitory, once more fell into the hands of the Turks, and the re. 
eftablifhment of the Turkith government became the neceflary confequence.. Though 
every thing at prefent is quiet, and the troubles are terminated, yet the trade of the 
place has fuffered greatly thereby, and it will take fome time to reftore it. 

' The unfortunate merchants, on this occafion, befides lofing what they had lent to 
Sheick Twiny, were obliged to deprecate the anger of the Bafha by a new fine, who 
alfo gave orders for double duties to be exacted on all goods for that year ; and this, 
as the Sheick had before received the like, fell very heavy upon them. The Batha, 
after eftablifhing a new Muffellem, returned to Bagdad. Sheick ‘Twiny has lately fent 
fubmiffive letters ; but the Bafha has confirmed Sheick Ahumud in the chieffhip of 
the Montifeeks, and is refolved to maintain him in it. — Buffora, Feb. aft, 1788. 


a 
On the 12th of February 1788, I embarked on ‘board the brig Futta Illahi, Captain 
Nimmo, on my return to India. I cannot, however, quit the Perfian Gulph, with. 
out making my acknowledgments to Meffrs. Manefty and Jones, of the Buflora 
factory, who did every thing in their power to render my fhort ftay with them agree- 
able. After touching at Mufcat, Cocheen, and Mafulipatnam, on the 22d of April we 
arrived in Ballafore roads; and on the 25th anchored off Calcutta after an abfence of 

two years and two months. : 


Forfan et hac olim meminiffe juvabit 
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On the sth November 1783, in an open well-cultivated plain, fix furfungs, where, 
halting for a few hours, the kafilah proceeded two and a half furfungs further, to 
Kandahar. This city, comprized within an ordinary fortification of about three miles 
in circumference, and of a {quare form, is populous and flourifhing ; and lying in the 
great road which connetts India with Perfia and Tartary, has been long a dif- 
tinguifhed mart. : 

At Kandahar are eftablifhed many Hindoo families, chiefly of Moultan and the Raje- 
poot diftriéts, who, by their induftry and mercantile knowledge, have effentially aug. 
mented its trade and wealth. The Turcoman merchants of Bochara and Samarcand 
alfo frequent this mart, whence they tranfport into their own country a confiderable 
quantity of indigo, with which commodity Kandahar is annually fupplied from various 
parts of Upper India. This city is more abundantly fupplied with provifions, and at a 
cheaper rate than any place I have feen on the weft fide of the Indus, The grapesand 
melons of numerous kinds are peculiarly high flavoured, and are comparable with the 
firft fruits of Europe. The extenfive range of fhops occupied by Hindoo traders, 
with the eafe and contentment expreffed in their deportment, affords.a fair teftimony of 
their enjoying at Kandahar liberty and protection. 

A fon of ‘Timur Shah governs the city, with a tra€t of dependent territory, which 
produces, it is faid, a revenue of eighteen lacks of rupees; and it may be juftly con- 
cluded, from the appearance of all claffes of people, that this colleCtion is made without 
any extraordinary rigour. The environs of Kandahar occupy an extenfive plain, covered 
with fruit gardens and cultivation, which are interfeCted with numerous ftreams of fo 
excellent a quality as to become proverbial ; and the climate is happily tempered, be- 
tween the heats of India and the cold of Ghizni. ; 

It is generally f{uppofed in Europe that Kandahar ftands in a country of mountains, and 
we {peak of the lofty paffes of Kandahar, as a point not lefs clearly afcertained than the 
exiftence of the Alps. Permit me to reétify this popular error, which, like many of a 
fimilar texture, has made mountains of mole-hills, and acquaint you, that the ae of 
the country furrounding the new city of Kandahar forms an extenfive plain, which as 
it approaches the fite of the old fortrefs, becomes interfperfed with hills; but they 
are of a moderate height ; nor do they form any barrier of difficult accefs, or deep 
extent. 

On leaving Kabul, Bagdafir, my Georgian hoft, had given me introductory letters to 
two Turkifh refidents of Kandahar ; the one kept a {mall fhop in the bazar, the other, 
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Aga Ahmed, had a warehoufe of fome note in the karavanfera. This perfon received 
me in a courteous manner, and though then in the chara¢ter of a Chriftian, I did not 
experience any of that haughtinefs of manner, with which Mahometans ufually regard 
thofe of our faith, He even dire€ted his countryman, the fhopkeeper, to provide the 
sneceffaries for my journey, and to carefully guard againft any fraud. 

The immediate departure of a kafilah, and the faft approach of winter, when the road 
to Perfia is impaffable, determined me to proceed to Herat ; ‘though I wifhed much for 
a few days’ refidence at Kandahar. Aga Ahmed made an agreement with the kafilah 
bafhi * for my paflage, and alfo that J fhould be furnifhed with an attendant : this bene. 
volent Turk did not formally recommend me to the director’s care, but enjoined him, 
on the forfeiture of his favour, to fhew mea particular kindnefs, which was only to be 
teftified by producing my written affurance. . Could I have found a fit affociate to divide 
the cares of houfe-keeping. I would have remained at Kandahar during the winter, as 
I ftill felt the effeéts of the late ficknefs, and feared a relapfe from the fatigue of travel. 
ling ; but the predicament in which I ftood wholly precluded any domeftic conneétion 
with the Mahometans ; and that of fonte {tray Armenians, whom I found there, did not 
feem eligible. 

The road from Ghizni to Kandahar, according to my grofs obfervations, tends to the 
fouth-weft ; and the country has generally a barren afpeét, with a f{canty fupply of wood 
and water. ‘The buildings, from a fearcity of timber, are conftruéted, as in the Kabul 
diftriéts, of fun-burnt bricks, and covered with a flat arched roof of the like materials. 

On the 8th of November left Kandahar, and proceeded to Koby, three furfungs, a 
fmall village furrounded by a fertile plain. At the diftance of two or three miles to the 
northward of Kandahar, is feen, on the left, the remains of the old fortification, ftandin 
on the fummit of a rocky hill of a moderate height, but abrupt elevation. The road 
at this place tends over a ftony afcent of eafy accefs, fkirted on each fide with {cattered 
hills and wide intervals of level land. . It is the form of this part of Afghaniftan, which 
has given rife, I apprehend, to’ the European belief of the mountains and paffes of 
Kandahar. ; 

On the oth, at Aufkuckana, three furfungs, a fmall village ona thinly cultivated 
plain. Our flow progrefs was occafioned by the Kafilah bathi remaining at the city to 
adjuft fome bufinefs ; he had, however, wholly negleéted mine, for not a perfon; when 
my feé& was known, would even touch my garment. 

My ill fortune on the fcore of an affociate, which feemed to purfue me with an invete- 
rate rigour, had now given me, in the place of the fcolding aurfe and crying child, a 
theological and very clamorous difputant. This bewildered man, unhappily for himfelf, 
and for his neighbours, had conned over fome of thofe books of ingenious devices and 
quaint fyllogifms, which are held in. high note among the modern Mahometans, and 
have fixed among them a falfe diftorted tafte. Even Hafis’s poems, fo confpicuoufly 
replete with wit, and with incitements to mere mortal pleafures, are tortured by them 
into praifes of Mahomet and his religion, This fanatical logician was unknown to the 
other paffengers, but he loft no time in difplaying to them his ftore of endowments ; 
and feeing me a favourable fubject, he dire€ted his full force at my head. 

Thad engaged the fervices of a travelling Arab taylor, and was anticipating the various 
conveniences which they promifed, when he was driven from the profpect of an eafy 
Hvelihood by the threats of the logician, who denounced Mahomed’s vengeance again{t 
him if he eat the bread of an infidel. The poor man, hungry and almoft naked, ftarted 


* Bath in the Turk‘th language fignifies head, and is often applied in Perfia to the head of a fociety 
or party. 
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at the danger, and, fearful of incurring fo powerful a wrath, refigned his new office, 
‘and went,to live as it might pleafe God. Thus had I the dreary profpeé of being 
peftered for the term of twenty days, by this outrageous Mahometan, who, fo far from 
being confcious of any mifchief, believed that he was performing an att of extenfive 
merit. . 

On the evening of the roth, the kafilah moved, and arrived next morning at Howrah 
Mauddit Khan *, fix furfungs ; the country open, and the foil a mixture of light fand and 
earth, producing generally that {pecies of weed which has been-noted in the remarks 
of the road from Kabul to Kandahar. : 

On-the 13th, at Khackchamparah, fix furfungs. No marks of habitation were feen 
during the journey of thefe two laft days. 

On the 14th, at Greithk, feven furfuggs, a large walled village, on the tkirts of which 
runs a fmall ftream of good water ; halted two days at this place, where a toll is col- 
lected on merchandize and paffengers, and where a ftock of provifions was laid in, to 
fupply our confumption through a traét of defert country, extending from this {tation to 
the weltward. My perfecutirig neighbour had already deprived me of. two fervants, 
when, after much entreaty, mixed with a warm eulogium on his extenfive capacity, I 
prevailed on him to moderate his refentment againft me, and ceafe to anathematife thofe 
who might in future be induced, from their neceflity, to eat the bread of an infidel. 
He had, by his rhetoric, precluded me even from the ufe of a barber ; one of whem 
being obferved by him at the clofe of an operation on my head, was reprobated for his 
impurity in virulent language, and compelled to cleanfe his razor. by an ordeal procefs, 
the expence of which was defrayed by Chriftian money. On paying the charge, I ob- 
ferved to our logician, whom I now treated with little ceremony, that he thould alfo 
caufe the fhaver to purge the money by the like trial, that he might not be polluted by 
the touch; a precaution, I added, that would doubtlefs have been adopted, but for a 
fear of half the amount being loft in the large alloy that debafes all Mahometan coins. 
. Iwas, he faid, an incorrigible Kaufir, whom ill-fortune had placed with him on the fame 
camel, and which he feared could never thrive under fuch a weight of fin. 2 

The urgent calls of hunger now gave me a third fervant, who was in his way from 
Moultan, to make the pilgrimage of Mufchid t. ‘Think how ardent muft have been 
the zeal which incited this pilgrim to fo diftant a journey, and fupported him againft the 
inclemency of winter, and the inhofpitality of a rude people, with feareely a covering 
to his back, no fhoes to his fect, or an atom of money in his purfe. Though I gave him 
fome warm clothing and fubftantial food, he was not able to keep pace with our party. 

His fucceflor was a Kafhmirian, who had a countenance as demure as that of Gil 
Blas’s Ambrofe Lamela ; and, to the extent of his ability, as great a rogue. To enhance 
the value of his fervices, for which I was obliged to pay largely, he expatiated on the fin 
he was about to commit, eating the falt of an infidel ; but I foon found there was no 
reftriction to his diet. Moft of the Afiatic nations have affixed to falt a certain facred 
property, but it is held in the higheft degree of reverence by the Mahometans, who fpeak 
of falt as Europeans do of bread. A fervant is faid to eat the falt of his matter ; and, 
when guilty of ingratitude, he is fligmatized with the nanfe of a nimmock haram, or, a 
polluter of his falt ; which is, I believe, the only term applied by Mahometan nations 
to fuch an offender. 


* Howrah fignifies an artificial fountain, or rcfervoir of water; one of which had beea confruGted at 
this place by Muddit Khan, for the accommodati6n of travellers, 
+ It is at this day the reputed capital of Khorafan. 
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Bere J am induced to notice the ominous qualities vulgarly afcribed on fome occafions 
to falt in our own country ; as when it is accidentally fpilled, fome part is thrown over 
the left fhoulder, that the fuppofed enfuing evil may be averted ; a ceremony I have 
feen even obferved by thofe who were far removed from the lower claffes of life. But 
early impreffions are not eafily effaced, and they often impart to the ideas a lafting 
colour ; efpecially among thofe who are fecluded from the more hacknied paths of 
the world. 

On the 17th at Shah Nadir, a ftation in the defert, feven furfungs. This refervoir, 
built by Nadir Shah, is a f{quare of about twenty feet, over which is erected on pillars 
a terrace, which extending beyond the margin of the water, affords a convenient lodg- 
ing to travellers. 

On the r8th at Shorab*, five furfungs ; fome {pots of cultivation were fcattered around 
this ftation, but no village in fight. 

On the rgth at Lungerah, a place of halt, in a defert country, where we found only 
one weak {pring of water, which was quickly confumed. 

On the 2oth at Dilaram, fix furfungs, a fort in ruins, which is fkirted by a rivulet, 
on whofe margin are feen fome {cattering trees ; a rare fight in this land! but the adja- 
cent country is barren and uninhabited. 

On the 2tft at Buckwau, feven furfungs, a ftation in the defert. 

On the 22d at Drauve in the defert, fix furfungs. This day the fun fhot forth his 
rays with great force, and the ground which we occupied being a bare fand, reflected 
an intenfe heat. Whilft I was panting under a very flimfy covering, I obferved that my 
neighbour, a Turkoman Seid, who had no fhelter, was ftruck by the fun, and lay ftrugs 
gling in a violent agony. 

The Mahometans thought him poffeffed with the devil, and inftead of affording any 

roper aid, began an extraordinary converfation with the fuppofed fiend ; efpecially my 
learned affociate ; who, in a peremptory manner, ordered the devil to depart out of the 
body of a true believer, and a branch of the holy ftock ; but, feeing that the command 
had no effeét, though conveyed in Arabic and a vehement tone of voice, I requefted to 
interfere ; and lifting the incumbent from the ground, threw fome water on his face, 
and forcibly poured a quantity down his throat. The Seid foon felt the natural benefit 
of this adminiftration ; but the violence of the fhock created a temporary ftupefaction, 
during which he uttered fo incoherent a language that it confirmed the opinion that a 
demon was fpeaking, and not the Tartar. 

Our logician addreffed the infernal perfonage in a very fpirited harangue, feverely 
reprehending his entrance into the body of one of the prophet’s defcendants, and chal- 
lenging him, that the cloven foot might confpicuoufly appear, to repeat the Mahometan 
creed. To this teft the thattered ftate of the Seid’s fenies were not yet equal ; nor was 
it until he had {moked his pipe, that he diftin€tly, and with furrounding applaufe, pro- 
nounced his creed and fhook off all diabolical conneGion. 

On the 23d at Ghurmow, in the defert, five furfungs. This evening my perfecuting 
companion left our party, and proceeded with fome Hindoo traders to Fera, an Afghan 
town of fome note, lying about forty or fifty miles to the fouth-weft of Drauze. But my 
joy at this riddance, like moft joys of fublunary texture, was of fhort duration; for the 
vacant place fell to the lot of a much more obnoxious affociate. 

I begin now to be afhamed at having impofed upon you fo large a portion of private 
ftory ; yet, without it, 1 perceive my fubject would be as barren as the land I travel 


* Signifying falt, or brackifh water ; but at this ation the water was frefh. 
12 ’ over, 
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over, which exhibits to the fatigued eye one vaft fterile plain, without rivers, wood, or 
fearcely a place of human habitation. Though perfonal recitals are ufually fufpected 
of vanity, and even in their beft fenfe partake more of the'amazing than the inftructive 
qualities, you may perhaps gather from my anecdotes, fome fubfidiary knowledge of the 
human charaéter ; an important fubjeét, and not lefs various than the human face. My 
next affociate was the Arab taylor, already mentioned, who fucceeded to the vacant 
pannier by the affiftance of one of his countrymen in our party, a trader of fome note. 
A converfation held when I was thought afleep, fome nights before, between the logician 
and the taylor ; in which the latter was ftrenuoufly exhorted to rob me, boded no good 
from the change; and this counfel was ftrengthened by a doétrine very prevalent 
among the lower clafles of Mahometans, that it is meritorious and laudable to attack 
the property of an infidel. Nor was the advice loft on the taylor, who promifed an 
attive diligence in performing the required fervice. Combining, therefore, the intereft 
of the world with that of his religion, he commenced a brifk attack on my chattels; but 
which, at that time, my vigilance preferved. His fubfequent attempts, however, were 
more fuccefsful, as were feen in the diminution of my apparel. ‘This freebooting fyftem 
of the taylor’s kept me in conftant alarm, and difplayed every day, in {trong colours, the 
ill confequences of my Chriftian garb. 

Qn the 24th at Ghiraunee, fix furfungs. A populous walled village, fituate near a 
{mall running water. Halted there the next day to make the payment of a toll, and pur- 
chafe provifions for a three days’ journey over a defert, which reaches from this place 
to the confines of Khorafan. My Kafhmirian fervant was wholly divefted of religious. 
fervour, or a religious cloak. For he neither prayed nor wafhed ; but, was much ad« 
dicted to theft ; and while the taylor purloined my cloaths, he was occupied in ftealing 
my victuals: Yet this propenfity was, in fome degree, compenfated by his fervices, 
which found aétive employment in bringing water and fuel, baking cakes, and boiling 
my coffee. es 

On the 27th at Khoos, in fhe defert, five furfungs. ‘The taylor’s payments for con~ 
veyance not being regularly made, the feat was again put up to fale, when it was pur- 
chafed by an Hindoftany Mahometan, who had left his wife and family at Juanpour, in 
the diftri@ of Benares, and was thus far advanced on a pilgrimage to Mufchid. From 
the mouth of this devotee, who had formerly been a marauding foldier, there iffued 
an almoft inceflant ejaculation of prayer. In truth it may be faid, that he overflowed 
in holy zeal ; for he prayed and cried in a fucceflive rotation. What an extraordinary 
character would this be thought in a country where its inhabitants, though shunning 
no peril or fatigue in the purfuit of wealth and pleafure, will {carcely crofs a ftreet 
to look into a church. The various precepts of education and religion, eftablifhed in 
the world, but efpecially, the different orders of government, produce fo ftrong a 
diffimilarity in the manners of men, that in inveftigating thofe of the moft oppofite 
tendency, they would feem to arife from beings of a diftin& {pecies. 

On the 28th at Gimmuch, feven furfungs, a ftation in the defert. 

On the 2gth at Ouckal, a large walled village, ftanding within the limit of the 
province of Khorafan, and inhabited wholly by Perfians. It is proper here to obferves 
that the natives of Perfia proper, particularly the foldiery, are often termed at home, 
as in foreign countries, Kuzzel Bach; a Turkifh compound, fignifying, 1 am 
informed, red head, and originally from the Perfian cap being covered at the top 
with red cloth. ’ 

On the joth a halt. 


On the 31ft at Sheerbuchhh, a defert flation, fix furfungs, 
002 On 
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On the 1ft of November, at Zearut Ghah, feven furfungs. A fmall village, on the 


fkirts of which are feen the remains of fome tombs or religious edifices. 

On the 2d, at the city of Herat, three furfungs. The road from Kandahar to 
Gimmuch leads to the weft, or weft by north; from thence to Herat, it Hfas, I appre- 
hend, nearly a northern courfe, yet I cannot account for the fudden deviation of the 
track. The country is generally open, and interfperfed with barren rocky hills of a 
moderate height. ‘The foil is light and fandy, producing naturally little elfe than the 
aromatic weed before noted. 

The city of Herat {tands ona fpacious plain, which is interfe€ted with many f{prings 
of running water, fome of which are fupplied with bridges ; and the numerous villages, 


furrounded with plantations, muft afford a pleafant view to the traveller, whofe eye has.” 


been wearied with the deferts of Afghaniftan, ; 

‘The direétor of the kafilah carried us to the karavanfera, where paflengers only are 
lodged ; the other places of this defcription being all occupied by refident traders. ‘In 
the fquare of the karavanfera I perceived an Armenian, whom I informed, with little 
ceremony, left he fhould hear a lefs favourable ftory, that I was an European, return. 
ing from India into my own country: but, for greater perfonal fecurity, I had aflumed 


‘the name of an Armenian. And to quiet any fufpicion of the truth of my relation, I 


produced a letter, which the Georgian, Bagdafir, had. written in my favour to an Arme-. 
nian, who lived ina village about forty miles from Herat. My addrefs was clofed by 
obferving, that though notin want of money, I {tood in great need of his friendly offices, 
as he muft be well aware of the various difficulties affecting thofe of our fet, efpecially 
when alone, among fo bigotted a people as thofe of Khorafan. The Armenian heard 
the little oration, which all my powers of fpeech had pointed at him, with a, refolute 
coolnefs, and perceiving, I fuppofe, that my acquaintance would yield no. profit, he 
turned from me and went away, without even exprefling the common terms of. civility. 
The frequent occafions which have occurred’ to me of noticing the Armenian charaéter, 
foon cooled my refentment, and enabled me to reconcif™ the wearinefs and apathy, of 
this man, with the common principles which govern his fect. 

The prefent race of Armenians, like the Jews, are, with little exception, occupied in, 
commerce, chiefly in its {malleft branches, and having long loft with their country the 
fpirit of patriotifm, divefted alfo of any valuable attainments of knowledge, they exhibit, 
but a faint difcrimination of character; being generally induftrious, fervile, and dif. 
honeft; they are {cattered over various parts of Turkey, Perfia, and India, where, 
except in the Englith colonies, they live on a precarious. fufferance, being often, on, 
trivial pretences, infulted, oppreffed, and. plundered... To palliate the evils inherent to 
their fituation, and create a fubftitute for powers,, honours, and national importance,., 
they purfue the different roads of traffic with unremitting ardour, and invariably meafure. 
their pleafures by the mere extent of their wealth. Little fufceptible of friendthip, 
they are rarely induced to afford, even among themfelvcs, mutual. afliftance, or dif-. 
pofed to promote the enjoyment of fociety : the Armenians at this day are divided into. 
two general claffes ; the one, the moft numerous, eftablifhed-in the Turkith. dominions + 
the other in Perfia. : 

The city of Jolfa, contiguous to Mpahan, was exprefsly founded for-the accommodation. 
of the Armenians, by Shah Abbas, who, aware of the benefits that would accrue to his, 
kingdom from a commercial and temperate people, gave. them. an ample protedtion,, 
and many indulgencies. He permitted them, it is faid, to accompany their adventures, 


to foreign countries, and advanced a capital to thofe not already opulent, but. he always. 
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Jolfa colony, and from an atual refidence in that city, or fprung from families origia 
nally fettled there, are all converfant in the Perfian language. The vicinity of the Per- 
fian gulf, whigh has long maintained an important trade with India, naturally allured 
the Armenians to a region, which at once held out to them the hope of {peedy opulence; 
and the advantages of a temperate government. Nor did they ever think of returniig: 
into Perfia ; but having amaffed a fufficient wealth, purchafed the releafé of their families 
on the payment of large fums. : 

From the defcription given of the Armenian charader, which I am not confcious: 
of having in the leaft overcharged, you will not be furprized at the mode in which i 
was received by my brother Chriftian at Herat. But L now determined:to, flide into the 
Mahometan community, on the firft fair occafion : feeing, that without adding one 
benefit, I was like to become a martyr to our faith. In all parts of the city which b 
frequented, I was known only as a Mahometan, except in the karavanfera, where Iex- 

erienced unceafing infult and derifion ; for the Perfians affe&t a. greater: fcruple i 
communicating with thofe of a different religion, than any other fe of Mahometans. 
J was not even permiited to draw water out of a common well, but ordered to place: 
my veflel dh the ground; which was filled by a perfon-hired for the: purpofe, from a 
height and not touched. When Lhave been waiting for this fupply, the town boys, 
who in their round of diverfion would occafionally take our karavanfera in their way, 
learning that I was an impure perfon, ufed to form a circle round me, and defired to- 
have the unclean part fhewn to them, and feemed much difappointed-on being told 
that I was unclean all over. My journey hitherto, if not productive of other advantage, 
has correéted my former belief of Mahometan politenefs and fuavity of manners, and 
alfo I truft, qualified that infolence of carriage, which I have too frequently evinced ta. 
the inhabitants of our eaftern territories. ° 

‘Could one of our Indian grandees in the fulnefs of his power, feated:in a palankeen,. 
perhaps on an elephant, furrounge! with thofe bands of {tickmen and pikemen, who dif- . 
perfe every man and beaft: that dares to crofs his way :. could this perfonage be tran.. 
{ported on the fudden to Herat. how fpeedily would he be divefted of his plumes, and 
reduced to his fimple value. Whenever I-quitted.the purlieus. of my lodging, I became 
a grave hyprocritical Muffulman, with the enjoyment of all his privileges ; and the city: 
containing a-various defcription of people; there was little apprehenfion: of a difcovery. 
I daily frequented the eating-houfes, where all the talk of.the day is circulated, ands 
chiefly fabricated, im conjunction with the barber’s fhop, which in Herat has a neat ap« 
pearance. In the centre of it ftands a {mall ftone pillar; on the top of which is placed 
acup of water, in readinefs for operation, and the fides of the fhop are decorated with. 
saps aa razors, and beard combs. Home having no pleafures for me, I was. 
glad to fee them abroad ; nor did I fail in procuring equal amufement and information. 
Neither Afghaniftan or the northern provinces: of Perfia, permit the refidence of. 
courtezans, or any women that dance or fing for the public entertainment. The north-. 
rn Perfians affect to exprefs.an abhorrence of the Indian- Mahometans, whom. they. 
reprobate for a general depravity of manners, and a neglect of religious duties : yet this 
temperate ard demure-people are much defamed, if, under their myfterious carriage of 
body, they de not pradtife in their different vocations every {pecies of deceit and knavery. . 
In India, it is.a well Known faét, that the Moguls, a denomination given there to all 
foreign Mahometans, throw off their northerncloak, and becoming notorious debauchees, . 
laugh to feorn the precepts of their doctors. ; , 

Herat is a fmaller city than Kandahar, but maintains a refpetable trade; and the; 
market-place, occupying along ftreet, covered with an arched roof, is filled with fhops = 
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of various wares. Bread, rice, and flefh-meats, with numerous fruits and vegetables, 
are equally cheap and abundant; and the grand market, held once a week, is fo 
erowdéd with the produce of the neighbouring villages, that a paflage through it is 
difficult and fatiguing. Coarfe woollens of a ftrong texture are manufactured in the 
adjacent diftriéts, a great part of which, made into garments, are exported into various 
parts of northern Perfia; furtouts of fheepfkin, with the wool in the infide, are feen 
" hanging almoft at every fhop, and are ufed by all claffes of people in the winter feafon, 
A fmall quantity of European commodities is brought to this city from the gulf of Per. 
fia, confifting of French broad cloths, cutlery, {mall looking-glaffes, and prints; but 
their low prices fhew that their demand is very limited. The police of Herat is judici- 
oufly regulated, and the adminiftration of juftice vigorous. Two men, apparently 
above the ordinary clafs, having been convited of theft, were fufpended by the heels 
from a dome, which {tands in the centre of the market, where they remained near an 
hour, to the terror of a gazing populace; having witneffed a part of this exhibition, I 
returned to my lodging with the interefted belief that my property, which was all in. 
fpecie, concealed about my perfon, had derived from it additional fecurity. 

On exchanging fome gold at this place, I found the rate more favourable than at 
Kandahar or Kabul ; yet {till one in fixteen lefs than the Indian value. Though I was 
unremittingly cautious in concealing my money, knowing that difcovery would bring an 
hoft of enemies on my head, one of my travelling acquaintances fuddenly opened the 
door of my apartment at Herat, a very unufual practice among Afiatics, and found me 
examining the ftate of my finances. ‘At the fight of the gold fpread on the floor, he 
was {truck with furprize, and expreffed an eager curiofity to know the occupation that 
had procured me fo much wealth, But either my fpeedy departure from Herat, or a 
more than ordinary honefty in the Perfian, prevented the ill confequence which I had 
apprehended from the imprompt vifit. 

Khorafan *, the moft eaftern, the largeft, as well as the moft important province of 
Perfia, participated the various and fevere revolutions which affected the ftate of the 
kingdom, from the diffolution of the Grecian dynatty, until the end of the ninth century, 
when it was involved in the Tartar dominion of the Sammani race 3 and in the begin- 
ning of the fixteenth century, after having experienced a fucceffion of Tartar and 
Arabian rulers, it was annexed to Perfia, by Ifmael, firnamed Sofi, from whom the 
appellation of Sofi has been given in Europe to the Perfian kings. 

Herat had continued the principal city of Khorafan until the fucceffion of Ifmael, 
who beftowed the pre-eminence on Mufchid, from its containing the tomb of Moozau 
Reza, his fuppofed anceftor, and one of the twelve grand Imaums or piiefts of the Per- 
fians. Since Mufckid became the capital of Khorafan, it has been enriched by large 
donations of the Mahometans of the fect of Ali, generally known by the name of 
Schiahs. Even Nadir Shah, the leaft difpofed of the Perfian kings to ecclefiaftical en- 
dowments, ornamented a mofque, which had been built over the tomb of Moozau Reza, 
with a maffy cabinet of filver, and a fpacious lamp of the fame metal. 

The religion of the Koran had exifted throughout the vaft Mahometan empire for 
the {pace of nine hundred years without any effential change, when it experienced a 
fevere blow from the intrepidity of Ifmael, and rapid fuccefs of his arms. In the courfe 
of the firft periods of Mahometanifm, four Arabian doétors, Malek, Ambel, Hanneifa, 
and Shaffee, made commentaries on the original text, which were adopted by fe&s, 
now feverally diftinguifhed by the names of commentators. But thefe explanations do, 


* Khor, in the ancient Perfic, it is faid, fignifies the lait, Sir William Jones. 
not 
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not appear to have militated with much force againft the firt fyftem, or created any 
violent feuds among the different fectaries. 

As the grand innovation of the Mahometan religion was effeted in Perfia, and 
chiefly exifts in that region, I am induced to make a brief chronological review of fome 
of its more important epochs, previoufly to this event. It is feen that the Tartar Ar- 
faces, having expelled the princes who fucceeded to the conqueft of Alexander, eftablifhed 
a dynafty, which flourifhed for the fpace of four hundred and fifty years, and which, in 
the two hundred and twenty-fixth year of the Chriftian era, was extinguifhed in the 
perfon of Artabanes, by Ardefhere *, the Artaxerxes of the Greeks, faid to have been 
defcended from the ancient race of Perfian kings. 

Should it be found, which I am induced to believe, that the Perfians and the Par- 
thians are a diftin@ people, itis not improbale that the nations which ancient hiftory 
denominates Parthians, were compofed of the Tartars of the Arfacian dynafty, which 
held a long poffeffion of Perfia, and maintained fuch fierce confli@s with the Roman 
empire. ‘lhe dexterity of the archers, which conftituted the ftrength of the Parthian 
cavalry, and an excurfive rapid manner of fighting, which was reprefented as moft for- 
midable when they appeared to fly from battle, correfponds clofely with the military 
practice of the modern Tartars, in contradiftinG@ion to the other nations of north- 
erm Afia, 

The Arabians carried their conquefts and their religion into Perfia, in fix hundred 
and fifty-one of our zra, from which time it remained fubject to the khaliphat, until the 
middle of the eleventh century, when it was overrun and fubdued by Jogrul Beg, a 
Turkoman prince of the Seljukian t race. The fucceffors of Jogrul continued to govern 
certain quarters of Perfiainthe year 1187,when thelaft prince of that race was conquered 
by Amalek Dinar, who, in his turn, fell under the power of Jakafh, the Turkoman 

rince of Kharafm: but, in 1218,of our era, the Kharafmian empire, the Arabian 
Ehalipat, with the grandeft portion of the eaftern world, were fwallowed up in the 
power of Jenjis Khan, whofe pofterity held poffeflion of Perfia for the {pace of one 
hundred and feventy-four years, though ultimately rent into {mall principalities by a 
feries of inteftine wars. It became, after that period, an appendage to the dominion of 
Timur, and appears to have acknowledged, in feparate governments, a general depen» 
dance on certain branches of his family, until the year 1499, when I{mael Sofi, taking 
up arms againft the Tartar princes, rofe by a quick fucceflion of vi@tory, and affumed 
the undivided throne of Perfia, 

It is feen in Knolles’s very eftimable Hiftory of the Turks, that Hmael was the fon 
of Hyder, furnamed from the place of his birth, or the refidence of his youth, Ardebil, 
and that he was honourably defcended. Retiring from the occupations of the world, 
Hyder fixed his abode in the city of Tauris, where he paffed an auftere contemplative 
Jife, and was held by the inhabitants of that quarter in great veneration. ‘The fame of 
his character foon procured him the name of a prophet, and caufed multitudes of people 
to refort to him from all parts of Perfia and Armenia. The more to feduce the mul- 
titude, ever delighted with novelty, he began to inveigh againft the dodtrine of the Ma- 
hometans, which enjoins a facred remembrance of the three { firft fucceffors of their 
prophet, and to revive the opinions of a certain preceding dervifh, named Guini, who 
was known alfo by the defignation of Sofi, He afferted,as if infpired from above, that none 


* The fucceffore of this prince were denominated Saffanides, from Saflan, the father of Ardcfhere. 


+ So named from Sei his grandfire, who occupied a private itation in the vicinity of Samarkand, 
where he“held large landed poffefiions. $ Abubucker, Omar, and Ofmaa. 
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fhould enter the kingdom of Heaven but thofe of tHe feét of Ali, who was the genuine 
heir and affociate of Mahomet ; and ordained, that the memory of Abubucker, Omar, 
and Ofman, fhould be held accurfed. The King of Perfia, whom Knolles calls Affym- 
beius Ufan Caffanes * to ftrengthen his government and acquire popularity, invited 
Hyder to court, and gave him his daughter in marriage, from which fprung Ifmael. 
Being now brought forward ona more confpicuous theatre, Hyder grew into the gene- 
ral eftimation of the people, which alarming the fears of Jacoob, the fon of Huffan, who 
had fucceeded. to the kingdom, he fecretly put him to death. 

Ifmael, flying from the power of Jacoob, took refuge with the chief of a {mall terri- 
tory on the fouthern borders of the Cafpian Sea, named Pyrchales +. Some of the 
friends of Hyder retired at the fame time into Leffler Armenia, then fubjeét to the Turks, 
where they promulgated their doétrine with fucccfs. Their difciples were diftinguifhed 
by a red band tied over the turban, whence it is faid they.firft obtained the appellation 
of Kuffel Bafh, which in the Turkith language, as has been already noticed, fignifies red 
head. Ifmael, during his retirement, advanced, with zeal, the tenets of his father ; and, 
being by nature confpicuoufly eloquent, of a penetrating genius and auttere life, of a 
comely pérfon and invincible courage, was, by the vulgar, counted more than human. 
The nobles of the neighbouring country, allured by the endowments of Imael, and the 
fpecious novelty of his doétrine, reforted to his place of abode with offers of fupport ; 
and, though feeming to fhun them, he was invefted with authority, honours, and 
wealth. In token of his rare qualifications, and a belief in his power of prophecy, 
Hfmael. received the title of Sofi, ‘ which,” fays Knolles, ‘ fignifieth, among thefe 
people, a wile man, or the interpreter of the gods +.” 

The death of Jacoob, which muft have happened at an early period of his reign, and 
the tumults that enfued in Perfia, then ufurped by one Elvan Beg, who was alfo engaged 
in a_ warfare with his brother, named Morad, encouraged I{mael to urge his fortune 
on fo promifing a field. Obtaining fome military aid from Pyrachales, his firit protec- 
tor, he penetrated into Armenia, where he recovered the patrimony of his family, and 
was cordially received by thofe who had favoured his father. Purfuing his fuccefs, he 
penetrated into Shirvan, he took and facked Shah Machce, the capital of the province, 
by the plunder of which he largely increafed the numbers and hopes of his army. 
Elvan Beg had now expelled Morad, and was bufied in punifhing fome of the principal 
citizens of Tauris, the capital of the kingdom, for having taken up arms in favour of 
his brother, when Ifmael fuddenly approaching the city, took it without oppofition. 
Elvan, deprived of other fupport, formed an alliance with his brother, but in his progrefs 
to form a junction with the army of Morad, he was vigoroufly attacked by Ifmael, and 
ilain in battle ; the conqueror marched without delay againft Morad, who was encamped 


* Tt is ferioufly regretted that the Greek and Roman writers, as alfo many of the moderns, have not 
aclivered to us the literal names of men and places, which occur in their hiftery of foreign nations. This 
want of accuracy, or rather the impulfe of au abfurd vanity, has involved the European hiftories of Affa in 
amaze of obfcurity ; thofe, efpecially, which reprefented the ferics of warfare maintained againit Perfia by 
the flates of Greece, and ultimately the congueit of that empire by Alexander of Macedon. The name 
given by Knoiles to the Perfian king, taken from fome Latin records, is evidently a mifnomer, as no fuch 
denomiration is now in ufe among the Mahometans, and we know that no change has affected their name, 
dince the firlt eflablifhment of the khaliphat. His regal title, being a Tartar, might have been Azim Beg, 
dignifying a great lord or prince ; and his domeftic appellation, Huflan Caffim. 

+ So expreffed by Knolles. = . ; 

{ This word, I apprehend, is purely of Greek origin; the Mahometans had, at this period, been long 
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at Babylon, and compelled himto fly into the Arabian defert * : he rofe without a com- 
petitor to the throne of Perfiat. 

Ifmael is perhaps the firft prince who at once conquered a fpacious kingdom and the 
religious prejudices of its people. Nor does it appear that any of thofe violent com- 
motions were excited, which ufually mark the progrefs of ecclefiaftical reformation. 
‘The fyftem of Hyder and Ifmael was founded on the pofition, that Mahomet had given 
his daughter Fatima to Ali, as amark of the greateft affection, and bequeathed to him 
the fucceffion of the khaliphat. But, that in defiance of this facred teftanfent, Abu- 
bucker, one of the affociated friends of Mahomet, fetting afide the claims of Ali, had 
affumed the powers of government, which at his death, were alfo forcibly held in a 
confequent adminiftration by Ofmar and Ofman. But, that the injuries of Ali, having 
ultimately roufed the divine interpofition, he became the ruler of the { Muffulmans. 
This do¢trine being unanimoufly received, Ifmael ordained, that as the three firft kha- 
liphs were ufurpers and facrilegious violaters of the laft mandate of their prophet, their 
memory fhould, at the five ftated times of prayer, be reprobated with every expreflion 
of contumely, and the fevereft vengeance of God denounced againft them. He alfo 
inferted, at the conclufion of the Mahometan creed, that Ali is the friend or the beloved 
of God, and directed that he and his pofterity fhould be diftinguifhed by the appellation 
of imaums, or holy men |}. In contradiftinion to the Soonis, who in their prayers crofs 
the hands on the lower part of the breaft, the Schiahs drop their arms in ftraight 
lines; and as the Soonis, at certain periods of the prayer, prefs their forehead 
on the ground or a carpet, the fetaries of Ali lay on the fpot which the :head reaches, 
a fmall tile of white clay, impreffed with characters facred to the memory of Ali. 

Some claffes of the Schiahs believe that Ali was an incarnation of the deity, who per- 
ceiving, they fay, the miffion which had been delegated on Mahomet to be incomplete, 
affumed the perfon of this khaliph, for the purpofe of fixing the Moflem faith and power 
on a firmer bafis. The Schiahs have imbibed ftrong religious prejudices, are more 
inflamed with the zeal of devotion, and confequently lefs tolerant to the other fetts 
than the Soonis. In Perfia they do not permit a Sooni to eat at their board, and in 
common language, without provocation or heat of temper, they call him an infidel. 
But in what light, dear fir, will you view a numerous and civilized people, who have 
produced writings that would exalt the name of the moft polifhed nations, yet in folemn 
deliberate expreilion, imprecate God’s wrath five times-a day, on the fouls and afhes of 
three men who never did them an injury, and who, in their day, advanced the empire 
of Mahomet to a high pitch of glory and power. Not appeafed with uttering the 
keeneft reproaches againit the memory of thefe khaliphs, they pour a torrent of abufe 
on every branch of their families, male and female, lower even than the feventh genc- 


* Where he wis cut off by domeftic treachery. 

+ Tfinael’s acecfiion happened about the year 1508. . 

{ Tn commemoration of the four firft fucceflors of Mahomet, who were alfo his confidential affociates, 
and by their enthufiaftic courage, bad been his grand inftruments in aggrandizing the khaliphat, the genera: 
body of Mahometans, except the Perfians, are often termed Char Yaree, or thofe of the four friends. They 
are likewife called Soonis, an Arabic word, fignifying the followers of the right path. 

{| The real number confiits of eleven perfons, to which a twelfth, fuppofed yet to come, has been added ; 
their names are Ali, Huffia and Huffeyn, his fons, Pynoul Abedsie: Mahone Baukur, Jaffier Sadue, Moufa 
Kazim, Ali Moula Befa, Mahomet Tuckee, Ali Nughee, Huflin Anfcany and Mahomet Mhedy. The 
titles beftowed ulually on Ali are, Ameer-ul-Momenein, Mortiz Ali and Hyder. This laft denomination, 
fignifying a lion, is particularly given to Ali, when his military exploits are rehearfed. But when the pro- 
foundeft're[pe is exprefled for his memory, he is entitled Ameer-vl-Momenein, or lord of the faithful, 











VOL, IX. PP ration: 


e 


290 EXTRACTS FROM FORSTER’S TRAVELS RELATING TO PERSIA. 


ration. I have feen their imagination tortured with inventing terms of reproach on thefe 
men and their pofterity, and commit verbally every aét of lewdnefs with their wives, 
daughters, and the progeny down to the prefent day. The Soonis, though aware of 
this unvaried ceremony of execrating the memory of men, whom they have been long 
taught to hold in reverence, and that they themfelves are {tigmatized as infidels, do 
not even, when fully empowered, intemperately refent this perfecuting fpirit of the 
Perfians. 

In the divifion of Khorafan, fubje€& to the Afghan empire, the Perfians enjoy a fair 
portion of civil and religious liberty, and are rarely treated with infults. 

In noticing the more liberal opinions of the Soonis, in the praétice of their religion, 
Lam brought to the recollection of an occurrence, which places this fa&t in a confpicuous 
point of view. 

An Armenian merchant from I{fpahan, accompanying an adventure of fome value, 
came to the karavanfera, in Kabul, where [lodged ; and though five of his countrymen 
were on the fpot, the other refidents being Jews, Mahometans, and Hindoos, not one 
of them advanced to give him welcome, or an offer of affiftance ; and to augment his 
embarraffment, alf the apartments of the ferauce were occupied. In this predicament 
ftood the Armenian, and he muft have lain in the ftreet, had not a Turk invited this 
forlorn Chriftian into his own apartment ; andhe fed him alfo at his own board. One of 
the Armenian tribe, after fome days, taking fhame perhaps from the Mahometan exam- 
ple, or expeéting fome advantage from the cargo of his countryman, tendered him a 
part of his habitation, which the ftranger at firft refufed; nor did he accept the invitation, 
until ferioufly admonifhed of the crime of forming fo clofe a connection with an 
infidel. 

It is now time to revert to my own ftory, and inform you, that it had been my firit 
intention to have proceeded from Herat to Refhd, the principal town of the Ghilan 
province, which lies a few miles injand from Inzellee, a Ruflian factory, on the bor- 
der of the Cafpian Sea. It is a computed journey of feventy days, of about twenty 
miles each, from this city to Refhd*, but the road which leads through the leffer 
Trak +, has a deviating courfe from the dire& line. 

Being informed by the Armenians of Herat, that Ruffian veffels navigate along the 
coaft of Mazanderan, to which a ftraight track lay from hence, though not much fre- 
quented, from being fubject to the depredation of the Turcoman Tartars, I was refolved 
to purfue this route, at once direct and wholly unknown to European travellors, 

A kafilah being about to proceed to “Turthith, a town lying in the dire&tion of Ma- 
zanderan, I made an agreement with the direttor for a conveyance; but with a con- 
fidential ftipulation, that I was to be received in a Mahometan charter ; and the 
better to guard againft a difcovery of my perfon, I took the name cf xn Arab, a people 
little known in this part of Perfia, and the knowledge of whofe | age is confined 
enly to fome of the moft learned prictts. 

Some days before my departure from Herat, an Afghan S: 
ment, and perceiving in the courfe of converfation that lw. 
with fenfible emotions of joy, that he had now obtained a 
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* From Herat to the town of Jnbbus, a ronte of fifteen days; thence to Yerd twenty-five ; and to 
Cafhan ten; anda fifteen days’ jovrney to Refhd. 

+ There are two provinces of Ivak, the ieffer and the greater ; the latter, termed Jrak Azeem, of whick 
Bagdat is the capital, chiefly depends on Torkifh and Arabian emirs. 
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‘yevenging the greivous injuries fuftained by many of his holy anceftors at the hands of 
infidels, and that unlefs I paid a fine of five hundred rupees *, I muft repeat the creed 
of Mahomet, and be circumcifed. Pretending an ignorance of the purpofe of this de- 
mand, I carried the feid, with a mifchievous intention I confefs, to the next quarter, 
where the Armenian corps, four in number, were then aflembled, and requefted the 
principal of them, who fpoke the Perfian language with fluency, to explain the fubftance 
of the feid’s demand ; and this was precifely the point to which I wanted to reduce the 
queftion. When the hungry Afghan perceived, that inftead of one Chriftian he had 
found five, his exultation had no bounds. He fwore by his beard, that we fhould all 
incur the fine or circumcifion. Oh! what a glorious fight, cried he, will be difplayed 
to our prophet, when thefe hardencd infidels, renouncing their herefy and impurities, 
fhall become a portion of the faithful: what a triumph to our holy religion! The ex- 
pedient which I had adopted, though not a fair, was for me a fortunate one; as the 
controverfy, which became ferious, was now more equal. ‘The feid called loudly on the 
Mahometans in the name of the prophet, to aflift in compelling the enemies of his 
religion either to embrace it, or by adminiftrating to the wants of his defcendants, con- 
tribute to its fupport; the Perfian refidents of the karavanfera endeavoured to affuage 
the Afghan’s intemperance ; but they quickly withdrew all interpofition, on being told 
that the toleration of their doétrine was a greater indulgence than. the maintenance of 
their execrable tenets deferved. The feid experiencing, however, more obftinate 
refiftance from the Chriftians than he had expected, it was evidently feen, that however 
ardent might .have been his zeal for the advancement of religion, he was not the lefs 
mindful af his temporal welfare ; and permitting hjmfelf, after difplaying great powers 
in this holy war, to be foothed by the fuppliant infidels, he withdrew his threats for a 
trifling fum of money, far difproportioned to the firft demand. And here I muft ob- 
ferve, that when I faw the refolute and judicious manner in which the principal Arme- 
nian conduéted his fhare of the confli@, I felt a compunétion for having involved him 
in fo ferious an embarraffment. 

At Herat I found, in two karavanferas, about one hundred Hindoo merchants, chiefly 
natives of Moultan, who by the maintenance of a brifk commerce, and extending a long 
chain of credit, have become valuable‘fubjects to the government ; lilt difcouraged by 
the infolent and often oppreffive treatment of the Perfians, they are rarely induced to 
bring their women into this country. When the Hindoos crofs the Attock, they ufually 
put on the drefs of a northern Afiatic : being feldom feen without a long cloth coat and 
a high cap. Some Jewith traders refide alfo at Herat, where they are acculed of prac- 
tifing all that fyftem of chicane, to which their tribe is fo notorioufly addi&ted in the 
weftern world: Being habituated to the manners of Upper Afia, and converfant in 
mott of its languages, the Jews and Armenians mix with little perfonal inconveniency 
in Mahometan ocieties. 

The leading cuftoms of the various nations of Afia are fimilar, or but weakly diverfi- 
fied. ‘When they fit, the legs are croffed, or bent under them; they perform topical 
ablutions before and after meals, at which no knife or {poon is ufed, unlefs the diet be 
wholly liquid. They invariably adopt the like modes of performing natural evacuations. 
And all the hair of the body is fhaved, except that of the beard; yet this laft ufage is 
more peculiar to Upper Afia, where, likewife, all degrees of people cover the head, 


* Such pecuniary affeffment is termed Jayzeah, and is occafionally levied in Mahometan countrics, on 
thofe who do not profefs the faith of Mahomet. 


PR2 _ affixing 


292 EXTRACTS FROM FORSTER’S TRAVELS RELATING TO PERSIA. 


affixing the idea of indecency to its being bare; and they never enter an apartment 
covered with a carpet, without pulling off their fhoes. 

On taking leave of the Armenians, I could not help obferving, perhaps unfeafonably, 
that, inftead of contributing to my afliftance, in a land where our fect already experi- 
enced many grievances, they had confiderably increafed them, by withholding even the 
inferior offices of humanity; but that I cordially forgave a treatment which was to be 
afcribed to the excefs of caution, conftitutionally inherent to their tribe. ‘he principal 
Armenian earneftly urged me to open myfelf to him, and difclofe the my fiery which 
appeared in my character. It was not in reafon, he faid, to belieye that motives of 
curiofity, as I alledged, could have induced me to incur fo much fatigue, danger, and: 
“expence, which were only to be compenfated by the profpect of gain, or a pilgrimage 
to Jerufalem. But the Armenians, faid he, are now the only vifitors of the facred tomb, 
and indeed the only pure Chriftians now exifting. “Te was of opinion, in fhort, thae 
my ftory was a counterfeit, and concluded by aflerting, that I was a jewel-merchant,, 
ora fpy. I endeavoured to explain, that, among the natives of Europe, it was a com- 
mon ufage to vifit foreign countries, where an obfervance of the manners and arts of 
various people improved the underftanding, and produced a more extenfive knowledge 
of mankind; and that a frequent intercourfe with nations of different cuftoms and re- 
ligious opinions, tayght them to fhake off domettic prejudice, and to behold all men with 
the eye of common affection. To this language, which he had probably never before 
heard, he liftened with an air of vacant wonder; but, as the doétrine did not fquare 
with his fentiments of the world, he ultimately treated it with contempt ; withing me, 
however, a better journey, he faid, than my plan promifed. 

On the evening of the 22d of November, {left Herat, and halted that night at Alum 
Guffour Chufhmah *, three quarters of a furfung. Here let me again crave your in- 
dulgence for the copious felf-narration already impofed on you, and for that which B 
fear is yet tocome. But what canI do? Northern Perfia is, at this day, equally void: 
of events as of letters, and has but few monuments of grandcur. You muft, therefore, 
extend a large portion of patience over thefe communications, and by permitting me: 
to {peak for myfelf, the favourite amufement of all travellers, you will make me a fuffi- 
cient recompenc@#for all the little chagrins which I incurred, and fome folitary hours. 
which I paffed in the courfe of my journey. 

The kafilah direGtor, Aga Ali, and his family, which confifted of his mother, wife, 
and a fervant, having confented that I fhould be received among them in the charaéter 
of an Arab, going on a pilgrimage to Mufchid, I joined the party at an appointed place, 
whither every perfon reforted except the females of our family, on whofe heads, and 
and indeed all parts of them,'many indecent-reproach was thrown. ‘There was no mor- 
tal ill which thefe women did not deferve to feel; but, when women were concerned 
in any undertaking, what good could refult, exclaimed all the enraged Mahometans. 
Night approaching, the kafilah moved, and left Ali to efcort the ladies, in which fervice 
I was alfo retained. On their arrival he began to utter fome angry language 5 but it 
became manifeft that we were members of a female government, which was condueed 
by the mother of Ali. She feemed in her manners not unlike the Afghan lady whom 
I heretofore endeavoured to celebrate, but had lefs fiercenefs and decifion 3 the deficiency, 
1 prefume, arofe from the conftitutional difference between the tempers of an Afghan. 
anda Perfian; for my new dame evinced the fame thirft after fupreme fway, but 


* Chuthmah, in the Perfic, fignifies a natural. fountain. 
exercifed. 
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exercifed it with more mildnefs. Ali remaining at the town-gate to make fome toll 
payments, difpatched the ladies and me, under the charge of his affociates, who, pers - 
ceiving our progrels to be very flow, and the night far advanced, left us with little cere. 
mony. When Ali arrived, he expreffed much refentment at the {candalous defertion 
of his friends, and many thanks for my attention; though I could hear him murmur 
at the indecency of Mahometan women being entrufted to the charge of an infidel. But 
Ali’s honour might have remained fafe in the moft intemperate quarter of the world ; 
and, for my part, I was fo grievoufly loaded by a heavy mufket which he had given 
me to carry, that, had his fpoufe been a Venus, I would not have looked at her. No 
apprehenfion now exifted of a feolding nurfe, a crying child, or a fanatic difputant 5 or, 
indeed, of any thing which could actually offend ; for+my prefent affociate was a bag 
of rice, from whofe good neighbourhood I anticipated much fatisfaction. 

On the evening of the 24th, moved from the Cufhmah, and arrived the next morn- 
ing at Dhey Soorch, four furfungs. Some little cultivation was feen, but the general - 
face of the country bore the fame wild inhofpitable afpeét, as in the eaftern quarter of 
Khorafan. The benefits attached to my new character, were now confpicuoully teftified. 
I was, from my fuppofed fect, entitled Hadji, and much courted by all the paflengers, 
efpecially when the given purpofe of my journey was underftood. No perfon in the 

_ defcription of a Chriftian fhould attempt to make a paflage through thig part of Perfia ; 
fhould it, \through a train of favourable events, be accomplifhed, he will be harraffed 
and defrauded, even on a principle of religion, and ever infulted with impunity. The 
attempt, indeed, I think impracticable, and liable to fubject the adventurer to im. 
minent danger. 

On the 26th, at the Pool, or Bridge of Skebo, three and a half furfungs, in an un- 
cultivated country. This bridge, built of brick and mortar, ftands over a fmall river 
whofe name I could not learn, running to the fouthward or left, and is fordable at 
mott feafons. 

On the 27th, at Corian, a large village, four,and a half furfungs. In this neighbour- 
hood, I faw fome windmills, for grinding corn; they are conftructed on the fame 
principles as thofe of Europe, but inftead of canvas wings, broad leaved flags are fubsti- 
tuted. The toll gatherer at Corian affects to obferve a peculiar vigilance in the execu- 
tion of his office, which he faw occafion to exercife on me. 

Paflengers, proceeding to the weftward, ufually procure a paffport at Herat; but 
being averfe to a mode which might have led to inconvenient explanations, I did 
not apply for this document. The officer, though glad of the omiffion, held out the 
utter impofhibility of paffing without the fignature of government, and argued with much 
delicacy on the crime of difobedience. But feeling fome of my money in his hand, he 
obferved that my cafe admitted a favourable conftru€tion; that I was an Arab, and a 
pilgrim of the holy tomb of Mufchid. He would therefore relax a little, he faid, in fo 
good a caufe. ‘To put money into thy purfe, is as neceffary in Khorafan as it was in 
Venice, with the difference, that there the more decorated the garb, the greater refpeét 
was fhewn to the perfon, whereas in Afia, the fecurity and the comforts of life often de- 
pend on a wary concealment of wealth, and all its appendages. 

- ‘Lhe complaints of Afiatic travellers againft a camel-driver, are not lefs frequent than 
thofe of marine paffengers, in our country, againft the mafter of a fhip, and oftentimes 
with the like want of juft caufe. Men under reftraint and deprived of accuftomed 
amufements, become unreafonable in their defires, and fretful from the natural difap- 
pointment of vain wifhes. The crofs incidents which their fituation neceffarily produces, 
and which a degree of fkill might qualify, are often outrageoufly afcribed to their con- 
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duéor. This preliminary, though militating againft myfelf, I thought but honeft to the 
exhibition of certain charges againft Ali, the kafilah dire@or. The firft thew., that 
having bargained with this Mahometan, on the payment of a ftipulated fum, for a con- 
veyance to Turthifh, he at the firft halting place laid me under a contribution, on a 
pretence of the extraordinary weight of my baggage, though he well knew, that the 
equipment of a mendicant could not have been more flender. ‘This demand was no 
fooner adjuited, than he commenced another attack, not on my purfe, though that was 
weak, but on my fame, which was vulnerable all over. 

Ali feeing me generally addrefled by the title of Hadji, and treated with a marked 
civility, was much mortified, and began to fap the importance I had obtained. He 
whifpered to fome of thofe with whom I affociated, that I was no Hadji, nor even one of 
the true faith. They exprefied great furprize at this information, but blamed him for the 
difclofure ; nor did they ever communicate the {tory to the other paffengers, or abate 
in their former attention. 

On the 2gth at Charfoorch, {even furfings ; a ftation in an uninhabited country, and 
fupplied with one well, whofe water was barely fufficient for the fupply of our party. 

On the goth at Turfala, three anda half furfungs ; a ftation in the defert, near a well 
of brackith water. 

On the tft o&December at Kauff, feven furfungs, a populous, and in this country a 
large village, which maintains a moderate traffic with Herat, Mufchid, and Turthifh. 
Markets and public fhops being only feen in the cities and principal towns of Perfia and 
Afghaniftan, travellers are obliged to apply for provifions to the houfekeepers, who are 
often unable to provide the required quantity. Though Kauff is a village of note, 
bread in no part of it is publicly vended, and having occafion for a three days’ fupply, 
T advanced the required price to a Perfian, who, after keeping me in waiting till ‘mid- 
night, abfconded. Bread and the cheefe of fheep’s milk, when procurable, was my 
common fare; which, with a water beverage, gave me a vigour and ftrength equal to 
the daily fatigue T incurred. And when the inclemency of the weather is confidered, 
and how broken his reft muft be who is carried on the back of the rougheft paced ani- 
mal that moves, thruft alfo intoa crib not half his fize, and ftunned by the loud cla- 
mours of the drivers, you mutt grant that no ordinary texture of conftitution is required 
to accompany the kafilahs in northern Perfia. 

Having witneffed the robuft activity of the people of this country and Afghaniftan, I 
am induced to think, that the human body may fuftain the moft laborious fervices, 
without the aid of animal food. The Afghan, whofe fole aliment is bread, curdled 
milk and water, inhabiting a climate which often produces in one day extreme heat 
and cold, fhall undergo as much fatigue, and exert as much ftrength as the porter of 
London, who copioufly feeds on flefh meat and ale ; nor is he fubjeét to the like acute 
and obftinate diforders. It is a well known fac, that the Arabs of the fhore of the Red 
Sea, who live with little exception on dates and lemons, carry burdens of fuch an extra- 
ordinary weight, that its fpecific mention, to an European ear, would feem romance. 

On the 3d of December at Ruee, four and a half furfungs, a populous village, where 
a fall of fnow produced a change on the face of the land, to which I had been long a 
ftranger. Halted on the ati, on account of the infpeGion of forne goods which had 
been damaged by the weather. ‘Three Perfians, with mytelf, occupied the lower part of 
a wind-mill, which our joint endeavours to defend from the cold were wholly ineffectual ; 
yet my companions feemed little affected by it. ‘They were horfermen, and having no 
attendants, were obliged to clean their cattle, and go im fearch of forage, fuel, and pro- 
vifions ; thefe offices they performed with alacrity, nor did they once fhrink from the 
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boifterous drifts of fnow and a north wind, that, I verily believe, muft have {wept every 
mountain-top in Tartary. My body, which a refidence of twenty years in India, had 
greatly relaxed, and a recent ficknels enfeebled, was open to every touch of ‘thofe 
rude blafts, and I faw, with mortification, a North Briton fcreening himfelf from a cli- 
mate which imparted vigour to an Afiatic. My affociates had been horfemen in the fer- 
vice of Timur Shah, but difgufted at hisill payments, they had retired, and were return- 
ing to their families at Nifhabor. 

On the sth, at Say Day, five and a half furfungs, a finall fortified village, whofe adja. 
cent lands, extending in a valley, feemed to be well cultivated. 

On the 6th, at Afhkara, five furfungs, a {mall fortified village. A great quantity of 
fnow fell on our arrival at this place, and the weather became fo tempeftuous that the 
kafilah could not proceed. Our party went into the fort to feek fhelter, and, after 
earnett entreaties, were conducted into a {mall dark room, barely capable of defending 
us againft the ftorm, which had now fet in with violence. ‘Ihe inhabitants, aware of 
our diftrefs, furnifhed an abundant fupply of fuel, which became as neceffary to our 
exiftence as food; but when the cold was a little qualified, we experienced an urgent 
want of provifions, not an article of which was to be procured at Afhkara. This di- 
lemma difmayed the ftouteft of us, and became the more alarming from the apparently 
fixed {tate of the weather. Yet fuch cordial pleafures are inherent in fociety, that, 
though pent up in a dark hovel, which afforded but a flimfy fhelter againft the mounds 
of fnow furioufly hurled againft it, our good humour with each other, and an ample 
fupply of firing, produced cheerfulnefs and content. 

One of our affociates, who had received a more than ordinary education, and had a 
talte for poetical literature, amuled us with reading Jamis’s ftory of Jofeph and Zulei- 
cha *, which for its {cenes of wondrous pathetic adventure, and the luxuriant genius of 
the poet is happily adapted to foften the rigours of a winter’s day. Nor was our com- 
panion deficient in accompanying the reading with that energetic emphafis and deep 
nafal tone, which in the ealt is thought highly ornamental to the recitation of poetry. 

As our pleafures and our forrows exift largely in the imagination, and as at this. 
period my ideas did not wander beyond the circle of my refidence, I felt comforts in my 
prefent fituation, equal, perhaps, to the enjoyments of the moft refined focieties. How 
often, in the fervour of my heart, have I prayed for the fortitude which is faid to have 
a@uated the ftoic fchool, that I might fhackle, or at leaft qualify the paffions that are 
continually precipitating us into dependence and embarraffments, and eftablith within, 
myfelf a refource for conduéting all the operations of life. But the with was futile, 
nor would the gratification of it accord with the ceconomy of human nature. ' 

The inhabitants of Afhkara were now bufily employed in commemorating the 
death of Huffeyn, the fecond fon of Ali, who was flain at Karibullah, in the vicinity of 
Bagdat, where a monument has been erected to his memory, and whither the Schiahs 
nuincroufly refort, in the firft ten days of the Mahometan month Mohurrum #, to offer 
up their prayers. Huflin, the elder brother, was poifoned by fome female machina- 
tions ; but the celebration of this event, which is noticed at a different period of the 
year, does not produce that tumultuous lamentation, and often dangerous elles, which 
accompany the memory of Huffeyn’s fate. 

A pilgrimage to the tomb of Huffeyn, confers the title of Karribullahee ; which 
claffes next alter the Hadji, and before a Muichidee, an.appellation given to thofe who. 


* The Patriarch of Aigypt. Zuleicha is the name given by the Asabians to the wife of Potiphar. 
+ he Mahometaa months being lunar, the feafts obferved in Ramfar and }Mohburrum are moveable. 
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vilit the fhrine of Mufchid. ‘The pilgrims of Karribullah make grievous complaints of 
the infults and oppreffion of the Turks. Yet it would feem that perfecution inflamies 
and invigorates their fenfe of this religious duty, fo that it is merely rated by the extent 
of difficulty and danger it occurs; for I have known a Schiah travel from the banks of 
the Ganges, to proftrate himfelf at Huffeyn’s tomb, amidit the fcoffs and rigour of the 
Turks. To prevent the Afghans from throwing a ridicule on their obfervance of the 
Mohurrum ceremony, which happened during our halt at Afhkara, the Perfians fhut the 
gate of the fort, and commemorated the day by beating their breafts, and chaunting, in 
a motirnful tone, the praifes of Huffeyn. . 

In India, though the proportion of the fect of Ali is fmall, and Huffeyn only known 
but by his name, this occafion never fails to excite extravagant tokens of grief and 
enthufiafm ; and it often happens, that the mafquerade mourners, impelled by a violent 
agitation of their minds and bodies, and heated alfo by intoxication, commit defperate 
outrages : but the fact is, that all the natives of India, Hindoos and Mahometans, are 
wonderoufly attrated by public exhibitions, and thofe of the mott glaring kind. 
Though any external commemoration of Huffeyn’s death is repugnant to the doétrine 
of the Soonis, thofe of India cannot refift fo alluring an offer of gratifying their love of 
fhow and noife. Many of the Hindoos, alfo, in compliance with this propenfity, and 
the ufage of their Mahometan matters, contribute largely to augment the Mohurrum 
proceflions, I have heard Mr. Schwartz, the Chriftian miffionary on the coaft of Coro- 
mandel, as pious a prieft as ever preached the gofpel, and as ee aman as ever adorned 
fociety, complain that many of his Indian profelytes, difgufted at his church’s want of 
glitter and buftle, take an early opportunity of going over to the Popifh communion, 
where they are congenially gratified by the painted fcenery, by relics, charms, and the 
blaze of fire-works. From Schiahs and Soonis, Proteftants and Roman Catholics, I 
am forcibly brought to the bufinefs of the day. It is the roguery of a camel-driver, 
on whom, fhould you ever travel in Perfia, never put your faith, Ali now gravely 
informed me, that he meant to proceed, on the next day, towards Nifhabor, but that 
he would provide a conveyance for mé to Turfhith onan ass. It was in vain to talk of 
engagements, the injuftice of forfeiting them, or the fum I had advanced 3 and had not 
one of my affociates pleaded my caufe with a fpirit that intimidated him, Ali would have 
laughed at my plea, 

On the 10th, the ftorm having abated, the kafilah moved before day-break, and 
arrived in the evening at Hoondeabad, fix and a half farfungs, a {mall village, fituate in 
a well-cultivated plain, watered by many rivulets. Ali, with an ill grace, procured for 
me one fide of a camel, the other being poifed by a bag of rice, confignéd to the mar- 
ket of Turfhith ; my companions, who hd continued to treat me with much kindnels, 
proceeded from this ftation to Nifhabor, which lies about feventy miles to the north-weft 
of Hoondeabad, 

The divifion of Khorafan, which has been annexed to the Afghan empire, feems to 
be wholly intrufted to the management of Perfians, who, though a conquered people, 
live in the enjoyment of every right, civil or religious, which could have been granted - 
to them under their own princes. We met a party this day returning from the army, 
which Timur Shah had fent to befiege Mufchid. ‘This city, on which depends a {mall 
tract of territory, is governed by Shah Rock, a grandfon of Nadir Shah, and, I believe, 
the only branch of that Prince’g family now in exiftence. 

Shah Rock is the offspring of Mirza Kili, the eldeft fon of Nadir Shah, by a daughter 
of the Sultan Huffeyn, who was driven from the throne of Perfia by Mahmoud the 

* Afghan, 
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Afghan. After Nadir’s death *, the empire fell to the poffeflion of Ali, his nephew, 
who cut off all the defcendants of Nadir, except Shah Rock, then a youth, whom he 
intended to raife nominally to the throne, fhould the Perfians fhew any ftrenuous oppo- 
fition to his government ; but being, ina fhort time after his acceflion, encountered by 
his brother, who, by liberal donations, had collected a ftrong force, Ali was defeated 
and taker prifcierin ihe field. Ibrahim, though at the head of a numerous army, and 
poffefling the fouthern provinces of the empire, faw the impratticability of attaining the 
dominion of Perfia, whilft Shah Rock, who was much beloved in Khorafan, held the 
city of Mufchid, where a large portion of the treafures of Nadir were depofited. 

‘That he might the better fucceed in his defign of feizing tie perfon of Shah Rock, 
his only rival, he declared this Prince, by a lineal defcent from Nadir and the race of 
Sofi, to be the rightful heir of the kingdom, and by public deputation invited him to 
Upahan, that he might there be invelted with the diadem of his anceftors. The adhe- 
rents of Shah Rock, averfe from entrufting him to fo powerful and fufpicious a charge, 
made an advantageous ufe of Ibrahim’s profeflions, by inftalling, with the neceflary 
ceremonials, the young Prince at Mutchid. Ibrahim, baflled in the defign of drawing 
Shah Rock to Hpahan, caufed himfelf to be proclaimed King, and proceeded to reduce 
the chiefs of Khorafan: but fquandering his treafures by an indifcriminate profufion, 
and having difgufted his troops by an injudicious choice of officers, he was betrayed by 
them, and, together with Ali, then his prifoner, delivered to the minifters of Shah Rock, 
who put the brothers to death. 

About this period appeared, it is faid, a defcendant of the ancient Sofi family, who 
had efcaped the maffacre of the times, and improving to his purpofes the diftraction of 
the kingdom and the minority of a young Prince, he fuborned, bya largefs, and ex- 
tenfive promifes, a party in the court of Mufchid ; and having procured, at a fecret 
hour, admittance into the palace of Mufchid, he feized the perfon of Shah Rock, and 
deprived him of fight. This aé& was foon punifhed by the death of the perpetrator ; 
but Shah Rock, cut off by this calamity from the hope of empire, was contented to 
remain at Mufchid, in the poffeffion of a very limited revenue. 

He has two fons, Nadir Mirza, and Wulli Neamut, who are waging againft each other 
an inveterate predatory war. Wulli Neamut being driven from the city, has collected 
a body of cavalry, which, in Khorafan, are ever ready to rove in queft of plunder, and 
are at this time levying a general contribution on every village, karavan, and traveller, 
within his power or reach, not fparing even the pilgrims. After an ineffectual effort 
to enter the city, he folicited the affiftance of Timur Shah, who fent a {mall army to 
join him, and befiege Mufchid; but their knowledge of artillery is fo limited, that the 
Afghans, after the campaign of a year, have only been enabled to ftraiten the fupplies 
of the befieged. 

‘When the extenfive conquefts of the Afghans in Perfia are confidered, the fpacious 
empire which they have fo recently founded, and their general reputation for military 
prowefs, I felt a fenfible difappointment at feeing their armies, compofed of a tumultuous 
body, without order or common difcipline. It is feen, however, that they were good 
foldiers under Ahmed Shah, who, himfelfa Prince of confpicuous military talent and a 
difcerning patron of merit, was empowered to give his troops that force which they 
conftitutionally poffefs. Yet even under this famed leader, the Afghans, impetuous 
and haughty, from the form of their government, were never an obedient foldiery ; 
and the fevere encounters which Ahmed Shah experienced from the Sicques, when he 


* Nadir Shah was aflaffinated at the the age of fixty years, near Mufchid, in the month of June 1744. 
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ultimately evacuated the Punjab, are attributed to the defertion of his troops, who, 
already enriched by the plunder of India, retired in large bodies to their own country. 

Though far fhort of the opinion I had formed of it, the Afghan army is much fupe- 
rior to that of Perfia at the prefent day, who long deprived of a monarch, and fub- 
jected either to a foreign yoke or the precarious authority of petty chieftains, have loft 
with their patriotifm the fpirit of enterprize. It appears that the Perfians have been 
ever ill acquainted with the ufe of fire-arms, and that their grand fuccefles were obtained 
by the formidable ontet of their cavalry. Little other proof, indeed, is required of their 
want of fkill, than a review of Nadir’s long fiege of Bagdad, which, though a fortilica- 
tion of mean tenability, bailed all his efforts. © ‘he match-lock-piece is the common 
weapon of a Perfian foot foldicr, except in the province of Auderbeijan, and in fome 
parts of Shirvan and Dhaghiitan, where the ufe of the fpring-lock muiket has been 
adopted from the Turks ; but the ridicule which has been thrown on this practice by 
the body of the people, wiil probably long prevent its general introduétion. ‘I'he 
feverity of the winter feafon has now obliged the Afghan army to retire into quarters, 
and afforded a temporary relief to the inhabitants of Mufchid, who began to feel a want 
of provifions. 

The young chief of this city, in defiance of the reprefentations of his clergy, has 
coined into current f{pecie fuch of thofe ornaments with which the oftentatious zeal of the 
Schiahs had for two centuries been decorating the tomb of Mooza Reza, as had been 

referved from former depredations. Even Nadir, the avowed foe of priefthood, made 
his offering at the fhrine of Mufchid. But his defcendant, fearing the whole fabric 
would fall into the unhallowed hands of his enemies, has wifely facrificed a part to 
prevent a total deftruction. Yet his efforts will probably be fruitlefs ; for if the Af- 
ghans return to the fiege, they will derive a confiderable aid from the low fate ef the: 
Mulfchid treafury, which I am informed is nearly confumed. While the priefts inveigh 
with fufficient acrimony againft the facrilegious feizure of Nadir, Mirza, there is no 
limit to their invedtives againft his brother, on whom they deprecate the fevercit divine 
vengeance, for calling in the inveterate foes of their religion, to the deftruction of the 
only facred city left in the poffeffion of the fect of Ali. . 

On the 11th at Fidgeroot, a fmall fort, three and a half furfungs, fituated in a culti- 
tivated and generally a plain country, in whofe vicinity are feen many fortified villages. 

On the 12th at Dochabad, four and a half furfungs, a populous open village, pro- 
tected by an adjoining fort, and diftinguifhed by a manufaéture of raw filk. ‘he dif- 
tri€ts of Dechabad form the weftern boundary of the dominion of Timur Shah, which, 
in adireétion from Kafhmire to this place *, occupy, by a grofs computation, a {pace 
of Brith miles. Were this {pacious extent of territory governed by 
as vigorous and enterprifing a Prince, as it is peopled by a brave and hardy race-of men,. 
the entire conqueft of Perfia would not be of difficult attainment. But Timur Shah 
inherits no portion of his father’s genius, and his power is feldom feen or felt, except 
fome object of wealth, and of fafe accomplifhment, be held out to his avarice. The 
exiflence of the Emperor is then felt, and, for the day, dreaded. Here I am checked 
by a fear that thefe opinions may be thought prefumptuous and dogmatical, and that 
from flender opportunities of acquiring information, I have decided with an unwarrant- 
able peremptorinefs on the charaCter of a Prince, in whofe country I have been but a 
mere fojourner. J have only to urge, that the language whiclr I have held, is prevalent 








* It is to be noted, that fome petty chiefships, lying between Kafhmire and the Indus, are held by inde- 
pendent Afghans, 
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in the country, and its truth ftrongly marked in all the operations of government, 
which come before the public eye. 

On the 13th at Koot, fix furfungs, a village dependent on the chief of Turfhith. 
From the vicinity of Dochabad, a wafte extends to this place, on which is neither an 
inhabitant, or the leaft token of vegetation; and it fhould feem that nature had 
interpofed this barren fand to preclude the aflaults of war, and even difcourage a 
difpofition to focial intercourfe. othe north, extends a lofty chain of mountains 
covered with fnow *, and the other quarters fhew a tract of fand, thinly marked, with 
craggy hills. ; 

the proprietor of the camel on which I rode, had carried me to Koot, his place 
of refidence, fearing to carry his wares, principally compofed of rice, to the town of 
"Turfhith, leaft the chief fhould take it at an arbitrary price. He told me that his 
cattle were not deftined for that place, whither I might purfue my way in the beft 
manner I liked, except on his camel. The fort of Turfhifh being at no greater 
diftance than two miles, I would have proceeded without hefitation, could I have 
carried my baggage, which, though of little value, was too heavy a load for me. 
After much intreaty it was tranfported, at my charge, on the back of an afs t, to the 
karavanfera at Turfhith ; there I found every apartment occupied ; but the application 
of a fmall piece of money to the gate-keeper, who regulates the diftribution of quarters, 
introduced me to a lodging, occupied by only one perfon. The ftranger accofted me 
with evident tokens of joy, obferving, that the folitary life he had paffed at Turthifh, 
was very tirefome to him, and that he expected a cordial relief from my company. 
‘This reception was happily adapted to my purpofe, and promifed my Mahometan. 
character a fair introduction. It was agreed that a joint board fhould be kept, that 
my affociate, yet weak from a late ficknefs, fhould prepare the victuals, and that I 
fhould furnith the water, and a laborious duty it was, there being no good water at a 
nearer ciftance than a mile. 

Here I muft inform you, that this was by no means a degrading duty, and is 
performed by travellers of a rank much fuperior to that I held, and alfo that few 
travellers in this country, of whatever condition, exhibit any appearance of wealth, 
fearing the oppreffions of government, and the licentious exactions of the toll-gatherers. 
Even men of opulence do not carry a fervant. 

Previoufly to the commencement of a journey, focieties are formed at a place of 
rendezvous, where the different offices are allotted to cach ; the moft robuft generally 
provide the water ; fome are employed in the kitchen, while others’ go in queft of 
provifions and provender for the cattle. Should no prior opportunity have offered to 
fix fuch a {cheme, it is adjufted on the firft halting day, and preferved on a cordial 
footing throughout the journey. _It is not to be inferred that certain attentions are not 
alfo fhewn to the men of rank, who attach themfelves to thefe parties. When known, 
and they are foon diftinguifhed, they become, by common confent, exempt from the 
more laborious occupations, and all aged perfons are invariably treated with a refpeftful 
indulgence. My prefent companion, whofe name 1 never knew or afked, was overcatt 
with a fixed melancholy referve: nor, could I extrac from him other information, 
than that he had laft come from Afterabad. But he ftudioufly avoided giving me any 


* 3 road leads over thefe mountains to Mufchid, which is faid to be one hundred miles north-weft from 
Turthith, and about thirty miles to the northward of Nifhabor. 

+ The Perfian affes are of a ftrong make, and much ufed by dealers in fmall and ordinary wares. [ 
have feen the conveyance of large parties, confifting of thofe animals, which appear to be more ative, and 
endure more fatigue than thofe of England. 
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intelligence of the affairs of that province, efpecially of the Ruffian trade there, which 
I much defired to know, and of which he muft be informed ; and though he feemed 
to like my company, or perhaps my affiftance, he foon became to me an unpleafant 
colleague. In a few days, his departure to Herat left me fole tenant of a dark folitary 
lodging, with the advantage, and with the privilege of being unrefervedly admitted 
into the fociety of the karavanfera, as a pure Mahometan. 

In the courfe of vacancies, I got poffeflion of a more commodious apartment, in 
the corner of which I found, at firft entrance, a decent looking old man fmoking his 
pipe. On enquiry it appeared, that he was then wholly at large; but that his ufual 
fubfiftence arofe from vending certain fpells, which were powerfully efficacious in 
conferring every {pecies of worldly happinefs, and confequently in the preclufion of 
all evil. Yet he was willing to fhut up his book, he faid, fhould any other profpect 
of maintenance be held out. This being the perfon I was in fearch of, I made him 
a cordial tender of my affiftance, and invited him to a participation of my fare. ‘The 
offer came to him, poor man, at a convenient feafon. It was now the depth of winter, 
and he honeftly confeffed to me, that his charms had fo bad a run at Turfhifh, that 
even a fcanty meal was earned with difficulty. 

The mollah, which was the title he had derived from his profeffional fkill, with a 
natural good temper, had acquired an accommodating difpofition ; he was all things 
te all men; and he found a full exercife of thofe qualities during our aflociation. 
‘The little regularity 1 obferved in our domettic fyftem, cfpectally in the hours of eating, 
was fubject of frequent complaint to the mollal, who applied to the bufinels of the 
kitchen, in which he had attained an eminent proficiency, with an active attention ; 
nor was Sancho more attached to its produce ; and he alfo reprehended my difregard 
to thofe difhes which he moft favoured. His cenfure generally conveyed an ejaculation 
of furprize, at the neglect of a concern the moft important to man, or at ‘my bad 
tafte, which he alledged, muft have been vitiated in the courfe of my journeying through 
barbarous countries. 

Having enjoyed during my acquaintance with this mollah fo many conveniencies, 
and fo pleafing a quiet of mind, I often review the fcene with fenfible emotions of 
pleafure. For my ftrength, as well as my fpirits, had been much exhautted by the 
fatigues of the road, and various moleftations neceffarily incident to a traveller of my 
defcription. The cold being intenfe, and the country covered with fnow, it became 
expedient, in the firft inftance, to lay in a ftock of fuel, which is a dear commodity 
at Turfhith, thaf we might, at leaft; communicate an external heat to our bodies ; 
for our creed precluded any interior cordial, nor durft we even mention its name. 
But we were moderately recreated by a whofefome diet, large fires, a clean hearth, 
with plenty of Perfian tobacco, which is of a moft excellent kind *, When I have 
contemplated the progrefs of my affociate in his culinary occupation, in mixing with 
care and earneftnels the ingredients of a hodge-podge, ftirring it vigoroufly with a 
large wooden fpoon, blowing and arranging the fire, till his eyes were red, I have 
been prompted to compare him to a Pruffian ferjeant, immerfed in the fury and 
enthufiafm of drilling a {quad of recruits, and cudgelling into their bodies all the ability 
of their brains. Nor could one of our minute virtuofos have been more inflated with 


pride at the difcovery of a new fpecies of fnail, than the mollah, in demonftrating the 
qualities of fome favourite dith. ; 


5 = That produced at Tubbus, a town about one hundred milcs to the fouth-weft of 'Turthith, is efteemed 
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The excellent fervices of my companion now left me at liberty to walk about the 
town, colleé information, and frequent the public baths. In the evening we were 
always at home, when the mollah, at the conclufion of our meal, either read a ftory 
ef Yufuff aud Zuleicha, which he did but lamely, or opening his book of fpells, he 
would expound the virtues of his noftrums, which embraced fo wide a compafs, that 
few difeafes of the mind or body could refift their force. They extended from recalling 
to the paths of virtue, the fteps of a frail wife, and filencing the tongue of a icolding 
one, to curing chilblains and deftroying worms. His practice, he told me, had been 
more extenfive ‘han profitable, being chiefly employed by the lower claffes of people ; 
the rich rarely fought his aid. He was meditating, he faid, which I had now obviated, 
a journey to Mufchid, where he would have been enabled to pafs the winter, a 
feafon always of anxious care to him ; as for the fummer he never beftowed a thought 
on it. 

The duty of religion fat rather loofely on the mollah, for out of the five daily 
prayers *, he ufually ftrack off four, and on many days the omiflion was total. 
But obferving that I was yet more relaxed, he would gravely cenfure my negligence 5 
not that I was degraded in his opinion, but it was neceffary, he faid, to maintain a 
decorum of manners, that the people of the karavanfera might not make unfavourable 
remarks. The {piritand tendency of themollah’s obfervation, whenimpartially confidered, 
difclofes the grand tenure by which the religion of Mahomet is at this day held. It is 
on the daily recital of five prayers t, wathing as often, and a reftrition from a certain 
food, that the Mahometan builds his hope of Paradife. And the reputation of fuch 
a perfon, in Perfia, is equal to that of our men of virtue, honour, and humanity. 
Even to that of our man of fathion. 

On the other fide, he that thall neglect thefe ceremonies, though he may execute, 
to an ample extent, the duties of a good citizen, is branded with the general mark 
of contumely ; and fhould his condition of life not be fufliciently eminent to command 
refpett, he is cut off from many of the benefits of fociety. ‘That I may point out to 
you more efpecially the opinion of a Mahometan on the effential efficacy of forms, I 
am induced to relate an obfervation of the mollah. In {peaking of an Afghan, who 
had himfelf accefs to the Karavanfera by an agreeable and friendly difpofition, he faid, 
that he willingly fub{cribed to the compafs of his moral merits, but was forry to fee them 
vitiated by offering up bis prayers with folded hands. Does it not aftonifh you, that 
the mind of a creature fo exquifitely formed by the great Lord of nature, fhould have 
become fo ftrongly fettered by the fhackles of prejudice, fhould have formed ideas fo 
derogatory of his infinite benevolence, as to be fearful of approaching his altar but in 
certain pofitions and fleétions of the body ? 

‘Travelling once with fome Perfians on a fultry day, and over an ill-watered country, 
the party unexpectedly approached a fmall ftream, where, haftily difmounting, I 
drank a cup of water with avidity, one of the Perfians who ftood near me, cried out 
in an earneft tone, while I was finifhing the draught, to referve a little in the bottom 
of the veflel, and throw it on the ground with an execration on the memory of 


* The firft, a fhort one, is faid before the break of day; the fecond on the earlieft appearance of light, 
a period ufually denominated the Wokt Nemaz, or time of prayer; the third about two hours before fun 
fet; the fourth at the clofe of the evening, this is alfo termed the Wokt Nemaz’; and the fifth in the 
courfe of the night. The fecond and fourth prayers are moft regularly obferved. 

+ T have feen crave long-bearded Mahometans, retire a few fteps from the exhibition of a lcicivions dance, 
and in the fame apartment kneel to their prayers, which haftily muttering, they returned to the 


amufement. 
Yezid, 
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Yezid *. On feeing that not a drop remained, he viewed me with evident marks of 
deteftation, and pronounced me a kaufir. But Perfia has long loft her men of 
genius and philanthropy. The day of Ferdoufi, Sadi, and Hafiz, is fet in barbarous 
darknefs ; and little elle is now written or liftened to, except the legends of priefts, 
or the chimerical exploits of the twelve Imaums, which nearly quadrate in ftyle and 
matter with our renowned nurlery hiftories of Tom Thumb, or Jack the Giant-killer ; 
though with a more pernicious effect ; for the Perfian writings ftrongly tend to eternife 
amongtt them a rancorous hatred to all thofe of a different creed. 

It is recorded that the cotemporaries of Hafiz were {fo much offended at his bold 
difquifitions on the religion of the Koran, and -witty ftrictures on the loofe conduct of 
the clergy, that at his death they hefitated to perform the ufual obfequies. Yet the lat- 
ter Perfians have not only acquitted Hafiz of any charge of irreligion, though almoft 
every page of the poet refutes the pofition, but they affert, that under the cloak of 
his {portive, pleafurable exhortations, he defcribes the excellency of their faith, and 
the future happinels of pious Mahometans. 

While the mollah and I were enjoying the comforts of a commodious apartment, 
and favoury meffes, made in rotation, of beef, mutton, and camel's fiefh, on a fudden, 
every room of the karavanfera was tumultuoufly filled by a large body of pilgrims f from 
the fhrine of Mufchid. What an exuberance of zeal muft have animated thefe de- 
votees! which neither fo diftant and perilous a journey could deter, or the inclement 
feafon of the year cool. ‘The prefent winter was accounted more rigorous than had 
been for fome years remembered, particularly in the quarter of Mufchid and Nifhabor, 
where two of thefe pilgrims had perifhed in the fnow, and others had loft their limbs by 
the feverity of the froft. —~ 

In that band, which rufhed into our apartment, was a perfon who feemed to take 
the avowed lead; he was better equipped than his affociates, and wore on his head the 
infignia of a hadji § ; a pilgrim, who fupplied the place of a fervant, began to reconnoitre 
the room, and as foon as “he noticed its fituation, he diflodged, without ceremony, and 
with much facility, from one of its corners, the very portable chattles of our poor 
mollah; and in the voice of authority, declared the place affigned to the ufe of the 
hadji, whom he reprefented to be of fuperior rank and importance. 

The hadji took his feat with a folemn air, and looking haughtily round he threw his 
eyes on me, and immediately afked, or rather demanded my name and bufinefs. ‘The 
queftion was conveyed in a manner which fully evinced the power of the inierrogator; 
indeed I quickly faw, from the party’s deference to him, the neceflity of obferving a 
refpectful conduct to this fuperb Mahometan. I told him that I was an Arab, travel- 
ling to Mufchid; but judge of my confufion, when the hadji began to {peak in my 
fuppoled language. Endeavouring to fupprefs my embarraflment at fo complete a con- 
viction of falfity, I obferved, that I had affumed the name of an Arab, for the pur- 
pole of travelling with more fafety ; but that | was a native of Kafhmire, proceeding 
on a mercantile concern to Mazanderan. Such ftories, which in the eaft may be 
defcribed by the {moother term, fimulation, are in common ufe among Afiatic travel- 
lers; and unlefs other teftimony corroborates their relations, little credit is given, nor 
is much expected. It is fufficient that their true ftory remains concealed. 


* The chief who flew Hufleyn the fon of Ali. 

+ They were chiefly inhabitants of Tabrid, the ancient Taurus, 1 believe, a town in the province 
af Anderbeijan. 

€ in Perfa it is a ftrip of cloth, commonly green, rolled on the edge of the cap. 


4 This 
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This emendation of my account produced no apparent furprize, nor any further 
interrogation ; and from the mode of the hadji’s behaviour, it was evident that I had 
not fuffered in his opinion. The laft year of my life had been occupied in an invaried. 
feene of difguife, with a language wholly fabricated to preferve it; fo that, God 
forgive me, I never wanted a ready tale for current ufe. I have now only to hope, 
that when it may be no longer expedient to fupport the part hitherto fo fuccefstully 
maintained, I fhall be enabled to throw off the cloak with all its garniture for ever. 
The hadji was a refident of Balfrofh, the principal town of Mazanderan, where he 
maintained a confiderable traffic; he had joined the Tabrez pilgrims at Mufchid, and 
was now on the way back to his own province. The occafion of accompanying this 
party was not to be foregone; as few roads are of more dangerous paflage, than that 
from Turfhifh to the Cafpian fea, and confequently not much frequented. The hadji,. 
to whom I applied for a paflage to Balfrofh, affected to lay various obftacles in my: 
way, and feeing my anxiety to proceed, he made his bargain conformably, that is, he 
ftipulated for a double amount of the ufual hire. 

The territory of Turfhifh, which takes in about — miles from eaft to weft, 
and nearly half that fpace in latitudinal direétion, is held by Abedullah, an independent 
Perfian chief; he feems to be forty years of age, has a refpeétable appearance, and 
affumes that air of gravity which ftrongly pervades the manners of the high claffes of 
Mahometans. His adminiftration is well liked by the people, who feem to aét and 
fpeak very much at their eafe. Paffengers are never interrogated, nor is a paffport. 
required. 

“Adjoiaing to old Turfhith, called alfo Sultanabad, which is of fmall compafspand 
furrounded with a wall, Abedullah has built a new town, in an angle of which: ftands* 
the karavanfera, the only one I have feen in Perfia, which is not interiorly. fupplied 
with water. The chief and his officers refide in the new. quarter, where is alfo held: 
the market, which the inhabitants fay has not been fo well fupplied fince the Afghan 
troops have laid watte the diftricts of Mufchid, and thereby. impeded the traffic of this 
quarter of Khorafan. 

The trade of Turthith arifes chiefly from the import of indigo and other dyes from 
the weftward, woollen cloths and rice, which: is fcantily produced in the vicinity, from 
Herat. And the chief article of export feems to be iron, wrought in. thick plates. 
The {mall quantity of European cloths required at Turfhith is brought: from. Mazan. 
deran, by the way of Shahroot, or from Ghilan, by the: way of the great road of 
Yezd. About one hundred Hindoo families, from Moultan and: Jeflilmere, are efta- 
blifhed in this town, which is the extreme limit of their emigration. on this fide of Per. 
fia; they occupy a quarter in which no Mahometan is permitted to refide, and where 
they conducted bufinefs without moleftation or infult: and-I was-not.a little furprized 
to fee thofe of the Bramin fect, diftinguifhed. by. the-appellation of Peerzadah, a'title 
which the Mahometans ufually beftow on the defcendants of their prophet.. Small 
companies of Hindoos are alfo fettled at Muichid, Yezd; Kachan, Cafbin, and fome 
parts of the Cafpian fhore; and more extenfive focietics in the different towng of. the 
Perftan Gulph, where they maintain a navigable commerce with the weftern.coaft of 
India. 

The departure of our kafilah now drawing near, the hadji purchafed’a horfe for my 
conveyance, with the money which I had advanced ; but not thinking my weight and 
baggage a fufficient burthen for the animal, by no means a robutt one, he added two 
heavy parcels of dyeing ftuifs, on which I was to be feated. This was the mott rapa- 
cious Mahometan I had yet known ;. not fatisfied .with the firft extortion,. he urged me, 
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without intermiffion, for a loan of mofiey; even the moft trifling fum; in other words, 
h wanted to cheat me. There are, J -bélieve, few fuch men amongft us as Hadji 
Mahomed. He had the reputation ef being an opulent merchant, and he was con- 
nected with perfons of the firft rank in his country 3 his deportment was grave and dig- 
nified ; his manners in common intercourfe were fo forcibly infnuating, that he never 
failed to pleafe, even thofe who knew and had experienced his ill qualities; he had, 
on the oftenfible {coré of devotion, made pilgrimages in Arabia, ‘[urkey, and Perfia; he 
prayed with undeviating regularity five times in the day, befides a long roll of fuperero- 
gatory orifons. Yet this man of property and rank, of polite manners, and orofeffed 
fanctity, having in vain aimed at a larger fum, importuned me in abje& language 
to lend or give him half-a-crown. But my feelings having become callous, from a 
long affociation, I fuppofe, with thofe who had none, I was enabled to withftand, with 
intrepid coolnefs, the intreaties of the hadji, who feemed to take the refufal nothing 
amifs; indeed, I imagine, he accounted me a perfon of difcretion, and converfant in 
the bufinefs of the world. 

That I might the better guard againft a fufpicion of the character I reprefented, 
efpecially in the mind of the hadji, who to his other acquirements united unfatiable 
inquifitivenels, I told him that I was a Sooni, imagining that the low eftimation in 
which this fe@ is held in Perfia, would prevent further notice. The hadi did not 
approve of this character, which was rarely feen, and much abhorred in this part of 
the country ; nor would it be fafe for a Sooni, he faid, to travel in the fociety of Schiah 
pilgrims, who, elevated by their late purification at Mufchid, would affume a merit 
of infulting and ill treating me. 

By the council of Hadji Mahomed I became a Schiah, and was received among the 
pilgrims without a feruple. It was, believe me, with no little concern, that I parted 
from the mollah, who had been to me an ufeful as well as a pleafant companion ; and 
in the unreferved intercourfe which had for fome days fubfifted between us, I expe- 
rienced a pleafure, the more fenfible, as my fituation before had been folitary and irk. 
fome. In his dealings, I found him punétually honeft, for conceiving an attachment 
to this harmlefs conjuror, I ufed to make enquiries at the places where he made his 
purchafes for me, but never difcovered a falfe charge. 

On the morning of the 28th of December, left Turfhith, and about noon arrived 
at the village of Killeelabad, two and a half furfungs. Our party, confifting of about 
fix or feven perfons, the Tabrez having not yet joined, halted at a {mall karavanfera, 
where being plentifully fupplied with fuel by one of the villagers, to whom our hadji 
was known, we paffed a cold {nowy night very comfortably. 

On the 29th, at Hadjiabad, a fmall fort, three furfungs. When the chief of this 
place was informed that Hadji Mahomed was our leader, for though of a diftant pro- 
vince, he was well known in Khorafan, we were invited to the fort, and hofpitably 
entertained. 

This day my horfe gave many tokens of inability to fupport the heavy burthen that 
had been laid upon him. He eat little, {fweated much, and often ftumbled. In one 
of his inclinations, I was thrown from my elevated feat, with a violent fhock, and re- 
ceived a violent contufion.on the hand. Inftead of exprefling any concern at the dif- 
after, the hadji tharply reprehended my want of fkill, and predicted ill fuccefs to my 
undertakings. 

At Hadjiabad the pomegranates are of a delicious flavour, a property indeed of 
this fruit in moft parts of Perfia. It has a thin foft tkin, and contains a large quantity 
of juice, than which nothing, im hot weather, or after fatigue, can be more grateful. 

1E There 
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There is a {pecies of the pomegranate, in Perfiag and alfo in Afghaniftan, whofe gran- 
ules are without feed, called the Redana * ; it is of a fuperior kind, and generaliy fcarce. 

On the 3oth, at Nowblehuckum, three furfungs, a large and populous village, 
where our party was joined by the Tabrez pilgrims. From Turfhith to this place, 
the general direction of the road lay about weft; the country is open and weil culti- 
vated, but like the eaftern divifion of Khorafan, fcantily fupplied with wood and run- 
ning water. At this place, my endeavour to procure a {tock of wheat bread, to fup- 
port me during a three or four days’ journey over a defart, which lay in the road, was 
wholly fruitlefs. ‘he number of applicants for a like provifion was fo great, and 
theirgrguments, from.the late meritorious fervice they had performed, was fo much 
more eflicacious than mine, that I was obliged to reft fatisfied with a few barley cakcs. 

Being thrown, by a fort of chance, for the two laft days, into the company of a 
Ghilan feid, who had been making the pilgrimage of Mufchid, we agreed after a fhort 
preliminary, to place in a common ftock our provifions and good offices. Man, you 
know, of all created beings, is the leaft fitted, and the leaft defirous to live alone. 
It is true, that ifnot funk by vice, or fafcinated by diffipation, he will occafionally fly 
from the fatigues of bufinels, the rapid hurry of crowds, and fecking the thade of 
retirement, folace and exercife his intellectual faculties. But when he has breathed 
out his day of contemplation, he is often feen returning from the world he fled from, 
with a fond folicitude. It is not for me to expatiate on the pleafures and ufes of 
fociety, the fubject has for ages fallen under the moft extenfive and erudite difcuflion ; 
nor can the pen of a journalift give it additional luftre. _I will now only obferve, that 
after a tedious fatiguing journey, it was with a high relifh I fat down to a homely meal 
with the feid, whofe remarks and fingular opinions on the fubjeét of religion, never 
failed to give amufement and information. 

On the 31ft, at Durroona, feven furfungs, a fmall village, fituate near the weftern 
boundary of the territory of Abedullah ; the road led, in a weftern direction, through 
a barren country. In croffing a fteep rivulet, during this day’s journey, -my horfe 
precipitated me, with hadji’s bags of dye, into the middle of it, where we were dif- 
covered lying by this now enraged Mahometan. He {mote his beard until his anger 
found utterance, when he poured on me a torrent of abufe; and charging his ill- 
fortune to my fcandalous omiflion of the ftated prayers of a Mufflulman, he declared 
that 1 fhould indemnify the lofs of his paint to the lait farthing. 

On the rfl of January 1784, having travelled eight furfungs through a defart, 
which was interfperfed with low hills, and a thin fcattering wood, we halted on an 
eminence, whcre the fnow which covered it fupplied our water. My horfe became so 
much enfeebled, that he was unable to carry me with the other part of his load; and 
I fhould have been left on the ground, had not fome of the paffengers, who were ap- 
prized of the extraordinary fum which J had paid for hire, warmly expoftulated with 
the hadji on the injuftice of his condu&. Somewhat abafhed at the remonftrancée, and 
fearful, perhaps, of a more generz! attack on the many weak fides of his charaéter, 
the hadji procured a horfe from a perfon who was proceeding two ftages on our road, 
and who, fora fmall gain, confented to difmount and incur an exceflive fatigue. 

The domeftic affociate of Hadji Mahomed having feen his patron treat me with neg 
le€&t_and often with rudenefs, thought hat he might with impunity indulge a like fpirit; 
but fecing no reafon to fhew him the aefpect which I obferved to the hadji, I was pro- 
voked this evening to give him a fmart chaftifement, and in the Enghth manner; a 
fpecies of attack as novel to him as it was eificacious,and which furprized the pilgrims, 
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who beftowed on me’a general applaufe.. In this occurrence you will perceive the 
effential. advantages of my Mahometan charaéter: for, in my real one, no affront, 
however infolent. or opprobrious, could have warranted any active refentment ; the 
only refource would have been a filént patience; it is, indeed, often neceflary to 
affuage the offender's wrath, to avert a further outrage. The penalty that would pro- 
bably be inflitted on a Chriftian hardy enough to lift his hand, in this part of Perfia, 
againft a Mahometang would be a heavy fine, or fevere corporeal punifhment. 

The Armenians, Wo vifit moft of the quarters of weftern Afia, are feldom feen on 
this road, dreading equally the inimical difpofition and inveterate prejudices of the in- 
habitants to all thofe of a different faith, and the incurfions of the Turkoman Tagtars:. 

On the ad, at Towrone, five furfungs, a {mall fortified village, fituate in the diftrias. 
of Ifmael Khan, an independent chief, who alfo claims the defert, extending from 
Deronne to this place: nor is it probable that the property will ever be difputed.. 
Many travellers, it is faid, have perithed in this track, from the intenfe heats, and a. 
fcarcity of water, which, in the courfe of the firft ftage, is procured but in one fpot,. 
by digging {mall wells: 

We learned that a party of fifty Turkoman horfe had yefterday paffed under the. 
walls of Towrone, in the way to their own country. Thefe fierce free-booters, who. 
wage a common war on the Perfians, enflave as well as plunder thofe who fall into. 
their hands. To prevent an efcape, the captives are fent into the interior parts of the 
country, where theysare employed in tending the numerous droves of cattle and horfes 
with which Tartary abounds, They are alfo occafionally fold to the Kalmucks, the 
moft rude and favage of all the Tartar race *. A flavery with thefe is {poken of with, 
horror, and accoynted worfe than death. The Turkomans of this day are a tribe of 
no important note; and their military operations are directed chiefly to the attack of 
karavans and defencelels villages. They are no longer that great and powerful people 
which produced a Zinjis anda Timur, the conquerors of Afia, whofe pofterity were 
feen in this country, feated on the moft {plendid throne of the world. It is now re- 
ceived asa general pofition of hiftory, that thofe immenfe bodies of foldiers which 
fpread over and ultimately fubdued the dominion of Rome, under the names of Goths. 
and Vandals, were the ‘lartars of Bochara, Kheiva, and the fhores of the Cafpian.. 
The prefent chief of the Turkoman tribe refides at Bochara, where he keeps a mo-. 
derate court, and exercifes a very limited power. ‘The Tartars of the more eaftern re~ 
gions, the modern conquerors of China, who may be ranged under the common de- 
fignation of Kalmucks and Monguls, are divided into various roving herds, and would. 
feem to be no longer a caufe of dread to the fouthern nations of Afia. 


© One of the names of anative of Tartary, in the language of his country, is.Tatter, and T'attaur. 
Having often indulged a curiofity in fearching for the etymology of Afiatic names, which, though not 
tending to the developement of any important facts, may reflect fubordinate lights, I have been induced 
to infert them in this place. 

The term Ferung, or Ferringhee, a name commonly applied at this day among moft of the nations of. 
Afia, except the Chinefe, feems to be derived from Frank, an appellation by which the Crufade Chriftians 
were indifcriminately defcribed by the inhabitants of Afia Minor. : 

Saracen, one of the names formerly given to the people of Arabia, may, on a ground fair enough, be 
deduced from Sahara, which, in the Arabic, fignifies a defart, and may, with equal propriety, be given 
to the inhabitant of a barren region, as the term Highlander, among us, to the refident of a mountainous 
country ; and [ am the more induced to adopt the probable truth of this derivation, as it was pointed out 
to me by the moft accurate fcholar (the prefent Archbifhop of York) of our country. 

The Mahometan fubjeéts of the Ottoman empire are known in Europe by the common name of Turks, 
which immediately accords with one of the grand defignations ufed by the ‘Tartars, who wrefted that region 
from the Arabian khaliphat; and a caufe of a fimilar nature has probably induced many of the Hindoo 
traders to apply the fame denomination to the Mahometan s of India, 
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Preparing this morning to proceed, I could neither find the horfe ¥ had ridden yef- 
terday, nor its mafter, who it appeared had proceeded alone, an hour befalf- the 
departure of the party. The road being covered with a deep fnow, it was with great 
_ fatigue and exertion I could overtake the deferter, who frankly faid, that he was ap~ 

prehenfive of not being paid by the hadji, but, that if 1 would anfwer for the payment 
of the hire, I might immediately mount his fteed. The adjuftment being fpeedily made, 
I rode on to Towrone ; from whence J fent back this fame perfongon whom moncy had. 
irrefiftible force, to bring the hadji’s tired horfe, which, I leaffted from fome of the 
paflengers, was fcarcely able to crawl. Fearful of being altogether abandoned by 
Hadj. Mahomed, 1 found it neceffary to {peak to him in unreferved language, which was 
ftrongly fupported by a Perfian merchant, whofe notice t had acquired, and, after much 
oppofition, became fuccefsful. 

On the 3d, the kafilah halted in a defert, eight furfungs, at a {mall ftream, the only 
. water feen in the courfe of this day’s journey; the Ghilan feid and I had filled our 
bottle for mutual ufe, and the bread, cheefe, and onions, which fupplied our evening 
meal, giving me a violent thirft, I made frequent applications to our water ftock, The 
feid, feeing that I had taken more than.a juit portion, required that the refidue fhould 
be referved for his ceremonial ablutions. 

While the feid retired to pray, I went in fearch of fuel, and returning firft to our 
quarter, J haftily drank off the remaining water, and again betook myfelf to wood-cut- 
ting, that I might not be difcovered near the empty veffel by my affociate, who had. 
naturally an irafcible temper. When I fuppofed he had returned from his prayer, I 
brought in a large load of wood, which I threw on the ground with an air of great 
fatigue, and of having done a meritorious fervice. “ Aye,” fays he, “ while I, like 
a true believer, have been performing my. duty to God, and you toiling to procure us 
firing for this cold night, fome hardened kaurir, who I with may never drink again 
in this world, has plundered the pittance of water which was fet apart for my ablutions.”” 
He made ftriét fearch among our neighbours for the perpetrator of this robbery, as he 
termed it ; but receiving no fatisfattory information, he deliberately delivered him or 
ae to the charge of every devil in the infernal catalogue, and went grumbling 
to fleep. : 3 

On the 4th, at Khanahoody, eight furfungs, a fortified and populous village, the re- 
fidence of Ifmaet Khan, who pofleffes a fmall independent terrtory in this quarter. The 
road from.'Towrone led in a weftern direétion, through a defert track, interfperfed with 
low and bare hills. 

About three miles to the eaftward of Khanahoody, a chain of mountains, of the 
medium altitude, extends in a north and fouth direction, whofe weltern face is confi- 
derably higher than that to the eaftward. ‘I'his branch of hills, which feem to have a 
_ long feope, has effected a grand change in the courfe of the running waters. The 

ftreams on the weftern fide have a fouth-weft current, and flow, I imagine, into the 
Cafpian Sea, or into the head of the Gulf of Perfia, wlile thofe on the eaftern fide are 
probably carried to the more fouthern fhores of the Gulf. 

From the fummit of the Khanahoody hills, is feen, to the weft and north-weft, a wide 
extended plain, thickly covered with villages and arable lands; nor does a rifing ground 
in this direction interrupt the .utmoft fcope of the eye. Here I muft note, that this 
quarter of Perfia has now affumed its moft unfavourable appearance ; it being the depth 
of winter, when little vegetation is feen on the ground, and not a leaf on the trees. 
"This day died an old man of our party, who had been long ailing ; and what was rather 


fingular, his death happened while he was on horfeback. 
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On,the sth, at Bearjumund, three furfungs, a populous village in the diftrids, of 
HfmadiKhan. Halted on the 6th, on account of the ficknefs of our kafilah direétor,. 
‘Two of the pilgrims, who were carpenters, made a litter for him, which was farnifhed: 
with poles like a fedan, and carried by two mules, one of which was yoked before, and 
the other behind the feat. 

On the 7th, at Nafirabad, nine furfungs, a fmall fortrefs in ruins, fituate on anemi- 
nence. We paffed atabout midway through two uninhabited villages near each other, 
Kow and Kauff, noted places of rendezvous of the Turkoman banditi, and ftanding on 
one of the grand roads from Perfiato Tartary. On approaching Nafirabad, 1 obferved. 
numerous bones of a large fize ftrewed on the ground, and which I learned were the 
remains of fome of the elephants of Nadir Shah, who had ordered them to be fent into the 
fouthern provinces, where the warmth of climate is better adapted to the health of thofe 
animals: but mary of them died on the journey. 

Perfia, fince its empire has been rent into pieces, has fuffered fevere devaftations, - 
and -has been grievoufly depopulated. ‘The various petty chiefs, whe hold themfelves. 
but the ruler of a day, are often incited to opprefs the inhabitants, and impofe heavy 
taxes on the merchant ; yet thefe exa@tions might receive fome alleviation, did the 
governors exert any active efforts in defending their diftrifts from the depredations of 
the Tartars, who, even in parties of a hundred, are fcouring the country from Mufchid 
to the Cafpian Sea; and in the courfe of this laft year, a body of them, lefs than a 
thoufand, had penetrated to the environs of [pahan. Such atts of unreftrained 
violence, marked with every fpecies of barbarity, will point out fome of the evils which 
have at this day overwhelmed Perfia, which muit remain funk in this inglorious ob{cu- 
rity, until fome future hero fhall deftroy the prefent pigmy race, and raifing the 
ftru€ture of a new empire, fhall collet its ftrength, and impart to it vigorous 
action. 

All the towns, villages, and even the fmalleft hamlets in the northern divifion of 
Perfia, though but at the diftance of half a mile from each other, are furrounded with 
walls, which feem to have been erected more as a fhelter againft domeftic robbery and 
private feuds, than the affault of an enemy. In confidering the perpetual alarms, 
folicitude, and machinations, which mutt neceffarily agitate the inhabitants of this region, 
we are at a lofs whether to confider them more as objects of reproach for the depravity 
of their manners, or of pity, at viewing the {tate of national debafement, té which they 
hive been precipitated by the declenfion of their empire. 

On the 8th, at Shahroot, alfo called Buftan, four furfungs, a {mall but populous 
town. From Nowblehuckum, the road lay about weft to Towrone, whence it had, I 
apprehend, a welt-by-north direction to Shahroot*. The horfe which I had hired 
from the hadji to carry me to Mazanderan, having died this day, 1 was detained on the 
road to take care of my little chattels, which muft have been loft, had not fome of my 
kafilah acquaintances each conveyed a portion, though their horfes were much jaded. 

Pafling over a fertile well-watered plain, which furrounds, to a wide {pace, the town 
of Shahroot, I came late in the evening to the karavanfera, where I found the Ghilan 
feid in poffeflion of an apartment, which he had taken for our joint ufe. The cold 
was here extremely intenfe, and had reached the point which the Perfians, with a 
peculiar force of expreffion, term the Zerb Zimmiftan, the ftroke of winter. The 
fnow fell thickly about us, and the piercing north wind made every creature fhrink from 
its blaft; nor were there many cordials at hand to qualify thefe rigours. 


* The Tabrez pilgrims left Shahroot, about five miles to the right or weftward, and proceeded towards 
their own country by the way of Simna and Cabin. 
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Firing is fcarcer here than in any part of Khorafan ; it is of a bad quality forfuel, and 
much of it is of a green wood. Our lodging had no aperture but the door, whith the 
feid, to fcreen himfelf from the cold, kept fhut ; nor could my moft earneft intreaty 
obtain any opening for the difcharge of the fmoke. The only material diffetences 
indeed exifting between us, arofe from this, and another defpotic arrangement of thé 
feid, which ufed to caufe fome warm debates. 

It was my bufinef&, being the more active member, to purchafe and bring in fuel, 
and before day-light, to procure water and a light to warm the feid, and enable him to 
perform the ablution preparatory to prayer, an omiffion of which he would have dreaded 
as the precurlor of fome dire calamity. ‘The feid confented to kindle the fire, an office 
which I could never perform without fuffering acute pain in my eyes from the {moke. 
Thus were our labours, on principles fair enough, mutually divided ; but when we came 
to enjoy the fruits of it, this defcendant of his prophet, wrapped ina large cloak made 
of fheep fkins, would take fo unaccommodating a poft at, or rather over our {mall fire, 
which was in a manner embraced by the extended skirts of his garment, that I received 
no warmth ; and I fhould not have known that a fire was in the room, but for a pro» 
fufion of fmoke. I never remember to have fuffered fo much inconveniency from the 
cold nor could all my wardrobe, heaped at once on my body, keep me from fhivering. 
My anger would often break out to an extreme height at the feid’s total feizure of the 
fire-place, and excited very impaflioned language: but which he never failed to allay, 
by fetting forth, that he was old and infirm, that he had foregone all his domeftic com- 
forts, which were many, to vifit, in the depth of winter, a diftant fhrine, and that in 
confideration of a deed fo meritorious, and alfo of his holy defcent, it was my duty to 
aflift and indulge his wants. 

My difpofition towards him, and a knowledge of moft of the faéts fet forth, made his 
arguments unan{werable ; and in return for the furrender of the hearth, I was invited 
to Ghilan, where he promifed to give me a wife out of his family, and {uitable provifion 
for my maintenance. Such was the ordinary refult of our bickerings, and it always tended 
to make the connection more cordial. In my little difputes on the road, the feid gave 
me vigorous fupport, and when any particular enquiry was made about my perfon, 
which it fometimes produced, he would immediately affert that I belonged to him. I 
have been received as his fon,’ by thofe who only knew us en paffant ; nor did our ap- 
pearance difcredit the belief, for we were naturally of a fine complexion, of the fame 
ftature, with greyith eyes. 

At Shahroot we were frequently vifited by a Mazanderan fhoemaker*, the moft 
effervefcent zealot that ever counted his beads or entered a mofque. Having thrown 
afide his tools and committed the fhop to the management of his wife, he had laid out 
the greateft portion of his property on a horfe, and a large koran, and made the grand 
tour of all the celebrated pilgrimages in Perfia. But he grievoufly lamented that the 
narrow ftate of his fortunes would not permit a vifitation at the holy tomb of his prophet, 
which only could make his death eafy, and his affurance of heaven well founded. Ex- 
clufive of the ordained prayers, he practifed r&ny of a fubfidiary quality, which might 
be termed the half notes of fupplication, and thefe were inceflantly whined out with a 
deep nafal tone, and fometimes when his fpirit was violently agitated, he would dif- 
charge them with a bellow, as if he meant to batter down the gates of Paradife 
by ftorm. 


* The Perfian fheemaker is not, asin India, of the loweft ranks of the people, but clafles among the moft 
reputable tradefmen of his country. 
This 
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This fhoemaker was a little man, extremely irafcible, and though immerfed in devo. 
tion, he did not thew the fmalleft remiffion in the management of his temporal con. 
cerns. In an altercation with the feid, about the adjuftment of a very fmall account, 
not more than -three half-pence, a furious conteft arofe which terminated wholly in 
favour of the fhoemaker, his language, which run with an ob{treperous fluency, ftunned 
and greatly terrified my-companion, who hearing himfelf in a breath called Chriftian, 
Jew, and Infidel, -fled from the combat with precipitancy. “Fhis {aid fhoemaker, by 
an ill-timed intrufion, ‘had difcovered me taking fome money out of my purfe; and 
immediately retiring, -declared to all the people of the karavanfera, that the kafhmiry, 
my travelling ‘name at that time, was pofleffed of a large treafure in gold and diamonds, 
which he .himfelf had feen. 

Such:a-difcovery in a country governed even by the moft falutary laws, might have 
endangered my property and perfon, but in this quarter of the world, where a man’s 
throat is often cut for the fee fimple of his cloak, it placed me in imminent peril. But the 
‘chain: of favourable events, little ftrengthened by my own merits, which had propitioufly 
-conducted me’from the banks of the Ganges, through many an unhofpitable track, {till 
continued to lead me on fafely. 

‘Having no important matter to lay before you, I mutt extend my egotifms, arfd in- 
form you that Hadji Mahomed, having now arrived in the territory of the Mazanderan 
chief, by whom he was favoured, threw off all referve; he plainly told me, that, 
inftead of looking to him for a future conveyance, I fhould think myfelf fortunate in 
not being charged with the price of his horfe, and the damage done to his wares. 
Seeing him equally empowered as difpofed to do me an injury, I cheerfully cancelled 
my engagements with him, on the provifo' of obtaining his proteion during the 
journey to Mazanderan. ; 

Shahroot, with its independent diftriéts, including Nafirabad, pertains properly, T 
believe, to the Khorafan divifton, though it now holds of Afterabad *, which with 
Mazanderan and Hazaan-Tirreeb is governed by Aga Mahomed Khan, one of the moft 
important chiefs now remaining in Perfia. ‘The town of Shahroot is {mall and furrounded 
in fome parts with a flight earthen wall. The houfes, froma want of wood, are built of 
unburnt bricks, and covered with a flat arch of the faine materials. 

Many people are feen in this vicinity, whofe nofes, fingers, and toes, have been 
deftroyed by the froft, which is faid to be feverer at Shahroot than any part of Perfia. 
The principal traffic of this diftri@ arifes from the export of cotton, unwrought and 
in thread, to Mazanderan4 and the returns from thence are made in Ruffian bar-iron 
and fteel, a little broad-cloth, chiefly of Duteh- manufacture, copper and cutlery. 
Sugar, from its high price, being rarely ufed by the lower clafs of Perfians, they have 
adapted to its purpofes a fyrup called Sheerah, made of the infpifflated juice of grapes ; 
but it feemed to be of an irritating and inflammable quality ; and moft of them mix with 
their food the expreffed juice of the four pomegranate, which makes a high flavoured 
and falubrious acid. 

On the 17th of January I joined a coffjn kafilah, and proceeded to Dheyt Mollah, 
a {mall walled village, four fur‘ungs. The horfe which I had hired at Shahroot was 
ftrong and weil paced, and promifed to be a very valuable acquifition, as a great part of 
the Mazanderan road lies over a mountainous country, covered with forefts, and inter- 
fected by rapid ftreams. 


* Shahroot lies about one hundred miles to the eaftward of the town of Afterabad. 
+ Dhey in the Perfic, fignifies a village, 


At 
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At Dheh Mollah, the feid and I were entertained with cordial hoipitality ; a benefit 
wholly afcribed to the inherent and contingent virtues of my companion, who from 
defcent, as well as his late arduous pilgrimage, had a two-fold claim on the benevolence 
of his countrymen. I fhould be deficient indeed in ordinary gratitude, did I not feel 
the kind offices of this feid, who {moothed the many inconveniences which often crofled 
my way, and procured for me accommodations not attainable by common travellers. 
The fruits of this village, fome of which were yet frefh, are in great eftimation, parti- 
cularly the pomegranate, which is not inferior to that of Hadjiabad. This quarter of 
Perfia produces a variety of vegetables, as cabbages, carrots, peas, and turnips ; the Iat- 
ter of an excellent kind, and compofes, in the feafon, a principal portion of the food. 
of the inhabitants. 

On the 18th, at Tauck, a fmall,fort, five anda half furfungs. This day an intenfe 
froft, which had congealed all the ftanding water, kept me fhivering with cold during 
the firft part of the journey. About eight miles to the fouth-eaft of Tauck, ftands, on 
a f{pacious plain, the town of Bumgam, whofe lofty minarets are feen at a great diftance, 
This plain has become famous, in the latter annals of Perfia, for a vitory obtained by 
Nadir Shah, before the period of his fovereignty over the Afghan Afhruff, who then 
held poffeffion of Ifpahan. The battle, which was fevere but decifive, twelve of thirty 
thoufand Afghans being, it is faid, either killed or taken, advanced Nadir high in the 
eftimation of Shah Thamas, who was prefent in the action. As a diftinguifhed mark 
of his favour, and one of the moft honourable which the Perfian princes ufed to confer 
on a’ fubjeét, he permitted Nadir to be denominated the royal flave, by the title of . 
Thamas Kuli *. 

It would afford me a fenfible pleafure, were I enabled to point out to you any.moe - 
numents of the former grandeur and magnificence of the Perfian empire, which. has . 
been feen to run a long courfe of glory, and to often combat with fuccefs the legions - 
of Rome; yet where are now the Roman eagles that were wont to ftun the world with : 
the cry of vi€tory? Where are now the fteeled bands of Perfia, who infulted the 
corfe of a Roman general and exhibited a captive Cafar, asa gazing ftock to barbarous 
nations? They have been {mote by the deftruétive hand of time, which points with 
derifion at their puny race, and at the inftability of. human power. It is.in the fouth 
of Perfia, where the relics of #fs ancient grandeur.are to be fought, but even there, the 
mif-fhapen ruins of Babylon and Perfepolis faintly mark the priftine grandeur and . 
coftly tafte of its princes. 

The upper provinces, though affording the grand fupplyo_ brave and hardy foldiers, 
were rarely vifited by the luxurious monarchs of Perfia, who, dreading the bleak air 
and barren afpect of the north, eftablifhed their refidence in .milder climates, whither 
they carried the improvements of knowledge, and. the. refinements of .art.. Among 
the inftitutions belt fitted to give permanency to the Perfian empire,: were it invefted 
with individual fovereignty, policy would. urge.the removal of its capital to Khorafan, . 
famous for the falubrity of its air, and the military ability .of its inhabitants. Its fitua- - 
tion is alfo well adapted for checking the incurffons of the Tartar and Afghan nations ; . 
and it pofleffes.a city t, held by the Perfians in enthufiaftic reverence. 

Ifpahan and Shiraz, feated in the centre of. a country enjoying a foft fgrenity of air, . 
and replete with the various incitements to luxury, muft foon enervate their. inhabitants, . 
and promote the influence of. corruption. The Perfians fay, that Kareem Khan, one : 


* This event, which is mentioned in Frazer’s account of Nadir Shah, happened in the year 1729... 
+ Maufchid.. f 
of: 


q 

318 EXTRACTS PROM YORAIMR’s TRAVM RELATING TO PERSIA. 

of the late chiefs of the fouthern Lange was often urged by his officers to carry his 
arms into Khorafan, a coniqueft which would neceffarily have given him the fupreme 
dominion of Perfia ; but, though brave arid enterprizing, he had too long indulged in 
the pleafures of Shiraz, and ufed to palliate his relu€tance to the propofed expedition, 
by obferving that, after the long and dangerous fiege of a {mail fort, nothing would be 
. found in it but a few bags of chopped ftraw for his horfe. Yet he muift have been 
aware that Khorafan would have reinforced his army with thofe foldiers who empowered 
Nadir to expel the Turks and Afghans from Perfia, and overthrow the empire of India. 
The northern regions were long the nurfery of a hardy and predatory militia, who, 
from their bleak plains and mountains, were wont to pour their force upon the nations 
of the fouth, but who, in their turn, felt the force of fiercer and more barbarous tribes, 
until continued emigrations wafted the ftock,*and withheld the power of foreign 
conqueft. 

On the roth at Killautau, five and half furfungs, an open village fituate on the de. 
clivity of a hill. This day’s journey led over a gradual: afcent, interfperfed with low 
wood, and feattered fpaces of arable land. This being the laft ftation on the road 
where bread is to be procured on the eaft fide of the Mazanderan limits, I procured a 
neceflary fupply. 

On the 2oth at Killaufir, five and a half furfungs, a range of ruined buildings, on an 
eminence, a mile’s diftance to the northward of the fmall village of Hirroos. ‘The pro- 
prietor of my horfe, a carrier, went out of the road from this place to vifit his family 
refidence, and withed much to carry me with him ; the deviation from our track bein 
but fhort, I had confented to the propofal, and was about turning into the path stich 
led to his village, when Hadji Mahomed arrived and prevented me. 

‘As this was among the very few marks of goodnefs which I experienced from the 
hadji, to notice it is but fimple juftice to his charafter, of which, perhaps, you are 
already impreffed with an ill opinion. Taking me afide, he enjoined me, in a manner 
which evinced an honeft concern, not, on any pretence, to proceed to the carrier’s 
village ; that the ftory of the fhoemaker had circulated a general belief of my great 
wealth, and that the carriers had been heard in concerting {chemes to rob, and even 
deftroy me; that if fuch was their defign, there were few actions, he obferved, however 
atrociozs, which thefe men would not perpetrate when plunder was the object; and 
that the fituation of the village, which was detached, and inhabited only by their families, 
would equally facilitate the purpofe, as preclude a difcovery. 

This reprefentation determined me againft leaving the party ; but having before con- 
fented to accompany the carrier, to whom the caufe of the refufal could not be affigned, 
I impofed the tafk upon the hadji, who immediately making it his own bufinefs, told the 
carrier, in a ftern tone, that, as I was under his charge, he would not permit me to be 
feparated from him. ‘Though the carrier continued to urge his purpofe by a long and 
ftrenuous argument, he was over-ruled by the hadji, who, by fome degree of compul- 
fion, configned my horfe to the charge of another perfon. As we rode on, the hadji 
congratulated my near efcape from a combination which muft have been fatal to my 
perfon, or deprived me of my property, for that many robberies were committed in 
thefe parts, and ufually accompanied by murder. ; 

This night I lodged in the remains of a bath, which feemed to have pertained to fome 
place of greater note, than the appearance of the ajdacent ruins indicated. The Ghilan 
{eid had not joined me in the latter part of the journey, according to a ufage obferved 
by us for adjufting the concerns of our evening meal, but more prudently went to 
Hirroos, where he was well received. Being now habituated to the feid’s company, 
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